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lBtogtapl)i(al Bote. 

Matteo Bandello, the most celebrated novelist 
of the Italian Renaissance period, was bom at 
Castclnuovo [di Scrivia] in Piedmont, then a part 
of Lombardy, a small town situate near Tortona, at 
the junction of the Scrivia (called by him Schirmia) 
and the Po. The date of his birth is not known, 
but, from various circumstances, it is probable that 
he must have been bom in the penultimate decade 
of the fifteenth century. He tells us himself, in the 
Twenty-first Story of the First Part, that he came 
of a Gothic family settled at Castelnuovo, (which town 
he alleges to have been founded by. the Ostrogoths, 
when they invaded Italy under Theodoric at the close 
of the fifth century,) and that his name was a cor- 
ruption of Bandelchil, that of the Gothic founder of 
his family, the fanciful history of whose loves with 
Aluinda he g^ves us in the aforesaid story. His 
vocation was probably determined by the fact that 
his uncle, Fra Vincenzo Bandello, was the then 
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(icncral of the Dominican Order, and our author 
accordingly (no doubt, at his kinsman's instance) 
became a Preaching Friar of the said Order and a 
member of the Convent of the Graces ^ at Milan, so 
often mentioned in his novels. ' He appears to have 
accompanied his uncle on his frequent journeys 
through Italy, France, Spain and Germany to inspect 
the convents of his order and to have thus acquired 
a knowledge of the world which afterwards stood 
him in good stead, both from a worldly and a literary 
point of view ; and he seems indeed to have been 
the Dominican General's constant associate till his 
death in 1506. His chief places of residence, when 
in Italy, appear to have been Milan and Mantua, 
where he was in high favour with the illustrious 
families of Bentivoglio, Gonzaga, Rangone, Fregoso 
and others and enjoyed the friendship and patronage 
of most of the learned and illustrious men and women 
of the Italy of his day, to one of which latter, his 
early patroness, Signora Ippolita Sforza, wife of 
Alcssandro Bentivoglio, the dispossessed Seignior of 
Bologna, he attributes the original suggestion which 

led him to undertake the composition of his novels. 

» 

> Santa Maria drlle Grazir, the refectory of which is glorified by 
the famoas " Last Supper " of Lionardo da Mnci, who, as Bandello 
tells OS in the dedication to one of his Novels, painted it daring his 
own residence in the monastery. 



The even course of his courtly and studious life was 
rudely internipted by the war between the Spaniards 
and the French, in consequence of which, he and 
his family siding with the latter party, he was com- 
pelled, after the disastrous battle of Pa via, to take 
to flight and the Imperialists, during their occupation 
of Milan in ISa;, burned his father's house and 
plundered his own library, destroying and damaging 
many of his books and manuscripts, a misfortune of 
which he complains as the great calamity of his life 
and from which he never entirely recovered. He tells 
us himself that he went wandering about Italy for 
some time, hoping for an opportunity of resuming 
his <|uiet literary life M Milan, but ultimately, finding 
the prospects of literature and stu<Iy in Italy com- 
pletely ruined by the ceaseless wars which ravaged 
the I'eninsula, he resolved to expatriate hiinsclf and 
accordingly, accepting the offered hospit;ility of Ccsare 
Frcgoso, one of the chiefs of the French party in 
Italy, he retired with him to his castle of Uassens in 
A<|uiiainc, where he alxxle, living (as he expresses it), 
thanks i<i his patron's muniticcncc, lo himself and the 
Muses, till Kregoso's death in 1541. The p.itronagc 
extended to him by the latter was coniinued by his 
widiiw, Signora Costania kangnni, the daughter of 
one of his earlier )Kiirons, whi>sc hu»piijlity he a|ipear» 



to have requited by educating her sons. This time of 
peace and tranquillity he devoted to the ordering 
of his manuscripts (great part of which he had now 
succeeded in recovering by the help of friends, who 
bought them back from the Spanish pillagers, or in 
reestablishing by the aid of copies previously pre- 
sented by him to his patrons and acquaintances) and 
especially to revising and preparing his noveb for 
publication. 

In 1550, the bishoprick of Agen, in which diocese 
Bassens was situate, fidling vacant by the death of 
its then incumbent, Jean de Lorraine, Henry II. of 
France presented Bandello to the see, in acknowledg- 
ment of the memorable services rendered by the 
Fregoso family to the French cause, imder an 
arrangement, sanctioned by Poj>e Julius III., by 
which he was to hold the episcopate as "u-arming- 
pan" for his patron's younger son, Ettore Fregoso, 
who was being educated (apparently under Bandello's 
own auspices) for the church and for whose benefit 
half the revenues of the see were expressly reser\'ed. 
Ettore, however, does not appear to have lived to 
carry out this family arrangement, as we find his elder 
brother Giano, the first-bom son of Cesare Fregoso, 
succeeding Bandello as bishop on the latter's death. 
Bandello did not concern himself with the governance 



of his diocese, which he lefl to the Bishop of Grassc, 
but occupied himself entirely with his literary labours, 
the chief fniits (rf which were his celebrated novels, 
the 1st, 3nd and 3rd parts of which, comprising about 
eight-ninths of the whole, were published in three 
volumes at Lucca iti 1554, his old friend Aldus, to 
whom he intended (as he tells us in one of his dedica- 
tions to the famous printer) to have entrusted the 
publication, having died long before. The fourth 
volume, containing the fourth and concluding part of 
the Novels, was not published till 1 $73, when it ap- 
peared at Lyons, certain difficulties raised by citizens 
of Lucca, as to stories in which their kinsfolk or 
ancestors played an ignominious or unworthy part, 
seeming to have delayed the appearance of this 
portion and to have hindered its publication at Lucca. 
The date of Bandello's death is unknown, the general 
opinion being that he died in i}6i, but it is probable 
that he lived until shonly before (if not till after) the 
appearance, in 1 57]. of the fourth part of his Novels, 
as we find prefixed thereto a letter of his composition 
to the reader, in which (as also in the dedication of 
the first story) he gives some explanation of the cir- 
cumstances of its publication. 

Bandello was an erudite and capable Latinist, and 
had made considerable progress with the composition 



oTa great Latin Dictionary on a new plan, (o [he M& i 
of which he refers as having been lost al 
of Milan. He was also a competent Greek schola*^^ 
having translated the Hecuba of Euripides, and waaj 
the friend and concspondent of Julius Ciesar Scalig 
and other famous contemporary scholars. His wori 
in Latin and Italian appear to have been voluminous, 
although few are extant, at least in print, and the 
pieces of verse scattered through his novels, if (which 
is probable) they are of his own composition, show 
him to have been a skilful and agreeable versifier. 
Besides these, he wrote a great number of Latin and 
Italian verses, of which the best known arc those com- 
posed in honour of the celebrated Lucrciia Goniaga 
of Caiuolo, the noblest- minded and most learned 
woman of her time, who had been his pupil and who, 
in a letter quoted in several literary histories, ex- 
pressed her gratitude to him for his teachings and 
for the wise principles which he had instilled into her 
mind. The laudatory verses in question form a poem 
of eleven cantos in. ottava rima and are generally 
found printed with another vernacular poem, " Le Tre 
Parche," a Genethliacum or natal ode in celebration 
of the birth of a son and heir, the above-named Giano 
Fregoso, to his patrons Cesare Fregoso and his wife 
Cosianza Rangoni. The following translation of a 
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love-sonnet of his which I find in the thirty-first 
volume of Rubbi's great Pamaso Italiano, published 
at Venice in 1787, and which nowise savours of the 
ecclesiastic, will serve to give some idea of his lighter 
style : 

Weary of smiting, yet unsatisfied, 
Love settled on her lap, whose lovely eyes 
And speech angelical on tyrant wise 

Usurp my freedom every time and tide. 

She, the unwonted heat when she descried. 
Cast down those lucent orbs, the world's true sun, 
And " What now doth this false and flattering one, 

This traitor here ? " disdainfully she cried. 

Whereat Love waxed as one who unaware 
Treads on a snake, and as away he fled, 
' ' Where had I lighted ? Is not this the fair 

Heaven-gladdening countenance?" amazed, he said ; 
"These be the lovesome eyes, the visage rare, 
These be the paps and breast where I was bred." 1 



^ f>. meaning that he had mistakra the poet's mtttress, by reason 
of her transcendent beauty, for hit own mother, Venus ; a fi&vourite 
conceit with the French, Spanish and Italian versifiers of the time. 
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to ti)e ingenuotui anli cottrtcons rrabrr. 



Many years agone I began, at the instance of the 
illustrious lady Ippolita Sfona of ever sorrouful and 
honoured memor>', (consort of the most affable Signer 
Alessandro Bentivoglio, whom God have in glor)*,) to 
write sundry novels ; and what while she lived, albeit 
some thereof were dedicated unto others, natheless I 
presented them all unto her. But, the world being 
unworthy to have so lofty and glorious a spirit upon 
earth, our Lord God by an untimely death withdrew 
her unto Himself in heaven ; and after her death it 
betided me as it useth to betide the whirlstone of a 
mill, which being set a-tum by a strong hand, though 
the said hand l>e withdrawn therefrom, yet doth the 
wheel, by virtue of the first motion, go still a pretty 
while revolving, without being touched. Wherefore, 
after the death of the aforesaid most noble hidy, my 



mind, which was ever ^n to do obedience unto her, 
ceased not to set my feeble hand a-work, so that I 
persevered in writing now this, now that novel, 
according as the occasion offered itself to me, and 
on this wise I wrote many thereof Now, there being 
sundf)' friends of mine who desire to see my said 
novels (and indeed no few of them have been already 
seen), they exhort me all day long to publish them. 
Many of them I have sacrificed to Vulcan ; ^ those, 
however, which have contrived to escape the de\'our- 
ing flame, I have put together according as they came 
to my hand, observing no manner of ordinance, and 
have made three parts thereof, dividing them into 
three books, so they may abide in volumes as small as 
possible.' I bid not neither enforce any one soever 
to read them, but pray all whom it shall please to do 
so that they will deign to read them in that same 
spirit wherein they were written of me, I protest, 
indeed, that I have written them to pleasure and 
divert others ; but whether I have anyi^ise accom- 
plished this, to your benevolent and sincere judgment, 

1 i>. the fire ; meaning he bad burned them. 

' Lit. smaller than shall be possible Oi« piccolicke sard posstbilt), 
a curions Italian idiom of constant occurrence in Bandello. 



gentle reader mine, I conunit it I will not say as 
said the most ingenious and eloquent Boccaccio, that 
these my novels are written in vulgar Florentine, for 
that I should tell a manifest untruth, I being neither 
Florentine nor Tuscan, but Lombard ; and if indeed 
I have no style (and I avow it), I have yet taken 
assurance to write these trifles, in the belief that 
history and stories of this kind may serve to divert, 
in what tongue soever they be written. Fare you 
well. 



IBanDello 

to t!rt fllnftrions inb itnnnpltifitli lalrj;, t||t Eibg 
Kjipoltta £fot}a t Btnliboglia. 

There were present, (he other da;, al your house nl Milan, 
many gcnllemen, whii, kAer Iheir lauilalile usance, come 
thithei every Hay Tor Iheir divenitin, fur ihal among the 
dinpany ihat rcwirlelh ihithci there it still some gixMlly aftd 
<]elecla1ile iliMznurw toward of the (hines which )ietide 
day liy day, as well love- mat leis as other chancer. I having 
laren de^|laIcb«1 tiy Si|^ir Alev^ndro Henlivoglio, ymu 
ci>n>iirt, and yminivlf (n the I.ady Barlara Cnniafpi, CounteM 
iif (•aiaizo, on iccnunl of ^ring i>nc of ihe ladies yout 
daughter, for wife lo the Lonl Ctninl Kol^ifi Saineverino 
her vm. anil chancini; |ire>cnlly to return ihilher with her 
i:rari>iu> res|iiin>c, we lieli">k ourwlvcs, we three, into a 
chanilvr ailjoiniiig the saiiHin, uhcre I set out tr> ynu 
that whii'h 1 hail nq;iiliaUHl. It M.-eineil pool li> Siennr 
Ale^sandro and ynurvlf th.it the whole nutter shoulil 1« 
c»n»nuiiic3le<t lo lh<ne |^nt1emcn who waited in the ulnnn, 
k» that earli ini(;hl give his ojiinion, and 1 aoconlingly, in the 
[ircsence of alt, eii|xiunile<l the ca>e, even as I hail liefore 
tiihl it lo you twain. The oirinions of the ci>ni|>any were 
various according u will and nature* and ailvisemcntt arc 
various; ali^te^, all things well coruiilcrcil, il was eortrluiled 
lhat It lichuvcd not lu bc^|>eak ihc ctmntCM Cmbut uf thit 
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business, lest F6pe Leo should be tngered agidiitt yon. 
seeing that Archbishop Sanseverino, unde of Count Robert, 
was presently in treaty for the giving his said nephew the 
sister of Cardinal C!bo ; and yon accosding^y committed it 
to me to advise the coimtess of this detenninatlony the which 
was punctually done of me on the following day. Among 
the company was the most debonair Messer Lodovioo 
Alamanni,^ the Florentine Ambassador, wfao^ hearing the 
prudent resolution which had been taken, with ttpt words 
commended it amain and avouched that better m^jbt not be 
done ; to which purpose he recounted a veiy cmd chance 
otherwhiles betided at Florence. This, being intently 
hearkened, greatly confinned my lord your consort and 
yourself in the conclusion made ; and I, the case appearing 
to me worthy of compassion and remembrance, wrote it 
down precisely as it was told by AlamannL Thereafter, 
remembering me that you had sundiy whiles exhorted me to 
cull of the choicest of the incidents which I heard recounted 
in divers places and make of them a book and having already 
written many thereof, I bethought me (complying with your 
exhortations, which with me stand in stead of commandment) 
to put together, in the guise of novels, that which I had 
written and obserying no ordinance of time other than to 
dispose them as they came to my hand, to give unto each of 
them a patron or a patroness of my seigniors and friends. 
Wherefore, having written this of Alamanni's, I have deemed 
it well (albeit others of the ensuing stories have been narrated 
in your presence) to dedicate and ascribe it imto your name 
and so set it for head and ensign of defence unto my stories. 
Moreover, you (overweening of my powers) having been the 

* The well-known poet and aatbor of the celebrated bucolic poem 
•'DeUaColtivazione." 



cmuse and origin of my writing these no>'ek, such as they are, 
meMemed right that you should be the first unto whom I, in 
acquittance of my due servitude and of your many benefits 
bestowed on me, should make gift of one of them and that 
this one should be that which in the forefront of the book 
showeth the way unto the others. I am fain to believe, nay, 
I am most firmly assured, that you will read these my wares, 
for that I have oftentimes seen how blithely you take my 
trifles in hand and spend a good part of your time in reading 
them, nor are you content with this, but read them again and 
again and (what much more importeth) commend them. 
And although some might say that you praise my writings, 
not because they are worthy to be read or glorified, bat 
iKcause they come from me who am so much your servant 
and whom you, of your favour, have in a thousand cases 
shown that you tender more than belike (having regard unto 
that which I am) might ))ehovc, — yuu l)eing, among the 
rarot ladies of our age, the most rare of virtue, of manners, 
of courtoy and generosity and adorned writh goodly letters, 
U>(h Latin and Italian, which add greater grace unto your 
divine l)cauty, — nathcless, I hold myself therefor still of more 
account, knowing the keenness of your wit, your erudition 
and kcholarnhip and all and singular other your rare and 
excellent gifts. An easy thing it is, indeed, every day to see 
the |>rofound cognizance that is in you of polite letters, there 
Ijcing continually brought you verses, now Latin and now 
Italian, the which you reading with a turn of the eye, 
incontinent penetrate their sense, so that it seemcth you do 
no otherwhat than apply unto study. Many and many a 
time have I seen you engage in argument with our most 
erudite Mcsser Girolamo Cittadino, whom with an honouralile 
salary you entertain aliout your person, u|)on some recr>ndite 
|ia&»agc occurring in the reading (»r |Htct> or hi^torian-s and so 
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learnedly did you support your opinion with true arguments 
that it was an astoniment and a nuurel to hear you. But 
what shall I say of your sagacious judgment, just, sound and 
perspicacious and nowise inclining unto one side or the other, 
save in so far as reason and truth draw it ? Certes, it b a 
marvellous thing with what exceeding suhtlety and pralundity 
you whiles sift and winnow certain passages and go interpreting 
them, word for word and sense for sense, after such a frshion 
that you render all who hear you capable thereoH This 
maketh me, seeing [as I do] that, whenas you have a poem 
or other writing in hand, you choose out the good and the 
best that is therein and distinguish between style and style, 
praising that which is worthy of praise, on such wise that 
^Iomus * himself could not carp at your judgment, — ^this, I 
say, maketh me believe that, whenas you speak well of my 
writings, the affection which you bear me beguikth you not, 
your judgment being so sincere and everywise so upright and 
so stoidfast Marry, whoso heard you, that day whenas the 
doctor [of laws] and most sweet poet, Messer Niccolo 
Amanio, came to do you reverence • and there were read two 
sonnets, one of the Lady Cecilia Bergamina, Countess of 
San Giovanni in Croce, and the other of the Lady Camilla 
Scarampa, — how aptly you reasoned of the poet's office and 
how acutely you solved the doubts propounded to you and with 
what abundance of clear and apposite words and what goodly 
ordinance you expounded the whole, — had said that it was 
no woman who spoke, but one of the most learned and fluent 
and eloquent men of our day. I for my part remember me 



1 TheGodoffanlt-finding. 

* Or, as would be said nowadays, '* to pay his respects to yoo ** 
i/arx'i riverrnza). Amanio was a weU-known Milanese poet of 
the time. 
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nut tu hare heard any speak m> aliunilanlly ' uf such ■ 
mailer as when, lo my exceeding salisfaclion and inlinite 
cunlcnlmcnl, I hnu-kcned unlo youi expHition ; whereat 
ihuic lo whom it was vouch^ed to beai you abode all to full 
<>f adniiralian ihil thty knew nol what lo uy. But 1 have 
let myself tie caiticil over far astray, this being no due place 
fcir your praises, which cnlJ for fu more cho&lcned period*' 
[than theiic of mine]. kEluminf;, therefore, to my slory, 
which was prcwnlly narralcd liy Alamanni and after written 
dowo by mu, 1 dedicate and consecrate it unlo your glorious 
name, so Ihal, should any chance to lake my novels (whcnw 
iticy shall In: all ti^lher) in hand, he may know ihat I was 
niiivcd liy you lo write them and ihai, if he ftnd in them 
ai^ht of gooil, he may thank, lirtl, Ihe tiivcr of every good, 
our Lord God, and aftei, you from whom it proceedclb. 
Again, if, as it may lightly happen, there be many thingi 
therein unimltdied, ill ci]iiiundiil, m'I <lown without apt 
■irdinancc <it exiiresscil in Isrliaroui language, lei him ascribe 
it tu the roeanness and fee1>lcnev> of my understanding ami 
to my lillle kiuiwleilgc and lake in gree my gotxl will, 
ciimidcring that 1 am a Lomlianl aiul in Liimlianly, on ihc 
ciinfmex uf l.i|^ro, was Uirn anil have fur ihe most part uf 
niy years liecn lired until ihii jiresent ami thai, Ox 1 sgieak, *o 
have I wrillen, — nut lo teach others nor lo oiM adornment to 
ihe vulgar l.rtiguc, Inil solely lo keqi folk in memory of tbe 
things whirh have Hxnicil to me worth to lie written and (o 
iilicy you who cunimanikil me thgicot Fare you well. 



Q^e jfiisst iStorji* 

BUONDELMONTE DE' BUONDELMONTI CON- 
TRACTETH MARRIAGE WITH A DAMSEL 
AND AFTER, LEAVING HER, TO TAKE 
ANOTHER TO WIFE, IS ASSASSINATED. 

It is my firm belief, my lords,' that our Lord God hath 
inspired you with His grace to take the determination to 
which you have come, to wit, to proceed no farther with the 
project of giving one of the ladies your daughters for wife to 
the Lord Count of Gaiazzo. The match indeed were mi^ty 
honourable and noble, the count being of the most ancient 
Sanseverino house, which for many an age of time past 
possessed and yet possesseth, in the kingdom of Naples, 
duchies, principalities, counties, l)aronies and most magnifi- 
cent dignities, and hath produced men distinguished no less 
for excellence in the art of war than for other virtues. More- 
over, the count himself is a very honourable gentleman, 
young and exceeding well proportioned of his person and 
nowise degenerate from his fathers and ancestors ; wherefore 
there could betide you of him no otherwhat than a goodly and 
worshipful alliance. Nevertheless, (albeit, according to that 
which hath been said here, the countess his mother would 
gladly ally herself ^ith you, by taking the lady your daughter 

* Signori mitt^ meanings "my lord and my lady *' (i>. Alessandro 
Sfona and his wife, whom the speaker is addressing,) and not the 
company in general. 
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(o din^Ief'in-Uw,) Pope Leo having alrexljr let enter npoa 
■ treaty for giving t lister of the Cardinal Cibo. who ii hk 
own lister's daughter, to the count to wife, melhinkcth there 
coul'l not bat ensue much hindrance to you thereof ; for (hat, 
fou being eiilcd from Bologna and Pope Leo thowing himidf 
your wetlwiiher and having already done you man)' favonn, 
he might lake offence on such wise u to cause you no little 
pTFJudice. more by token thai the alTaii is presently in treaty 
with the count himieir at the court of France, where he i( 
al this present to be founil. through a genllcnun eipicnij 
sent Ihilhcr by the CardinaL So that, my lords, ynu hav« 
dealt wisely in concluding lo do as you have done ; nor irill 
you want fur sons-in-law according to the quality and degree 
of your condition. And lo show you with some example bow 
harmful it ii to make a traffic of these matches, il pleaselh me 
In recount lo you the woeful and lamentable nuptials of ■ 
citiicn of Florence, the origin and occasion of ihe ruin and 
division of that our city, which had thitherto lived in the 
uimiKi peace and trani|uillity, what while well nigh all Italy 
was full of strife and factiousness. 

It was, then, in the year of our salvation one thousand two 
hundrcil and fifteen when the woeful chance of which I 
pur|ia»e to liespcab you bcftrll, till which lime our city had 
still l)ecn oliedicnt unto the corxjueron,* Ihe MorentiiMl 
seeking nol lo enlarge their teiritories not to molest the 
ncighhuuring peoples, but concerning themselves only with 
their own conservation : anil like as it is with human liodie^ 
wherein, the longer they tarry to sicken, so much Ihc deadlicT 
and more hannful are Ihc inArmilies, whether of fever ol 
other ill, thai after overcome them with a thousand perilt, 
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even so was it with Floieiice, for tlmt the later she was in 
adopting the parties and divisions which overspread all Italy, 
to its ruin, the more thereafter did she involve herself 
therein, over all the rest of the country, and the fiercdier did 
she ensue the factions, which were the cause of the miserable 
exile and cruel death of so many thousands of her dtixens. 
For that, verily, an one reckon aright, methinketh as many 
men have been driven forth of Fk»ence and as many others 
miserably slaughtered as would, an they were broi^ht together, 
make a fu- greater dty than this said Florence presently is. 

But, to come to the finct, I must tell you that, amongst 
other noble and povrerful families of our dty, there were 
two most puissant for wealth and following of folk and of 
greatest repute with the people, to wit, the Uberti and the 
Buondelmonti, after whom the Amidd and the Donatl 
flourished in the second place ; and in this latter fiunily of 
the Donati there was then a gentlewoman, a widow and 
very rich, with one only daughter, who was of a marriageable 
age and exceeding £ur of &vour. Her mother having reared 
her after the most accomplished feshion and bethinking her 
to whom she should marry her, there occurred to her thought 
many men noble and rich, who pleased her greatly ; never- 
theless, herseemed that he over all the others who was most 
to her liking was Messer Buondelmontc dei Buondelmonti, 
a very worshipful and magnificent and honourable gentleman, 
rich and robust and young, who was then the head of his 
house ; wherefore she resolved to give her to him, but, 
herseeming the time was not apt, (for that both he and her 
daughter were young,) she went deferring the matter and 
made neither kinsman nor friend cognizant of this her 
design. 

Whilst the widow temporired thus, thinking doubtless to 
be still in time, it chanced that a gentleman of the Amidei 
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family entered into treaty with Messer Buondelmonte to give 
hinva daughter of his to wife and the affair being pressed on 
either side, things went on such wise that the dowry was 
agfeed and the young lady contracted in marriage^ to 
Messer Buondelmonte. The news of this match, for that it 
was between nobles, was forthright published throughout the 
city and the father of the betrothed damsel applied himself to 
the ordinance of the nuptials, so they should be celebrated with 
such pomp and magnificence as be{^oved unto the quality of 
the {Kurties. The widow of the Donati family, hearing of 
this match and seeing herself foiled of her design, was sore 
chagrined thereat and might nowise Ije comforted, but still 
studied to find some means so Buondclmonte*s alliance with 
the Amidci shouKl not go forward. After she had well 
IKimlcrctl and rc}x>nderctl the matter, no other means 
occurring to her, she liethought herself to essay an she might 
with the lieauty of her daughter (whom she knew to Iw one 
of the fairest damsels of Florence) make shift to ensnare 
Mevscr Buondelmonte. 

Accordingly, without im))arting that her new ' conceit unto 
any, hut taking counsel with herself alone, she, no great 
while after, seeing .Messer Butmdelmonte come riding, without 
.iny com|xiny of gentlemen and attended only by his serving* 
men, along the street where she had her house, came <lown 
with her daughter to the door and as the gentleman was in 
act to {XLss thcrenigh, she presented herself tiefore him and 
said to him, with a smiling air, ** Messer Buondelmonte, I 
rcjftice with you amain in all that may content you and give 
you joy for that you have taken a wife, of whom may our 

1 Or " affiAoced." lit. " married " {si mMn/i) ; bat it ii evidrnt by 
what follow* that a betrothal only is meant. 
• or •• ttrange, rar« " (nmivj. 
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Lord God vouchsafe yon every gladness 1 Albeit, in very 
deed, I had kept you thb mine only daughter, whom yoiFsee 
here with me." So saying, she drew her daughter forward 
by the hand and would have the gentleman "view her at his 
ease. The latter, noting the damsel's rare beauty and goodly 
fashions, fell straightway desperately enamoured of her and 
without taking thought to hb £uth already plighted to the 
Amidei and the contract fonnally made nor considering the 
sore affront he did them in breaking .off the match and the 
disorders which might ensue thereof^ did he repudiate his late- 
accepted bride, — overmastered as he was with desire and 
craving to enjoy this new beauty, whom he accounted nowise 
inferior to the other in birth and wealth, — ^with broken speech 
made answer to the widow on this wise, saying, " Madam, 
since you avouch that you have even till now kept this your £ur 
and noble daughter for me, I were hi more than ungratefol 
to refuse her, being yet able to do that which is most to 
your liking. To-morrow I will return hither immediately 
after dinner and we will talk more leisurely together. " The 
good widow abode exceeding content and Messer Buondel- 
monte, taking leave of her and her daughter, went to do 
other his occasions; then, the night come, calling to mind 
the damsel's charms and waxing so inflamed for her that him- 
seemed every hour was a year till he should be possessed 
of her, he determined, without giving more thought to the 
matter, to celebrate his nuptials with her on the ensuing day. 
Reason, indeed, represented to him bytimes that this was a 
thing exceeding ill done and unworthy of an honourable 
gentleman, such as he was accounted, but the wretched lover 
had been so empoisoned by one brief sight of the girl's lovely 
eyes and so sore did the liquid and subtle 6re of the love 
which he had vowed to the fair damsel enkindle and consume 
him that, on the morrow, as soon as he had dined, he betook 
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himself to the widow and that same day celebrated the ill- 
considered marriage. 

When these untimely and precipitate nuptials were known 
about the dty, it was generally accounted that Buondelmonte 
had demeaned himself like a fool and every one murmured 
at him. But over all and much more than all the Amidet 
were sore dcspited thereat, and with them the Uberti, who 
were allied to them by kin^ip, were infmitely provoked. 
Acamlingly, taking counsel with other their kinsfolk and 
friends and full of despite and ill-will against Messer Buon- 
delmontc, they concluded that this affront and manifest 
shame was nowise to be endured and that so foul a stain 
might not be washed save in the very blood of the enemy 
and mispriser of their alliance. Some, indeed, there were 
who, alleging the ilU that might ensue thereof, would fain 
have had them consider the matter more maturely and not 
run so headlong to a conclusion ; but one Mosca Lamberti, 
a very headstrong man and quick of hand, who was among 
the folk assembled, declared that whoso pondered divert 
courses took none and added the common saying that *' A 
thing done hath an end." In fine, it was concluded that 
complete satisfaction might not l)e gotten without shedding 
of blood and so the charge of slaying Messer Buondelmonte 
was committcil unto Mosca, to Stiatta Uberti, to Lamber- 
tuccio Amidei and to Uderigo Kisanti, all valiant and high- 
spirited young men of noble ))arentage. These, then, took 
onlcr of that which l^ehoved for giving effect to so |)arIotis 
a homici<le and l>egan to spy out all the gentleman's comings 
an<l goingn, to see an they might not avail to take him 
unprovidefi, so he should not escai>e from their hands ; then, 
having <liligcntly noted all and caring not to tarry longer to 
put the thing in execution, they resolved (it l>eing Passion 
Week) that the Feast of the Resurrection should be hallowed 

VOL. I. 2 
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with his blood. Accordingly, on the morning of Easter 
Day, the conspirators, having ambushed themselves afore- 
night in the houses of the Amidei fiunily situate between the 
Ponte Vecchio and San Ste£EUio, abode await, looking for 
Messer Buondelmonte to pass, as he was used, before the 
said houses, for they had noted that he most times frequented 
that street. 

The gentleman, who deemed it belike as eath a thing to 
forget an injury as to renounce an alliance, unthinking that 
the Amidei made any account of the affront which he had 
put upon them, mounted a very goodly white palfrey, early 
on E^ter morning, and passed before the aforesaid houses, 
to go beyond the river. There he was assailed by the 
conspirators and being cast down fix>m his horse at the 
bridge-end, was most cruelly despatched with many wounds 
at the foot of a statue of Mars that stood there. This murder, 
being committed on so notable a person, set all Florence by 
the ears and the folk rose that same day in riot and turmoiL 
Some set themselves to follow the Uberti, who were very 
potent in the city and in the country without, whilst others 
joined themselves to the Buondelmonti, so that all the city 
was up in arms. Now, because these two families were 
strong in palaces and fortresses and men, they warred it 
together a great while and there ensued many deaths thereof 
on either side. Ultimately, the Uberti, with the aid and 
countenance of Frederick the Second, King of Naples and 
Emperor, drove the Buondelmonti forth of Florence, and 
thereupon the city was divided between two factions, as 
was all Italy already, to wit, into Ghibellines and Guclphs ; * 

1 The Guclphs were the supporters of the Papal faction against 
the Ghibellines or adherents of the Emperor Frederick the Second 
of Germany. 
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on such wise that thereaflerward the discords and dissensions 
that befell between the two parties and between the nobles 
and the people and between the chief citizens and the 
populace wrought various and very great changes, still 
attended with exceeding great bloodshed and wrack of very 
goodly palaces and exile of many, the which was the ultimate 
ruin of many most noble families and needeth not for the 
nonce to be more particularly recalled. Suffice it to say so 
much thereof as may show how much ill proceeded from 
Messer Buondelmonte's repudiation of the nuptials con- 
tracted with the Amidei lady; the which, my lords, me- 
thinketh will yet more commend to you the wise and well- 
considered resolution that you have made, more by token 
that your right £Eur and nobly-bred daughters are yet children 
and may freely await a better occasion.^ 



^ This it the novel on which Fletcher it taid to have founded his 
*' Trinmph of Death/ 
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iBatiHello 

to tl^e tno0t fllnrttfoiui anti excellent lorti, iStgnot 
|)rci0]ieco Colomta, E(euttiiant«0enecal (bt^e 
ff mperor m Ital];. 

It hath not escaped my mind, noble and most magnificent 
my lord, what yon deigned to commsmd me, what time yoo 
were a-pleasuiing in the most deli^tsome garden of Signor 
L. Sdpione Attellano. There yoo heard that, some days 
before, in the presence of the most worshipAil and illustrious 
lady Signora Ippolita Sforza e Bentivogiia, the noble Signor 
Silvio Savello related a Teiy goodly stoiy which supremely 
pleased all the listeners; wherefore, Attellano telling yoa 
that I had written it down, you enjoined me to let you see 
it, and if I have tarried till now to acquit me of my debt, 
let the journey, which, as you know, it behoved me to go on 
the ensuing day, excuse me in your eyes. Now, haWng 
transcribed it, I send and give it to you, not as pretending 
thereby any whit to requite all the kindness you do me 
daily, (for that of the thousand good offices I owe you I am 
not sufficient to requite the least scantling), but to obey (as 
it behoveth mc) not only your commandments, but every 
least sign of yours, such and so great is the obligation under 
which I feel myself towards you and which I freely confess 
unto all the world. I regret, indeed, that I have not 
availed to imitate Signor Silvio's eloquence, whereof in his 
narration he showed in effect great plenty ; but I am a 
Lombard and he is a Roman. Fare you welL 



ARIOBARZANES, SENESCHAL OF THE KING 
OF PERSIA, WILL EEN OUTDO THE 
LATTER IN COURTESY, WHENCE VARIOUS 
CHANCES BETIDE. 

It hath been suiulry whiles delntec!, most affable lady and 
you, courteous gentlemen, amongst men of learning and those 
dedicated to the service of courts, if any lau<lable work or act 
of amrtesy or generosity that a courtier may use towards his 
lord should l)e styled lil)erality and C(mrte?»y or if in<lce<l it 
should not rather be holden a matter of obligation and duty. 
Nor do folk differ without reason concerning this ; inasmuch 
as, in the opinion of many, it is abundantly clear that a 
servant can never avail daily to do so much towards his lord 
but much more shall still In: due from him. For if by chance 
be have not the favour of his king and lie yet fain (like all 
who serve) to have it, what thir^, how difficult soever it 
may l>e, should he e\*er stint to do, so he may gain the 
desired grace? See we not many who, to ingratiate them* 
selves with their |>rince, have exposed their own lives to 
a thousand risks and often to a thousand deaths ? Again, 
if he fmd himself in favour and know himself lieloved 
of his master, how many toils and how many annoys 
doth it liehove him suffer, so he may maintain himself in 
re|Hite and avail to retain and augment the gotten grace? 
It is, as you know, a common saying ami one extolleil by 
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the ingenious poet that it is no less a virtue ' to conserve 
things acquired than to acquire them. Others on the contrary 
contend and study with very potent arguments to prove that 
all the servant doth, beyond his bare due and over and above 
the obligation he hath to serve his lord, is a liberality and an 
occasion of binding his master mito himself and inciting him 
to fresh favours, it being known that, once a man doth his 
office unto which he is deputed of his lord and doth it with all 
due diligence and ability, he hath acquitted him of his duty 
and deserveth to be meetly guerdoned of Iwn.' However, 
since we arc not assembled here for debate, but for story* 
telling, we will leave disputations on one side, what while I 
tell you that which was wrougfaten of an illustrious king 
ancnt the matter in question ; and my story ended, an there 
be any here who would lain discourse thereof more at large, 
methinketh he will have a free field to nm at his lebure one 
or more courses, as it shall most please him. 

You must know, then, that there was aforetime in the 
kingdom of Persia a king called Artaxerxes, a man of 
exceeding great heart and much exercised in arms. He it 
was who, as the Persian annals tell, or ever he had gotten 
any military rank in the army, being yet a private soldier, 
slew Artabanes,' the last king of the Arsacidx, under whom 
he served, and restored to the Persians the dominion of 
Persia, which had been in the hand of the Macedonians and 
of other peoples since the death of Darius,* who was over- 
come by Alexander the Great ; [that is to say,] for the space 
of some five hundred and thirty-eight* years. He, then, 
having freed all Persia and being made king by the people, 
held a court [which was a school] of magnificence and noble 

1 i>. tbat no less virtue (or merit) is required, etc. 

* f>. of his lord. ' a.d. 226. * b.c. 33a ^ Sic. 
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dcedi; and he bimsclf, bcine most spleiulul in alt hii 
•ctioiu, over anil above the lilln which he had valiantly 
won in Uoudy Iraiiles, was holilen thi<>ut:huut all the EoM 
for the mibt liberal and magnanimous prince of his day ; 
more liy token that in his enlcilainmcnti he wis n new 
Lucullus, mmt hospitably entreating (he stiangen who came 
to hi* euurt. lis had a seneschal, Aiiohononcs by name, 
whose office it was, whenas the king made a banquet in 
public, lu faie, mounted on a while charger and holding 
a mace of gold in hia hand, before the sewers who boie the 
king's meal in votsels of gold covered with ibc finest lineo 
cloths, all counterpointed and wrnughlen in silk and gold 
•ftei the goodliest fathiun ; which sai<l olTicc of seneschal 
was supremely cslcemcil ami was cimimonly given In one of 
the lirsl barotis uf the realm. Now the said Ariolorianci, 
(furl^ that he was of very nuhle lineage and so rich that 
there waa well nigh none in the kingiloni to match with him 
for wealth,) was to t>.x>[ thu nuist courteous an<1 t;cneroui> 
gentleman that fri.i|uenlal the court ; and to such a pitch 
did he carry the [aoctice uf magnanimity and of sgieniling 
without Mint that, leaving the miildle term in which all 
virtue consisicih, he many a while, inclining unto eiltcmes, 
fell into the vice of pnxligalily ; whence oflenlimes it seemed 
thai not only wiuUl he fain even himwlf with his king in 
works of collrlc^y, lul studied with all his might to ovet|iaii 
andcmldohim. 

The kin,{ one day callot for the che«^-1.>aid and woukl 
have AriollarIane^ i>lay with him at the ches'-, which game 
was in those dap high in esteem among the rerhians, a good 
player ticing homiureil ami exlotleil as is nowailayt amongst 
ourselves an eicellent leasoner u|ion matters litcraiy and 
philoMiphical. Acciwdingly, seatii^ themselves tneragainsl 
each ulher at a uldc in Ibc royal hall, where were many 



great personages who watdied their plmy intently and in 
silence, they b^an, as best they knew, to assail one another 
with the chessmen and Ariobaizanes, — ^whether he played 
better than the king or whether the latter after some few moves 
had no longer his mind in the game or whatever might have 
been the cause, — lednced the king to snch straits that needs 
must he suffer checkmate in two or three moves. Artaxerxes, 
becoming aware of his danger, waxed mnch redder in the 
£ice than of his wont and bethinking him an there were any 
means of averting the checkmate, gave all who viewed the 
game to know, by his sighs and shaking of the head and other 
gestures, that it irked him sore to be come to such a pass. 
The seneschal, perceiving this and seeing his lord's natural 
confusion, could not btook it, bat made a cast, moving one 
of his knights of set purpose, to open the road to the other's 
king, on such wise that not only did he release him from the 
peril wherein he was, bat left a rook of his own exposed and 
altogether unguarded, whereby the game abode equaL There- 
upon the king, — who knew full well his officer^ generosity and 
greatness of mind, for that he had made proof of him in many 
other things, — feigning not to see that he might have taken 
the rook, dealt the chessmen a blow with his hand and rising 
to his feet, said, ** No more, Ariobarzanes ; the game is yours 
and I confess myself beaten. " Now it occurred to Artaxerxes 
his mind that Ariobarzanes had done this, not so muclv of 
courtesy as to lay his king under an obligation to himself; 
the which himseemed was ill done, and therefore he would 
play no more. Algates, he never by word or deed showed 
that this his seneschal's courtesy had displeased him, albeit 
indeed he would fain have had Ariobarzanes forbear such 
actions, whenas he played or did othcrwhat with himself, and 
would have had him, if he must e en play the courteous and 
the magnificent, do it with his inferiors or equals, forasmuch 
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as himseemed it was ill done that a servant should seek to 
tilt at equal weapons with his master in matters of courtesy 
and liberality. 

Not many days after this, being in Persepolis, a chief city 
of Persia, he ordained a very goodly hunting of the wild 
beasts which that country produceth and which are very 
different firom these of ours, and all being set in train, he 
betook himself with his whole court to the trysting-place. 
There, great part of a wood being compassed about with 
nets and overspread with many snares, the king, having 
posted his huntsmen as seemed to him fittest, applied himself 
with hounds and horns to rouse the game firom their dens and 
lurking-places ; when, behold, there sprang out an exceeding 
fierce and nimble wild beast, which overleapt the nets at a 
bound and took to flight with the utmost swiftness. The king, 
seeing the strange animal, resolved to ensue it and put it to 
death ; wherefore, signing to certain of his barons, whereof 
Ariobarzanes was one, to attend him in the pursuit, he gave 
his horse the rein and addressed himself to follow the beast 
It chanced that the king was that day mounted on a horse 
which was for its exceeding fleetness so dear to him that he 
would have given a thousand others of his to save that one, 
more by token that, besides its swiftness of foot, it was 
especially apt unto skirmishes and deeds of arms, and ensuing 
thus with a loose rein the flying (rather than running) beast, 
ne so far outwent his company that he had presently none 
left with him save Ariobarzanes, (whose horse was on like wise 
holden of the best found at court) followed by one of his 
men, whom he still carried after him to the chase, well 
mounted. Now, as the three fared on at full speed, Ario- 
barzanes perceived that his lord's horse was fallen unshod of 
the forefeet and that the stones began to chafe his hoofs ; 
wherefore needs must the king lose the diversion which he 
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was in act to take of the dmse or the horse be marred, 
neither of which things mig^t betide without marveUoiisly 
displeasing Artaxerxes, who was unaware that the horse had 
cast its shoes. The seneschal no sooner observed this than 
he dismounted and taking from his follower the hammer and 
pincers, which he still carried with him against such accidents, 
withdrew from his own good horse the two fbieshoes to put 
them on the kii^ courser, purposing after to adventure his 
own steed in following the chase. Aooordingly, he cried to 
the king to halt and warned him of his horse's peril ; 
whereupon Artaxenes alighted and seeing the two shoes 
in the servant's hand, took no more thought thereto, 
imagining belike that Ariobarzanes caused carry them 
against the like occasions or that they were e'en those 
which his own horse had cast, and waited for the latter 
to be reshod, so he mig^t remount ; but, when he saw the 
seneschal's good steed without foreshoes, he knew frill 
well that this was one of Ariobarzanes his courtesies and 
bethinking himself to overcome him by that same means 
wherewith he studied to outdo himself, made him a gift of 
the horse, shod as he was. Thus, then, the king chose 
rather to lose the pleasure of the chase than to be outdone 
in courtesy by one of his servants, having r^ard to (he 
greatness of soul of the latter, who seemed as he would 
fain vie with himself in glorious and generous actions. The 
seneschal deemed it unmeet to refrise his lord's gift, but 
accepted it with that same magnanimity which had caused 
him unshoe his own horse, algates awaiting another occasion 
of out-doing his master in courtesy and of making him 
bdiolden to himself; nor had they abidden long when there 
came up many of those who followed after and the king, 
taking one of his officers' horses, returned to the city with 
all his company. 
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A few days thereaf^erward, the king let publish a solemn 
and pompous jousting for the day of the Calends of May ; 
whereat the prize to be given to the winner was a spirited 
and generous courser, with a richly wroughten bridle, curbed 
with fine gold, and a saddle of exceeding great price, whose 
furnitures were no whit unworthy of the bridle, whibt the 
reins were two chains of gold, very curiously fashioned. The 
horse was covered with a housing of three-piled gold brocade, 
garded with a very goodly fringe of broidery and hung all 
with morris-bells and rattles and camponels of gold, and at 
the saddle bow was a very costly tuck with a scabbard all 
engrailed with pearls and jewels of great price, whilst to the 
other side was made fast a very strong and goodly mace, 
curiously wroughten after the Damascus fashion.^ More- 
over, hard by the steed were set up, trophy-wise, all the 
harness which behoveth unto a knight-coml)atant, and that 
so rich and goodly that none might be more. The shield 
was marvellous and strong and might, together with a gilt 
and goodly lance,, be seen on the day appointed for the 
jousting ; and all these things were to be given to the victor 
in the jousts. Accordingly, many strangers resorted to so 
notable a festival, some to joust and some to look upon 
the splendid spectacle of the jousting. Of the king's own 
subjects there abode neither knight nor baron but there 
appeared, richly apparelled, and among the first who gave 
their names was the king's first-bom son, a very valiant 
youth and of great renown in arms, who had from a child 
been bred and reared in the camp. The seneschal also gave 
his name and on like wise did many other knights, as well 
Persians as strangers, for that there was a general festival 

> i>. inlaid with gold npon ttccl or, as we should say nowadays, 
" damascened.*' 
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proclaime-^. «-ith safe-conduct to all stm^as wbo dioae to 
come or jou5t there, so but they were noble, and not other* 
wise. The king had elected for judges of the Ints three old 
bsirons. wbo had in their day been doughty of their f ic mom 
and appro\*ed in many em p rise s and were known for men of 
integrity and sound judgment ; and these had their tribone 
amiddleift-ard the lists, ovemgainst the place w huta^ the 
joosters were used to encounter. Yoo may c u otc iv e diat all 
the dames and damsels of the land flocked thither and there 
was such a concourse of people anembled as b e b ote d mto 
such a festival; nay, thoe was, bdike, no knig^ who 
jousted but had his mistress there and bore ioine token 
of her giving, as is the usance on such occasions. 

At the day and hour appointed, all the jonsten appeared 
with exceeding great pomp of ridi surcoats and capariMUS, 
an<l many lances having been broken and fiur strokes stridwn 
of many, it was the general opinion that the **■*>* ■^*"> Ario- 
barznnes would can)' off the prize of the tourney and that, 
after him, the king's son far outwent all the others, for that 
none of the jousters had furnished more than five courses, 
whereas the prince had maintained nine thereo£ The 
seneschal bi>asted ele\'en lances, doughtily and £urly broken, 
and yet another venue that he should furnish made him the 
winner of the jousts : for that twelve courses had been that 
day ap{x>in:ed unto the jousters for the winning of the prize, 
and whoso first achieved them without hindrance carried off 
the meed. The king, forsooth, desired nothing so well as 
that the honour should fall to his son, but could ill see how 
this might be, for that he plainly perceived the seneschal to 
have overmuch advantage, wherefore he discreetly dissembled 
his feelings and let nought thereof appear in his countenance. 
On the other hand, the young prince, who jousted before 
his mistress, was like to die of chagrin, seeiiig himself oat of 
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hope of the first honour, so that one same desire consumed 
the father and the son ; but the prowess and valiance of the 
seneschal and his being so near unto the goal altogether cut 
short their every hope. 

Now the seneschal, who was that day mounted upon the 
good courser that the king had given him at the chase, — 
being about to run his last lance and plainly perceiving that 
the king burned with the most ardent desire to see his son 
victorious and knowing, to boot, the youth's mind, who, for 
the honour of the thing and the presence of the lady he loved, 
was all aflame with like desire,^Hdetermined to despoil himself 
of so great an honour and leave it to the son of his king. 
He knew full well that these his courtesies pleased not the 
king; nevertheless, he was resolved, by persevering, to 
overcome his prejudice, not to have him bestow more largesse 
upon him, but solely to do himself honour and to acquire 
renown ; and himseemed the king was ungrateful to him in 
that he chose not to take in gree those his generous actions. 
Accordingly, being altogether purposed to do on such sort 
that the honour should fall to the king's son, he couched his 
lance and as the prince (for it was he who came against him) 
was on the point of encountering with him, he let his lance 
fjEdl from his hand and said, ** Let this my courtesy go with 
the others, unvalued though it be;" whereupon the king's 
son struck his opponent's shield £urly and breaking his lance 
into a thousand splinters, won the tenth course. 

Many heard that which the seneschal said, whenas he cast 
his lance to the ground, and all the bystanders perceived 
that he had forborne of set purpose to strike and achieve his 
last course, so the king's son might have the much-desired 
honour of the jousts. Therewithal he departed the lists and 
the prince, breaking his last two lances without overgreat 
pains, abode poss^sed of the prize and of the honour. 



Accordingly, to the sound of a thousand instruments of 
music, he was escorted in great pomp throng^ all the dty, 
with the prize of the jousts carried bdbre him, and amongst 
the rest the seneschal still accompanied him with a hlithe 
countenance, extolliz^ the joath's prowess. The king, who 
was a very sagadous man and had many a time made proof 
of his seneschal^ prowess in other jousts and tourneys, 
tilting-matches and battles and had still found him prudent, 
well-advised and exceeding doughty of fab person, perceived 
but too well that the dropping of the lance was not by 
chance, but had been done of set purpose, and was confirmed 
in his opinion of his magnanimity and genero s ity. And in 
truth exceeding great was the courtesy of Ariobarzanes the 
seneschal, so great that methinketh there are very few to be 
found who would care to imitate him. We daily see many 
who are liberal bestowers of the gifts of fortune and give 
very lavishly to these and to those, now raiment, now silver 
and gold, now jewels and many other things of great value, 
and great lords are seen not only to be large and liberal of 
these things unto those who serve them, but eke of their 
munificence to guerdon them with castles, lands and cities. 
>Miat shall we say of those who oftentimes, to serve otheis 
therewithal, are pnrodigal of their proper blood, ay, and of 
life itself? Of such and the like instances all the books 
of the one and the other language * are fiill ; but he who 
maketh light of glory and is lavish of his own honour is 
yet to be found. The victorious captain, after the bloody 
conflict, bestoweth on his fellow-soldiers the spoib of the 
foe, giveth them prisoners and shareth with them all the 
booty, but the glory and honour of the battle he rcserveth 
unto himself; and (as divinely writeth the true father of 

I ix, Greek and Latin. 
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Roman eloquence) those philosophers, who write of the 
obligation to make light of glory, themselves seek glory with 
their written books. ^ 

Now the king, to whom these magnanimities and courtesies 
of the seneschal were not pleasing, nay, were irksome, (for 
that he accounted it unseemly nor anywise sufferable that a 
subject and a servant should seek not only to even himself 
with his lord, but to oblige him with works of courtesy and 
generosity,) began, as it is used to say, to give him the offing' 
nor show him such good countenance as he was used, and in 
the end he bethought himself to give him to know that he was 
sore mistaken, an he thought to make his master beholden 
to him ; and you shall hear how. It was an ancient and 
approved custom in Persia that the king should yearly with 
great pomp and festivity solemnize the anniversary of his 
coronation, on which day all the barons of the kingdom were 
bounden to present themselves at court, where the king held 
open house for eight days together with very sumptuous 
banquets and other kinds of entertainments. Accordingly, 
the anniversary of Artaxerxes his coronation come and all 
things bestowed in readiness, according to their several 
ordinance, the king, thinking to do that which he had 
in mind, commanded one of his privy chamberlains to 
betake himself to Ariobarzanes and say to him, "Ariobar- 
zanes, the king biddeth thee go thyself carry the white 
charger, the mace of gold and other the ensigns of the 
seneschalship unto Darius thine enemy and tell him on 
the king's part that he is created Seneschal-general." 

' An inexact quotation. Cicero aayt (Arch. xi. s6), Ipii ilU philo' 
*ophi eiiam in illis libellis quot de conttmnenda gloria tcfibunt 
nomen mum inscrihunt, 

* Lit. to give him wing [(iargli delP ala), ix. to avoid him, give 
him the cold shoulder. 
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The chamberlain did as it had been enjoined him of the 
king and Ariobananes, hearing this crael message, was 
like to die of chagrin, more by token that Darius was the 
bitterest enemy he had in the world ; nevertheless, like a 
high-hearted man as he was, he nowise fiuled to approve the 
greatness of his soul, but with a cheerful countenance said to 
the chamberlain, '*Be it done as it pleaseth my lord; behold, 
I go at this present to put in execution that which he oom- 
mandeth me ; " and so with all diligence he did then and 
there. The dinner hour come, Darius served as seneschal 
and the king having taken his seat, Ariobarzanes with a 
cheerful aspect seated himself with the other barons at table. 
Great was the wonderment of all and there were some among 
the barons who commended the king and other some, accord- 
ing as the usance is of courtiers, who in secret called him 
ungratefiiL 

The king stiU kept his eyes upon Ariobarzanes, marvelling 
greatly for that he showed himself so blithe of semblance, 
and certes he accounted him a man of most generous mind. 
Then, to carry out the design which he had conceived, he 
began with sour sayings to make known unto all his barons 
the miscontent which possessed him against Ariobarzanes and 
suborned sundry folk who should diligently spy out that 
which he said and did. Ariobarzanes, hearing his lord's 
words and provoked by flatterers who had been lessoned 
thereunto, whenas he saw that neither did the patience which 
he showed avail him nor the moderation profit him which 
he had used in speech, remembering him of his long and 
faithful service, of the mortal perils whereunto he had so 
often exposed himself for Artaxerxes, of the courtesies wrought 
and of other things galore which he had done and suffering 
himself be overcome of indignation, lost command of his 
patience and let himself be carried away of the greatness of 
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hit soul, himseeming that, instead of receiving the honour that 
wai his due, he had been blamed and that, in place of the 
recompense he merited, his office had been taken from him ; 
nay, he went so fiu* as to complain of the king with bitter 
repinings and to call him ungrateful, a thing accounted 
among the Persians a capital offence against the royal dignity. 
He would gladly have departed the court and retired to his 
castles, but this was not lawful unto him without the know- 
ledge and licence of the king, and his heart suffered him 
not to crave leave of him. 

Meanwhile, all that Ariobarzanes said and did was reported 
unto Artaxerxes ; wherefore, he let call him one day to himself 
and bespoke him thus, saying, ** Ariobarzanes, thy lamenta- 
tions, scattered broadcast, thy bitter complainings, uttered 
now here, now there, and thy continual murmurings have by 
the many windows of my palace penetrated to mine ears and 
have given mc to apprehend a thing of thee which I with 
difficulty believe. Now I would e*cn know from thee that 
which hath induced thee to bemoan thyself thus; for thoa 
knowest that in Persia to complain of one*s king and 
especially to call him ungrateful is no less a default than to 
blame the Immortal Gods, inasmuch as our ancient statutes 
ordain that kings shall be re\'ercnced even as the G<xls, 
more by token that of all the offences punished by our laws, 
the sin of ingratitude is that which is most rigorously avenged. 
Come, then, tell me in what thou hast been wronged by me. 
For, allieit I am a king, it behoveth me to offend none 
without reason ; else I shouhl deser>'e to be called, not a 
king, as I am, but a tyrant, which I would fain never be. ** 

Ariolorzanes, who was full of despite, ensuing withal the 
greatness of his soul, repeated all that he had said in diven 
places, complaining sore of the king; whereto the latter 
replied thus, saying, **Knowest thou, Ariobarzanes, the 
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cause which mofved me (and justly) to deprive thee of the 
rank and office of seneschal ? It was for that thou sooghtest 
to deprive me of mine [own rank and office]. Unto me 
doth it pertain to be in all my dealings liberal, courteous 
and magnificent, to use courtesy unto eveiy one, to bind 
my servants to me by giving them of my good and to 
reward them, not strictly according to the balance of the 
works done of them to my service and profit, but still to 
give them more than that which they have merited. It 
behoveth me never to keep my hands closed in the matter 
of worthy works of liberality nor ever show myself weary 
of giving unto my servants and unto strangers, according 
as the case requireth ; for this is the proper office of every 
king and of mysdf in particular. But thou, who art my 
servant, thou seekest in a thousand ways with thine acts 
of courtesy, — not to serve me and do that which it behoveth 
thee do towards me who am thy lord, but by thy works to 
bind me unto thee with an indissoluble bond and to do on 
such wise that I shall ever abide under the utmost obligation 
to thee, ^^^lerefo^e, tell me, what guerdon could I render 
thee, what gift could I give thee, what reward could I ever 
bestow on thee, so I might after be st}'led therefor liberal, 
an thou shouldst first have bounden me to thee with thy 
courtesies? High and magnanimous princes then first begin 
to love a servant whenas they largesse and exalt him, having 
still a care that the gift overpass the desert, for otherwise 
'twere neither liberality nor courtesy. The conqueror of the 
world, the great Alexander, havii^ taken a very rich and 
powerful city, which many of his barons desired to have 
and which had been sought of him by those who had 
honourably wearied themselves in arms to gain it and had 
shed their proper blood there, chose not to give it unto 
those who by their merits had approved themselves worthy 
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thereof, but, calling a poor man who was present there by 
chance, bestowed it upon him, so his magnificence and 
liberality, being used towards so mean and abject a person, 
should acquire the greater lustre and the brighter fame ; for 
that a benefit conferred on such a man caimot be said to 
proceed from any obligation, but is plainly seen to be sheer 
liberality, sheer courtesy, sheer magnificence and sheer 
generosity, proceeding from a lofty and magnanimous heart 
Marry, I mean not to say that the faithful servant should 
not be guerdoned, for that that still behoveth, nay, but ( 
would infer that the reward should still outpass the desert 
of him who serveth. Wherefore I say to thee that thou, 
meriting so much as thou meritest every day and seeking, 
as thou dost without cease, infinitely to oblige me with thy 
lavish courtesies, renderest me unable to requite thee, on 
such wise that thou estoppest the way against my liberality. 
Seest thou not that I am forestalled and prevented by thee 
in the midward of my wonted course, the which is with gifts 
to make my servants loving, grateful and beholden to me, 
giving them daily of my good, and if one of them by his 
service merit one talent, to give him two or three ? Knowest 
thou not that, the less the reward is expected by them, 
so much the rather do I give it them and the gladlier do 
I advance and honour them ? Apply thyself then, Ariobar- 
zanes, henceforward to live on such sort that thou be known 
for servant and I reputed for lord, as I am. All princes, in 
my judgment, seek two things of their servants, to wit, 
love and fidelity, the which being found, they concern not 
themselves to look farther. Wherefore whoso seeketh, as 
thou dost, to vie with me in courtesy will find in the end 
that I shall bear him little goodwill therefor.' And this 
more I will e*en say to thee that, whenas I will, I warrant 
me I will take from a servant of mine of his goods and 



make them mine and withal I shall both by him and bj 
others who know of it be declared truly courteous and 
magnanimous ; nor will this be denied of thee ; nay, thou 
wilt voluntarily ooofess it whenassoever it occurreth to my 
mind to do iL** 

Here the king stinted and Ariobananes very reverently, 
but with an undaunted spirit, replied to him on this wise, 
sa3^ng, ** Never, most invincible king, have I sought to 
outdo or to equal your infinite and inconceivable courtesy 
with my actions, nay, I have but striven so to do that you, 
ay, and all the world, should plainly understand that I 
desire nothing so much as your &vour, and God fiNrbid 
I should ever fidl into so great an error as that I should 
assume to vie with your greatness ! Who b there should 
seek to despoil the sun of his light? Meseemed, indeed, 
and meseemeth yet that not only is it my duty to be a lavish 
bestower, for your honour and service, of my worldly goods, 
having had them of you, but that it behoveth me, to boot, 
for the welfare of your crown, to be not only liberal, but 
prodigal of this my life. And if it seem to you that I have 
sought to tilt with you at evens in the matter of magnanimity, 
you should have considered that I did this the more entirely 
to have your favour and to the end that you might from day 
to day incline more and more to love me, meseeming that 
the aim of every servant should be to seek with all his might 
the love and favour of his lord. Now, I may indeed, most 
invincible king, declare against my every belief, an you will 
have me confess thus, that to have been magnanimous, 
generous and courteous meriteth blame and chastisement and 
your disfavour, as hath very manifestly been proven upon me 
by your dealings ; albeit I am fain to live and die in my 
(to my thinking) honourable and laudable purpose ; but that 
a lord of mine, whose duty it is to give me of his good, can. 



ill (ftking from me mine own, approve bimtdf libera] Mid 
cooTteotii and thai thii U well done, I will never allow." 

The ki:^, tieahng thcK last words, arose and laid, "Ario- 
bananet, il a praently no time (o dispute with thee, for that 
Ibe disciusion and judgroenl of that which thou hait laid and 
done of me I commit unto the grave coiuidention of my 
eooiuellon, whoihall in due leaion maturclyjud(^ the whole, 
■coording to the Eawi and cuilomi at PrnU. For the noocx 
h nifficclh me that I am rescHired (o thaw thee by effect that 
thM which thou now denial ii true and thou thyself shall 
OMifen il with Ihine own lips. Meantime do thou b^ooe 
to thy eutln nor come >f^n to the court, except thou be 
Nquircd of me. " Ariolorunei, hearing ihii tinal ordinance 
€f hii lord, returned home and betuolt hinuelf much more 
tlian willingly into the country to hii csilla, glad to find 
Umiclf no longer all day long under the eyci of his enemies, 
bal full of misfimtent for the commilment which the king 
ibrealened lo make to bii connci] of the thingi uid by him. 
Ncverthelesa, peepored lo suffer every Fortune, be went divert' 
ing himself with ihe pleaiurct of the chatc. 

lie had two daughters, and no more, left him of his wife, 
wbo wu dead, and l»(h accomiteil very fair ; but the elitcr 
was without compare more beautiful than Ihe other and was 
grealer of age than the liy a year. The fame of their Imuty 
•pcesul aliroail Ihroogboul all I'ersia nor was there any great 
baron in Ihe land Init bad gladly allied himself with Alio- 
bwuuiei. %Vhenas the lalter hail aUiIden some four months 
U a castle of hit, which pleased him more than the others by 
reason of the lir, which there was pcrfcel, and also liccause 
there was very gmlly hunting there u well for bounds as for 
hawlu, there came thither one o( the king's heralds, who said 
to him, " Ariotaiianes, the king my master liiddeih ihec 
•end him lo court 17 me bet of thy two daugblen wbo ii 
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£urer than the other." At this commandment, Ariobaizanes, 
unable to divine the king's intent, rerolved divers things in 
himself concerning the matter and ultimately, in pursuance of 
a thought which occurred to him, detemuned to send the 
younger, who, as hath already been said, was not equal to the 
elder in beauty. Accordingly he betook himself to the damsel 
and said to her, "Daughter, the king commandeth me to 
send him the £surer of my dan^ters; but, for a reason of 
mine own, which it skilleth not presently to tell thee, I choose 
that thou be she who shall go to him ; but have a care (and 
stablish thyself in this purpose) never to tell him that thou 
art less fair than thy sister, inasmuch as silence [on this point] 
will bring thee exceeding great profit and to dscover thyself 
would be to me a cause of irreparable injury, nay, even, 
belike of bereaving me of life. For the rest, whenas thou 
shalt know thyself with child, say not a word to any nor make 
any sign of pregnancy; but, as soon thou seest thy belly 
grow great on such wise that it may no longer be hidden, then 
do thou, as shall seem to thee fittest, give the king to under- 
stand that thy sister is much fairer than thou and that thou 
art the jrounger." 

The damsel, who was intelligent and quick-witted, having 
heard her father *s injunctions and being made cc^izant of 
his design, promised to do as it was enjoined her and 
accordingly, together with the herald, was escorted to the 
court by an honourable company. It was an easy matter to 
deceive the king and the others, for that, albeit the elder 
was the furer, there was withal no such great inequality 
between the two sisters but that, if the 3rounger was not 
indeed to be evened with the other, she still appeared unto 
all exceeding £ur ; moreover, they were so alike of feature 
that whoso was not more than commonly conversant with 
them had not lightly perceived which was the elder, and 
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Ariobtnanes had, to boot, kept them on such wise that 
they might rarely be seen. Now the king*s wife had died 
some yean before ; wherefore he determined to take to wife 
Arioborxanes his daughter, who, for all she was not of royal 
blood, was natheless very noble. Accordingly, having seen 
her and judged her far fairer than he had apprehended by 
report, he solemnly espoused her in the presence of hb 
barons and despatched a messenger to Ahobarxanes, bidding 
him send him the dowry of his daughter whom he had taken 
to wife. Ariobarzanes, hearing this news and overjoyed at 
so happy a chance, sent his daughter such dowry as she 
knew he had publicly engaged to give as well to the one as 
to the other of the twain. There were many at court who 
mar\'elled amain that the king, being already in years, should 
have taken to wife a girl and especially the daughter of a 
vassal of his, whom he had banijihcd the court, and others 
commended him, according to the various usances of 
courtiers. Vet there was ncinc of them who hit upon the 
true reason which muvcd the king to make this alliance, he 
having done this to make Ariobarzanes confess that, in 
taking his good, he deserved to be called afiable and 
courteous. 

The nuptials having been celebrated with all magnificence, 
Ariobarzanes sent the king a second dowry, like unto the 
first, saying that, whcnas he appointed unto his daughters 
the dowry aforesaid, he had done it, looking to marry them to 
his equals, but, since he, who must needs lie out of e\'cry 
exception,' was become the husliond of one of them, him- 
•eemed liehoving to give him a greater dowry than he would 
have given unto whatsoever other had liccome his son-in-law. 
But the king would none of this ailditional dowry and 

^ Sic {/uor J'tfgnt gtc etd tmt). 
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h:'.ii ;:!> i:; \Ar;'.';;> d;>J''ur>c, iiiCxurrc 
might aptly enough avail to discove 
nich wise that, coming to the purpos 
that she was not £idrer than her siste 
thity was tore despited that Ariobar 
obeyed his oommandment and albeit I 
nathrkflWi to compais his design, he o 
be had aforetime sent to demand th< 
back by him to her &ther, bidding him 
lanes, since thoa hast perceived that o 
and overcome thee in generosity, thou 
courtesy, to use with him malice and di 
him, of thy two daughters, not her who 
his name, but her whom it seemed well 1 
in very deed worthy of severest chastis 
DO little incensed at such an act, sent 
again and will have me bring him the e 
I have brought thee back the dowry, aU 
gavest her." 

Ariobarxanes received both the da 
with a gcxid countenance and said to tl 
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dai^ter, wbooi the king my mutet Kckcth, I caanat 
pretentif lend with thee, for that she iieth grievoiuly tick in 
bed, u thou nuiyil see by comii^ with me to her chamber ; 
but I pleilge Ihee my faith that, ai Kion ai ihe ii rocoTctcd, 
I will leiul her to court." The herald, having leen Um 
duoKl, who lay lick abed, returned to the king and told 
him all ; whereupon he abode lalislied and awaited the end 
of the matter. Now, the said damsel not recoverii^ so soon 
[as was looked for), and the time coming of the olh«r% 
delivery, she gave birth to a goodly boy in health and weal 
of mother and child, which was a cauic of eicecding coo- 
Icnlmenl and of intinile pleasure to Aiiobananes, more tqr 
token thai in a few days' time the new-boni babe showed •» 
like in his features to the kii^ his lather that more might 
not have liccn. As soon as Ihe young lady was arisen from 
childbed, her sister being by thb recovered and become bit 
again as before, .Ariulmrianes sent Ihcm both In Ihe king, 
richly clad and undiii honouialile escort, having lint lessoned 
them what they should uy and do. When Ihey arrived 
al court, one of Ariol auianes his men said to the king, 
'■ Mighlf iirince, liehold, here !«, not one daughter only, 
that Arioboriancs your slave sendeth you, hut two, the 
which are all he hath." 

The king, hearing and seeing the liberal courtesy el 
AriolBTiann, accepled Ihe whole artd said in himself, 
" Needs must I du iin such wise that Ariotananes shall 
with supreme conienlmenl o( mind atade overcame of me." 
Accordingly, ere the messenger who had brought the danueb 
deponed, he sent to a son of his, who was callnl Cyrus, aikd 
said to him, ".'M>n, il is my will that thou espouse to thy 
wife this dain»l, my wife's sister, who is, as thou scesl, veiy 
fair : " the which the young man very willingly di<L More- 
over, the king, having taken hii wife tfua, let call ■ solcion 



festival and would have his son^ nnpCiak celebrated with 
all manner triumphs and rejoicings to endure for the space 
of eight days. Ariofaarzanes, hearing this good news nor 
having yet confessed himself outdone, nay, himseeming his 
design succeeded unto him to a wish, bethought himself to 
send the king the little son a while before bom, who, as 
hath been said, resembled him as fly resemUeth fly.^ 
Accordingly, letting make a vay goodly cradle of ivory, all 
counterpaced ' with fine gold and adorned with gems of 
great price, he earned lay the child therein in very fine 
sheets of silk and gold brocade and kC carry him, nurse and 
all, with a worshipful escort, to the king, at the time of the 
celebration of the aforesaid nuptials. 

Artaxerxes was in a very richly adorned hall, in company 
of many of his barons, when he, who had it in charge to 
present the child to the king, caused lay the cradle at his feet 
and himself fell on his knees before him. The king and all his 
barons marvelled at this thing and awaited what the messenger 
should say ; whereupon quoth the latter, still holding the 
cradle, ** Most invincible king, on the part of Ariobarzanes 
my master and your vassal, I humbly kiss your royal hand 
and with all due reverence present unto you this gift. 
Ariobarzanes rendereth your highness infinite thanks of the 
great favour which it hath pleased you to do him, in deigning 
to ally yourself ¥rith him ; wherefore, unwilling to show 
himself ungrateful for such courtesy, he sendeth you by me 
this gift " With this he uncovered the cradle and showed 
the lovely child, which was the winsomest thing in the 
world to see and showed as like unto the king as the half- 
moon to the other half ; whereupon quoth every one, without 

1 Or as w« shoold say, one pea membleth another. 
* ComiraPanaia, i.e. inlaid in compartments, panelled. 
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waiting to bear otberwhat, " Verilf, most august king, thif 
child is foun." 

Tbe king could not lale hiDucIC with gazing on the boy 
and lucb was Ihc pleasure he look in his iighl ihal he said 
nothing, what while the child, with divcis pictly cbildilh 
motioni anil Inyingi of bis baby hands, turned oftentimea 
towards his Iklher with the sweetest smiles. Then, Idling 
call (be queen and being by her also cenilied of the whole, 
he showed marvellous contentment and joyfully accepting 
his btlle K>n, was like to have avouched himself outdone. 
However, himseeming he was so fai advanced that to draw 
back wuuld have been a shame and a reproach, he determined 
yet again to use with Aiiolonanei a courteous mugnaniinily, 
by means whereof he should cither altogether nvercomc him 

him. lie had a daughter of twenty lo nne-andtwenty yean 
of age, very fair and lavesome, as one who hail lieen royally 
fared and nurtured, whom he had not yet married, reserving 

her dowry was the value of a thousand [camel-]loads of vciy 
fi[>e gold and the revenues of sundry castlewicks, withonl 
counting raiment of great price and innumerable jewd* 
which the queen her mother, djnng, had left her. 

The king, then, caMingatwul fur a way of uutihiing Arioltar- 
lanes, lieihought himself to make him his son-in-law by meana 
of this damsel, allicil him.vcmcd that to condescend unto ihia 
was to atjase himself no bllle, for that it is a grievous blol 
upon a lady of high lineage to take lo husband a man of lener 
brth; the which bctideth not with a man, for a man, though 
be b« most noble, doth not, an he take lo wife a woman al 
meaner lineage than bimM^lf, hll Iheieliy from his degree; 
inasmuch a-^, an the man lie of noble and genciiius race, he 
cnnublctb her whom he lakctb and upUftelb hei nnto Uaown 
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and reproach thereof, but emulation anc 
off the victor in that contest of court* 
overcame all other considerations and 
Accordingly, he sent to Ariobarzanes, bi 
and he, hearing the king's commandi 
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there, in the presence of all the court, 
barzanes espouse her, the which was < 
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ceremony ; but Ariobuxanes showed little joy in this 
alliance and to all appearance bestowed very few caresses 
on his bride. All the barons and gentlemen who were 
present abode amaxed to see such condescension on the part 
of their king, in that he should have taken unto himself 
a vassal of his to father and son-in-law, and blamed Ario- 
barzanes infinitely for his ungracious carriage. The latter 
abode all that day beside himself and what while the whole 
court was given up to mirth and nought was done but dance 
and the king himself held high festival for the nuptials of 
his daughter, he still occupied himself with his thoughts. 
That same night, after a most sumptuous supper, the king 
caused escort his daughter with the most ceremonial pomp 
to Ariolxirzancs his lodging and let carry with her her 
exceeding rich dowry. Arioborzanes received his Inride 
with great honour and forthright, in the presence of all the 
barons and lords who had acc(>m|)anicil her, appointe<l her 
a dowry as great as that which he had received with her 
and sent Ijack to the king the thousand loads of gold which 
he had given him to her portion. This lil>erality thus 
practised was to the king the cause at once of such extreme 
wonderment and of such cruel chagrin that he was in douU 
if he should yield to him or doom him to perpetual exile. 
Ilimseemed the loftiness of Ariolarzancs his soul was un- 
conquerable and he could not brook with {latience that one 
of hb vassals should assume to even himself with his king 
in matters of courtesy and lilierality ; wherefore he showed 
himself sore provoked, still conM<lcring in himself what he 
should do in the matter, and it was easy enough to see 
his despite and chagrin, inasmuch as he was disordered 
in countenance and l(x>kcd graciously on no one. 

Now, for that in Persia in those days kings were honoured 
and re\'crenced even as their Gods, there was amongst the 



that it might be set on the fiJcon'k bead ; then, wfaenas him- 
seemed it was time, he commanded that there should be set 
up in the market-place of the city a catafalk,' hung with 
cloths and tapestries and other trappings such as are com- 
monly used for the adornment of the like royal monuments. 
Thither he let carry the fidcon, to the sound of trumpets 
and there, by commandment of the king, a great baron set 
upon his head the crown of gold, in guerdon df the admirable 
victory which he had gotten over the eagle; after which, 
behold, there came the headsman, who, taking the crown 
firom the fsdcon's bead, severed it from his neck with the axe. 
All who were piesent abode confounded at these contrary 
effects and all began variously to discourse among themselves 
of the matter ; but the king, who stood at a window of the 
palace, watching the whole, caused proclaim silence and 
spoke thus, so loudly that he might be heard of the 
spectators, saying, "Let none presume to murmur at that 
which hath presently been wroughten anent the fidcon, for 
that all hath been done of reason aforethought. I am firmly 
persuaded that it is the office of every magnanimous prince 
to take cognizance of virtue and of vice, so he may avail to 
honour virtuous and laudable actions and punish misdeeds ; 
otherwise, he should be styled, not a king or a prince, but a 
perfidious tyrant Wherefore, having recognized in the dead 
falcon a certain generosity and greatness of mind, together 
with an exceeding lustihead, I have chosen to honour and 
guerdon this with a crown of the finest gold, for that, he 
having so valiantly slain an eagle, it behoved that such 
courage and prowess should be rewarded ; but, considering 
after that audaciously, nay, indeed, ¥rith temerity, he assailed 

1 Cafa/aJcOy i.e. a tcaflfold for the lyin^ in state of a kinf or otber 
great persona^. 
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mad slew his qneen,^ ineseeroed oeet that he shoukl safe 
the doe penidty of such wickedness, for that never is it lawful 
for the servant to imbrue his hands in the blood of his lord. 
The fiskon, having, then, slain his queen and the queen of 
all the birds, who is there can with reason blame me if 
I have caused cut off his head ? Verily, methinketh, no 
one. " This judgment, then, the lords judges dted, whenas 
they pronounced sentence upon Ariobananes, and in 
accordance therewith, they decreed that Ariobarzanes for his 
magnanimity and liberal courtesy should be crowned with a 
wreath of laurel, so regard might be had to the generosity of 
his soul ; but that, he having ¥rith such emulation, such 
fatten tness and such assiduous diligence, studied and done his 
every endeavour to vie with his king and to joust with and 
overcome him with equal, nay, greater generosity, and cause 
himself be acknowledged more liberal and magnanimous 
than he and having, to boot, murmured against him, hu 
head should for this l)e stricken off. 

Ariolxirtanes, being advertised of the severe sentence 
passed upon him, received this empoisoned shaft of fortune 
with the same greatness of soul wherewith he had suffered 
the other blows of contrary and adverse late and demeaned 
and contained himself on such wise that there was no sign 
lecn in him of melancholy or desperation. This only he 
said with a cheerful countenance in the presence of many, 
'* This alone was left unto me at the last, that I should be 
lavish unto my lord of my life and my proper blood ; the 
which I will very willingly do and on such wise that the 
world shall know I can rather die than fail of my wonted 
liberality." Accordingly, letting call the notary, he made 
hb testament, (for so the laws of Persia permitted) and 

■ Afmilm (an eagle) b jfiiaisiHS ia Italiaa. 
VUL. I. A 



m A 



so 

having thereby increased unto his wife and hb daughters 
their dowries and bequeathed unto his kinsfolk and friends 
that which seemed fit to him, he left the king great store 
of very precious jewels and to Cyrus, the king'k son and 
his own son-in-law, besides a goodly sum of monies, he 
bequeathed all his arms, as well of offence as defence, 
together with all hb horses and harness of war. Ultimately 
he ordained that, if his wife, who might be with child, 
should bear a son, the latter should be his universal heir, 
but that, if she bore a maid-child, she should be dowered 
equally with his other two daughters and that the residue of 
his substance should be divided between the three sisters in 
equal shares ; and he also provided that all his servants 
should be guerdoned according to their degree ; all which 
being, according to the custom of Persia, published the day 
before that whereon he was to die, it was adjudged of all 
that never had there been in that country (nor belike in those 
that neighboured it about) a more liberal and magnanimous 
man ; and if there were some envious folk who had still 
sought to ruin him with the king, all the others showed 
themselves sore chagrined that he should die after such a 
fashion. Now, in the like cases it was not lawful unto any, 
whosoever they might be, to supplicate the king for the 
condemned man's life ; wherefore the wife and daughters of 
Ariobarzanes, together with his kinsfolk and friends, abode 
in the utmost affliction and did nought but weep night and 
day. 

The eighth day come, (for that the condemned man hath so 
much respite to set his affairs in order,) there was a tribune, 
all hung with black cloth, set up, by the king's comraai^ 
mcnt, amiddlcward the great place, and overagainst it another 
coveretl with purple and silken stuffs, whereas the king, an he 
would, might sit in the midst of the judges, and the culprit s 
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sentence having been read, command with his own mouth 
that the same be executed or, if he would, lit)crate and absolve 
the condemned man ; hut, if the king choose not to be present 
at the execution, the eldest of the judges, being possessed of 
the king's will, speedily carrieth the whole into effect The 
king (whom indeed it grie\'ed that so magnanimous a man 
and one in whom he so much trusted and hU own father and 
•on-in-law should have so horrible an end) chose that morn- 
ing to be present at all, as well to see Ariobarzanes his 
countenance as also to find a means of saving him. Accord- 
ingly, Ariobarzanes was brought by the officers of justice upon 
the tribune and there splemli<lly apparelled and crowned 
with the laurel crown ; then, after a little, he was despoiled 
of the rich vestments and of the crown and clad in his wonted 
clothes. 

The headsman abode awaiting the ultimate commandment 
to do his mournful office and had already uprcarcd his tren- 
chant j;laivc when the king looketl Arioliorzanes (who was 
neither more nor less change*! of his [wontc<i] colour and 
countenance than as if the thing concerned him not, and yet 
he might reasonably l)elicve that the headsman was altout to 
strike off his head) fixedly in the face and seeing his proud 
constancy and unvanquished min<l, l)cs{K)ke him thus, saying, 
in a loud voice that was hcanl of all, ** Arioliorzanes, as thou 
must know, it is not I who have doometl thee to death, Init 
thine own ill-orderetl actions and the statutes of this realm 
which have brought thee to this pass ; aiwl for that our sacred 
laws em|>ower me <»r in part or altogether, as mcsccmeth go<Kl, 
to {xinlon every comlemnctl criminal ami restore him to his 
former favour, I will (v> tmt thou wilt avouch thyself van- 
quisheil ami deign to take from mc thy life, liy way of gift,) 
rennt thee thy death and restore thee to thine offices and 
dignities.'* 



AriobanaDcs, who abode kneeling with bowed head, look- 
ing for his head to be stricken off, raised his eyes and turned 
towards the king; then, bethinking him that it was not so 
much the king's ill-will as the envy and malice of others and 
the serpent-tongues of his enemies that had brought him to so 
dour a pass, he determined to make use of the compassionate 
generosity and fiivour of his lord and to abide on life, so he 
might not give his foes the satis&ction of seeing him die so 
cruel a death ; wherefore, all reverently, but with a steadfost 
and sonorous voice, he thus replied unto the king, saying, 
*'Mo5t invincible my lord, revered of me even as the 
Immortal Gods, since of' thy mercy thou wouldst have me 
live, I reverently accept my life of thee by way of gift (though 
an I thought to live in thy dis&vour, I woidd not accept it) 
and altogether avouch myself vanquished. I will, then, 
abide alive to consecrate unto thine every service the life 
which thou givest me, that, as a thing received firom thy 
courtesy on loan, I may, for the benefit of thy sacred crown, 
restore it unto thee whenassoever thou shalt will it ; and this 
I will do as willingly as I now take it from thee. And since 
it hath pleased thee do me so much favour, I would fain, an 
it be not displeasing unto thee, say here in public that which 
presently occurreth unto me. ** 

The king signed to him to rise to his feet and say what he 
would; whereupon he arose and silence being made in the 
crowd, he began to speak on this wise, saying, '* There are 
two things, most sacred prince, which mostwhiles resemble 
the fluctuating waters of the sea and the unstableness of the 
winds, and yet innumerable is the tribe of fools who ensue 
them with every care and diligence. These two things, so 
much desired of every one, are princes' favour and ladies' love, 
and these oftentimes so deceive the lojral ser\*ant that in the 
end he reapeth thereof nought but repentance. To begin 
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with the matter of women, who, as b commonly said, moat- 
whiles cleave unto their worst,* thou mayst sec a young man, 
handsome, noble, rich, accomplished and endowed with many 
▼irtues, take a damsel to his sovereign lady and serve and 
honour her with the self-same fidelity which is due unto the 
Gods, making her every wish his ; nevertheless, loving, 
serving and praying his best, he cannot avail to bring himself 
in favour with his mistress, who, on the contrary, will love 
another void of every virtue and will make him possessor of 
herself; nor will she abide long in this case ere, turning away 
the latter, she will take the former ; but, inconstant and over- 
weening, whenas she shall have exalted him to the stars, she 
will, moved by natural unstableness, let him fall even to the 
abyss. And unto whoso shall <|uestion her of the reason of 
this changcfulness, she will know not to answer otherwhat 
than that it so pleaseth her ; whence it ieldom chanccth that 
a true lover can make firm his footing; nay« he still secth 
his life blown this way and that liy the fickle wind of womanly 
caprice. Again, thou mayst see, in the crnirts (if kingn and 
princes, one in such favour with his lord that it sccnieth in 
very deed the latter can do nor say aught without him ; and 
yet, what while with every care and (lains he studicth to 
maintain and to increase himself in his lord\ favour, lichold, 
the latter*s mind changeth and tnmcth untr> another and he 
who was late the first man at court findeth HimMrlf in a 
moment reduced to \>c the lasL Again, there will \>c an^ither, 
careful, diligent and assidoous in service, vcrsefl in all (he 
practice of the court and far more conremefl for hi« l<^d*t 
affairs than for his own life ; but he doth all in vain, frjr that 
it is never requited him and he sceth himself grow oUl in 
lervice, without getting any return for his {jains. A third 

1 L^r /tggi^fr, Lc ikal wkkk m wont tut 
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thou mayst see accomplished in all maimer of learning, and 
yet he dieth of hunger at court, whilst another, ignorant and 
nothing worth, is, by his lord's caprice and not of his own 
desert, made very rich, and this happeneth, not because men 
of truth and learning are unpleasing to the prince, for it is 
seen withal that he fiiivoureth and advanceth many such, but 
because yonder man's character sorteth not with his own and 
(as it is said) their humours square not together.^ How often 
will it happen that one is l^ chance encountered of thee, 
whom thou hast never yet set eyes on, and yet, as soon as thou 
seest him, he is hateful to thee as the pest and thou canst not 
any^Hse brook the sight of him, and the more he seeketh to 
do thee service and pleasure, the more doth he displease thee? 
On the other hand, thou shalt see one, whom thou hast on 
like wise never beheld and who at 6rst sight so satisfieth and 
contenteth thee and pleaseth thee on such wise that, should 
he seek of thee thy very life, thou mightest not deny it him, 
and thou feelest a certain I know not what, which enforceth 
thee to love him; nay, though he do that which is against 
thy wish, natheless, all is welL WTiat now may be the cause 
of these diversities and whether certain himiours of the blood, 
moved by some occult celestial influence, conform one with 
other, who knoweth ? In court matters, indeed, there is 
some foundation of reason to be found for these changes, to 
wit, the sharp and venomous pricks of pestiferous envy, which 
still holdeth the favourites of princes on the balance and in a 
moment uplifteth him who was alow and abaseth him who 
was aloft, on such wise that there is in courts no noisomer 
plague than this same disease of envy. All other vices are 
eath to heal in whoso hath them, or may with little pains be 

* Lit. their bloods accord not together (i* sang^i n<m u confanno 
insitmu). 
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quelled on such wise that they offend thee not ; but by what 
means, by what art and with what medicine wilt thou appease 
envy ? Verily, without thine own hurt, I see not how thou 
mayst avail to escape its sharp invidious stings. Take a man 
at court, a proud, self-sufficient, ambitious fellow, more puffed 
up with conceit than pride itself ; an thou do him reverence, 
whenas thou seest him, an thou honour and yield to him, an 
thou laud him to the skies and exalt him and humble thyself 
to him, straightway he is thy friend and cxtolleth thee for a 
wellbred and debonair courtier. Take a lecher, a man who 
is given to wanton dalliance and craveth no otherwhat than 
this fugitive pleasure ; an thou hinder him not in his amours, 
an thou blame not his pleasures, an thou praise him before 
the ladies, he will siill Ix thy friend. Take a niggard or a 
glutton ; if thou meilicine the former with a dose of monies 
and bid the latter oftentimes to dine with thee, the one and 
the other are straightway cured. Hut take an envious man ; 
what medicine will thou find to purge so pestilent a humour ? 
An thou wouldst assain this [his disease], needs must thou 
medicine him with thine own life ; else think not that any 
remetly may ever be found for him. And who knoweth not, 
if one infected with this pestiferous disease saw me at court 
more favoured of thee, most august king, than himself and 
perceived my services to lie more accejJtable unto thee or 
that I was lietter skille<l in the use of arms or had the ad- 
vantage of him in some other particular, such as might move 
him to envy mo, who, I say, knoweth not that such an one 
might never lie assaine<i, except he saw me deprived of thy 
(iavour, expelled from court and cast into uttermost ruin ? 
Though I should daily give him magnificent gifts, though I 
should still render him honour, praise him as most I might 
and do him every scr\'icc, it were all thrown away. lie 
would never cease to practise against me, till he saw roe 



brought to ultmuite misery; for all ot^ ranidies,were in- 
adequate and of none effect. This is the Yenomous disease 
that impesteth all courts, hindereth all w<uthy dealings and 
seeketh to do hurt unto all generous spirits. This is the 
darkling yeil which ofttimes shadoweth the eyes of man- 
kind with such obscurity that it suffereth them not to see the 
truth and so doudeth the judgment that it is unapt to discern 
the just from the unjust, being thus a most manifest cause 
that a thousand errors are daily committed in human dealings. 
And to say thereof that which presently pertaineth unto our 
purpose, there is, in fine, no vice in the world that more 
marreth courts, more looeeneth the bond of holy fellowship 
nor which bringeth mote ruin upon princes than this same 
poison of envy ; for that whoso giveth ear unto the envious, 
whoso hearkeneth unto their malignant inventions, cannot 
possibly do any good thing. But, to come now to the end of 
my discourse, the envious man doth not so mudi joy in his 
own well-being or take delight in his own advancement as he 
still rejoiceth and laugheth at others' ill fortune and bewaileth 
and sorroweth over their prosperity ; nay, to see the two eyes 
put out of his fellow's head, the emnous man would e'en pull 
out one of his own. These words, most invindble prince, I 
have been fain to say here in thy presence and in that of thy 
satraps and people, so all may understand that I had fallen 
into disfavour in thine eyes not of thine ill will nor of mine 
own default, but through the venomous tongues of the 
envious." 

Ariobarzanes his most true speech pleased the magnan- 
imous king, and albeit he felt himself touched to the quick 
by his words, nevertheless, knowing them true and such 
as might in the future be of profit unto all, he much 
commended them in every one's presence. Therewithal, 
Ariobarzanes having recdved from him his life in gift and 
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aYOuched himself vanquished, the king, knowing his worth 
and loyalty and loving him, as in truth he did, caused him 
come down from the scafToId and calling him up to his own 
place, gave him kindly welcome and kissed him, in token 
that every offence was remitted and pardoned unto him. 
Moreover, he ordained that all his offices should be restored 
onto him and to make him yet greater than he was, he gave 
him the city of Pasargada, where was the sepulchre of Cyrus, 
and commanded that he should be his lieutenant in all 
his estates and dominions and that all should obey him 
as his proper self Thus the king abode the honoured 
fiither and loving son-in-law of Ariobarzanes and still took 
counsel with him of all his dealings nor did aught of 
importance without his approof. 

Arioliarzanes, being thus restored to his master's favour 
and having by dint of sheer virtue overcome all his enemies 
and rent and broken the wea|ions of envy, liccamc, after his 
advancement unto such grandeur, yet more royal and 
benevolent in his dealings and whereas erst he did one 
courtesy, he now did two; but he displayed his magnanimity 
on such wise and pnxrceded with such measure and tem- 
perance in his magnificent actions that all the world might 
clearly discern that he thus lavishly expendeti and liestowed 
upon others the gtMxls given him by the king and by fortune, 
not to vie with his lord, but to honour him and the licttcr 
to show forth the grandeur of his court ; the which until 
his last day gloriously maintained him in the gocKl graces 
of his prince, for that the king saw, clearlier than the sun, 
that Arioliarzanes had I)een fashioned liy nature to \ie a 
shining mirror of courtesy and generosity and that fire might 
be sooner deprived of heat and the sun of light than he 
estopped from the practice of magnificence ; wherefore he 
stinted not to honour him, to exalt and to enrich him more 
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and more every day, so he might have the better means 
to give largely. And in truth, albeit these two virtues, 
courtesy and liberality, well become all and several, and 
without these a man is not verily a man, yet over all do 
they beseem rich men and princes and great lords, in whom 
they show as orient gems in fine and bomished gold or 
as in a very fair and gracious lady two lovely eyes and 
two goodly ivory hands, such as, most gracious lady, are 
your fair eyes and your hands beyond compare most 
beautlfiiL 



to tfie mo0t nSablt gmtltman Siisaox I. iScipionc 

9tttUano. 

There are some who marvellously delight in making mock 
of their fellows and who, whcnas it l)Ctidcth thc^m to succeed 
in putting off some cheat on whosoever it may lie, glory 
therein and hold themselves thereby of great account and 
mighty quick-witted and clever. Vet, if by chance the 
counterchangc be rendered them, to wit, if they l)c l)cf(x>led 
of others, it hapjxineth as with buffooas, whom it more 
displeaseth to be once outwitted than it rejoiceth them for 
an humlred scur\'y tricks aforetime played u(x>n others. So 
is it with these, who cannot brook that others should make 
mock of them, all)eit themselves would fain never do other- 
what than cozen these and those. Wherefore meseemeth it 
tt mighty well done an there !« whiles rendcre^l them a loaf 
for their bannock, so that, like as an ass giveth against a wall, 
such he may receive ; * the which was seen of these latter 
days, whenas the lord G>unt Antonio Crivello let rehearse his 
stage-play with so sumptuous an ordinance, a trick having 
been played upon Calcagnino the juggler, whereuj)on he 
fell into such a choler that, had he waxed but a little hotter, 

' AccincA* ftut/ naimo M in parrir, fa/ ricrra ; i.e. that be majr jfrt 
«• food at be gtveih. Sec my "Decameron of IkKcaccio," Vol. I. 
p. 122, note. 
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methinketh he had died, albeit, whenassoever he cozeneth any, 
he laugheth and cracketh and prateth thereof to such a pitch 
that he often sheddeth tears for excess of langhter. Sundry 
folk debating one day of this matter and various things being 
alleged, to see if the origin of such humours might be 
ascertained, but there being none there who hit upon the 
true cause, they passed to discourse of other matters and it 
being devised CKf the tricks which men and women use often- 
times to play one another, Messer Ottonello Pasini, a learned 
man and a merry companion, told a story which much pleased 
all the listeners. This story I have written down and know- 
ing you to be acquainted with the persons who figure therein 
and whom I have for obvious reasons forborne to name, I 
have bethought myself to make you a gift thereof, it not being 
permitted me to certify you with otherwhat how much I 
desire to do you service, as well because you deserve, for 
your rare and excellent qualities, to be of all respected and 
honoured as for the many fiiivours which I have received fipom 
you. I warrant you, indeed, that, if the husband of the lady 
who was so finely cozened were alive, I shouM not publish 
this story, for that it might be the occasion of great mischief, 
putting arms peradventurc in the hand of some fnend of 
ours.^ You v^nll greatly oblige mc if [after you have read it,] 
you will impart it to Seigniors Annibale and Carlo, your 
brothers, who will, I know, read it with pleasure, and you 
must also show it to our two Muses, the Countess Cecilia 
Gallerana and the Lady Camilla Scarampa, who are in truth 
in this our age two shining lights of the Italian tongue. Fare 
you welL 

1 i.e. embroiling him in a qaarrel, forcing him to take op aums io 
his own defence. 



OF A TRICK PLAYED BY A LADY UPON A 
GENTLEMAN AND OF THE TWOFOLD 
RETURN HE RENDERETH HER THEREFOR. 

It is not many years since there was, in a city of 
Lomliardy, a gentlewoman of good repute and very richly 
married, who was more fantastical and humoursomc than 
behoved unto a lady of consideration and took marvellout 
delight in giving the flout unto alL She was used oftentimes 
to befool this one or that and after laugh at him in company 
with other ladies, on such wise that none dared pay court to 
her nor use overmuch familiarity with her, for that she, 
being malapert and saucy and having the string of her 
tongue cut, or rather broken,* said all that came to her 
mind, [recking little what], so but she gave each his share, 
be he who he might, and had a stinging quip for every one. 
And for that in good sooth it )>eseemeth not a gentleman to 
contend with women nor bandy wonls with them, seeing 
they should still l)e respected and honoured of us men, well 
nigh all eschewed coming overmuch to parley with her, it 
being notorious how l(X>se-tongued and how caustic she was 
of speech and that she had no respect for any. Nevertheless, 
she was lieyoml measure fair ami so well formed in all the 
parts which make a fair lady and did all after such a 

* Or, as we sbould say, *' having b«r tooga« wcU hoof.*' 
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sprightly fashion and with such elegance and grace that it 
seemed every act, every gesture and every movement added 
unto her a certain I know not what, ay» and so goodly an 
air that she was without peer in all Lombardy. There were 
some who, not throughly knowing the lady's character, set 
themselves to court her and make love to her ; but she, after 
feeding them awhile with dulcet looks, rid herself of them, 
now with one trick and now with another, on such wise that 
the unwary lovers abode woefully befooled. And albeit she 
was, as I have said, feshious and unlovesome, it pleased her 
withal to be courted and oftentimes, the better to allure 
gallants, she feigned to have a mind for the sport and to be 
enamoured of this one or that ; but, ultimately, whenas the 
maggot bit her, it seemed as she had never known any one 
of them. 

Now it chanced that a rich and very noble youth of the 
same city, albeit he had heard tell of the tricks played by 
the lady upon many men and understood her character and 
humour, seeing her so fair and agreeable and thinking every 
day, more than it behoved, upon her and her beauties which 
seemed to him angelical, rather than mortal, fell so cruelly 
in love with her that he could turn his thought unto nought 
else and perceived that he was more in another's power 
than in his own. WTierefore, revolving in himself various 
thoughts of this his new love and of the lady's fashions, 
which had been already told him, and waxing now glad and 
now sad, according as he hoped or despaired, he determined 
to seek, by every means in his power, to win her favours. 
Accordingly, he fell to passing often through the street 
where she dwelt and every day, seeing her at the door, 
saluted her very lovingly and then, halting, afoot or ahorse- 
back, as the case might be, cnteretl into discourse with her. 
And although he dared not discover himself to her with 
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words, algates his eyes and his ardent sighs spoke for him ; 
wherefore the lady, who was quick-witted and shrewd and 
immoderately delighted to be courted and who valued her- 
self at her full worth or maybe more, ogled him bytimcs 
out of the tail of her eye and studied little by little to give 
him to understand that she had compassion upon him. 

Now the young man had a sister, who alxxie near his 
mistress's house, and for that mescemeth not well, for gocxl 
reasons, to tell their very names, having already forborne the 
name of the city, we will call the sister Barbara and the lady 
herself Elconora. This Barbara had been left a widow and 
was in act to rear a little son, her only child and exceeding 
rich as heir unto her dead husband, who had left her lady and 
mistress, and the youth, who shall l)e called Pompeo, was 
enforccil, whenas he went to his sister's house, to pass before 
that of Eleonora ; the which he reckoned a very great favour 
[of fortune], more liy tukcn that his sister was very intimate 
with the said Klconora and they were often in each other's 
coni(>any. Me one day took courage tu discover unto his 
mistress all his love, beseeching her to have pity on him and 
acce|>t him to servant and saying many other things, after the 
manner of lovers. The lady, who recked not of any man 
alive, herseeming it were ill done to make mock of Pompeo, 
ibr that he was one of the Brst men of the city, Ixide him 
provide himself with another mistress and l)es))eak her no 
more of the matter; Init he, nowise alioshed for this, persisted 
in following her nnd still, whenassocver he had commodity, 
enteretl u\nin discourse of his case, whilst she still showed 
herself dourer arul more contrary to him, whereat he was 
like to tli-s|>air. 

Matters lieing at this pass, rom|>eo chanced one day to 
hear that Kleonora's huslmnd wa*i gone into the countr)*, it 
being towards the cml of June, ami it occurred to his mind 



to go speak with the lady and essay to render her amenable 
to his amorous desires ; wherefore, without taking overmuch 
thought thereto, love lending him courage and assurance, he 
mounted his mule and betook himself with his servants to 
her house ; where, despatching all his men with the mule to 
his sister's lodging and bidding them await him there, he 
entered all alone, it being the hour of none.^ In this 
fortune was fisivourable enough to him, inasmuch as the lady, 
who slept not at midday, was presently in a ground floor 
room, overagainst a doorway that gave upon the saloon, and 
there wrought at certain works of hers in silk. Pompeo 
accordingly, finding no one in the house, went straight to 
the saloon and putting in his head, saw the lady, ere he was 
seen of her, and entering, made towards her. She, raising 
her head, saw the young man and was all aghast, for that 
she was alone and all else in the house were asleep ; 
wherefore, ere he could speak, she said to him, "Alack, 
Pompeo, what bringeth thee hither alone at this hour?" 
He made her due obeisance and answered that, hearing her 
husband was gone into the country, he had bethought 
himself to come visit her and abide awhile in discourse with 
her and that he had entered, without being seen, having first 
despatched all his people to his sister's house. Then he 
would have entered upon the subject of his love ; but she 
interrupted him, saying, *' Alack, in what peril do you put 
your life and mine and on what a hazard' do you set my 
honour at this moment ! My husband is not gone without 
the city and cannot tarry long to return home ; for that he 
did but go out after dinner on a certain occasion and must 
presently be on his way back. For God's sake, Pompeo, 

1 ijt. three o'clock p.m. 

* Lit. in what a balance \Jbilancia)» 
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an yon reck aught of me, tn you have any ooooern for my 
honour, get you gone, for the heart quaketh in my breast 
and meseemeth every moment I see my husband. " 

Scarce had she said these words when she heard her 
husband speak so loudly in the street that she knew him 
fay the voice, as also did Pompeo ; whereat she quaked 
for fear and Pompeo also was all a-tremble and knew not 
what to do. The husband halted awhile before the door, 
to talk with some one, ere he alighted from horseback ; 
and meanwhile she, hastily bethinking herself what she 
ihould do, ' caused Pompeo lie down on a great coffer that 
Mood in the chamlier where he had found her ; then, with 
certain clothes which were there she covered him so well 
that none might espy him and bidding him on no account 
bodge any whit, awoke one of her chamlierwomen, who slept 
in an adjoining closet. IVesently, the husband, having 
dismounted, entered the sahx>n and Klconora, putting a 
good face on the matter, said with an assured voice, ** Who 
tt there? Who cometh?'* lie answered her and entering 
the chamber, seated himself on the bed and said to her, 
•' Wife mine, I have bought of a poor devil an old sword, 
the best and Bnest blade that is in this city ; nay, me- 
thinketh its like might not \ie found for many a mile round. 
I mean to let burnish it somewhat l)ettcr and 6t it with a 
fine velvet scabbard and after give it to our friend Captain 
Brusco ; for ccrtes none other weapon than this befitteth 
a man of his fashion/* So saying, he let fetch the sword 
and showing it to his wife, said to her, ** Look now if thou 
lawest ever such a blade. ** 

The lady laughed and answered jestingly, '* Faith, I 

* Or ** a sa<1Jm idea oorafrini; to her ; " lit., ** aided by sudden 
C(wa*«l " {da imMtt cfftui^^lsa atmtata), 

vol- L 5 
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have not given modi tbougfat to these weapons, for thiU dib 
is no woman's business and I understand them not, nor 
should I know what to say of their excellence, save inas- 
much as I see them well garnished and gilded, in which 
case they seem to me goodly. But I know not what yon 
think to do with the arms and the armour you have in your 
closet ; more by token that with all these your swords and 
scimitars you would not carve a junket in three strokes. 
You were better buy otherwhat and spend your monies 
upon things of more profit" "Yea, forsooth," answered 
he, ** I will buy ooi& and gewgaws, such as you buy all day 
long, for that you women, except you have every day new 
fiishions of headgear, new neckerchie& and gpl^-guded 
housings to your coaches, with two pair of Naples coursers 
or four great Frieslanders in the shafts, it seemeth you 
cannot show yourselves abroad." "Ay, ay," rejoined the 
lady, "you must still missay of women and make war 
upon them. These toys sit well upon us and are our 
peculiar appanage ; for, an we dress homely, without 
seconding our natural beauties with art, you men make 
mock of us and say that we are ill-scoured, clad hoyden- 
fashion and fit but to abide in the kitchen ; but, whenas 
you see some other well tricked out, though she be not 
£ELir, so but her face be well plastered and beraddled with 
the Levant clout, ^ you run after her, as goats after salt. 
I warrant you I know you by heart, but in matters martial 
what did you ever? It would seem, for all the arms you 
have, that you were the Emperor's captain, and yet I have 
already told you that you would not carve a junket." 
" Marry," quoth the husband, "one would say I had arms 

1 Pezzuolo di LexHinte, a cosmetic prcpaiatioo, the roo^ of the 
x6th century. 
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of wax or were star-stricken.^ Cock's faith, I warrant me 
with this blade I would shear a horse in twain at one stroke, 
so trenchant and good and fine it is of temper." 

The lady smiled and rising to her feet, went to the place 
where Pompeo lay; then putting her hand on one of her 
gowns, which was of crimson velvet and under which her 
k>ver was hidden, said to her husband, '*-I have a mind to lay 
you a good wager that you do not at two strokes cut this gown 
in twain, here where I have my hand." Now she had 
her hand upon Pompeo's legs, the humour having suddenly 
taken her to give her lover a fine fright, and to this end she 
challenged her husband to try to cut the gown, meaning not 
withal that the thing should have effect. You may conceive 
now how it fared with Pompeo, who, hearing what the lady 
said, abode more dead than alive and was like to discover 
himself and start up. But, being alone and unarmed withal 
and knowing that the husband was in the chamber with his 
servants and still had sword in hand, he was fain to lie still, 
though so ill at his ease that himseemed he had his head on 
the block and the headsman over him with the axe, in act to 
strike. Accordingly, revolving various things in himself and 
thinking withal that he had so many clothes on him that 
himseemed it was impossible they should be cut through at 
one stroke, he abode with a quaking heart, awaiting the issue 
of Eleonora's whim and covered the while with an ice-cold 
sweat. Meanwhile, the lady still asked her husband what he 
would wager that he would cut through her gown ; and he, 
"Wife, I know not what profit it will bring either you or me 
to mar your clothes; meseemeth 'twere a loss to us both. 
But let us make the essay on somewhat else and you shall see 
what a fine temper is that of this sword ; there is no razor 

> Or " palsied" {assideraU), 
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that cntteth so weH" " Nay, nay," cried the lady, "let as 
e'en wager on this gown; if you cat it, I will make yoa 
a cassock of the richest thiee-inled gold brocade, and if yoa 
fall of cutting it, yoa shall give me a gown of white satin.'* 
Now she had some revenues of her own from an inheritance 
which had been left her of an aunt of hers and from which she 
derived no little profit ; wherefore herseemed she mi^t freely 
wager with her husband. 

He, seeing her determined to pat the much-extolled sword 
to the proof, agreed thereto, after some debate, and rising 
frt)m his seat, with uplifted arm, said, " Wife, tell me where 
you would have me strike and cut" Now she, as hath been 
said, had her hand upon the clothes right over Pompeo's 
legs and raising it, laid it over his thighs and answered, 
'* Cut here, an your heart warrant you of coming off with 
honour." '* Say you in earnest or do you jest with me?*' 
asked the husband. '* Nay, by my soul, I will cure you of 
the humour at one stroke." Quoth she, *' I speak in good 
sooth and as most I may in earnest But belike you might 
chance to cut here over easily, but not here withal ; " and 
laid her hand upon her hidden lover's breast, then shifted it 
amiddleward his neck, saying, *' Cut here, where this yellow 
ribbon is," and still kept her hand on the place. The 
husband, accordingly, put himself in act to strike and said to 
his wife, *' Stand aside, an you would have me show you 
what this sword can do, and you shall see a stroke for 
once."* Now there were other gowns under Pompeo and 
upon him ; wherefore she said, laughing, to her husband, 
** Marry, I believe you are man enough to mar me these 
gowns ! Go to ; an you marred them, I know not when I 



1 Un coipo per una volia, in modem parlance, ** something like a 
stroke.** 
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should get others. I have no mind for the nonce that you 
should approve me the strength of your arm upon my 
clothes." 

With these and other words she brought the husband out 
of the chamber and he, mounting to horse, went a-pleasuring 
about the city; whereupon she, sending her women upon 
divers errands about the house, came back and released her 
wretched lover, who was more dead than alive and had a 
thousand times cursed the lady, himself and his love. When 
she had uncovered him, she said to him, smiling, " Come, 
get you gone about your business and importune me no 
more with love-matters ; for that, whenassoever you dare to 
come to me at home after this fashion, I will pay you with 
the like coin and peradventure with worse." Pompeo, 
taking somewhat of heart, answered her, saying, "Lady 
mine, blame but the overmuch love which urged me to do 
this;" then, she suffering him not to multiply words, he 
departed, all torn with conflicting love and despite, and 
bethinking him how he might avail to have enjoyment of 
his love and avenge himself of the lady, there occurred to 
him a rare device and he awaited but an occasion of putting 
it in practice. Meanwhile he courted and followed the lady as 
before, albeit, whenassoever she saw him, she was constrained 
to laugh, remembering her how she had entreated him. 

No great while thereafterward it chanced that Eleonora's 
husband departed Lombardy and betook himself to Rome. 
That same day, Pompeo, knowing he was to abide some 
months, feigned himself sick and let publish throughout the 
city that his sickness was very grievous ; wherefore he abode 
some days shut in his chamber, having a renowned physician 
to attend him, who did whatever he wished. ' Now he had 

1 f .r. iriio was his creature, his devoted firiead and acconpltce. 
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also possessed Madam Barbara his sister of his purpose and 
she accordingly one day invited Madam Eleonora to dine 
with her, who readily accepted the invitation, for that there 
was a great privacy between the two ladies. Whilst they were 
at dinner and in discourse of Pdmpeo's malady, there came 
a servingman and said to Mistress Barbara, " Madam, there 
hath presently betided 3rour brother a strange accident and 
he hath lost his speech." "Aladc," replied she, "let the 
coach be made ready. " Then, Madam Eleonora comforting 
her and offering to go with her, they left their women to 
dine at home, whilst they both took coach and letting down 
the curtains, repaired to Pompeo*s house. The latter was 
abed in a very dark chamber, whither the two ladies betook 
themselves and his sister, going up to the bed, said to him, 
** Brother, be of good heart ; here is Madam Eleonora come 
to visit you." He answered her some unintelligiUe words 
in a very weak voice, feigning himself grievously ill, whilst 
the servants, who had been lessoned what to do, made off 
and left the two ladies with their master. Presently, Madam 
Barbara, making a show of doing I know not what, stole 
slily out of the chamber and shut the door. 

Whenas the wily youth perceived that he had his cruel 
mistress at his mercy, he sprang out of bed and casting his 
arms about her neck, said to her, "You are my prisoner.** 
She would fain have escaped from his hands, but struggled 
in vain, and he, holding her fast the while, opened a 
window. The lady wept, knowing that it availed her 
nought to cry out, and complained bitterly of Madam 
Barbara, styling her disloyal and traitress ; whilst the young 
man comforted her as best he might with loving words, 
bidding her set her mind at peace, for that he was altogether 
resolved to lie with her amorously, nor should she ever win 
forth of his hands till he had had his will of her and avenged 
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bimtelf of the cruel and horrible trick which she had played 
him out of all reason, and added that in this latter particular 
they would be very different, since he would use no steel. 
But she would nowise be comforted and being, as she was, 
proud, froward, headstrong and despiteful, she foamed at 
the mouth for choler and chagrin and would by no meani 
suffer herself to be quieted ; nay, she shed floods of tean 
and seeing herself in her lover's power, without aid or 
recourse, was like to go mad. 

Pompco, aAer suffering her to weep and bemoan herself 
awhile, took her in his arms and kissing her in her despite 
again and again on the mouth and breast, began anew to pot 
her in mind of things past, saying, *' Mistress mine, yoa 
know how long I have l>een your servant and that there b 
nothing in the world, how hard soever it might be, which I 
would not have done for your love. You many a time 
showed me favour and gave mc to understand that you held 
my service dear, and for that I had commodity neither of 
lime nor of place to discover to you my most fervent love^ 
ami that through you I was l)creft of all peace and all repose, 
having lost sleep and appetite, I determined to take the 
oppcHtunity which mescemcd I had found, whenas it was 
told roe that your huslnnd was gone into the country. 
Accordingly, I came, all afire and trembling, to visit yoa, 
and you must e*en rememlier you of the manner in which 
you entreated me and that which you did [with me] agaimt 
all equity ; or if peradventure your arrogance an<l pridefulnea 
have put out of your mind the terrible affright which yoa 
then caused roe, you roust not think that I have forgotten it ; 
nay, I have it still at heart and am ever mindful how you (I 
having nowise merited it) put me in danger of death. 
Marry, you should mit have gtme to these extremes with me, 
but, knowing, as you did, how I loved you, you should, if 
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my love pleased 3roa not, have given me courteous dismissal, 
so I might have bestowed my thoughts elsewhere. Now I 
mean to take of you such vengeance as shall seem to me fit 
and knowing that you would never have come to my house 
of your free will, I studied to bring you hither by practice, 
where being as 3rou are, 3rou will do mighty well to give me 
that which you cannot withhold firom me.'* 

Finally, after much debate, she was constrained to undo 
herself and go to bed with her lover, where they wrestled 
sundry times for the £U1 and still it fell to her to find herself 
undermost, whilst Pompeo took of her that amorous 
pleasance which he had so much desired. When they had 
made an end of their sport, Pompeo opened one of the doors 
and made the lady enter another chamber very richly 
arrayed, wherein was a bed that had been fit for the greatest 
prince, spread with four mattresses of bombast ^ and very 
fine sheets, all counterpointed in silk and gold. The coverlet 
was of crimson satin brocaded with gold and firinged about 
with silk of the same colour, profusely enmingled with gold ; 
whilst at the head were four pillows, wonder-curiously 
embroidered, and curtains of cloth of gold and cramozin, 
laced with bands of precious stuffs, encompassed about the 
rich bed. The chamber, in lieu of arras, was hung with 
crimson velvet, masterly wrought, and in the midst thereof 
was a goodly table, overlaid with a covercloth of Alexandrian 
silk. Moreover, there might be seen eight very goodly 
coffers of graven work set round about the chamber and 
there were four chairs of estate of crimson velvet, whilst 
divers pictures of Master Lionardo Vinci's limning added 
marvellous adornment to the place. 
' Meanwhile Madam Barbara had fetched thither some five* 

^ Bambagiot i.e. cotton-wool. 
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•nd-(«enlr jromtg Bendnom oC (he fir»t bmilin of the city, 
and t'ompeo, being ■dvueO of thii, caiunl the luly lie down 
in Ihc aforesaid bed ; then, covering her with a veiy rich veil, 
be Kenlcd the chambet with aloes-wood, C]^nu bjrdlcti,' 
musk'lialli and olher pcrfumei and dicw lack ihe curtaiu, 
bidding bcc make no manner of movement, for aught *hc 
•hould heu. Thii dune, he entered the latoon, richly drcsied 
and all tililhe of countenance, and greeted the gentlemen 
aforeuid with a gracioui wcicome. He was mn of all with 
the ulmoal woiMlerment. inaimuch as every one held him 
grievously sick ; wherefiire he, noting their utoninhmcnt, 
bespoke them on this wise, saying, "Gentlemen and frientU 
mine, mctliinkcth you must all marvel sore it me, seeing 
me here whole anil sound wh<im you liefore Idicveil to be 
grievously sick. True it is that 1 have been eicecding ill and 
in peril of my life ; tiul 1 have to-day taken a health-giving 
meilicine, which hith, ai you see, made me whole ; and 
because I know that you wtre all gricicd (or my malady, I 
was fain [n gladden yiiu with my jxesence. Moreover, I will 
e'en let you see that same health-giving medicine which hath 
recovered me, so you will all |>leilge me your faith not to tlir 
for aught that may ln-lidc;" and therewithal he ushered 
Ihcm into the chamlier. ThenLSecmeil they had enlL'ttil into 
randise. so goodly was the place and so swett tin- fraj^nce 
it exhaleil. 

The lady, who he.inl Ihe Mk enter and maylw knew some 
kinsman or familial of hen by the vnice, alaxle all atremble, 
nnknowir^ what I'ompeu wouUI do ; and he, after the oidi- 
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nance of the chamber had been loudly commended of all, 
each desiring to see who lay in the bed, said, " In this bed, 
gentlemen, is the precious and health-giving medicine which 
hath this day made me whole and which I purpose to show 
you, but piecemeaL " So saying, he, with the aid of a servant 
of his, softly drew off the coverlet of the bed, taking care 
not to expose the lady's face, on such wise that she abode 
uncovered, save with a very thin sheet, which throughly hid 
no part of her dainty and delicate body. Pompeo, then, 
raising a little of the sheet, discovered two snow-white feet, 
small and somewhat long, with toes like sheer ivory, slender 
and long, and nails that seemed of very pearl ; nor did he stop 
there, but tarried not till he had unvdled well nigh all the 
thighs, at sight whereof the lookers-on felt such an one 
awaken that slept, and Pompeo asked them how they deemed 
of that medicine. They all commended it to the utmost and 
would fain have tasted thereof; whereupon he, hiding with 
a part of the sheet that which lieth between the thighs, 
discovered the breast even to the throat, the which was a 
marvellous joy to the beholders to see, for that, although the 
whole body was most beauteously fashioned, the breast was 
wonder-goodly past all belief. They all with incredible 
delight beheld the well-upreared and snow-white bosom, with 
its two firm round breasts, that seemed moulded of alabaster, 
save that, for the lady's trembling, there was N-isible therein a 
certain fluttering which was marvellously pleasing to the eye. 
All looked to see the angelic face ; but Pompeo at one stroke 
recovered the uncovered limbs and brought the gentlemen 
back into the saloon, where Madame Barbara had prepared a 
collation of such fruits as the season afforded, together with 
confections and excellent wines, and they ate and drank, 
discoursing divers matters the while, and after went their 
ways. 
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What while they were thus engaged, Madam Barliara 
betook herself whereas Madam Fleonora lay yet al>ed and said 
to her, '* Madam, my brother hath e*en rendered you a loaf 
for your liannock." The lady prayed her fetch her her 
clothes, complaining sore of her for that she had l>ctrayed 
her. Then came Tominx) and saluting her, said to her, 
'* Lady mine, we arc c}uits; algates, reason will have you 
own yourself in the wrong ; " and went on to bespeak her on 
such wise that at the last he appeased her. Moreover, having 
tasted of her lover's embraces and found them sweeter than 
those of her husl)and, she sufferetl her choler altogether to 
pass and wrought on such wise that they long had joyance of 
their loves; nay, thenceforth she forlxtre to make mock of 
any and liecame excettling del)onair and amiable. Let this, 
dear my ladies, teach you not to make m(x:k of others, an you 
would not be mocked with belike a double vengeance. 



IBanoello ^ 

to t^e most tTItt0trion0 anli cxcellmt lalqi! i^t EalQ 
lEdabella \iu £0U, fHaxt^lsntm of jfflantiuu 

Many a time, Madam, since the piteous death of the 
Countess of Cellant, have I remembered me of that which 
you said to me, no great while agone, in your most delight- 
some pleasaunce, whenas she was yet the wife of her first 
husband, our [friend] Signor Ermes Visconti, (whom God 
have in glory), for that he was reputed to be jealous of her, 
whereof he was much blamed in Milan. He suffered her to 
frequent scarce any place except the house of Signora Ippolita 
Sforza e Bentivoglia, where I often saw her and talked with 
her familiarly. Now I mind me that she, being but a girl 
and all agog, as girls use to be, for going to balls and merry- 
makings with the freedom enjoyed by the ladies of Milan, 
besought the said Signora Ippolita to make interest with her 
husband so she might have leave to go to a certain place, 
whither she was expressly invited. Signora Ippolita, accord- 
ingly, in my presence, did her errand unto Signor Ermes, 
one day when we three were alone in discourse together. 
Signor Ermes hearkened to the request preferred to him and 
smilingly answered her thus, saying, ** Lady mine, I will 
not constrain myself for Bandello, knowing how much he is 
your servant and my friend. You will pardon me an I suffer 
not my wife to go whereas she wisheth and if I give her not 
as much liberty as is the usance in Milan, for that, knowing 
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my SUy** trot and pace, nmcemcth not well to lean ihe bridk 
on bcT neck. And I pray you of your favour to hnpeak me 
no (iuthtt of IhU, for Ihal I will not have her frciiutTH other- 
where than in (his house, whither the may still cume hy day 
anil l>y night, wheiuu you are here." Tbew word* l«d 
Signora Ippolila and mytelf, after he wai gime, to iliscoune 
anuin whence thii miEhl arise ; but we could never bit Upon 
IhelTulh. Now, however, the ill-Marred lady'iwoeful end and 
the life ibc led after Signor Ennex hU death have undccei*«d 
all those who deemed her buslnnd jealoui; luy, the whc 
geniletnan wai well aware of thai which he did and (m 
be (aid) knew hit backney'i trot. Indeed, Signor Knne* 
wai a very prudcnl and >ai;e young man and rulnl her. what 
while he lived, on uKh wi>e thai ^ihe waj< accounlnl one of 
the [muM] virtuous and most mannerly ladies in Milan. BM 
in this ' meieemelh be wai greatly al fauli, for thai, lieing, ■■ 
y>in know, one of the timl gentlemen of thu city and veiy 
nohlc am) rich, he should have taken to wife a lady of noble 
binh arid lirenling and not one who was nowise ei|ual to him 
in IdoiKt, [>uch as was she whom he mairiol.] for the sole 
sake of a fiirtune wholly made liy UMury. \Vhi»t> would rtai 
bliHid'horsct scekclh out high-lireil niares, fialed of gooil and 
Dolile dams. On like wiiic, for ihine who deli|tht in Ihe 
clu.sc, if dogs, of whatsncvci kind ihey lie, whether Inrdeis 
or lieaglcs or iimehoundi, lie not of a Rooil lirevil, they will 
none of them and eiaminc with diligence what the sire wat 
and what the dam ; and if a liitch of theirs chance to b* 
lined liy an ill cur, they cast all the pup> into Ihe water. 
Again, an a man go nluut to buy cl»lh oi Uii>o, he will e'en 
have them of gmxl wool and good leather ; yet in taking a 
wife ttulhing is sought nowaday* Iwl wealth, albcil more becd 

< i'i#. ia uUai Mck • wvauB is wiii. 
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should be taken unto this axid it should with greater care be 
examined who was the £&ther and who the mother than of all 
the rest I will not name one of the principal feudatories of 
Lombardy, who, to have Duke GaleazEo's £&vour, took to wife 
the daughter of one of his captains, a woman who was horn- 
mad ; and ^so well did this match prosper him that the sons 
he begat on her, for all they were great gentlemen and rich, 
were natheless all mad and wrought many notable follies, 
that were belike the cause of the ruin of the fiunily. It beii^ 
then, discoursed, no great while agone, of this matter and 
various things said thereof^ Messer Antonio Stabino, a man 
of good letters and much experience and governor of the 
young Counts Bolognini, the sons of Count Matteo Att'endc^o 
and of the Lady Agnese da Correggio, seigniors of Sant' 
Angelo, descanted awhile upon this subject, setting out, to 
the great pleasure of the listeners, all those qualities which 
should diligently be sought in a marriageable damsel and 
showing with lively arguments that the last [to be considered] 
should be the dowry. The talk turning presently upon the 
particular case of Signora Bianca Maria,. I (for that I was in 
Romagna whenas her end befell) prayed him, for my satis- 
fiurtion, tell me the story of her most ill-fortuned loves and of 
her death ; the which he, who is still most prompt to comply 
in all he can with his friends' wishes, punctually (to my 
seeming) recounted to me. Wherefore, having written it 
down and added it to my other novels, so it may after be 
read therewith, I have bethought me to prefix your name 
thereto and to dedicate it unto you. And so, most illustrious 
Madam, I send it to you, beseeching you most humbly not to 
take it ill if in a thing of so little moment I avail myself of 
3rour noble and puissant name. Our most debonair Messer 
Mario can read it to you whiles, whenas the time hangeth 
heavy on your hands. May the Lord God preserve you ! 



CI)t SamSt Stars. 



THE COUNTESS OF CF.LLANT I.ETTETII ASS.\S- 
SINATE THE COUNT OF MASINO AND HATH 
HEK OWN HEAD STRICKEN OFF. 

Vou must know, gentlemen, that Signoia Bianca Muia, 
of whnin it hath \<cvn spoken, (I lay Signiwa, of leiped to 
the two huiliand* the ha<l) vas of mean liinh anit lineage 
little esteemed, her (athcr licing Ciacomo Scap]i9UTlone, ■ 
man of the common peojile at Casale in Monlerraln. Thia 
ui<l (tiacomo, lurnlni; all he bait inln moniry, {Hililirly let 
himself to lenl at usance at exoilijtant interest and having 
bcfun young to p\j thii Inide, waieil »i rich that be Inogbl 
etlatCT (^'■T' itnil still lemlinc anil spending little, amassed 
exceeding [^al wealth. He had to wife a (.imk damsel, 
CDtne from (ireece with the mulher i>f the Marques* 
Gucliclmo,' who was llie father i>f the I>uchi-o of Manilla. 
Sbc was a very fair anil agreeable woman, tnil very dilfcTent 
from her husland in age, for that he was alrcaily an old 
nun and the hail not overjias^ her twentieth yrar. Thejr 
hail one <iau(;htcr and no mint, who was Ibis said ItiaiK* 
Maria, of whom 1 l>egan to s|ieak. The father died and 
the daughter alnle very ]i>uni;, uwln the governance of 
bcr Greek mother, with a fortune in lamU ami houses of 
more than an hundred thousand ducali. The girl wat 

> OfHoalmotD. 
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handsome enough, bat so sprightly and engaging that none 
might be more sa When she was iirom fifteen to sixteen 
years old, Signor Ermes Visconti, the son of that reverend 
patrician, Signor Battista, took her to wife and brought her 
to Milan with exceeding great state and festivity. Eire she 
entered the dty, Signor Francesco, her husband's elder 
brother, sent to give her a most magnificent coach, all en- 
chased and overlaid with gold, having a garniture of three^ 
piled brocade, all slashed and spangled with the finest of 
broideries and fringes, and drawn by four coursers as white 
as ermine and exceeding great of price. In this coach she 
entered Milan in triumph and lived some six yeais* space 
with Signor Ermes, at whose death she retired to Casale and 
there, finding herself rich and free, fell to living very merrily 
and gallanting it with this man and that. 

She was courted and sought in marriage of many, amongst 
whom the chief were Signor Gismondo, son of Signor 
Giovanni Gonzaga, and the Count of Cellant, a nobleman 
of Savoy, who hath his seigniory in the Val d'Aosta and 
there hath many castlewicks with a very goodly revenue. 
The Marchioness of Monferrato, to pleasure her son-in-law, 
the Marquess of Mantua, did her every endeavour to marry 
her to Signor Gismondo and the match was well-nigh 
concluded ; but the Count of Cellant knew so well to court 
her and so featly to bespeak her of his affairs that they 
espoused each other and duly consummated the marriage. 
This was supremely unpleasing to the marchioness and she 
would fain have done Signora Bianca Maria an ill turn ; 
algates, of regard for the count, she dissembled her despite 
and made no farther motion. The marriage was accordingly 
published and the nuptials celebrated with an ill augury for 
that which ensued. And indeed the result fully approved the 
truth of the current saying that those who take each other for 
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love leave each other for despite ; for they abode no great 
while together ere there befell between them the direst difcoid 
in the world, on such wise that, whatever might have been 
the CAusc thereof, she fled from her husband by stealth and 
tiK>k refuge in Pavia, whore she hireil a spacious and goodly 
house ami led a life overfree and little honest. 

Now Ardi/Jiino Valperga, Count of Masino, and Signer 
Carlo his I>rutlier were at that time in the Kmperor*s service 
and the former, chancing to be in Pavia and seeing her, fell 
enamoured of her and spent the whole day in her house, 
doing her suit and ser\'ice and using every art to com|MUM 
hi» intent. Allwit a little lame of one foot, he was a hand- 
st>me youth enough and very well bred, so that in a few 
da)-s* s{>ace he liecamc |K)s>essor of the lady and letl the 
merriest life in the world with her for more than a year, to 
o)K.>nly that it was the common talk, not only in the city of 
I'avia, but thrimghout the \%hole countr)'. It chancc<l that 
Signor Kolierto Sanseverino, Count of Gaiaut), a gallant 
youth of his |)en»on and wry well breil, came to I^avia 
and Signora Hianca Maria, casting her eyes U{M)n him and 
judging him a lietter and lu>tier grindster * than her then 
lover, of whom liclike .she was >»ear)', dctemiinetl to lieseek 
him to gallant in the latter 's stead. Accordingly, she l^egan 
to l<Mik coldly u})on Signor Ardizzino and would fain have 
denie<l him larihcr access to her, by reas4>n whcretif they 
came to high wonls and the lady, who was more malapert 
than Iwhoved, taking no thought unto that which had |>asied 
lietwix*n them, pri>cecde<l to revile him, not tmly calling him 
a hii>shottcn cripple, l»ul giving him many other injurious 
Wi»nl». Ardiuino, who was unfain to carry duul>le,* giving 

* 1^. WAS quick lu take offence, kail ao miftd to pocket an aflroat. 
Vol^ I. 6 
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the bridle to his choler, called her strumpet and brazenfiiced 
baggage and peasant-wench to her fieice, on such wise that, 
whereas there had been a great love between them, there 
arose a most bitter hatred on the one side and the other. 
Thereupon Signor Ardizzino departed Pavia and whereas- 
socver it chanced to be spoken of Signora Bianca Maria, 
said of her all the ill and all the foul things that could be 
said of a common gutter-wench ; whilst she, to whom the ill 
her old lover said of her was oftentimes reported, so wrought 
upon the Count of Gaiazzo that she altogether abandoned 
herself to him. Then, whenas she thought to have' ensnared 
him after such a fashion that she might dispose of him at her 
guise, she one day, they being at their amorous play and 
the count feigning himself all afire for her, besought him of 
most especial favour that he would cause assassinate Signor 
Ardizzino, who did nought but missay of her. 

The count, hearing this monstrous request, marvelled sore, 
but answered her that, to pleasure her, he would do not 
only this, but far greater things and that he was still at her 
service. On the other hand, seeing the lady's malice and 
knowing Signor Ardizzino for a most noble person and his 
friend, from whom he had never received any manner of 
offence, he determined to seek to do him no harm, more by 
token that himseemed, on the contrary, Ardizzino had some 
reason to account himself affronted by him, who had, thou^ 
unwittingly, ousted him from Signora Bianca Maria's favour; 
wherelore he studied to give himself a good time with the 
lady and on this wise he abode some months. But she, 
seeing that, albeit Signor Ardizzino had been twice or thrice 
at Pavia, the count had never caused attack him nor sought 
to have him assassinated, nay, on the contrary, made much 
of him and had sundry whiles eaten in his company, 
determined to rid herself of his converse. Accordingly, she 
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proceeded to feign herself ailing and to suffer herself be no 
more seen of the count, making now one excuse, now 
another, and alleging, in particular, that her husl«iMl, my 
lonl of CcUant, had sent amlKL»adors to her to make his 
peace with her and that she was mindcil to do everything to 
return to him ; wherefore she prayetl him frequent her no 
more, so that those who came to Pavia on her huslxmd*! 
jiart might Ik? a!»!e to give a g^xnl account of her. 

The Count of (^aiaz/o, whether he !)elieve<l this fahle or 
not, ma«ie a »how at the least of l)elieving it and without 
more |Kir!ey, de^^i'ttetl frt)m that his amomus emprise ; nay, 
to have no occasion of returning thereto, he dejjarted 
Pavia and went to Milan. Signora Bianca Maria, seeing 
the count gone an<l rememliering her that she had Ixren more 
at her ease with Signor Anliziino, who loveil her to excess, 
reverteil fn>m hale to love {nr Iwlike I should say rather, she 
changed humour) and inwardly res^ilving to return to her 
sometime amorous dis{)ort with the latter, found means to 
cause lH.*>jH.Mk him [on her part] and excuse herself to him, 
giving him to understand that she was altogether his and 
evermore purp«rsc<l so to lie, so but it liked himself, and 
praying him on like wise vouchsafe to Ih? hers in all and 
for all, even as she wxs res^ilvetl to lie eternally his. Things 
passetl on such wise that Signor Ardi/./ino returneil t(» the 
dance an<l ret.iking |XKses.sion of Signora liianca Maria *s 
charms, was with her day an<l night. 

They aUnle together many days, until the lady totk it into 
her head to let kill the Count of Cai-izio, though, if any 
questioned her of the rcavm, I mivloubt me sore she had not 
known to find any, save that, lieing a woman of little umler- 
standing, to whom the greatot wirkedne'^s seemed nothing, 
she lAould have allegol her cmn disiirderly and most 
ini(iuitou» appetite*, wherel>)', witliout any sliadow of reaion, 



I will not say gorerned, bat madly driren, she ultimately 
brought both herself and others to a miserable end, as yoa 
shall hear, if you will hearken to me. Having £dlen into 
thb humour and herseeming she might not live merry, what 
while the Count of Gaiftzn> abode on life, nor knowing how 
to compass her intent, except she might procure Signor 
Ardixzino to be her minister, she, one night, what time they 
were abed together and engaged in amorous dalliance, said 
to him, '* These some days past, my lord, I have had it in 
mind to ask you a boon, which I would £un have yoa not 
deny me." Quoth her lover, " I am ready to do aU yoa 
shall conmiand me, how difficult soever the thing may be, so 
but it be in my power to achieve it" Whereupon, "Tell 
me," asked she, " is not the Count of Gaiazzo your friend ? ** 
'*Certes," replied he, " I believe he b my very good friend; 
nay, I love him as a brother and know that he loveth me 
and that, inasmuch as he might, he would do me every 
pleasure, even as I would him. But why do you ask me 
this? " ** I will tell you," rejoined the lady and kissing him 
amorously some half a dozen times, went on to say, **Vou 
are grievously deceived, my life, for I am Brmly persuaded 
that you have in him the greatest enemy in the world ; and 
[you shall] hear how I know it, so you may not think this a 
mere imagination. What while he frequented me, we came 
once, how I know not, to discourse of you and he swore to 
me that he should never rest content an he let not one day 
plant a poisoned dagger in your breast and that he hoped 
shortly to do you such a turn that you should eat no more 
bread. And many other ill words he bespoke me of you, 
but the cause that moved him to this he would never discover 
unto mc, albeit I besought him most urgently thereof. 
Algates, angered as I was against you, I stinted not for that 
to beseech him desist from so foul an emprise; but he answered 
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me angrily that be was resolved to do it and bade me 
bes()eak him of otherwhat. Wherefore be you on your guard 
against him and go heedfully, taking thought unto your 
affairs. But, an you will be ruled by me, I would 
counsel you how you might have no fear of him nor of his 
bravadoes ; I would e*en make the first move in the game 
and that which he seeketh to do to you, I would do unto 
him. Marry, you have it in your power to turn the tables 
on him and so doing, you will still be commended and 
holden of more account Believe me, an you forestall him 
not, he will not slumber ; nay, but one day, when you have no 
thought thereof, he will cause kill yotL Do as I counsel you 
and have him killed as quickliest you may, for that, licsides 
doing your lichoof and (he office of a gentleman, in assuring 
your own life, which must nce<is lie dear to you, you will do 
me also one of the most notable pleasures can presently lie 
done me. Nay, if you choose not to <io it on )'our own 
account, do it for the love of me, for that, though you should 
give me a city, the gift were not so dear to me as to lee 
yonder Inhbler * dead ; so, if jrou love me, as methinketh 
you do, you will rid the world of this overweening liraggart, 
who regardeth neither God nor man. '* 

The lady might have succeeded in persuading Signor 
Ardixrino of the truth of this her fable, had she not ended 
by discovering to hira her in^'anl affect, so that he judged 
her to Ik moved by some privy hate she l>ore the count, 
rather than by concern for himself, and held it for certain 
that the latter had never l>n)ached a word to her of such 
a matter. Nevertheless, he feigned to set great store liy her 
warning and rendered her infinite thanks therefor, |>runiising 



* Lit. ttattiprer, tonfor-tied fellow, [utlimgtmio^) b«t the coatcst 
caUs (or the co«u*ry •pitbot. 
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to conform to her sage counseL But he had no thought 
of ensuing it ; nay, he had it in mind to go to Milan and 
bespeak the count thereof ; and so he did, for that, being 
in Milan and taking his opportunity, he sought out Signor 
Roberto and punctually discovered to him all that had passed 
between himself and his mistress. The count made the 
sign of the cross and answered, all full of wonderment, 
saying, " Alack, shameless strumpet that she is ! Were 
it not that it can do a gentleman no honour to imbrue his 
hands in the blood of a woman and especially of an in£unous 
trull such as she, I would tear her tongue out at her nape ; 
but first I would make her confess how many a time she 
hath besought me with clasped hands to have you as* 
sassinated." And so discovering one to other the foul 
machinations of that vile woman, their eyes were opened 
to her malignity ; wherefore they said of her all the ill that 
may be said of a wicked and shameless whore and recounted 
her villanies both in public and in private, making her the 
byword of the folk. 

She, hearing what the two gentlemen said of her, feigned 
not to reck of it, but was inwardly all a-foam for despite 
and could think of nought but how she mght most signally 
avenge herself thereof; wherefore she came by-and-by to 
Milan and hiring Signora Daria Boeta's house, established 
herself there. Now there was presently in Milan a Sicilian 
called Don Pictro di Cardona, who, for that he was a 
bastard son of the Count of Collisano, (him who fell in 
the battle of La Bicocca,*) had the governance of Don 
Artale's company,'*^ his legitimate brother. He was a 

> The in^at battle of the 29th April, 1522, in which the French 
Marshal Lautrec was routed by the Imperialists, under Prospcro 
Colonna. 

* Or, in modem parlance, his ** contingent." 
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young man of two-and-twenty yean of age, swart-fitced. 
and melancholy of aspect, but well proportioned of his body, 
and seeing Signora Bianca Maria one day, fell passionately 
in love with her. She, knowing him and judging him a 
new-fledged s(|uab* and an apt tool unto that which she 
so ardently desired, showed him a smiling favour and 
cajoled him as most she might, the better to ensnare and 
hoodwink him ; wherefore he, having never yet had to do 
with a woman of quality and esteeming her one of the first 
ladies of Milan, was all consumed for love of her. Brief, 
she had him one night to lie with her and gave him a 
most loving welcome; then, feigning herself drunken with 
love of him, she lavished so many caresses on him and 
sh()we<l him such complaisance by way of amorous dalliance 
that he accounted himiielf the most fortunate lover yi the 
world and thinking of nought but her, so entirely surrendered 
himself to her subjection that she, no great while after, 
having led up to the |)i>int with certain discourse of her 
fashion, l)esi>ught the y<iung man of csixrcial favour that 
he shoultl cast aliuut to kill the Count of Gaiazzo and Signor 
Ardixzino. 

l>on ISetfo, who saw but by his mistress's eyes, un- 
heMtatinyly promised to do it ami used no delay in the 
matter, Imt dctemiin(.*d to liegin with Signor Anli/zino, who 
was presently in Milan, and accunlingly, setting a watch 
u|Nm him, leamol that he was to sup abroad one evening; 
whcreu|x>n, it lieing wintertime, whenas folk use to sup 
late, he took Bve-and -twenty of his men-at-arms, all armed 
cap-a-|>ie, ami awaite<l the gentleman's return. Now there 
IS, as you know, a vaulteil way leailing on the left hand from 
the Contrada de* Meravigli to the Corso di San Giacoma 



Pietro, knowing that Signor Ardizzino must pass there, 
ambushed himself with his men in a little neighbouring 
house and being presently advertised by his scouts of the 
count's coming, in company with Signor Carlo his brother, 
he disposed his men on such wise as to encompass them 
about and hem them in under the vault, where they showed 
fight. But what could two young men, with eight or nine 
lerving-men, having nought but their swords, avail against 
so many men all clad in mail and armed with pikes and 
halberds? The mellay was brief, for the two ill-fortuned 
brothers were [quickly] slain, with well-nigh all their serving- 
men. 

The Duke of Bourbon, who, having fled firom France, was 
presently in Milan in the Emperor's name,' let lay hands 
that same night on Don Pietro and dap him in prison ; 
whereupon he confessed to have done this by commandment 
of his mistress Signora Bianca Maria. She, knowing her 
lover taken and having leisure to flee, forbore (I know not 
why) to do so, and the Duke of Bourbon, having heard 
Don Pietro's confession, sent to take the lady, who, like 
a ninny, caused carry with her a coffer, wherein were 
fifteen thousand gold crowns, thinking by her arts to win 
forth of prison. A hand was lent to Don Pietro and he was 
helped to escape from prison ; but she, having with her own 
lips confirmed her lover's confession, was condemned to have 
her head stricken off. The unhappy young woman, hearing 
the sentence and knowing not that Don Pietro had made his 
escape, could not resign herself to die; but, being carried 
into the ravelin of the castle, that looketh towards the 
Piazza, and seeing the block, she fell to weeping desperately 
and to entreating, for pity's sake, an they would have her 

> i'^. who was then goTenior of the city for the Emperor. 



89 



die content, that they should suffer her see her lover ; but 
she spoke to deaf ears, and so the poor wretch was beheaded. 
Such, then, was the end of her unbridled appetite and whoso 
would fain behold her countenance limned from the quick, 
let him go to the great Convent Church and he shall see her 
there depictured. 
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to tl)e berg inonflbtpfttl Hifpdtn Ztsaot ffcsutte JFtrra- 
nuisca, Itratenant of ^enuwt tUiurtrioiuiiStflnot 
PtospcTO Cobmna. 

We have in Lombardy m proverb which is very often dted, 
to wit, that the wolf casteth his coat, but not his vice. And 
for that proverbs are words approved, needs must they most- 
whiles be true ; wherefore, when a man is seen to be grown 
old in an usance, whether it be good or ill, it may commonly 
be held certain that he will die therein. A man of worth may 
sin, and in fact doth whiles sin, but, being not inured unto 
evil, he with the aid of God's mercy becomelh sensible of his 
error and repenting, retumelh into the right way. Again, 
firoward and wicked men, who have waxed hardened in 
ill-doing, are seen bytimes to do good and \-irtuous actions ; 
but they persevere not long therein ; nay, they soon return to 
their evil living ; for that, whenas a man, by dint of long and 
frequent practice, hath contracted habitude and usance in a 
thing, this same habitude and usance may uneath be done 
away. It being no great while agone discoursed of this 
matter, at the house of the most noble Signor Galeazzo Sforza, 
Lord of Pesaro, who was then at Milan, and in the presence 
of the most illustrious lady the Lady Gine\Ta Bentivoglia, his 
consort, and the talk turning upon an old man who, having 
entertained a concubine more than twenty years, refused to 
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renounce her on his death-bed, the worshipful Messer Paolo 
Taeggio, Doctor of laws, related an extraordinary circum- 
stance befallen in Milan, which made all who heard it marvel 
infinitely. Certes, the case is worthy of wonderment and 
pity, and were it not mingled with things sacred, it would to 
boot be exceeding laughable ; wherefore, to add number unto 
my novels, meseemed well to write it down and to dedicate 
it to your name, knowing as I do that you will no little 
marvel thereat, you who are exceeding punctilious in things 
sacred, as I have whiles proved. May it please you also 
suffer our pleasant friend, Gian Tommaso Tucca, read it, 
recalling to him the story of II Rammarro, which you your- 
self wrote, whenas you were with the men-at-arms at Finale 
in the Ferrarese. Fare you well. 



t![it JFtftf) Ziaxz. 



PORCELLIO OF ROME DIVERTETH HIMSELF 
.BY MAKING MOCK OF THE FRIAR WHO 
CONFESSETH HIM. 



Messer Dionisio Corio, a gentleman of this city of high 
consideration and ancient family, used very readily, whenas 
he was in company, to divert the listeners with some story or 
other. He was a very goodly speaker and still had some 
fine thing in hand ; wherefore, when Signor Alfonso Visconti 
celebrated his nuptials with the Lady Antonia Gonzaga, 
I, being of the bidden guests, remember me that he related, 
amongst others, a story of a case betided at Milan, the 
which, for that it is to the purpose of the matter whereof 3^00 
were presently in discourse, it pleaseth me to tell 3rou. You 
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must know, then, that Francesco Sforza, who by force of 
arms acquired unto himself the Duchj of Milan, was in 
things military a man without doubt to be evened with 
whatsoever illustrious and ancient Roman ; and albeit he 
was unlettered, having been reared from his tenderest years 
under the victorious captain Sforxa Attendolo, his frither, 
nevertheless, he still loved learned men, in whatsoever kind, 
and gave them great stipends. 

Among many whom he thus entertained at Milan and 
otherwhere was one Porcellio,^ a Roman poet, who, though 
bom and bred at Naples, would £un be styled a Roman. 
He was a very good poet for those times, whenas polite 
letters, which had been so many hundreds of years buried, 
began to raise their heads and put on new polish; and 
whoso would fain see somewhat of his fashion, let him go to 
the palace that pertained erst to the frunous Count Gasparo 
Vimercato, where he will see, in the saloons and chambers, 
at foot of sundry paintings, store of epigrams of his on 
various subjects, which bear witness to the vivacity of his 
wit ; but his excellence in letters and the lustre of his muse 
were far overpassed by the many and enormous vices which 
abounded in him, whereof it was one of the most signal that 
kids* flesh still pleased him far more than whatsoever other 
meat might be given him, on such wise that it was his 
supreme delight to go on pattens through the dry.' 
Algates, to abate the ill opinion in which he was commonly 
holden at court, more than for any mind he had thereto, 
and urged to boot by Duke Francesco, who would fain have 
him use himself to other diet, he took to wife a widow of 
eight-and-twent)', whom the duke let give him and who 

* A famoaa epigrauBinist and historian of the fifteenth centary. 

* See my '* Decameron of Boccaccio," Vol. II. p. aji ei aJ, 
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had a goodly dower. The lady, who was a very well-bred 
person, soon perceived that her husband was loath to go 
ashipboard through the wet,^ but, being a good-natured 
woman and hoping that he would in time change hb usance, 
she resigned herself thereto as best she might, praying God 
all day long that He would vouchsafe to enlighten her 
husband's mind and turn him from so abominable a sin. 

Presently, Porcellio fell most grievously sick, so that the 
physicians had scant hope of the poor old man's life, he having 
lost sleep and appetite, more by token that he was nearer 
seventy than threescore and was grown very feeble. His 
wife, seeing this, strove with a thousand excellent arguments 
to bring him to confess, and he hearkened to her, but after 
said that he would not do it ; wherefore, seeing she wearied 
herself in vain, she sent to Duke Francesco, humbly be- 
seeching him for the love of God to send some person of 
authority, who should persuade Porcellio, grievously sick 
as he was, to have some care of his soul, so he might not 
die like a dog, without the sacraments of the Church. The 
duke, hearing the pious petition of this good woman and 
affectionate wife, sent to the Convent delle Grazie' of the 
Friars of St. Dominick, which was then newly built, and 
letting call Fra Giacomo da Sesti, an old man of very holy 
life, informed him of that which he would have him do. 
The holy man, hearing the duke's will, betook himself 
straightway to Porcellio's house, where telling the lady 
how he came by the prince's commandment to visit and 
confess her husband, he was received by her with the 
utmost reverence. Then, after she had caused him sit, she 
proceeded fully to acquaint him with the depravity of her 

> See my " Decameron of Boccaccio,'* loc, cit, 
' Santa Maria delU Grazie, 
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husband's life, beseeching him with tears in her eyes to do 
his utmost endeavour to bring him to amendment. The 
friar shrugged his shoulders and had little mind to the task, 
but replied that, not to fail of his duty, he would do every- 
thing that was possible to him. 

Accordingly, anxious to save a soul, which, according 
to his ^-ife, was in the hands of the devil, he entered 
Porcellio's chamber and said, '* The peace of God be upon 
this house and upon all those who dwell therein ! " So 
sa3ring, he went up to the bed and softly saluted the 
sick man, who feigned himself well-pleased to see him. 
Then, entering into various converse with him, he gave 
him to understand how the duke*s most excellent lordship 
had sent him and wherefore and bespoke him with many 
good words, discreetly exhorting him to confess, for that 
he was ready to hear him at whatsoever time might be 
convenient to him. Porcellio, after he had thanked the 
duke for his coiutesy and the friar for his pains, replied 
that he would confess then and there ; whereupon, all having 
departed the chamber, the holy friar began ^ith the utmost 
diligence to do his office and coming to the sins of the 
flesh, asked him shamefastly if he had ever sinned against 
nature. At this question, Porcellio, collecting himself,^ 
considered the friar with amazement ; then, as he were 
scandalized, ''Sir," said he, ''this is a strange question 
to ask me. Of what speak you ? Never in my life have I 
sinned against nature." 

1 In se ntccoliot which may alto be rendered, " withdrawing into 
himself," as if he were struck speechless of amazement, and this is 
perhaps the better reading. The passage offers an example (one oat 
of thousands) of the obscurity into which the Italian writers of the 
Ikliddle Ages and Renaissance were led by their passion for imitating 
Latin concision. 
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The priest, ashamed to have put such a question to him, 
passed to other things, using every pains in his power so the 
sick man should confess himself throughly; then, seeing that 
Porcellio had no otherwhat to say, he assigned him such 
penance as he thought Bt and gave him absolution, concluding 
that the goodwife must be grossly mistaken. When he had 
shriven him and bestowed on him a pious exhortation, he 
said to him, being about to take his leave, **Messer Porcellio, 
I will come to-morrow to visit you and if you remember 
otherwhat, I will hear you ; and after order shall be taken 
that your parish-priest shall come and give you the holy 
sacrament of the Eucharist, to the end that, having taken the 
salutary viaticum, you may abide in readiness to do whatso- 
ever shall please our Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
whose hand abideth our life and our death." *' I prithee do 
it," replied Porcellio, "for I will do whatsoever you shall 
command me ; " whereupon the good father blessed him 
with the sign of the holy cross and departed the chamber. 

The wife came to meet him and asked him if her husband 
was resolved to sin no more against nature; to which the 
holy friar courteously replied, ** Madam, you may conceive 
that, when we hear the confession of any one, whosoever he 
may be and whether he be whole or sick, we do our whole 
duty, and it pertaineth not unto any to seek to know that 
which the penitent saith, nor doth it beseem us, who are 
of our superiors deputed to hear confessions, anywise to 
discover aught which may be told us; nay, an we should 
reveal a confession, we should deserve to be put to death. 
But so much I will and may presently say to you, that you 
are grossly mistaken in the strange opinioA you have of your 
husband. He (praised be God) hath nowise that filthy vice 
whereof you bespoke me, nay, he is very far therefrom." 
Whereupon the good woman, who well knew how the case 
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stood, said, wequog piteously, **Dear my £aher, I mm 
nowise mistaken nor do I deceive myself; nay, my wretched 
husband it is who deceiveth himself and ts ashamed to tell 
this frightful sin. Belieye me, who know it, he is more 
wrapped up therein than ts a chick in tow. For mercy's 
sake, father, come speak with him again and have no heed 
to that which he saith, for I assure you he hath told 3rou a 
lie." '* It is well, madam," answered the good friar ; '* I 
shall return hither to-morrow to cause him take the sacrament 
and if it be as you say, I will do that which bdioveth unto 
me." So saying, he took leave of the lady and returned to 
his convent. 

Next morning, he came to the sick man and said to 
him, after exchanging salutations with him, " My son, I am 
come back, so thou mayst this morning receive Our Saviour, 
as every true Christian should do ; but, before so doing, the 
communicant must, in so fiu" as human frailty comporteth, 
prepare his mind to the worthy harbourage of such a guest ; 
wherefore it behoveth him to have entirely confessed himself 
of all his sins and to conceal nothing whatsoever from the 
priest. Thou toldest me yesterday that thou hadst nought 
other to say to me, but I am credibly ad\nsed that thou hast 
for shamefastness kept silence of a sin which is in thee. Now 
it skilletb not to do thus, for, hadst thou crucified Christ and 
didst heartily repent and confess thee thereof, He abideth 
yonder, nailed upon the cross, with open arms, and is still 
ready (so thou but will it) to pardon thee. Wherefore, my 
son, tell me freely thine every sin and like as thou thoughtest 
no shame to commit it, even so be thou not ashamed to 
confess it Art thou before the judge of the criminal coiut, 
that thou shouldst tremble for thy life ? Fear not, but tell me 
all as it standeth. " * * Father, *' replied Porcellio, * * I throughly 
confessed myself yesterday and unto all the questions which 
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you put to me I answered the sheer truth ; algates, an you 
have any doubt, speak and I will quickly resolve you thereof." 
Thereupon the friar, full of jealousy for the sinner's welfare, 
said to him, **Son, it hath been affirmed to me that thou art 
guilty of the sin against nature ; nay, I am told that thou art a 
passing great offender in this respect ; wherefore, an it be so, 
it behoveth thee tell it me and repent thee of so abominable a 
vice, steadfastly purposing nevermore to commit it. An thou 
confess thee thereof, I will absolve thee therefrom ; else wilt 
thou go into Lucifer's mouth, ^ amongst the insupportable 
torments of hell." 

Porcellio appeared somewhat provoked at these words and 
answered as in choler, '*Sir, meseemeth you are another,* 
for that this which you say to me is not true, and whoso 
avoucheth me guilty against nature knoweth not what he 
saith ; nay, he lieth. In this matter you should credit me 
and not others ; none knoweth mine own affairs better than 
myself. " The holy father, hearing this and knowing that it 
behoveth a confessor credit the penitent of that which he 
saith as well in his own favour as against himself, replied to 
him on this wise, saying, *'Son, I have done my duty, 
according as God of His goodness inspireth .me. Thou 
wouldst do well to send to the priest of the parish to bring 
thee the sacrament of the altar, for that I bespoke him 
thereof, as I came hither, and he awaiteth." Accordingly, 

^ Dante places Jadaa Itcariot, Bmtiia and Cassias, as the three 
greatest criminals of history, each in one of the months of his triple- 
headed Lucifer at the deepest deep of hell. See Canto xxziv. of the 
Inferno. Hence it is common with Boccaccio and writers of his 
school, who are supersaturated with Danto's ideas and style of 
thought and expression, to consign to Lucifer's mouth such as they 
consider criminals of a particularly heinous cast. 

* i>. a sinner, in accusing him falsely. 

VOL. I. 7 
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they sent thither and the wife, seeing that the friar had 
abidden a good while with the sick man and understanding, 
to boot, that the parish-priest was coming, concluded that 
her husband had confessed everything. Whilst they awaited 
the Sacrament, the finar abode in discourse of pious things 
with Porcellio, who presently said to him, " I know not nor 
do I wish to know who it may be hath defemed me to you by 
accusing me of the sin against nature, which was never in me; 
may God pardon him 1 ** Here he fell to affirming to the 
friar with oaths that » lie had been told him and caUed all the 
saints of heaven to witness of his innocence, corroborating his 
words with the most solemn adjurations in the world. 

The good fether, seeing him near unto death, could not 
imagine that he said otherwhat than the truth, and the priest 
being come, poor Porcellio received the holy sacrament and 
to all appearance, showed great contrition ; whereat his wife 
was exceeding rejoiced, thinking to have saved her husband's 
souL Accordingly, the friar presently taking leave, the lady 
accompanied him to the door, thanking him heartily for the 
pious office be had done her husband and beseeching him to 
pray God that Porcellio might abide in that his mind and 
return no more to his vomit The friar mildly rebuked her, 
saying, " Madam, you are over-obstinate and sin in deeming 
ill of your husband touching that whereof he is not guilty 
and in impeaching him, as you do, of so shameful a vice. 
This is not well, nor should one do thus." The lady, 
hearing this, stayed the friar, who would fain have departed 
the house, and bespoke him thus, saying, ** Father, I would * 
not have you depart displeased with me, who have done 
nought to merit your displeasure, and still less would I have 
my husband die like a brute-beast ; nay, if he have, as he 
hath until this present, lived worse than animals without 
reason, I would e*en, an it be possible, have him die as all 
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good Christians should. That which I told you of him you 
must not think, indeed, that I said for jealousy or of some 
slight suspicion that betided me of him, for I were loath to 
commit myself so lightly ; but I have seen all with these two 
eyes ; nor (woe is me !) am I alone in this ; nay, all in the 
house will render you witness thereof. As if I had not 
an hundred times made a great outcry thereanent ! And 
I assxire you he would not have ventured to deny it in my 
presence. Wherefore, father mine, take no heed to any 
denial he may make thereof, but, for God's sake, return to 
his chamber and endeavour to pluck him out of the Devil's 
clutches." 

The holy man abode aghast at this and returning to 
Porcellio, said to him, *' Alack, son, I know not what to 
think of thee ; thou deniest to me to have committed the sin 
against nature, wherewith thou art more burthened than as 
thou haddest Milan Cathedral on thy shoulders, and yet 
I am assured that thou art a thousand times fainer unto boys 
than are goats to salt. " Whereupon Porcellio shook his head 
and said as loudliest he might, *' Ho, ho, reverend father, 
you knew not how to question me. To divert myself with 
boys is more natural to me than eating and drinking to man, 
and you asked me if I sinned against nature ! Go to, sir, 
you know not what a tidbit is. ** The holy friar, stricken all 
aghast with this diabolical speech, shrugged his shoulders 
and looking upon Porcellio awhile with horror and amaze- 
ment, as he were some frightful monster, said, sighing, 
** Woe's me, Lord God, I have let cast Christ into a fiery 
furnace. " * Therewith he departed and meeting the lady, as 
he went, said to her, ** Madam, I have done what I might." 

1 Referring to the Eacharist, which he had been the means of 
administering to Porcellio. 
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Me&nwhile P6icellio called lustily for his wife, who imn 
hastily to her husband's chamher ; whereupoo quoth that 
ribald and wicked man to her, "Wife, let fetch me a 
bucket of water and tarry noL" She asked what he would 
with it and he, *' I would fun quench the fire about Christ, 
for yonder jackass of a friar telleth me I have cast him into 
a furnace,** and told her all that passed ; whereat she was 
grieved well nigh unto death. Pbrcellio presently began to 
amend and recoyered of his sickness ; whereupon, the thing 
being bruited abroad at court and about Milan, he was pointed 
at of all with the finger of scorn and was constrained to keep 
his house, and we may suppose that, like as he had lived as 
a beast, even so he died the death of a brute. To conclude, 
then, it may well be said that the wolf casteth his coat, but 
not his vice. 



"Bannello 

to t^e {ntt0tt{ou0 lalis ^t lalis Camilla ^onjaga 
fRwc^iontw of %^ STripalba. 

It was time, indeed, that I should receive from you at the 
least one reply to my three letters which I have written you 
lince you departed Lombardy and went into the kingdom of 
Naples ; and I promise you, by that reverence which I have 
still borne you, that I had determined in myself to make an 
end of my writing and to send you no more of my letters, not 
indeed that I have put on the great master or have waxed 
prideful or that I no longer esteem you as erst I did or fail to 
recognize the divine gifts which are in you ; nay, but I had 
resolved upon this, so I might not weary you or become 
irksome to you. And what else could I have imagined, 
knovring that you had had my letters and seeing no tittle of 
your handwriting in so many days. Bethink yourself that, 
whenas you were at Casalmaggiore with your lady mother 
and I at Cremona, you wrote to me at the least twice a week. 
Now, praised be God, I have received your letter all full of 
courtesy, with so apt and feat an excusation of your tardiness 
in writing that I hold myself excellent well satisfied of you ; 
and to tell you the truth, an I thought still to have, for three 
of my letters, one so long and so goodly of yours, I should 
write you half a score every week. Wherefore, if I have 
complained of you to Signor Federico and Signor Pirro, 
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my lords and your brothers, and to my lady your mother, I 
heartily avow myself at fault, not in having complained unto 
them, for that therein I did aright, but in having been so 
slow to do it ; for, had I cried out sooner, they would the 
sooner have chidden you by letter, as they have done, and I 
should many days agone have tasted the exceeding great 
pleasure which I presently enjoy. Enough ; if [in the future] 
you be negligent in answering me, I shall know how to order 
myself, having so good a scourge at hand, wherewithal to 
make you sensible of my grievances. However, I purpose 
not at this present to reply, point by point, to your most 
sweet letter, reserving myself against the coming of Gabriel 
fanner, whom Signor Pirro is to send to Naples within the 
next eight or ten days, but will only address myself to that 
part where you bid me send you one of my novels ; wherefore, 
oxir friend Messer Giacomo Cappo having been here at 
Gazuolo, whither I came some ten days agone, and having 
told a story, which I straightway wrote down, I have 
transcribed it and send it to you by the present courier, 
having presently by me neither novels nor verses of mine 
own- Meknoweth well I have no need to bid you take it 
blithely or hold it dear, knowing that all my trifles have still 
been very pleasing to you ; nay, I would have you rememlwr 
that which you said thereanent to her most illustrious lady- 
ship of Mantua, whenas you were a-pleasuring with her. It 
remaincth for me only to assure you once more that I am as 
much yours as ever I was and that neither distance nor lapse 
of time will ever abate my affection, still less my reverence, 
for you. Fare you welL 



BALDWIN OF FLANDERS TAKETH JUDITH OF 
FRANCE AT SEA AND ESPOUSETH HER 
FOR HIS WIFE. 

It was a very ancient usance of the Kings of France to 
send one of their vassals, or whoso was most a-gree to them, 
to govern the land of Flanders, which said governor they 
dubbed "the Forester"; for that, whenas that country 
first began to be inhabited, it was all full of very great and 
thick forests, albeit it was in course of time peopled and 
cultivated on such wise and became so civilized and 
frequented that it is presently a goodly and famous province 
and an exceeding mercantile. It chanced then that Charles, 
sumamed the Bald, Emperor of Rome and son of Louis 
le Debonnaire (who was also Roman Emperor), being King 
of France,* it chanced, I say, that at the court of the said 
[Charles the] Bald there was a certain Baldwin, son of 
Andacer, Forester [of Flanders], a very valiant and worthy 
num, goodly and accomplished of his person as whatsoever 
other courtier there and dear to the king and all his court. He 
being an assiduous frequenter of the court, his good fortune 
(which then began to favour him, so it might uplift him 
on high) ordained that he should fall so mightily enamoured 
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of the king's daughter that he thought day and night of no 
otherwhat than to gain her £ivour. Wherefore, availing not 
neither knowing to live without her sweet and beloved 
sight, he wrought on such wise that the princess, who was 
called Judith, began on like wise to open her bosom to the 
amorous flames and to love him out of all measure ; whereof 
Baldwin, who kept not his wit nor his tyts in his poke,' 
becoming aware, accounted himself the luckiest and most 
fortunate lover in the world and altogether addressed 
himself to joust and tilt and do all such things as he deemed 
good to maintain and augment her love. Moreover, whenas- 
soever he spoke with her, (which, of the much converse 
and privacy that is used in that country, was very often,) 
he was nowise wanting unto himself, but studied with the 
goodliest fashions and the aptest words he knew to make 
known to her how sore he burned with love of her rare 
beauties and discreet manners. She showed herself nowise 
coy, but certified him that she was no less consumed and 
undone than he of the flames of love and desired no 
otherwhat than to find a fitting means how they might be 
together. 

Their loves, then, being at this pass, news came to the 
king that Andacer the Forester, Baldwin's father, was dead ; 
whereat Baldwin was exceeding afflicted and abode sore 
disordered. Now, it behoving the king to send one into 
Flanders for the governance of those parts, he came, after 
due consideration of the parts and fashions of all his barons 
and courtiers, to the conclusion that there was none who 
might better avail to administer such an offlce than Baldwin, 
more by token that he knew his father to have been supremely 
beloved and revered of all the Flemings, so that himseemed 

^ lit. hose {caJte), 
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his memoiy mast needs be of great service to the son. 
Accordingly, having come to this decision and imparted it to 
his councillors, all of whom commended his intent, he let call 
Baldwrin to himself and said to him, ** My friend, how much 
thy father's death hath grieved me, I might uneath avail to 
say and thou to credit. In him I have lost, not only a mott 
faithful servant, the which is still noyous and grievous, but 
also a governor of l*landers, a province whose importance 
thou knowesL Thy father governed it on such wise and boic 
himself so featly towards the Flemings that themscemeth by 
his death they have lost, not a judge and a governor, but 
a tender and dear father ; wherefore it seemeth good unto my 
council and to me to give thee this ofBce of Forester, of our 
assurance that thou wilt, to the profit of the crown and for the 
conservation of these peoples, know how to imitate thy father 
and honourably to govern thyself on such wise that the Mem* 
ings and myself may abide exceeding well content with thee. 
Thus thy father's death should grieve thee less, since thoa 
wilt have succecdetl him in the office and dignity which he 
held, nor will it lie so grievous unto myself, mesceming I 
have not lost Andacer, but have found another and maybe a 
better. On like wise the people will abide satisfied, them- 
seeming, what while thou rulcst over them, they are yet 
governed by thy father, so much beloved of them. Do thou, 
then, take order with thyself, so thou may^t go thither, 
whenas I shall ordain it thee ; and touching the governance, 
there occurreth to me no otherwhat to say to thee than that 
thou ensue the steps and usances of thy father, for that, to 
doing, thou wilt be a just and an excellent governor.'* Now 
Baldwin was of his nature mighty lilierol and had spent 
very lavUhly upon liveries and amorous inventions, clothing 
his ser%ingmcn in the colours given him l>y the fair Judith ; 
wherefore the king bade one of his treasurers give him ten 
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thousand francs, so he might the better avail to provide 
himself. 

Baldwin, as best and aptliest he knew and might, thanked 
the king for the good opinion he had of him and for the 
gracious proof thereof which he was pleased to vouchsafe 
him and with all due r eve r ence instantly besought him that 
he would, an it were possible, be pleased to conmiit so great 
an emprise unto some more experienced person, alleging his 
youth and lack of conversance with the afTairs of such an 
office and exciising himself no less from receiving the money, 
whereof he prayed his majesty avail himself for other uses ; 
but the king would accept no excuse that he could make 
and was altogether resolved that this government should be 
his and that he should take the money. The news spread 
straightway throughout the court and coming to Judith*^ 
ears, rendered her beyond measure woeful, for that her- 
thought she should never see her lover more, it being the 
usance that the governors of Flanders should very seldom 
and only of urgent necessity go forth their province ; where- 
fore she was full of exceeding chagrin and might not be 
comforted ; and her secret dolour was the greater that it 
behoved her keep it hidden, lest she should make the folk 
aware of her fervent love. 

On the other hand, the enamoured Baldwin, who set more 
store by a kind look or a soft word from his mistress than by 
all the Flanders and all the governments in the world, abode 
on like wise in the utmost affliction ; for that, the more 
duty and reason would have him rejoice in the favoxir of his 
king and in so honourable an advancement, the more did 
his amorous appetite sadden him, knowing himself like to be 
bereft of her sight whom he loved with an infinite love. 
Accordingly, he abode exceeding ill content and made sore 
complaint of his departure, on such wise that all the court 
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nuurelled infinitely to see him so melancholy, thcmseeming 
he should rather rejoice therein, as having, young as he was, 
attained to a dignity which the first barons of France had 
more than willingly accepted, for that, besides the honour, 
which was very great, the profit and advantage arising from 
such an ofBce might not be reckoned ; and being questioned 
by sundry folk of the cause of his chagrin, he answered that 
it was none otherwhat than that he knew himself insufBcsent 
unto such an emprise. Judith herself was likewise tofC 
concerned therefor, but dared not, as hath been said, 
discover that which she hid within her breast ; albeit indeed 
she made bitter complaint thereof to Baldwin, whenas they 
s|K>ke in secret, whilst he excused himself for that he could 
do no otherwise, but vowed that he would always be her 
ser\'ant nor ever love another woman. There were, indent, 
some at court who judged Baldwin to be in love, yet never 
hit upon the truth of the case, for that the two lovers had lo 
dii&creetly ordered their amours that there was none who 
suspected Judith to lie she whom Baldwin affected ; and 
what caused her especial pain was that needs must the 
bytimes exhort her lover to o!)cy the king. 

The day came when he, having taken leave of the king, 
should depart, the which was such a heart lireak unto Judith 
that she sickened and alxxle some days grievously di5H)rdered, 
none of the physicians who tended her knowing what ailed 
her ; although, had EraMstratos and Theombrotos ' beca 
there, it may be they would lightly have rccogniied her 
ailment, for of a certainty she was all afire with very fervent 
love, having never tasted that ultimate fruit which is so desired 
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of lovers. I will not now tarry to recoont that whidi the two 
lovers said to each other at parting and how many tears and 
sighs they shed and heaved. Suffice it that Baldwin, having 
taken leave of her by night at a window, set oat and betook 
himself into Flanders, where, for the sake of his fiitber^ 
memory, he was honourably received of the inhabitants and 
thereupon proceeded, ensuing in Andacer^ steps, to gofvem 
them with such sagacity and so discreetly to demean himself 
towards these and those, according to their several qualities 
and conditions, that he speedily endeared himself unto all; 
but neither honours nor grandeurs nor profit that he might 
have availed, I will not say, to quench his most fervent love, 
but even to abate its ardour in any least particular. 

Wliatwhile he abode thus, it befell that Ethelwulf, King of 
England,^ coming from Rome, passed through France and 
to him King Charles promised Judith his daughter to wife. 
The princess, sore agiinst her wish, was enforced despitefully 
to do her father's will, and accordingly being married to 
Ethelwulf, she accompanied her husband into England and 
there abode with him some six months, at the end of which 
time he fell sick and died ; whereof she sent her father 
ad\'ice, beseeching him to send for her, for that she would 
fain return to France. On the other hand, she equipped a 
trusty messenger and despatched him in all diligence to 
Baldwin, to whom she wrote how she was shortly to take 
ship for France and that now would it be seen if he loved 
her as much as he said and gave him clearly to understand 
what she would have him do. When Baldwin heard this 
that his lady wrote and sent to him to do, his heart was fired 
to such a pitch of ardour that he was ready, without any whit 
of fear, to address himself to whatsoever parlous venture and 

> i>. Ethdwnl^ King of Wesaez, A J>. 836-58. 
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accordingly wrote and sent again to her, saying that he 
would presently show her that he loved her far more than 
his proper life, betide thereof what might. Therewithal he 
despatched the messenger hock into England and dismissing 
him, said to him, ** Go and commend me to thine and my 
mistress and tell her that I am ready to do whatsoever she 
enjoineth me. I know well that all the world will hold me 
disloyal to my king, who hath so honoured and exalted me 
and all men will blame me ; but what am I do, if my lady 
and I>ove, who can far more than the emperor an<l than 
myself, thus will and thus command me? Needs must I 
oltey my lady and Ix)ve and I will do it, for I could nowise 
come to worse of my life than that wherein I presently am. " 
The messenger deported with this letter and message and 
returned to Judith, who, hearing her lover's resolution, was 
mightily rejoiced. 

Meanwhile, lialdwin applied himself to arm sun<lry ships 
and to onlcr all that which he deemed needful for the 
achievement of the emprise which he had it in mind to essay, 
liut all as most secretly he might, so none might divine his 
intent ; to which end, there lieing then in Klamlcrs * certain 
Genoese galleys, he privily engaged with the masters thereof 
and paid them largely, so he might after avail himself of their 
aid in his time of need. Moreo%'cr, he still entertained spies 
in England, so he might have intelligence of his mistress's 
departure, and awaited nought but this, himseeming on hour 
was a thousand years till he should come to the event, with a 
most assureil ho|)e of gaining his lady whom he v> love<l. 
Things being at this fiass. King Charles, mixlouUing him 
of nothing which might hinder hu daughter's return to 
France, concerned himself only to ()n>vidc Utt her honouralilc 

* 1^. ia the Flcauali ports. 
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passage, with such a tnin as beboved onto the danghter of an 
emperor and the widow of an English king ; wherefore he 
despatched a company of prelates and barons to fetdi her, 
having with them gentlewomen and ladies of high rank. The 
French lords and their ship arrired in England, mihindered 
of the winds, and there found the qoeen in readiness to 
depart, and with her certain English lords and ladies, 
who had engaged with her to accompany her into France. 
Accordingly, no great while after, they all, French and 
English, embarked, in company with the qoeen and the 
other ladies, in two ships and giving their saik to the wind, 
put out to sea. 

Meanwhile, Baldwin, being punctually advertiaed of all 
that had passed, set sail with his galleys and other vessels, 
all exceeding well furnished in every particular, and having 
taken on board many men of mettle and practised in naval 
battle, he steered for a certain pkux, where he was advised 
the queen would pass, and there lying to, awaited her 
coining. Nor did the event belie his expectation, for he 
had not abidden there overlong when he espied the two 
ships afar off, which, having but little wind, sailed very 
slowly. When he saw this, he embarked in a little boat 
and went from ship to ship, exhorting his men to fight 
valiantly, albeit he might assure them that they would meet 
with no manner of resistance from the two French ships, which 
they saw come sailing very slowly and well nigh without 
wind, nor would Bnd any to offer them the least opposition, 
for that there were no fighting-men aboard. Moreover, 
he had distributed about the galle}'5 and other his ships 
some of his trustiest men, who being cognizant of his 
puqx)se, went promising great guerdons to all who should 
fight lustily, an it Iwhoveil to come to blows. Then, order 
having been taken for evcr)'thing, Baldwin, as captain of 
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the trnyuBent, caused head all his vessels' prows full upon 
the two ships, which abode well nigh without wind and 
in a manner becalmed ; and accordingly they in a little 
while so encompassed these latter about and hemmed them 
in that the French and English aliode all astonied, seeing 
a fleet so well in point and full of armed men ready for 
battle cry out^ against them, ** To arms, to arms ! " Being 
on the insytant summoned to strike their sails and yield 
themselves prisoners, an they would not be slaughtered 
without mercy and thrown into the sea to feed the fishes, 
the French enquired who was he that commamicd the fleet, 
so they might know with whom they had to do. 

Baldwin thereupon came forward an<l mounting the poop- 
castle of that one of his vessels which was nearest to the 
ships, said in a loud voice, ** Sirs, I am Baldwin, Forester 
of Flanders, who am come hither to a.ssail you ami make 
you all privmers ; wherefore do you either yield yourselves 
for taken or stand uinm your <lefence ; for that you may 
nowise escape." The French gentlemen replie<l to him, 
saying that aU)ani those their shi\ni was the daughter of 
their king and his, whom they were carrying lack t<» France, 
the King of England toeing, as he must know, dead and 
having left Madam Judith a widow ; whereuixm ({uoth 
Baldwin to them, ** My lords, you are gu'atly mistaken an 
you think me come hit tier to attack you, airsair-wise, to 
enrich m)*sclf and despoil you of your gear, or, as a liorliarous 
ajuuLssin, to imbrue my han<U in human gore. I desire neither 
)Hir|Mi<te the one thing or the other ; I have n(»t liestirred 
myself nor fittetl out this annament with so many valiant 
men as )t>u see here upon any such %*enture ; Init, not to 
keep yiHi in sus|)ense and to declare to you my mind, you 

> Sic (««' mnmmiu gr$dar, •!€.) 
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most understand that Love aloiie it is that hath eaiaed ne 
take up arms and he alooe in this emprise leadedi and 
counselleth and govemeth me and teacheth me that wiudi 
should be done of me. Love is mj pilots Love is the 
commander and captain by whose fitvoor I tmst to compass 
the desired end of my intent That, then, wfaidi I £0 
seeking with such pains and which I mean to have of yon 
b my lady. Queen Judith, whom, baring taken aboaid in 
England, you are presently escorting into Fianoe with these 
ships. If you will give her up to me peaoefiilly and withoot 
opposition, you shall be no otherwise molested in ang^ nor 
shall so much as a single stiver^ worth be taken from yoo, 
and you shall be free to go whereas it most liketh yon. 
Wherefore I counsel you for your good to give her to me^ 
since you plainly perceive that you may nowise aivail to 
hinder me from taking her. But, an you be nnwise enons^ 
to offer me resistance and to deny her to me without battle^ 
address yourselves unto defence and fight as stontliest yon 
may, for I certify you and plight you such troth as I have 
in the world that I mean not anjrwise to depart, without 
having the said Madam Judith in my power. Choose, then, 
which course seemeth to you most to the purpose ; you have 
before you war and likewise peace ; take that which most 
pleaseth you." 

Now there were in the queen's company certain French 
barons, friends and £uniliars of Baldwin, who, knowing him 
and hearing that which he said unto all, abode full of wonder 
and astoniment and said to him, ** Alack, my lord Forester, 
what words are these of yours ? Wliat is your intent ? Have 
you lost your wit ? Is this the fealty you owe to yoxir king ? 
Is this the homage you do him ? Think you he will leave so 
heinous a treason without due chastisement ? " They would 
have said more, but Baldwin cut short their words and said 
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to them with m haughty air, *'Or do you give me my lady or 
take up arms to forbid her unto me." They, knowing 
themselves ill equipped for battle and having taken counsel 
together, let bring forward the lady and telling her what the 
Forester sought, asked her what she purposed to do ; where* 
upon quoth she blithely, ** As for me, an he will have me to 
wife, I will have him to husband, and when you come before 
the king my father, do ye tell him that he, having no regard 
to my youth, for that I had not yet oveq)assed my nineteenth 
year, gikve me to husliand one who had three sons by his Brst 
wife, whereof the youngest, who is here with me, is older 
than I. Now, King Kthelwulf licing dead, I have provided 
m}'self and whilst I was yet in England, I took to husliand 
my lord the ForeNter, whose age and f)uality, together with 
the love he beareth me, are well worthy of me ; wherefore, 
I having written to him that he should without £ul 
come to take me, he taketh me as his and I still purpose 
to be his. " 

If the French had liefore l)een confounded at Iialdwin*i 
speech, they presently abode stupefied, hearing the lady, who 
was, in the presence of all, espoused of her lover ; and the 
Utter, beyond measure rejoiced for the new treasure he had 
gotten, carrietl his wife alxxird the galleys, with her {>ara- 
phcmalia and such of her damsels as chose to folI(3w her. 
He after invite<l all the gentlemen al>oard to land in Flamieis 
and honour the princess's nuptials [with their presence]; Init 
they went their ways into France and Baldwin, returning to 
Flanders, there celcbrate<l his marriage with the utmost 
magnificence. King Charles, hearing this news, was s(»re 
incense<l and thought to wage war u\*m lialdwin, Init was 
con>traine<l to turn his arms against the Italian le^'ies and to 
march against his own nephews, Charles le Cjron and his 
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brother, ^ who had levied a great army to oust him firom the 
Roman empery and to ensue the war which their &ther' had 
already commenced ; wherefore he made peace with Baldwin 
and advanced him from Forester to be Count of Flanders, 
investing him with that dignity for himself and his descen- 
dants and assigning him Flanders to the dowry of Madam 
Judith his daughter. Thereupon Baldwin levied a multi- 
tude of Flemings and despatched them to the aid of his 
fsOher-in-law, who crossed the Alps into Italy and being 
overthrown by his nephews in a pitched battle on the 
plains of Verona, took refuge in our city of Mantua, 
where he fell grievously sick for chagrin of the defeat. 
Now he had a Jewish physician called Zedeldah, whom 
he still carried with him and who, being bribed by the 
king*s nephews, poisoned him in a dose of mecUdney 
whereof he died. 

Baldwin, hearing of his father-in-law's death, knew so weQ 
to order himself with his wife's brother Louis le B^gue, who 
succeeded him in the kingdom of France, that he abode in 
peaceable possession of Flanders and lived long and happily 
with his beloved Judith, by whom he had many children, 
whose lineage hath endured many and many years. Of 
his race was another Baldwin, Count of Flanders, who, 
for his goodly fashions and warlike prowess, (he being 
a man of surpassing excellence in matters militar}'), was 
in the year of our salvation one thousand two hundred 
and two created, at the election of many Christian 
princes. Emperor of Constantinople. Such, then, was 

^ Carloman. 

* Louis II. of Germany, Charles's brother and rival in claiming the 
imperial crown. 
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the imie of the lores of Baldwin and Judith, though 
penulTcnture, had not a war been presently set afoot 
against King Charles, they had had another ending ; nor, 
because his audacity and hanlihood stood him in good 
fttead, must this be set up for an exemplar nor should 
men therel>y adventure themselves to do the like affronts 
unto their lords. 



OBanHello 

to tfie nuwt fllttsiTioiM anti nbrnnH srfgnfor Qc lort 
Cortifnal ^trto (ianjaipu 

If in our times, right worshiplul my loid, that care and 
diligence were used which was long practised among the 
Greeks and Romans, in writing down everything that befell 
deser\'ing of remembrance, I firmly believe that our age 
would be found no less worthy to be praised than those 
bygone ages, which writers so laud and extol ; for, were we 
fain to range over the field of painting and sculpture, if our 
painters and sculptors are not to be preferred before those so 
much renowned of antiquity, yet v^Hll they be found at the 
least equal to them ; nor, methinketh, in the matter of polite 
letters, should the orators, the poets, the philosophers and 
other the writers of our time anywise concede unto those 
of old daj-s, whether Latin or Greek, that they are unable to 
compare with them. Wlien was the militar>' art in greater 
esteem than it is at this present ? Certes, if Alexander the 
Great, P>Trhus, Hannibal and Philopoemen, Quintus Fabius 
Maximus, those thunderbolts of war the Scipios, Marcellus, 
Pompey the Great, Oesar and so many other famous heroes 
were alive and saw our modem fashion of making war and 
that which is done with sulphur, saltpetre and charcoal, 
they would abide astonied and would jield to many of our 
captains; ay, and they would see in the private soldier 
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•f much fpirit, as much skill and as much valiance as in him 
of their 0¥m day. But the evil is that in our days there 
b none who delighteth to write that which betideth day 
by day, whence we lose many goodly and acute sayings 
and many noble and memorable actions abide buried in 
the sombre abysm of oblivion. And yet every day there 
befall the goodliest things, worthy to l)c consecrated to 
the remembrance of posterity ; whereof I will presently select 
one befsdlen of late years at Gazuolo. This story, — I being 
come to pay my respects to my noble friend Signor IHrro 
Gonxaga, your uncle, and it being discoursed of the various 
chances which betide, — the said Signor IHrro liaile my worthy 
gossip, Measer Gian Matteo Olivo, who is half a poet, telL 
You yourself were present, when my gossip told it, and said 
that, had it befallen in ancient times, we should have seen 
Giulia of Gazuolo no less celel>rated and renowned in song 
than was the famous Lucrctia of Rome, except that the 
former was of over-mean l)irth. Now, in putting together my 
novels, I have chosen that that which I then wrote down 
should be seen armctl among the others with your (>rincely 
and illustrious name, so you may know I am mindful of you. 
And how imleed could 1 be otherwise, you having still loved 
me and honoure<l me Ixryoml my desert ? But 1 would fain have 
other occasion present iLself to mc than that of [the publica- 
tion of] a novel to make known to you the heartfelt gratitude 
I bear you and the sincerity of the devotion I have vowed to 
you and to all your most illustrious house, tiy reason of the 
many favours and honours which I have received and yet 
daily receive [from you and them]. Fare you well. 



GIULIA OF GAZUOLO. BEING DEFLOWERED 
BY FORCE, CASTETH HERSELF INTO THE 
OGLIO AND SO DIETH. 

Our lord Signor Pirro, Marquess of Goniaga and Sdgnior 
of Gazuolo, which hitter town you see yonder, situate upon 
the banks of the Oglio, oreragainst the Po, and which hath 
by long succession been the appanage of his house, will have 
me, most gracious seignior and you, courteous gentlemen, 
relate to you the memorable circumstance of the death of 
one Giulia of that place, which l)efell no great while agone. 
The said most illustrious lord is much lx:tter able than I 
to tell you how the thing happened ; and there be many here 
also who would have satisfied you as well as I in this 
matter and punctually related the whole ; but since it is 
his pleasure that I be the teller, I am willing and bounden 
to obey him. It irketh me indeed that I am unapt to 
commend the generous and virile spirit of Giulia as the 
rare deed done of her meritcth. Vou must know, then, 
that, what while the most illustrious and reverend Monsignor 
Lodovico Gonzaga, Bishop of Mantua, sojourned here in 
Gazuolo, he still entertained a most worshipful court of 
many and worthy gentlemen, as became one who de- 
lighted in men of merit and spent very lavishly. In those 
days there was a damsel of the age of seventeen, called 
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Giulia, the daughter of s veiy poor and humlily bom 
mui of ihcM pails, who had none other means of 
i^ninf! a livclibood foi himself anil fur Me wile and two 
dau^htcra (he had no more) than by lalioutii^; and toiling 
alt day long with hU haniU. The wife also, who wu ■ 
good woman, applied to eani somewhat liy spinning and 
doing other hke womanly offices. Thii Giulia was very 
laiT and eitdowcd with pleasing manners and much more 
iprightly anil engaging than behoved unto so mean an 
extraction and was used to go a-lielil, now with her mother 
and now with olhei women, to dig and do other handiwork, 
according ai need re(}uire[l. I mind me that one clay, Iwing 
with the moil eiccllcnl Moilom Anuinia Itatuia, the nmlher 
of these our most illustrious seigniurs, on the way in .San 
Barlolommco, we encnuntercd the uid Giulia, who might 
then have lieen some fifteen years »lil and who wax returning 
home all alone, with a loskt't nn her heoiL The |>rince«s, 
•eeit^ w fair a ilamM.-l, causeil 3<ot> the cmrh and aikt.il 
her whose daughter she wu. She re|4ieil teApei'tfully, 
telling her father's naniu, and answered the princeu's 
cn(|uinc« to much ti> the )<ut[»K tliat it secmeil khe had 
niH Ijeen born and bred in a cMlage and undtt a roof 
of thatch, Init had livcl all her life at court, iiiMiiiuch that 
Madam lold me she hail a mini t.i lake her into the house 
anit [ear her with her other ilamseK, and why she futluie 
to carry out her pur|ioM: I cannot 
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wallet ner time un wotkiiig dayit, Iml ttill wrought, whether 
alone or in coai^iany i allwil un hi>li<lay^ as is the custom of 
the country, hhc went to ilance aflci dinner with the olhei 
girls ami took her pleasuie miale^lly. It chanrol one ilay, 
wht'iias she was al-iut sevrnteen )e.ir> I'ld, that one cif the 
aforesaid Lord Ili>ho|>'s cbamlierlaiils, wh<i was a FeiiarcM 



by birth, cast a lickerish eye upon her, seeing her dance, and 
hiroseeming she was e'en the lovesomest and Surest damsel 
he had seen for many a day and such that, as it hath been 
said, she appeared to have been reared in the courtliest 
houses, he fell so madly enamoured of her that he could turn 
his thought to nothing else. The dance, which had seemed 
very long to the chamberlain, being ended and another tune 
struck up, he invited her to dance and footed a galliard with 
her, a measure which she danced passing well and so justly 
in time that it was an exceeding pleasure to watch her and 
see how gracefully she moved. The chamberlain danced 
with her again and again and would, but for shame, have 
engrossed her for every dance, himseeming, whenas he held 
her by the hand, he felt the greatest pleasure he had ever 
known, more by token that, although she toiled all day long, 
she had a white hand, taper and very soft. 

The wretched lover, thus suddenly enkindled by her 
beauty and bji fiishions, thought, by looking upon her, to 
quench the newborn flames which miserably consimied him, 
but little by little, without perceiving it, made them greater, 
adding fuel to the fire at every glance. During the second 
and the third dance which he danced nnth her, he bespoke 
her with store of words and sweet speeches, after the wont of 
ncw-enkindled lovers ; but she still answered him discreetly, 
bidding him not bespeak her of love, for that it beseemed 
not a poor maid, such as she, to lend ear unto such toys, nor 
could the importunate Ferrarese get of her otherwhat. The 
dance ended, he followed her, to learn where she lodged, 
and found occasion, sundry whiles after, both in Gazuolo and 
otherwhere, to besp>eak her and discover to her his most 
fervent love, still studying to convince her with his speech 
and to warm her ice-cold breast. But, for all he said to her, 
she was never anywhit stirred from her chaste purpose, nay, 



(he intUntlf hewmghl him to Imtc ber be aiul hanu her no 
mate- Bnl the witiched lover, whose heait was cruelly 
rrelted tiy the worm of Inveliking, the harsher, the more 
ohHuialc and Ihe more recalcitrant ihe ahowcd heraelf, the 
more inflame<l <fiJ he iK-come, Ihe hotliei did he purtue bet 
and the harder did he labour to render her amenable to hi* 
wiibet, allieil all in vain. 

He caused licspeak her by an old woman, who wemed 
a very taint and did her office very diligently, studying with 
bci flalteiing pralc lo delauch the choite (jiulia's ctmstant 
mind; hut Ihe damtet was to well slaUishnI (in hnnrsly] 
ihal never a wi>rd the rascally old wnman uid tu her might 
avail to penetrate her heart. The Ferrarese. umlcrttaniling 
thii, wa» the woefullcsl man alive, yel could not liring 
bimnelf to think of leaving her and Milt bn|ie<l liy dint of 
prayers ami senice and love and [lerscvvrance to molUfy 
his mistress's cruel hanlnns, hiniweming im|a>ssil>le he 
thiiuld niH in the long run olitain her ; liut, a» is commonly 
laid, he reckuncd without hit host. Seeing thai she daily 
abowed herself nxire oUlurale and that, whcnas nbe UW 
him, she shunneil him as he were a lasilisk, he lieth^uf^t 
hinivrir to prove if gifls mighl ncil acomipliih lli.il whirb 
WiinU anil at^diiity hul failol to arhirvc, rCM'r^'i^); foice 
unto Ihe la»l ; wherefore he ai^in l«T.p>ikc the wiekeil old 
woman ami gave her sundry trinkets of no treat value, to 
carry on hit |>art to liiulia. The licldam went and liniling 
Giulia at home ami alone, wmM have entered n]<iin di*- 
courw of ihe frnainr, ihciwing her the pflu lie sent ber; 
hot Ihe virtuous damsel, taking the trinkets, catt them all 
into the public way ami tumal the treacherous old emne 
out of iloini, Iclling her Ihal, if the ever again said a wnrd 
In her, khe wcnild go up to the CiUikl and tell it to Madam 
Anlunia. The ukl woman, taking up Ibe trinkets, relumed 
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to the Ferrarese and told him that it was impossible to move 
the girl and that she knew not what more to do with her in 
the matter, whereat he was chagrined beyond the power of 
speech to tell and would gladly have withdrawn from the 
emprise, but that, whenas he thought of renouncing her, 
he felt himself like to die. In the end, the poor passion- 
blinded wretch, unaUe longer to brook his mistress's rigour, 
resolved, should a favourable occasion present itself, to take 
of her by main force, come thereof what mig^t, that which 
she would not give him of her free wilL 

There was at court a serving-man of the Lord Bishop's, 
who was a great friend of the Ferrarese ; nay, if I remember 
aright, he also was of Ferrara. To him the chamberlain 
discovered his ardent love and all the pains he had taken 
to inform the girl's heart with some little compassion, but 
that she had still shown herself harder and more inexorable 
than a rock of the sea and that he had never been able to 
move her, either by words or with gifts. " Now," said he, 
"seeing I may not live, an I content not my desire and 
knowing how much thou lovest mc, I prithee t&ke my part 
and help me to accomplish my wishes. She goeth often- 
times alone into the country and there, the com being 
presently pretty high, we may avail to do our intent" The 
other without hesitation promised to stand by him and do all 
that he might wish ; and the chamberlain, keeping close 
watch upon that which she did, heard one day that she was 
gone out of Gazuolo all alone. 

Accordingly, calling his friend, he repaired with him 
whereas she did I know not what in a certain field, and 
began, as he was used, to entreat her to have pity on him. 
She, seeing herself alone, besought the young man to give 
her no more annoy and misdoul)ting her of some harm, 
made off towards Gazuolo. The chamberlain, unwilling to 
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let his prey escape him, made as he would fiiin bear her 
company with his friend and stinted not tenderly to beseech 
her, with humble, loving words, that she would have com- 
passion of his pain ; init she, without replying to aught that 
he said, betook herself homeward in all haste and so they 
came presently to a great field of com, which it behoved 
them cross. It was the last day but one of May and might 
be well-nigh noontide ; the sun was, according to the season, 
exceeding hot and the field far removed from any habitation. 
Whcnas they came amiddlcward the field, the youth cast his 
arms about Giulia*s neck and offerc<l to kiss her ; whereu{X)n 
she cried out for help and would have fled, Init was taken 
and thrown to the ground by the lackey, who forthright 
clapped a gag into her mouth, so she might not avail to cry 
out ; then both, taking her up, carried her l)y main force 
some distance from the i)ath which traversed the field and 
there, the lackey holding her hands the while, the des|)erate 
youth deflowered the damsel, who was gagged and could 
make no re)»istance. 

The wretched girl wept bitterly and with sol« and sighs 
showed her inexpressible chagrin; l>ut the cruel luver a 
second time, in her despite, lay with her amorously and took 
of her his fill of pleasure. Then he let ungag her and sought 
to comfort her with many loving words, i>r(>niising her that 
he would ne%'er aliandon her ami that he would help her to 
marry, so that all shouUI g«> well with her; iHit she answered 
him nothing, save to entreat him l<x>se her and let her go 
home, wcc]nng Utterly the while. The chamberlain essayed 
anew to soothe her with soft words and lavish promises and 
would then and there have given her money ; tmt it was all 
spoken to deaf ears, for the more he strove to comfort her, 
the more piteously she wept, and seeing that he multiplied 
words ui>un Iter, ** Young man," quoch she, ** thou hast 
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done thine every will of me and hast sated upon me thy 
wanton appetite ; I prithee, for pity^ sake, kx»e me now and 
let me go. Let that suffice thee which thoa hast done, for 
indeed it hath been overmuch.'' The lover, fearing lest, for 
the piteous lament she made, he should be discovered and 
seeing he wearied himself in vain, determined to leave her 
and accordingly made off with his friend. Giulia, having 
bitterly bewept her violated virginity awhfle, readjusted her 
disordered headdress and drying her eyes as best she might, 
returned in haste to Gazuola Neither her frither nor her 
mother was at home, but only for the nonce a sister of hers 
of some ten to eleven years of age, who, being somewhat 
ailing, had been unable to go abroad. 

As soon as she came into the house, she opened a press, 
where she kept her trinkets and gear, and putting ^off all 
the clothes she had on her body, took a dean white shift 
and did it on. Then she donned her gown of fine bocasin,^ 
white as snow, and a colleret of white embroidered lawn, 
with an apron of the same, which she was only used 
to wear on holidays. Moreover, she put on a pair of 
stockings of white silk and red shoes and dressed her head 
as quaintliest she might, winding a necklace of yellow amber 
about her neck ; brief, she busked herself with the finest 
things she possessed, as she would fain go flaunt it on the 
notablest holiday of Gazuolo. Then, calling her sister, 
she gave her whatsoever else she had ; after which she 
took her by the hand and locking the door, betook herself 
to the house of a neighbour of theirs, a woman sore stricken 
in years, who was grievously sick abed. To the good 
woman, weeping the while, she related the whole story 
of her misfortune and said to her, *' God forbid that I should 

1 Boccaccitto, a kind of fine linen staff or bn^ram (old meaning). 
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abide on life, since I have lost that honour which was all 
I had to live for 1 Never shall any point at me with the 
finger of scorn or say to my &cc, ' Yonder is a pretty girl 
who is become a whore and hath disgraced her family ; 
had she sense, she would hide herselL' I would not 
have it cast in the teeth of any of my kinsfolk that I 
voluntarily yiclde<i myself to the chamberlain. My end 
shall make manifest to all the world and shall bear most 
certain witness that, if my body was perforce violated, 
my soul still alxxle free. These few words I have been 
fain to say to you, so you may report the whole to my 
unhappy (xircnts, assuring them that never was there 
consent on my ()art nor willingness to comply with the 
chamlxrrlain's dishonourable appetite. Al)ide in peace.** 

This said, she went out and making for the Oglio, followed 
l>y her little sister, who wept she knew not why, cast herself 
headlong into the dce{)est of the stream. Thither, at the 
outcry of the child, who sent up her shrieks to heaven, 
ran many, but too late, for that (liulia, who had voluntarily 
cast hervelf into the river, to drown herself, altandoning 
herself [to the current,] ha<l straightway sunken. The l^)rd 
Bishop and Madam Antonia, hearing the sad event, let drag 
the river for her, and meantime the chaml>erlain, calling the 
lackey to him, took to flight. The Ixxly was (>resently found 
and the cause l>eing divulge<l wherefore she had drowned 
herself, she was honoured with general mourning and many 
tears l)y all the women and eke the men of the country. The 
m<ist illustrious and reverend Lord Bishop, it lieing im|>os&il>le 
to iMiry her in consecrate<l grouml, let place her in a de)M>si' 
tary,' which is yet there, pur]iosing to Iniry her in a sarcophage 
of lin>nic and set it u|Km yonder marble |)cdestal, which may 

* ijt. A toaporary UMsb. 
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yet be seen in the piaxza. Verily, to my seeming, such as it 
is, this our Giulia meriteth no lesser commendation than did 
the Roman Lucretia, and belike, if all be well considered, 
she should e'en be pteferred before the Roman lady. Nature 
alone is to be blamed which to so magnanimous and generous 
a soul allotted not a nobler birth; yet noble enough is 
accounted whoso is a lover of virtue and preferreth honour 
before all things of the world. 



IBanHello 

to tf)e fn(rc%\)ifful fflts»tx lancino Curjto 
9i)ihi0O])t)n anti )poet 

Mcthinks you cannot have forgotten the delectable deliate 
io merrily holden of us aforetime in the house of our most 
excellent and upright friend, respected of the world and 
loved of us, Signor Giacomo Antiquario, apostolical pro- 
thonotary, for that the matter was such as will not lightly 
have escaped your rcmem!)rance. We deliatetl of whence 
it Cometh that we all day long see many women of sense 
and discretion, what time they are most generally accounted 
well-advised an<l pnwlent, commit very great errors, whereliy 
at one stroke they lose the goo«l name which they theretofore 
hatl. We sec this one, to have an ampler field for her 
api^ctite, poison her husliand, as if, Ixring a widow, she 
should \yc licensed to do whatsoever liketl her. Another, 
fearing lest her husland discover the amours which she hath 
affM>t, causeth him be slain of her gallant, and a thousand 
other things they do other than gocxl, nay, oftentimes, 
exceeding blameworthy. And all)eit fathers, brothers and 
huslMinds, to rid their sight of the manifest reproach which 
the ill life of their daughters, sister* ami wives bringeth u|XNl 
them, do many of them to <leath by {vii^on, l>y steel and 
other means, it stintcth n(»t withal Init many of them. 
Contemning life, which iN naturally so denr unto all, and 
honour, which should l>e «» much eNteemetl, suffer themselves 
to lie ca/rietl away into some <lefault or otiier by their 
unbri(lle<1 appetites. Many things were said, we vetking to 
cn<iuire if, according to the C(»ur>e of natural rea>4»n, there 
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might be found any cause for this their reckless way of life ; 
and the little brain given by nature unto women being alleged, 
for lack whereof they lightly suffer themselves to be daizled 
by present pleasure, without regard to the future hurt and 
evil which oftentimes ensue thereof, it was answered that 
this argument was frivolous and of little weight, for that men, 
whom we would fiain make out to be of m(»e capacity, &11 
likewise into the same errors, since, albeit they see daily these 
hanged, those quartered and others burned, nevertheless, 
blinded by ill-ordered appetite, they cease not to coounit thefts, 
larcenies, spoliations, homicides, adulteries and a thousand 
other wickednesses; the which conmionly betideth not of 
women, who, if they sin, err mostwhiles for having been 
overfond and credulous to the deceitful blandishments of 
men, who daily, nay, if the truth must be told, hourly, seek 
to beguile some one of them, it seeming unto many men 
matter for triumphing, as if they had expelled the Turk from 
Europe, whenas they have befooled a simple woman. 
Nevertheless, there being no woman present at our discussion, 
to plead the cause of her sex, and we men being naturally 
prone to gird at them, we all agreed, for lack of otherwhat, 
to lay the blame of their aberrations upon their lack of ^Ht. 
But, should the world change and women once avail to have 
the staff in hand and apply themselves to the study as well 
of arms as of letters, wherein many would doubtless approve 
themselves most excellent, woe to us ! Methinketh indeed 
they would render us a thousand for one and more, and that 
they would make us abide all day long with the distaff by 
our side and reel and spindle in hand and would drive us 
into the kitchen for scullions ; and belike we were well 
reciuited, seeing we oftentimes without cause or behoof and 
against all reason do them all manner of unright and entreat 
them passing scurvily. But I purpose not to inveigh against 



men or to do u the wind-bags of Milan, who rail at their 
friends, to appear wise ; for that, in missaying of men, I 
should missay of myself. Nor do I choose to arm myself 
with the authority of the trite saying, ** Plato b my friend, 
Socrates is my friend, but truth is dearer to me than 
either. *' ^ On like wise, I care not to missay of women 
nor to blame them, being myself bom of a woman and 
loving them as I do and seeking still to honour them and 
do them worship in so much as I may, as many of them 
infinitely merit, but some much more than others ; of 
which latter I purpose not at this present to tell you the 
beadroll, for that I have not set out with that intent to write 
you this my letter, \mi to possess you of a case which befell thb 
post Lent (according to that which our learned friend Messer 
Stelano Dolcino told me some days agone, whenas we had 
supped with the most affable Signora Cecilia Gallerana, 
Countess of Bergamo) and from which you may gather 
that, notwithstanding all the considerations alleged in our 
discussion, those men who, casting reason behind their 
backs, give the rein to their passions, and those women who, 
making no account of honour, than which they should hold 
nothing goodlier or dearer, suffer themselves to be swayed 
by amorous desire, do mostwhiles bring themselves to an 
ill end. Vou will see also of what mischief the lewd 
and wicked life of certain monks is the occasion. This 
novel, then, I give )rou, so it may pass, under your name, 
into the reader's hands. Be pleased, after you have read 
it, to show it to our most affable friend Messer Uionisio 
tUio, who, I am very certain, will straightway fall into a 
mighty rage against the knavi&h friar ; and in good sooth be 
will have no little reason therefor. Fare you weU. 

( /4mums Plaint mmun* Socrmtet^ ttd mrngi* mmuctu reriing. 
VOL. I. O 
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ni.AKl.ili HIS WllK" 
SLAYETH HER. 

Milan, as you all know and as i 
dty which hath few equals in Ital 
render a dty illustrious, populous 
nature hath fiuled, the ingenuity o 
defimlt and hath left nought to 
neoesnry unto human life ; nay, n 
of mortals hath added thereunto a 
ments of the East, together with 
which our age hath with inezpressil 
sought out in the world * unknown 
tngly, our Milanese are most sin| 
their banquets for abundance and 
themseemeth they cannot avail to . 
and eat in company. And what sh 
the ladies in their habiliments, ad« 
wroughten gold, such laces and 
pointings and jewels of great price, 
gentlewoman cometh to the door, it 
the Assumption' in the dty of Veni 

1 f .#. America. 

* f>. tiie pictnre (the A imiapti oa of 
Academy of Venice. 
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there nowadays known to l)e to many magnificent coaches, all 
overlaid with fine gold, adorned with the richest of graven 
work and drawn by four gallant coursers, as arc daily to be 
seen in Milan, where more than threescore four-horse caroches 
and an infinite numlier with two are to l)e found, hung with 
the richest housin{^, slashed with silk and gold, and distin- 
guished by so ^rcat a variety that, whenos the ladies go 
a-cooching it aUtut the streets, it seemcth a triumph Ls in act 
to [KLss through the cliy, as was the usance of the ancient 
Romans, when ihcy returne«l victorious fn>m provinces sub- 
ductl an<l kings outwarre<l and van<{uishe<l. I mind me 
presently of that which I heard said, this |>ast year, in Horgo 
Nuovo, of the mo>t illustrious lady, the I^dy IsalicUa dm 
Este, Marchioness of Mantua, who was then on her way to 
Mnnferrato, to condole with the Marchioness of that ilk, the 
Maniuis (iuglielmo Ixring newly dead. She was visited in 
state by our nuble ladies, as still she is whenassocver she 
Cometh to Milan, and seeing so many rich coaches at once 
and those so sumptuously adorne<l, she avouched to the ladies, 
who came to do her reverence, her Ixrlicf that there were noC 
to many gocxlly equipages in all the rest of Italy. The ladies 
of Milan, then, lieing bred in these refinements and this 
pomp an<l accustome<i to such delights and pleasures of 
familiar intercourse, arc commonly of easy com|>ukition, 
deUmair ami complaisant and are l>y nature disponed to lore 
and be loved ami to make gallantry the great business 
of their lives. For me, to say what f m)'Klf think of them, 
meseemeth they lack nothing to make them altogether 
crmiplete, except it lie that nature hath denied them an 
utterance l)efitting their Itcauty, their manners and thetr 
graces for that in effect the Milanese speech bath a certain 
twang, which is strangely offensive to a foreign car. Algatcs, 
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they spare not to make good this their natmrnl default 
with practice, for there be few of them who study not, by 
the r^ing of good books in the ▼emacular tongue and 
by consorting with well-spoken folk, to educate themsdyes 
and refining their speech, to acquire a correct and elegant 
Cushion of utterance, the which rendereth them fu lovesomer 
unto whoso converseth with them. 

But, to o^e to the story which I purpose to tell you and 
which befell in Lent of this past year, you must know that 
there was here in Milan a gentleman of a dty not hi 
removed hence, who, by reason of certain lawsuits he had 
toward, anent the boundaries of a castlewick of his, had 
hired a commodious house, where he abode with a worshipful 
retinue. Being young and rich, when he had taken counsel 
twice or thrice a week, more or less according to circum- 
stances, with his proctors and advocates, he left the care of 
his affairs to a secretary of his, who was exceeding well 
practised and versed in litigation, and applied himself all 
day long to lead a merry life, passing his time behind this 
or that lady's coach. One day, Count Antonio Crivello, 
letting present a comedy, as of his usance, made a sumptuous 
banquet unto many gentlemen and gentlewomen, amongst 
whom was the young litigant, whom henceforward we will 
call Lattanxio, for that I choose not for the nonce to use his 
real name, as on like wise meseemeth meet to do with the 
lady of whom it will l)ehove me speak and who shall be 
named Caterina. Lattanzio, then, chanced to sit at supper 
beside Caterina, whom himseemed he had never yet seen, 
or, if he had e'en seen her, he had taken no heed to her. Now 
banquets are wont to beget great familiarity between those 
who find themselves near one to other at meat, and this 
befell between Lattanzio and the lady, for that he fell to 
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Ulking with her of Tarious matters and to senring her, 
carving before her ' and doing her the like offices, as is the 
wont of gentlemen at table. 

Caterina was very engaging and agreeable and well- 
spoken, and if she was not of the handsomest, might yet 
company with the handsomest women, without being blamed. 
The twain, then, devising thus together and Lattanuo eying 
her very intently, he began unknowingly, little by little, the 
lady's converse and sprightliness pleasing him, to drink in 
the amorous poison at his eyes to such effect that, ere the 
tables were removed, he perceived but too well that the 
stroke of love had already penetrated deep into his heart ; 
wherefore, an end being made of eating and the company 
falling to dancing, Lattanuo invited the lady to dance and 
she courteously accepted the invitation. Accordingly, taking 
her liy the hand and footing a slow dance with her, he 
entered into duicoursc with her uf things amorous, and she 
showing herself nowise shy of such talk, he pre&sed hit 
point ' a little farther and very lovingly discovere<l to her 
bow much she pleased him, praising her fair fashions, her 
carriage, her manners, her sprightliness and her Iwauty ; 
then, telling her how ardently he loved her for this, he 
besought her with courteous prayers to accept of him to 
servant and vouchsafe to have pity on him. The lady 
answered him very demurely, saying that she was well 
pleased to be loved of him, as of a gentleman who apiwared 
to her discreet, well-bred and courteous and would wish 
nothing of her but what consisted with her honour. 

I i^. cutting bcr meat for b«r, «• tb« Mqnira-carvw {tttty^r 
irmmfkmmi) did for bt» lord, a |»art of a f«itlc«iaa't devoir of 
gallantry in medixral and KenaiMance time*. 

* I.it. "path«d the |»a«rn," a metapbor taken, of conrve, (torn Um 
gaaeof cl 
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With these and the like discoarses, the dandng being 
ended, they seated themselves side by side, still devising 
of love ; and what while the entertainment lasted (which 
was till past midnight) Lattanzio ceased not to discourse 
of his case, still getting of her the same replies, all founded 
upon this, that it behoved her have regard to the love 
which it behoved her bear her husband and to his and 
her honour, which must needs be dearer to her than 
her life, and that, seeing him thus courteous and gallant, 
she loved him as a brother. Lattanzio, seeing the lady 
nowise loath to talk of love and having by this grown very 
fiuniliar with her, contented himself with this for the nonce 
and escorted her home in company with many other men 
and ladies. Having thus learned where she dwelt and 
being enamoured of her in good earnest, he applied himself 
to discover where she went to church and found that she 
went well-nigh always to hear mass at San Francesco. 
Accordingly, he began assiduously to frequent that church 
and there, in company with other gentlemen, who were 
wont to resort thither, to pass his time paying court to 
his Caterina, who showed him a good countenance and 
appeared to take great pleasure in seeing him. 

Presently there came Carnival time and its season of 
licence, during which Lattanzio, masked and mounted on 
a very gallant jennet, passed one day before the lady's 
house, and seeing her at the door, halted ; then, giving 
her to know who he was, he entered into converse with 
her and there abode a pretty while, still discoursing of 
his love. Caterina showed herself more than commonly 
gracious to him and laughed and jested very familiarly with 
him, being inwardly half resolved to take him to lover ; 
but first she would fain converse with him and learn, 
an she might, his humour and fashions. Lattanzio, him- 
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leemiiig he found her very familiar and agreeable, after 
beseeching her with infinite prayers to have pity of him 
and command him, for that she would ftnd him most prompt 
to do her every service, humbly commended himself to her 
and departed ; whilst she betook hcreelf to her chamber 
and pondering Messer Lattanzio*s love and the ardent 
prayers wherewith he had plied her, began to be somewhat 
more than of wont inflamed with love of him. Now her 
husband was exceeding fashious at home, and albeit he 
suffered her go where she would and dress sumptuously, 
yet oftentimes he gave her foul words. Moreover, he was 
sore enamoured of a fair damsel, who sold coifs, furlielowi, 
laces, fraises and other women's toys in the street of Saa 
Raffaelle, overagainst the Great Church, and of this the 
lady had notice from a gossip of hers, whereat she was 
sore <lespited and l)ethought henielf to repay her husband 
in kind. Accordin);ly, her&eeming Lattanxio was a|H to 
her purpose, she showed him daily Itctter countenance, 
wherewith he held himself exceeding content. 

The gossip who hail advertised the lady of her husband's 
amour aliode hard by and had none other in the house save 
a little son of two years old and a young serving- maid. 
Lattanxio, then, continuing to i>ay court unto Caterina and 
having sundr>' whiles liesi»kcn her under cover of the festivi- 
ties, she one day, when her husliand was to dine alirood, 
sent UtT her gcissip and would have her dine with her, as she 
was oftentimes used to do. When they had dined and the 
masks liegan to pass through the streets, Caterina and her 
friend sat down at the window to talk; nor ha<l tliey long 
aliidden there when there passed many masks and amongst 
them lattanxio, unmasked and mounte<l on a mule. He 
was in discourse with one of the masks and seeing his 
mistre» at the window, courteously did her obeisance, hat in 
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friend, " Gossip, know yoa the youth, who go«th conversinc 
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"Not I 
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why do yoa ask mef" 


"I will tell you," rejoined Calerina, 


"being assured that vo 
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dit me and thnl whatsoever I 
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many a time 




myself to you of Ihc strange 


Hfe which m- 
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t'enice satin. He tuid I have 



tundrywhites had ill words thereof together ; but it nvailelh 
me nothing, so that I am oftenlimet exceeding iU content, 
seeing this his sorry way of life. Wretch that I am, I mi^t 
have married one of the counts of the Lanpischi lainily at 
Favia, but my brothers would e'en have me be this vile 
fellow's. He hath this much of good that he giveth cie great 
liberty in ibe matter of dress and of going where I will and 
io the governance of the house and in spending as it pleaseth 
me. Algales, at home he is more fashions than fashiousnesa ' 
itself, for that there is never meat cooked to his mind nor 
would he ever order aught whatsoever in the kitchen. He 
■till hath these and those lo eat with him, and the more 
folk there be present, the more he tcoldelh and the more 
outcry he maketb and still he layeth on me the fault of 
everything, so that he is, as useth to be said, a devil b the 
house and asaint in the street But that which moat pincheth 
me and which I lake most to heart is thai the goodfomoo^it 



lielh not with me three timet ■ month, as if I were palsied or 
bedridden or ■ lhree*core-]rcu'-(ild crane, I who have not 
jret Ken ihree-and-lwenty and am eke fmh and dainty; nay, 
an I be not the handsomest it) Milan, I can pass master 
among the rest, and if 1 woulil, I should not lack for wooeta. 
I know, indeed, how many lovers (and (hose of the lint men 
of the city) have courted me and solicited me with letters and 
messaec* and slill have I given all the rebuff, ensuing the 
counsels of my mother of blessed ntemory, who nil] preached 
to m< thai I should set all my love and all my thoughts upon 
' him whom I look to husland, even as she, ^ood lady, did 
with my father ; and so in good soolh have I done, still 
bo|iing for my husWnd to turn from that his ill life. But he 
gnetk from tad to worse, so that I am determined to provide 
fur my occasions, and may God pardon me, for I can live no 
more on this wise. Were I minded to live mthout a man, I 
hail lurneil nun with an elder sister of mine, who hath made 
profession of religion In the Convent of Santa Kadegonda. 
Now, gossip mine, I have made you this lirief discinine, to 
have of you aid anil counsel, being (irmly assured that yoo 
will do fill me all )ruu know may bring mc picaunce and 
pmfil." To this the g»odi>ife very readily assenicnl. and 
Caterina added, " Vou saw yoruler youth jusi a lillle agnne 
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seemclh ti> me mighty discreet and ccnnplaisanl. He hath 
lundrywhiles bespoken me this carnival -lime, reijuiring me 
of liivc, l>ut [ have never yet given him overgood worda in 
answer, although, indeed. 1 have for some days past shown 
him mote countenance than of wont. Now 1 am inwardly 
resolved thai he shall supply my husliand's defaull, whether 
by day cu by nighl, »n such )inviesl and easiest wise a* may 
be piiuilile. Hut. fur thai 1 doubt me we twain alone nay 
Dot avail to bring Ihi* my desire to Ibc wiUwd-for end, 
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methinketh I should do well to discover myself to my old 
waiting-woman, who deepeth in my chamber what time my 
husband lieth abroad, for I would never trust to young girls. 
Wliat say you thereof, dear my gossip ? " 

" Indeed, madam," replied the good lady, " I have still 
had great compassion of you, seeing you fiodr, young and 
delicately bred and knowing the sorry life of my goKip your 
husband, and that which you have told me shall abide still 
buried in my breast Inasmuch as yon are determined not 
altogether to lose your youth, you do mighty well; but 
meseemeth you were best let me speak with the old woman 
and assay her mind, to see how it indineth, and leave the 
manage of the affair to me, for that I hope to faring it to 
a good issue." Accordingly, they abode on this under- 
standing that the gossip should bespeak th» old woman and 
that, if she found her disposed to do their occasions, no time 
should be lost in putting Lattanzio in possession of the 
much-desired treasures, the lady having already forethought 
her of the manner in which he might very lightly avail to 
foregather with her whenassoever her husband lay the night 
abroad. 

Along one side of Caterina's house ran a certain blind 
alley and from this a door gave access to a biggish room on 
the ground floor, wherein were sundry very old wine-vats, 
which were no longer in use. This door (for that it was 
many years since it had been opened and that none resorted 
thither among the wine-vats and scarce any came and went 
in the alley) was unremembered of any in the house, more 
by token that there stood a great tun before it, which 
altogether hid it from sight But love, which hath more 
eyes than Argus, lent the lady, whenas she had determined 
to introduce Lattanzio into the house, one of his, wherewith 
she espied the door and having well considered everything. 
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concluded that there wu no surer means than this of giving 
effect to her desires. Accordingly, the gossip bespoke the 
old woman and found her fully disposed to do all that her 
mistress wished ; wherefore, having taken order with them 
of that which was to do, Caterina sought to such purpote 
that she lit upon certain ancient keys, among which the old 
woman, tr>'ing now one and now another, found that which 
opened the door. 

This done, one day towards the end of the carnival, at 
Caterina stood at her door hard upon nightfall, I^ttaniio 
passed masked and a-horsehock and accosting her respect- 
fully, gave her good even. The lady received him graciously 
and Lattanzio entering upon the wonted discourse of hit 
love and craving her of commodity to speak with her in 
a privy place, she, after letting herself be twice or thrice 
entreatc<l, unable to hold out longer and haxnng no \cm 
desire than himself to foregather with him in private, 
bespoke him thus, sa)'ing, ** I am fain, lattanzio mioe« 
to credit thee of all thou presently tcllest me and hast 
so m.iny a time told me of the love which thou lieaicst 
mc anil to put into thy hands my life and mine honour. 
I>)ok, then, thou Ik so gtxxl a guardian thereof and govern 
l)oth thyself and me on such wise that no manner hurt, still 
less shame, may ensue thereof. Thou scest yon<lcr alley 
at the house-end ; this lie it which shall give thee access 
to me, whenxwoever my huslxind is abroad. And to have 
no occasion for sending messages to ami fro, my gossip, 
who I(Klgi>th in yonder house," here she showed him the 
door, ** and who is cognitant of my whole mind, will 
lulvertise thee of all. My husband, an I mistake not, 
will not be here this evening, either to sup or to sleepi 
She will sup with me lietween two and three of the night ' 

> !.#. b«tw<— 8 «ad 9 pjB. 
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and at four' I will contiive foe iill my household la be 
abed, when my ec^'P "'■" ^e al home She will look 
for IheE oil the slroLce of four and from her ihou ihalt 
know if my husband is to return or nol and oider Ihyself 



according 
initninly bes 

lea^e thee, a 
the occasion < 



But of one thing I would 
Ihia matter thou confide 
its, lest, should [hey after 
me one of them may be 
□r the common folk." 
for ipeech and perceiving, 
ye*, that she wis all alin: 
ppieat and most fortunate 
onderment and allegressc 
iself and tncw not what 
I'its, he rendered the lady 
nd promised her thai he 
lO her gossip, hiding hit 



by the sparkl 

man alive aii' 
that he coul 
to say. Hoi>. 
■ucb thanks u 
would betake himacu . 
love from all his tervi 
in a sea of syrup,* be took leave of her and relumed home- 
That evening he supped little, being drunken with unwonted 
joy and mindful moreover that he was to post it that night, 
and at the stroke of four, setting out all alone, he betook 
himself straight to the gossip, who awaited him, with the 
door on the latch, and gave him to anderatand that the 
husband had not supped at home nor would lie tlie night 
there, that a brotber of the lady's and another gentleman 
whom she knew not had been there, but had both taken 
leave before beraelt 

After many other things discooTsed between ihem, Lattaniio 

took leave of tier and eateriog the little alley, gave the s^nal 

appointed him by the gossip, whereupon the old woman, who 

«ras at the door, opened it lo gingerly that be could scarce 

< i>. 10 ff.iu. ■ Lit. •near [uutttre). 
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•TaS to enter in, far that the Tat hindered the door (ron 
being allogellier opennl. Having enlered, he wu loftly l«d 
bj tbe uld woman lo the bdy'i dumber, where wh«l wu 
the welcome (he eive him and (be careuei and unorout 
embtacemeoti which the two new-made loven beslowed 
upon each other and whal the pleasure and delight which, 
having gotten them to bed, the; look one of other, amorouilj 
•ulacinf; Ihcnuelvo toptiKr, il were an over-long Uory to 
recounl. Suffice it lo lajr ttiat Caterina on the entuing 
day tworc lo hei guuip that (he had hod far more pleasure 
thai night than in all the lime she had abidden wilh ber 
huiband. Before the day grew while, Lattanzio, fonwinkt 
uhI exceeding well conteni, look hi* leave, after having 
al parting given hii mitlreu more than a itwnuand kiuc*. 
As he wu aluut to go furlh the door, he gave (he uld 
woman half a score ducals, exhorting her lo serre her 
mistress faiilifully, in which case he would never fail hct. 
Khc, who had never in her life owneil so much nvmey, 
thanked him amain and accounleil herself richly mjuiled ; 
and Lallajuio, reluming home, betook himself to sleep, 
having been in the saddle all night. Now ihe thing weni oa 
such wise ihal for a whole ycai Laltaniio found means of fore- 
gathering many time* with his mistress, and (he twain gave 
Ibemsclvcs the bc*l lime in the world. Meanlimc, Ihe g'nsjp 
bad manyducBttof Lallaniio, who promised her itui, whena* 
ber lillle son should be (lown, he would lake him to |iage. 

Tbe two lovers, then, having, as I have said, enjoyed 
their loves for some twelve months' space, oa such wise that 
iheir juyancc had its Iieginning in one camivallime and 
lasted until Ihe ncil, Calcrina's husland, why I canmit say, 
liBik il into his head to suspect that, as he lay so selelom wilh 
his wife, the must e'en have some orte in his mum, who 
tilled her garden in his abaertcc and watered it more freely than 
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he would have wished, and accordingly, waxing jealous and 
knowing not of whom, he fell to abiding at home more than 
of wont, especially by night, the which was not over-pleasing 
to the lovers. Then, Lent being come, he determined, an 
it were possible, to hear his wife's confession, and to this end 
he repaired to Sant' Angelo, where he sought out the 
friar to whom he knew Caterina was used to confess her- 
self and entering into discourse with him of various matters, 
made himself very private with him, nor did he cease to 
frequent him till the friar, swallowing the bait, suffered him- 
self to be so taken and blinded with the other's fables that he 
promised to post him near himself within his confessional, 
whenas he was to hear his wife's confession. This settled, 
the jealous man gave much monies to the friar (who received 
them in his gown, not to touch them with the hand)* and 
awaited the day when his wife should go to confess herself. 
The lady was used to send still a day in advance to advertise 
her spiritual father of her coming ; the which being known of 
the husband, he straitly lessoned the friar of that which he 
was to ask her. 

The appointed day come, the lady took coach after dinner 
and repaired to St. Angelo, whither her husband had already 
betaken himself. WTien she came to the church, she let call 
her father confessor and entered one of the closets which are 
made expressly for the purpose of confessing ; whilst the 
rascally friar and the jealous madman, who went seeking 
that which he would fain not have found, taking their 
opportunity, entered the coimtercloset,' without being seen 
of any. There, having begun her confession and coming to 
question of sins of lust, the lady confessed that which she 

^ Not to break the leifer of his vow of poverty. 
* Confra-camertMO, i.e. the compartment of the confessioaal 
reserved for the priest. 
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wrought with her lorer ; whereupon, " Alack, daughter 
mine,** quoth the wicked friar, ** did I not severely rclnike 
thee thereof last year and didst thou not promise me never 
to do it more ? Is this that which thou promisetlst me ? " 
** Father,*' answered the lady, ** I could not nor might do 
otherwise, and the cause of all this is the ill life of my 
hu.sliand, who entreateth me as you know, for I have told 
you all otherwhiles. I am a woman of flesh and blood, like 
others, and seeing that my huslond recked nothing of me, I 
provided myself as best I might. And at the least I do thb 
much, that my doings are secret, whereas those of my 
hustxind arc the byword of the folk and not only is it talked 
thereof in Brolelto,* but there is no liarlier's shop nor other 
place where rhymes are not lagge<l withal. The which ttetideth 
not of my affairs ; nay, all have compassion of me and say 
that he deservcth not so goo<l a wife as I. I bore with him 
some seven years, hoping that he would amend am! leave other 
folk's women ; but the thing goeth from ill to won^e. It 
grieveth me to do that mhich I do and I know that I offend 
against our Lonl (toil Almighty, tnit I can do no otherwi^.** 
•• Daughter mine," rejoined the friar, ** it Ijchoveth not to 
do thus, for that these excuses avail nothing. Tliou shouldst 
not do evil, tiecause another doth it ; nay, it Iwhoveth thee 
lircxjk ever>thing with (Mtience and wait till Ciod shall touch 
thy husband's heart, more by token that lielike he doth nd 
all thou sayest. But who is this thy lover?" ••Father," 
replied the lady, "he if a young gentleman, who loveth roe 
more than his life." ** I ask thee," repeatetl the friar, 
** how he is called." The lady, hearing this and having 
aforetime heard preach' that those with whom a kin is 

* The Broleito &pp«an to have been tbe pablic or narket pUce o# 
MiUn. 

* Or eooaace, Uy dova as a r«l« {/ndumfr). 



committed should never be named in confession, lest they 
should be defamed, said, somewhat wonderingly, ** Alack, 
fiither, what is this you ask me ? I am not bounden to tell 
you that ; let it suffice you that I confess mine own sins and 
not those of my firiend. " There ensued many wends anent 
this, and in the end, the young lady refusing to promise to 
leave her lover, the friar declined to give her absolution. 

Accordingly, she left the confessional and entering the 
church, said her prayers and after went out to take coach 
again ; whereupon the cuckold of a husband, coming with 
fell intent and full of despite, forth of the confessional and 
the door of the convent, made straight for the coach and 
hb wife, seeing him, awaited him. \Mien he came within 
reach of her, he drew a poniard he had by his side and 
saying to her, " Shameless whore that thou art ! " plunged it 
into her breast, whereupon she straightway fell down dead. 
Great was the outcry which was raised therefor and many 
folk flocked thither ; but the husband made off I know not 
whither and in a few days made his escape into the Venetian 
territory, where, not long after, seeking to make peace with 
his wife's kinsfolk, he was by their contrivance hewn in 
pieces, one day as he went a-hunting. Look, now, what 
was caused by the headstrong humour of a husband, who 
would e'en know by undue means that which it behoved 
him to ignore, and what an issue had the wickedness of the 
rascally friar, who (according to what was avouched to me 
of one who should know) was sent in pact^ from which 
peace ' our Lord God keep us all ! 

1 tje. cast into the perpetual solitary prison resenred for praTO 
infractions of the monastic rule and styled with barbarous irony 
" in peace" (/k Poce), probably from the concluding words [He in 
pace, " Go in peace") of the judgment. 

• Pace. 
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to t!)f magnificent anti fngmiotis ffLnmn Stobanni 

BattUta AciitatCenato. 

How greatly, my roost debonair Schiaffenato, they err 
who, whenas they ace a man ogle a woman and ugh for her 
or do such extravagances as are common unto those who 
appear enamoured, say, ** Yonder man loreth such and such a 
woman," and call lust love, is manifest unto whoso knoweth 
the distinctions which wise and learned men have with 
reason established between the [various] faculties of the 
human souL And allieit love is an affection of the coo- 
cupiAciblc appetite, it l)choveth to divide it into many s{)ecies, 
so we may come to the true and perfect love ; but this were 
matter for over-long debate and a subject for a philosopher. 
Algates, to come to that which set me upon writing to yoo, 
I must tell you that unto things natural it is ordained oC 
nature, for the preservation of their essence, that they ensue 
that which profiteth and eschew that which harmeth, and 
[of] that [she] not only [advertiscth them] by a natural 
inMinct, but engendereth in them an inclination to gainstand 
with their every might all that hindereth them of such 
ensuancc or eschewaL The like is in us men, to whom 
nature hath given an ap|)ctcncy (called liy the reri}iatctics ' 
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the concupiscible appetite) to desire everything which seemeth 
unto us good and contrariwise to eschew that which we may 
judge to be hurtful unto us ; and she hath also of her bounty 
gifted us with another appetency (which hath been styled the 
irascible appetite) wherewithal we may apply ourselves to 
iK-ithstand whoso would £ain forbid us the ensuance of good 
or hinder us from fending ourselves against evil. You must 
know, moreover, that the inclinations which are involved in 
these appetites, albeit they are apt to subject themselves 
unto reason, are nevertheless prone, as £» as in them lieth, 
to contend withal and still set themselves as enemies in 
opposition thereto. The which is plainly to be apprehended 
in those, who, albeit reason sboweth them that which is 
good, nevertheless, solicited by appetite, leave the good and 
cleave to the evil, especially in matters amorous, wherein 
men, contenming reason, live after the fashion of the beasts 
and act without reason, in that, urged by sensual appetite, 
unregulated by reason, they pass from the true love to that 
which is savage and bestial ; as was no great while agone 
shown us by our pleasant and erudite friend Messer Francesco 
Appiano, who is a most learned physician and philosopher, 
whenas, in the presence of a very goodly company, he 
related the course which Mahomet, son of Amurath, 
Emperor of the Turks, held anent a love of his or (as it 
should rather be styled) a frenzy of the senses. This story, 
having written it down, I dedicate and consecrate unto your 
name and therein you will see how much they deceive them- 
selves who give the name of love to their every disorderly 
appetite. Fare you well. 



Kflf Ntnlf) StoTS. 



MAHOMET. EMPEROR OF THE TURKS. CRUELLY 
SLAYETH ONE OF HIS WOMEN. 

Will you l)e certified, ladies mine, that many say they 
love and know not what they say. for that what they call 
love is no love, but a disorderly appetite, an unbridled 
desire, a blind and liestial frenzy? Hearken unto me and 
judge if I icU you the truth or not, for I desire none oCber 
judges for the nonce, dear my ladies, than you. Mahomet, 
son of Amurath. King of the Ottoman Turks, was he who, 
to the exceevling reproach and eternal infamy of all the 
Chri>tian princes of the time, stormed Constantinople in 
the year one thf>usand four hundred and fifty-three of our 
salvation and usur})c<l the Greek empire, it lieing the one 
thousand and one hundred and ninety-fir^t year since 
Constantine, son of Helena, established the seat of empire 
at Constantinople, whither he had removed it from Rome. 
And here it may be noted that, like as the Greek empire 
liegan with Constantine, son of Helena, even so it terminatol 
and came to an end with Constantine Tabeologus, like- 
wise son of Helena, who, seeing the Turks entered into 
the city an<i that there was no means of recovering it, did 
oflf the rolies which he wore over his armour and which 
bespoke him emperor and rushing into the midst of the 
infiiiels, slew many of them with his own hand, fighting 
manfully like the lusty ami valiant soldier he was, till, 
at the last, without ever showing his bock to the foe, be 
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fell down dead midmost his enemies, having lost all his 
blood for multitude of wounds. Mahomet, who was of his 
nature very cruel, having won this great victory, ordained 
that Calibasso, who had of his £sUher been i4)pointed unto 
him for governor, should be slain, for that he had, at the 
spoiling of Constantinople, forbidden many cruelties, and so 
the good old man was with various torments most cruelly 
done to death. ^ 

Now, the booty being reviewed which had been made in so 
rich a city, there was found among the spoil a very beautiful 
Grecian girl of sixteen to seventeen years of age, Irenea* by 
name, who was accounted the fairest damsel ever seen; 
wherefore those to whose share she had fjedlen, thinking to 
pleasure their emperor, presented her to Mahomet, who was 
young and exceeding prone unto lust (as indeed for the most 
part are all the Turks) and seeing so £ur a maid, was beyond 
measure charmed with her and commanded that she should 
be reserved for himself, purposing to give himself the good- 
liest time in the world with her. I dare not say that he ever 
loved her, for that, had he loved her, there had not ensued 
so horrible an issue thereof. Mahomet, then, began to 
converse with Irenea and to take of her all those pleasures 
which a man may have of a woman and so much enamoured 
did he become of her and so greatly did her company please 

> Calibasso is what the author of the " Cruise opoo Wheels '* would 
hare called Bandello's " refreshing view " of the name of the Grand 
Vixier Khelil Pasha, the famous minister of Mohammed II. and of his 
fiither Mourad. Our author is mistaken in his statement of the cause 
of Khelil's execution ; he was not put to death for interfering with his 
master's cruelties (which were indeed £u- less than would hare been 
committed on such an occasion by any of the Christian princes of 
that time) but for a traitorous correspondence <^ long date with the 
Grrek Christian court. 

* i.e. /mtr (f l^ri|). 
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him that he nerer left her day or night, himseeming he 
might not nor could avail to live without her sight ; nay, the 
thing came to such a pass that he companied with her 
without ceasing some three years* space, recking nothing oi 
aught that pertained unto the governance of the state, but 
leaving the care of everything to his bashaws. Wherefore, it 
seeming to many that matteis of justice were ill administered 
and that the liashaws, governing after their fashion, looked 
solely to their own particular profit, there arose a great 
clamour at court and likewise among the people. Moreover, 
the jani»ahcs and all other sorts of men aflccted unto war 
began to murmur strangely, themseeming the emperor was 
grown so efTcminate that he might never more concern 
himself with things military ; and the outcry went waxing 
after such a fashion that it might rather be named a sedition 
than a murmuring. However, there was none dared say 
a word thereof to the cm})eror, knowing him terrible of his 
nature and beyond measure cruel ; and he for his part was so 
drunken with the charms of the fair Creek that himseemed 
he had gotten more felicity in the enjoyment of so lovely a 
lady than in the acquisition of so renowned an empire. 

Acconlingly, the sedition still waxing and there lieing 
already many who avouched that oliedience should no longer 
be given to so effeminate a prince, but that one should be 
made emperor in his stead who would occupy himself with 
arms and apply to extend the limits of the empire and 
to magnify their Mahometan faction, Musta£i, — a youth oC 
high spirit and very dear to the emperor, with whom he 
had been reared from a child and to whom he had privy 
access, whereassoever he was, though he were with the 
Greek, — one day, taking his occasi<»n, as Mahomet walked 
for his pleaikure in a ganlen all alone, accoste<l him reverently, 
as is their custom, and sakl to him, ** My lord, an it irk thee 
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not, I would fain bespeak thee of somewhat which, meseemeth, 
peitaineth unto thy weal and that of thy realm." **And 
what is to do?" asked Mahomet, graciously replying unto 
Mustafa; ** My lord," answered the latter, "it is like, 
indeed, I shall seem to thee presumptuous in telling thee 
that which methinketh it is everywise incumbent on me 
to tell thee ; but, my having from my earliest years been 
reared with thee and the many favours thou hast conferred 
on me, who have still been a most faithful slave to thee, 
embolden me to speak, in the firm assurance that thou, 
wise and prudent as thou art, wilt take all in good part. 
The life which thou hast led since the taking of Con- 
stantinople maketh all the people murmur, and especially 
thy soldiers, seeing it b presently three years that thou 
(be it permitted me for thy weal to speak thus) losesti 
thyself in a woman's company and appliest neither to 
the governance of thine empire nor unto things military. 
Knowest thou not, my lord, that, if thou suffer thy troops 
to become thus negligent and effeminate in sloth and idle- 
ness and to lose their accustomed valiance, thou sappcst 
the vcr>' foundations of thine empire? WTiere is that thy 
greatness of soul which thou wast used to have aforetime? 
Where the desire which thou showedst, whenas thou w?.st 
a boy, to seek at all hazards to subjugate Italy and procure 
thyself to be crowned in Rome ? Certes, this is not the true 
way to extend thy dominion, nay, rather it is that of minish- 
ing and losing that which hath been gotten. Deemest thou, 
if Ottoman* the First, who raised thy family unto greatness, 
had led the life thou leadest, that thou wouldst presently be 
emperor of Greece ? Rememberest thou not to have read, in 
the annals of thy forefathers, that Othman, departing Galatia, 

> Oiktmam. 
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nbjugited BilhTiiia uid gntt put of the provinct* which 
be about the Greater Sea ami for ten fcttn ihal he reigned 
never gave hinuelf to leposeP Hii ion Orcan,' ensuing the 
euunpic of hi» fathet's valiance and cmulom of hii warlike 
worth, most felkilousl]i conquered Mysia, L]rcaoniB, Phrypa 
and Caria and eilcndcd the limits of the realm even lo the 
Ketletponl. Amurath, who lucceeded unto Uikhan, waa 
thefint who canint the Turkiih anni into Europe, where be 
aojuireil Thrace, (the which ii now called Koumelia) Serri* 
and Kucia ' and subjugated (he Bulgariana. What shall I 
■ajr lo thee of Bajuet,' who *o valiantly gave battle in Europe 
unto Snliman his brother, who loughl to oust him frooi 
the cmperjr, and slew him ? What a soul thinkesl thou 
was his. whenas he dsred to oppnte himself, on the con- 
fine! of Galalia and Bilh)-nU, lo Tamerlane and ilti with 
him, for all his four hundred thousand Scythian hone 
and his six huDdred thousand footmen ? After Bojaiei came 
Calapin. Orcan and Motci;' but, for that they foughl 
among themselves, they acquired little of others' gooi, 
Mahomet, brother of Motes, who was thine ancestor, did he 
not coiK|iieT Macedonia and carry his arm* even lo the Ionian 
Sea, which conlinclh with the Adriatic? On like wise, in 
Asia, Ji^nst the Lydians jnd the Qliciani, he made many 
expeditioiu worthy ol mcmury. But what shall I say of 
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Amurath thy finther, who, for the space of forty cootinnoas 
years that he reigned, abode still in arms and marvellously 
enlarged the confines of the Turkish realm? His fiiUher 
dead, he crossed over from Asia into Europe and despite 
the Greeks, who finvoured Musta£ii his unde, who sought the 
European provinces for himself, penetrated, with the aid of 
the ships of the Genoese, into Roumelia, where, coming to 
Uows with his uncle, he, after long battle, overcame and 
slew him and abode peaceable possessor of all the kingdom. 
Thinkest thou, belike, that he contented himself with the 
kingdom his fuher left him and gave himself up unto 
idlesse? Thou must know, my lord, that there never was 
any of the Ottoman Uood who more than he hath both 
harassed the Christian arms or been harassed of them. 
First, he avenged himself upon the Greeks, inasmuch as 
he took many of their cities by assault, laid waste their 
provinces, sadced many towns, ravaged the champaigns and 
made great part of Roumelia tributary unto himsell He 
stormed Thessalonica, a most illustrious city on the confines 
of Macedonia, which was then under the empery of the 
Venetians, and overpassed Tmarus* and Pindus with a 
very great host ; with perpetual victory, he overwarred the 
Phocenses,' subdued the province of Attica, Boeotia, iEtoUa 
and Acamania and made all the peoples that are behither 
the Morea, even to the Gulf of Corinth, subject to his 
governance. John Castriot,' unto whom all the Epirote 
name* yielded obedience, for fear of losing his estate, gave 

' Disguised by Bandello under the name of Totnaro, 

* Foctntti^ i.e. the people of Phocis, a province of Central Greece, 
in which were situate Delphi and Parnassus. 

* Father of George Castriot, better known as Scanderbeg. 

* // nomt Epirotico^ (Nomen Epiroticum), i>. all the tribes of 
Epirote blood ; d Nomea Latinum. 
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into tl;y fiaher*t hands CroU City and three of his sons, 
together with many other noble hostages. What ihall I say 
to thee of the battle which he waged against the Emperof 
Sigismund and Philip, Duke of Burgundy, where was the 
flower of the Christian chivalry? He routed the Emperor 
and taking the Burgundian prisoner^ carried him captive to 
Adrianople, where Philip purchased hb liberty with a great 
sum of gold. * No great while after, thy father sent an army 
of an hundred thousand horse to lay waste Hungary, where 
it wrought exceeding great hurt to that province, under the 
governance of Mesibecco.* He after took to wife the 
daughter of Zorzo Dispota,* who was thy mother, and by 
force of arms con(iucrcd unto himself all the dominions oi 
his father-in-law.* It bootcth not presently to recall thy 
father *s other warlike expeditions against the Hungarians, 
thou having been present thereat in person, whcnas thoa 
sawest his diligence, his vigilance and his constanc)* ; nay, 
had he given himself to idlcssc, thou wouldcst not now be 
so great a prince as thou art. But tell me, I prithee, 
thinkcst thou, for that thou hast gotten the Greek empire 
and so greatly enlarged thy dominion, to abide in peace 
and seest thou not that it behoveth thee more than ever to 
provide for the stability of thy power ? Many of thy subjects 
presently obey thee and honour thee, who, should a lusty 

I RjUKiello here coofbundt, in inextricable confuMoa, the battle oC 
Nicopoitt, WAfed A.D. IJ96 bj Rayaxid I. afatatt Stgitmuad, Kiag 
oi HttOfary, and Jeaa de Neirrr*, ton and heir of Philip, ThAm 
oi liarfvadj, whea he pat Si^maaad to tight aad took Nrrars 
priMMier, aad that of Varaa, A.o. 1444, wbea Amarmth (Moarad IL) 
defeated aad slew Ladttlas, Kiag of Uaagarj. 

" Moaaa Bee ? ■ <>. G«orge, De«pot of Serria. 

* The whole of this iketch of the Turkish coaqnetts ii fall of errors 
aad b iaderd to coofasedJy aad ifaoraatljr written as to be all 
bejTMid coffactioa. 
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war befall thee, would take up arms against thee.. Thoa 
must e'en know that all Christendom thinketh no otherwhat 
than to do thee hurt ; and I understand that their Pope doth 
nought but send his prelates hither and thither, to unite all 
the princes of Christendom for thy ruin. If the Christians 
should unite together, which God forfend, what should we 
do ? If thou persevere in this thy womanly way of life and 
unnerve thyself on such wise that thy strength be little by 
little consumed and thy manhood weakened, if thy soldiers 
no more wield arms and things warlike £dl into oblivion, 
what will betide, if the Christian princes of Europe unite 
with the Sophy of Persia, thy bitterest enemy, and with the 
Soldan of Egypt, who is no less thine adversary ? My mind 
abhorreth to think of this and I pray God that He possess 
not the Christians with this design, for that assuredly thine 
empery would resolve itself into smoke. Come, my lord, 
arouse thyself, for thou hast slept over-long; approve thee 
a man and not a woman ; ensue the footsteps of thy 
foregoers, apply thyself to the governance of thine empire 
and look that thy soldiers be all day long arms in hand. 
Nay, if this Greek girl e'en please thee so that thou ma}*st 
uneath leave her, what hindereth thee to carry her with thee 
in thine expeditions ? Wherefore canst thou not enjoy her 
beauty and occup)' thyself at the same time with war ? Thy 
pleasures were far more delightsome to thee if, after having 
assailed and carried a city, thou shouldst couch th>'self in 
her arms, than now whenas thou abidest ever by her side. 
Do but essay to separate thyself from her for some days and 
thou wilt of experience find what I tell thee to be true, 
for that thou wilt clearly perceive the difference which is 
between continual pleasures and those which are but inter- 
ruptedly enjoyed. It remaineth unto me, my lord, to tell 
thee that all the victories which thy forefathers have 
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giined and the conquest which thon hast mode of this 
Greek empire, are nought, an thou maintain and increase 
them not, for that no less a virtue than to acquire is it 
to know to preserve things acquired. G>nquer, conquer 
thyself, my lord, and thou wilt conquer all the rest. I 
beseech thee, then, if I have said aught to thee which 
fretteth thy spirit, to pardon me of thy clemency and think 
that my servitude and my jealousy for thine honour and thy 
weal have prompted me unto this. I assure thee, indeed, 
ay, and most religiously can I swear to thee that I have said 
nought save with intent to advantage thee, and with thpelf it 
now resteth to do all that seemeth unto thee for thy profit " 
With this Mustafa was silent, awaiting what his lord 
should do. When Mahomet saw his slave silent, he 
abode awhile without saying a word, revolving various 
things in himself and plainly discovering in his face the 
fluctuation of his spirits and the conflict which was toward 
in his breast, insomuch that Mustafa was sore in doubt 
for his life. His words had cruelly wrung the emperor^ 
heart, and he felt himself so much the sorelier pierce<l and 
stung to the quick as himscemed Mustafa had told him 
the truth and spoken like a most faithful servant ; yet, 
on the other hand, he was so entangled in the snare of the 
immoderate delight which he took in the fair Cireek's 
company that he felt his heart cleave asunder in his l>reast, 
whenassoever he represented to himself the necessity of 
leaving her or even of removing from her for a day. Ulti- 
mately, unknowing how to answer his occasions without 
the sacrifice of the ill-starred (jreek and having inwardly 
determined that which he purposed to do, he turned to 
Mustafa and said to him, with a good countenance, 
"Mustafa, great hath liten thy liuKlness in Ixspeaking 
me thus ; but let the having bctn reared with me and my 



156 

luvingstiU found thee most £dtbfal to me a^rtfltl^ More- 
over, I acknowledge that thou hast tdd me the truth and 
I will shortly do on such wise that thou and all the others 
shall see that I know how to conquer mysel£ Go and 
look that to-morrow all the hashaws and the dueft of my 
soldiery be present at midday in such a hall of my palace." 
This said, he rejoined the fiur Greek and abode with her 
all that day and the ensuing ni^t, wherein, aoooiding 
to that which he said after, he took more pleasure with 
her than he had ever before done. 

On the morrow he dined with her and would have her 
clothe herself in richer apparel and adorn herself with gems 
of greater price than she had ever yet worn ; the which 
she did, unknowing, poor wretch I that she was decking 
herself for her own eicquies. On the other hand, Mustafi^ 
unknowing his lord's mind, assembled all the chief men 
of the court in one of the halls of the palace at the appointed 
hour, each marvelling at the emperor's summons, for that 
it was long since any had seen him in publia All being, 
then, assembled in the hall and discoursing variously among 
themselves, behold, in came the emperor, leading by the 
hand the fair Greek, who, being, as she was, very handsome 
and most sumptuously apparelled, appeared a very goddess 
come down from heaven upon the earth. Upon Mahomet's 
entrance, all the Turks prostrated themselves before him 
and did him reverence after their manner, to whom quoth 
he, halting amiddleward the hall and still holding the fair 
Greek in his left hand, "According to that which hath 
been told me, you murmur at me for that I abide all day 
long with this damsel ; but I know none of you who, if 
he had so fair a lady by his side, would part from her. 
How say you thereof? Let each frankly tell me his mind." 
Hearing this their lord's speech and seeing a beauty such 
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as they had never beheld, all declared that he was much 
in the right if, being young, he took his pleasure of so faa 
a creature and that it nowise behoved him depart from her ; 
whereupon the cruel barbarian replied to them, saying, 
*'And I mean to let you know that there is nought in 
the world which shall avail to hinder me Crom applying 
to the magnification of the house of Othman. '* 

So saying, he suddenly laid hold of the lady*s hair with 
his left hand and with the right taking a knife, which he had 
by his side, slit her wcasand in sunder ; whereupon the 
unfortunate woman fell to the ground, dead. Then, as if he 
had killed a swallow (it being presently three years since he 
had carried Constantinople by storm), he gave commandment 
for the mustering of an hundred and fifty thousand fighting 
men, with whom he overran all Bosnia and thinking to take 
Belgrade, suffered that memorable defeat which was given 
him of the Christians under the conduct of John llunyady, 
tumamed the White, who was father to the glorious King 
Matthias Corvinus. Vou may seej then, that in Mahomet 
there was neither love nor pity, for that, an he ch«jiM no 
more to solace himself with the fair Greek, there was no 
occasion for the barbarous wretch to slay her. But such are 
the usances of the Turks, and whoso shf>uld «eek to recmnt 
the particular cruelties practiced by this MaU^met would 
have overmuch to do, they being innumerable. 
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to Stgnot Ftcen}o Sltttllano. 

It being discoursed, whereas we were these days past, of 
Messer Bernardino Busto, a physician, and how, finding his 
wife abed one night with her gallant, who straightway made 
off, he then and there, albeit the snow lay deep upon the 
ground, turned the lady out of doors, barefoot and with one 
sole shift on her back, various were the opinions of those 
who spoke, even as men's humours and inclinations are 
various. You (an you remember aright) said that jrou had 
never had a wife nor yet a mind to take one, chancing to 
have three most engaging nephews, the sons of your brother, 
whom you love and tender as your proper children ; but that 
nevertheless, should it ever occur to you to marry and should 
you by misadventure make acquaintance with the way to 
Cuckoldshaven, you would not put either your wife or your- 
self to shame, but would take coach to catch the hare,* as 
do the wise who have no mind to become the bj'word of 
the common folk. There were many who commended this 
opinion and many and various things were said thereupon. 
Among the rest it was spoken of a certain French lord, who, 

* Lit. take the hare with the coach or cart [pigliar la Uprr col 
carro'\t a somewhat obscure proverbial expression, meaninj; to act 
with deliberatioD and forethought, not to course the hare with beat 
of drum. 
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having been some months alisent from his country and return- 
ing home, l>rought with him a little bastard son whom he 
had liegotten u})tm a gentlewoman, ami surprising his wife in 
childl)ed, on such wise that she might not avail to hide the 
child to which she had given birth ^me four or five dayt 
Ixrfore, kissed her and said, ** Wife mine, you have been at 
your tricks and I at mine ; of that which is past lie it no more 
spoken ; let bygones !)e bygones and for the future let ut 
apply to live merrily." All laughctl at the l>aron and it was 
said that he had eaten overmuch saffron. ^ It was told likewise 
of a gentleman of Mantua, who, finding that his wife had her 
lover in l)e<l, shut the door on such wise that it might not be 
ojxrneil, knowing the window to lie gratetl, and went off to 
San Sebosliano to speak with Signor Francesco (lonxaga, 
Manjuess of Mantua, of whom he craveii leave and licence to 
slay the adulterer who was with his wife, and the latter also ; 
whercujxmtjuoth the Man|uevs to him wrathfully, **Cuckoldy 
)>atch that thou art, an thou dare to rufHe a hair of thy wife% 
head or his who is with her, I will have thee hange<l ; allieit, 
hadst thou slain them forthright, whcnas thou foundest them 
together, I swear I would have {xirdoned it to thee; l»ut now 
liegone and let him gt) free.*' And so one said one thing and 
one another. Finally, the excellent doctor [of laws] Mesaer 
Francesco Midolla, councillor of the parliament of Milan and 
your kinsman, a man of singular erudition and great experi- 
ence, said, ** C^ntlemen, an you will hearken to me, I will 
tell you how discreetly a senator of I*aris com|)ortc<! himself 
in a similar case ; '* and thereupon he recounted a memorable 
circumstance, which, having added it to the numlier of my 
n<»vels, I now jiresent unto you. Fare you well. 

I ApfMirently rrfrrriog to tbc tlapefyinf Hfect of duU bcrb, whtm 
catoo ia qvaatity. 
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A SENATOR, TAKING HIS WIFE IN ADULTERY, 
LETTETH THE ADULTERER ESCAPE AND 
SAVETH HIS OWN HONOUR, TOGETHER 
WITH THAT OF HIS WIFE. 



It is no great while, my lords, since, what while I was in 
Paris, there was a senator or councillor of the parliament 
(which is the chief of many that be in France) who, being 
presently in years, had taken to wife a fidr damsel, also 
French, whom he loved with an exceeding love. She, being 
red-haired and lusty and finding her husband feeble and 
unable to water her garden as often as she could have 
wished, more by token that he rose well-nigh every morning 
before day, what time she would fain have played at the 
clipping-game and put the devil in hell, abode sore ill 
content, seeing her youth waste without pleasure ; wherefore 
she determined to provide herself as best and most secretly 
she might, bethinking herself that she might lightly have 
commodity therefor, so but she should find a gallant to her 
mind, for that, my lord her husband going betimes to the 
parliament and returning home late, she would meanwhile 
have leisure to satisfy her occasions. Accordingly, having 
come to this resolution, she fell to standing at the door and 
the window, to see who went along the street and make 
choice of one who should seem to her most to her purpose ; 
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but, albeit ihe taw many men pan every day, yet well-ni^ 
none was to her liking, till one day it chanced that there 
passed one of from six to eight -and-twcnty years of age, who, 
courteously vailing his bonnet to her and faring on his way, 
pleased her greatly at first sight. 

Now he was a Lomlurd, who had occasion to pass that 
that way five or six * times a day, or more or less, according 
to the affairs he had in hand ; which the lady olicierving and 
having three or four da)*s noted his passing and still finding 
him more to her taste, she liegan, whonas she saw him pass, 
to give him a goo<l countenance and show him that the 
honour he ditl her was cxcectling agreeable to her. The 
youth, who was excectling <|uick of wit, |>erceiving this, 
Ijcthought himMrIf that it were l>clike n<»t ill tlonc to cvsay to 
make ac({uaintance with the la<ly ; but, as he passed one day 
before her, according to his wont, she said to him, ** My 
lord, whither go you thus in such haste?" And waxe<l all 
red in the face. The Lr>ml)ard, who was well enough versed 
in the French tongue, halted and answered her re%(iect fully, 
saying, ** Madam, I go to the I'ont Notre Dame on certain 
occxsions of mine ; but an there lie aught wherein I may 
serve you and you will deign to command me, you will find 
me ever reatly to olwy you, for that I have long desircti to be 
your servant. ** Then, seeing the lady's eyes s{)arkle, he went 
on to |>ress his point and tell her that it was some nwmths 
since he had fallen sore enamoured of her, Iwt that, lieing a 
stranger, he hail never dared discover to her his fervent love. 
In fine, the laily, lieing yet more desirous thereof than he, 
ap|KHnted him that he should on the morrow lie in the street 
betimes ami that, as uxm as my lonl went out to re|iair to 
the lorliament, be should enter the house and Ijetake himself 

* Lit. fovr or sia, Um •qvivalast Italiaa idiom. 
VOL. I. II 
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■tiaight to such a chimber, which she showed him. The • 
Lombard punctufxilr did bei bidding and found himself 
abed wilh her, where, approving himself anothergates bed- 
fellow Ihnn her husbond, he touiled her to her bcartVi 
conlent uid in three hours rode five posLs without changing 
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the house, the gallant entered iL Accordingly, telling th« 
thing to another, who served the husband as secretary, and 
leaving him on guard, he one morning, what time the 
Lombard was closeted with the lady, went [to Ihe Parlia- 
ment-house] and discovered all to his master. The latter 
atraightway returned home and letting shut the house-door, 
ilalioned the two serving-men at the slair-foot, armed with 
halberds, so that, if the gallant escaped from his hands, they 
should kill him. Then, putting off bis gown and taking 
a sword in bis hand, he repaired to the chamber and 
knocked, calling the lady by name, who, finding herself 
surprised, gave herself up for lost, but nevertheless opened 
Ihe door, which the husband straightway shut 

1 Lit. " tbsj » foriat tbeuHlvs " (ii Jimai/icanmii) ; bgt tbit U 
piobaUj a niiprail for li Jimaticarviif. 
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Now the Lombard wis uiuumed and had already donned 
his doublet an<l hose, when my lord said to htm, ** I know 
not who thou ma}*st lie, Init, an thou tender thy life, take 
thy clothes and jump strai};ht way down from this window.*' 
This seemetl to the youn^; man a Ixittered toxst, and 
accordin^^ly, taking; his ca&MKk and mantle, he leapt down 
into a nei^hliour's courtyanl, fortune mj favouring him 
that he was seen of no one. My lord doctor then shut 
the window and made the laily get her to be<l again ; 
then, calling up the two spies into the chamlnrr, he 
sai'l to them, ** Where is he whi> you tc»ltl me was 
alietl with my wife, co/ening knaves that you are to seek to 
defame an himcst woman ? Vou were certainly drunken^ 
a yuLir of lio-Ne churls ! (fo to; for this once I |xirdon it yoa, 
tHit in future look you o]ten your eyes well. '* The men went 
down, all confoundeil and kmiwing not what to say, whilst 
the husbantl, h.i\ing given hi» wife a se%'ere rating and 
ch.irg(.tl her fall no more into the like default, returmrd to the 
sen.itc ; Imt the laily, unable to forget her lover, fouml other 
means of licing with him on m<*re secret m-isie. Ni>w u*emeth 
it nt>t to you, my lords, that this councillor was lietter advised 
than Mexscr liernardin*) Husto or the doltish Mantuan ? 
Certe<i, if he knew how to counsel iHher^, in this most {wirlous 
caie he o>unsellal himself pas»ing well for the salvation of hb 
own honour and that of his wife. 
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to t|ie tngnttots fiU»n 



ISatigitaiui. 



The last sonnets and the very goodly madrigal, which 
you gave me at Montechiaro in the Bresdan, I showed, 
whenas I was at Bresda, to our most afiable friend Messer 
Emilio EmiliL I will not now tarry to tell you that 
which he and I said of your dulcet style and of your 
ingenious and goodly fancy. I will only say that I read 
them again and again, on my way between Montechiaro 
and Brescia, and the more I read them, the more the 
desire grew on me to read them afresh, the which also 
happened to Messer Emilio. Now, to send you a novel 
of my fashion, here is one which not long agone in Mantua, 
in the presence of my most illustrious mistress, the Lady 
Isabella da Elste, Marchioness [of that ilk], the most 
agreeable Messer Domenico Campana Strascino recounted, 
being on his return from Milan to Rome and having that 
day dined in the country with Messer Mario Equicola 
and myself. The circumstance is historical and Dante 
maketh mention thereof in his Purgatory. Algates I have 
been fain to put it with my other histories or novels and 
to dedicate it to you. Fare you well. 



A SIENNESE TAKETH HIS WIFE IN ADULTERY 
AND CARRYING HER FORTH, SLAYETH 
HER. 

Siena, my native place, did ever, as it doth yet, abound 
in fair and gracious bdies, amongst whom there was 
aforetime a very fair damsel called Fia de* Tolomei and 
of a very noMe family. Being of age to be married, she 
was given to wife to Mesaer Ncllo ' della Pietra, the richest 
gentleman of Siena ami the most puiMUint of all that were in 
the MaremmiL l*ia, who had lieen enforced of her iiarents 
to take him, against her will, found herself in pacing 
icurvy case, being fair and fresh and a girl of eighteen 
to nineteen years of age and marrietl to a husliond of 
over fifty, who caused her keep more fast -days than my 
lord ju<lge [Ricciardo] di Chinzica taught Bartolommea 
Gualanda his wife or' than do many Spaniards, whenat 
they. feed at their own charges, for that then they live 
on lircad and water and a radish ; nay, if Ncllo whiles 
gave her her pittance, he most times made a stalemate 
of it, ringing the changes in pure waste,* so that the hu 



> Din. of UomIIo, PiiffmB«llo. I>aBi«Ilo. mU, 

* Sc« mjr I>*cmflicTOfi, Vol. I. p. ajS rf srf. 

* Lit. ** ^>eodiog (or wattiag} timer*" {t pmd tndo daffHmtS. A 
** drttce " {d^p^t^m* or iA'//««'] is a pesl r«af wilb a pair ol b«Us» 
TW —■■tin is cvid«sl. 
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damsel fared mighty meBErely anil was 

that Nello tor the most port kept her at his castli 

Maremma. 

Once, amongst other times, he carried her to Siena, 
il behoved him sojiium some months, anent a lawsuit 
he had with the city, touchinga matter of boundaries; where- 
upon she resolved to malte provision for hei occasions and 
cast about lo procure her^lf abundance of thai whereof her 
husband was so chary with hei and of which he kept her in 
Kuch extreme dearth and having seen many young men of 
the city and well conudered the manners, the usances, the 
fashions and the favour of each, she was marvellously taken 
with a youlh of the Ghisi family, by name Agostino, from 
whose stock il plcaseth me lo believe thai our modem 
Mxcenas and furtheier of all [he ii^enious of our time, Sigoor 
Agostino Ghi^, is descended, lie who is so good, so rich, so 
liberal, so couneoua and so great a lover of men of wil and 
merit. Accordingly, fixing her eyes on this man and showing 
herself all smiling, whenassoever he might see it, she did on 
such wise thai he perceived himself to be amorously belooked 
of hei ; whereupon, nowise shunning the flames of love, he 
opened wide his breast thereto and did his every endeavour so 
she also should perceive how he burned for her ; the which 
was easy enough to do, for that, whenassoever she saw him, 
she took particular note of all his fashions. Both, then, 
being thus afiie, Mesaer Agoslino wrote her an amorous 
billet and conveying it to her hand by means of a good 
woman,' had of her Ihe desired response. It was the common 
desire of both to foregather together, so they might amorously 
pleasure themselves ; but, for the great household Messer 

1 Vna btuma ilttuta. ■ comoion Italiaa enpliemiiiD for a bawd, i 
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Nello kq>C, it wis well-nigh imponible mt any boor for Gliiri 

to come in to ber at home, without being seen. On the 
other hand, she might not depart the house nor go any whither 
but the was accompanied by men and women ; wherefore 
both were passing ill content nor knew how to find a remedy 
for their affairs. 

Now it chanced that Meiser Nello let come from hk 
estates a great quantity of grain for the provision of his 
household, being minded to pass the ensuing winter at 
Siena, and Tia, hearing of this, advised her lover thereof, 
giving him to understand what herseemed he should do ; 
whereat he was beyond measure rejoiced and addressed 
himself to do that which she had written to him. As chance 
would have it, the day the grain arrived, Messer Nello lei 
call a conference of doctors of the law concerning his lawsuit 
at the house of the eldest of them, and at such confereocct 
he would still lie {>resent, so that he abode there from aAer 
dinner till nightfall. The grain was brought what time he 
left the house and his steward, sending for sundry porten, 
liodc carry up the sacks to the lofL Ghisi, who had clad 
himself porter- fashion and was so well disguised that no 
one in the world would have known him, came up with 
the rest and was called by the steward to help carry ap 
the groin. Now he desired nothing better; so he shouldered 
his sack and mounting the stair, emptied it in the granary. 
Then, knowing how the chambers of the house lay, for that 
he had viewed them otherwhiles, and contriving to be alooe, 
he, on his way down, entered a closet and shut the door, 
according as it had lieen written him of the lady, who abode 
on the watch for her lover's coming. 

The closet in question opened upon the bedchamber, 
whither she had withdrawn and where, feigning a wish to 
sleep, she shut herself in all alone ; then, opening the cloact 



tes 

door, the found Messet Agostino, who hud abtadj dofled hit 
porter's clothes anil abode in a doublet of mufrey snlin. As 
soon as she saw him, she cast lier anns nlsiot his neck, 
kiising him a thousand times, and he on like viae embraced 
her very slrailly. But 1 will nol tarry particularly to 
recount to yuu hie uiic^ses which thc^ bestowed upon each 
other a.nd bow mo"" bouu they wrestled for the &I1. Let 
each of you betbi-' >'«»lf what *>» << juld have done in like 
aae, had he bei i 
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women ; then, knowing that her husband was not to return 
home till the evening, she went back to the closet, under 
colour of having somewhat to do. There, then, abiding 
joyously together and devising of the means whereby they 
might avail to renew their delights in the future, so that this 
which had been the first time should not be the last, they 
debated many things and themseeming they could find no 
device to their liking, Ghisi said, "Only lady mine and life 
of my life, an you will deign to hearken and approve my 
counsel, methinketh it will 1>e an easy thing for us to fore- 
gather otherwhiles and make merry together ; to which end, 
dear my life, meseemeth you were best make choice of one 
of your damsels, In whom you may trust, and to her open 
your heart, so that by her means I may avail to come 
bylimes into the bouse, in such disguise and after such a 
manner as we shall find to be best " 



PU, hen««niin(; th« haH no woman in Ihe hnuie who wu 
■pi to Ihcir purpDsc, wu kinlh to take Ihii counc ; never- 
thclcu iMKh wiu Ihe love she )>irc AE«slino that, even had 
the seen manifrtl cli>ath therein, iihe crniU\ nol chnoie bat 
conii>lr wiib him. Mormvei, Mbinking hcnelf that At 
ini|;h[ anywiie avail lu fofrj^lher with him onre and agfin 
Uld have moi); of thine duleel days which ihe ha<l. becun (o 
tule anil Wiike lutne |;""'"y nighl alto, >he insivcreil him 
(hat ahe would c'cn conudei whom the thoulil take lo 
conliilanl of their lovei. Thev diviinmimentii ihey minfjicd 
from lime to time with Ihc swcelnl kiwuTs and took, lo boot, 
(bo»e aimirou.* dtli^hu whi>'h arc >o nnli-ntl)' ilesire<l of 
kiven ; anil sn they pMwil that <liiy in ihe ulmiv.i contenl- 
■nmt. TowarU nichlfill fin «)icne<l the rlim-t-door. which 
ipve upim the stair, ami ihi-re licin); none ihrrc al ihal hour, 
lei iHit hit Inwr. whn. in his [<»iti.-r > bnliil. with his VKk on 
hi* shoiihlet and hi< <;a-\ alxut hi* miildle, devended the 
Mair ami allvil he wa* xrn Udnw of cntain of Ihe bouK- 
hiild, mailr hi* way mil. unm-<>|;niml iif any. 

The laily alnle sortowful fur the de|xiitu[c of her lorcr, 
Iwl vi well satislicil wiih him thai hi-rvrmed in thine few 
b[>ur% the had enjoyeil far more plcaiuic linn in all other Ihe 
da)-* i>[ her life, whiM <:hi-j, »n hi* side. muM n..t take hit 
fill iif ihinkinu how j^c.-it wa* Ihc deli^hl be had tasteil wilb 
hi* ila, who in very Inith wa* *iirh,' tnth tiy nnme and by 
nature. The laily, then, havinc maile choirc of one among 
her women who vetneil to her apt lo the pur]>iv, diiciiveml 
lo her the love thai wu l^tweeri llhiii and herv-lf, )>r3yiag 
her luil only lo keep the ihini; hidden, lul to aildrru henelf 
to aid hi-r. *o that her loiei might l>)'timc* avail lii fore- 
Ipttbcr with bcr. The dauuel )inMntiol to do all ihe ukcci 
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and to be very secret, and so by the exercise of their joint 
wits, Pia contrived from time to time to have Ghisi to 
foregather with her, clad now as a beggarman and now as 
a woman, and whiles they gave themselves a rare good time 
together; whereof both parties abode exceeding well content 

But fortune, which seldom suffereth two lovers long to 
enjoy their loves in peace and on a little honey oft streweth 
abundance of wormwood, was faia to trouble these their 
happy loves, for that, they taking overmuch assurance and 
using over-little discretion in their commerce, it chanced one 
day that an old serving-man of the house, who had been bied 
and reared with Messer Nello, saw the waiting-woman put 
Ghisi furtively out of the closet, disguised as a beggar ; 
wherefore, misdoubting him of that which was toward, he lay 
in wait many a time, the better to spy out the truth, and one 
day saw Ghisi come forth the closet in woman's apparel 
and observed the waiting-woman use certain gestures which 
increased his suspicions, more by token that he plainly 
perceived, by his gait and fashions, that the stranger was no 
woman, but a man, though who it was he dix-ined not. 
Accordingly, that same day he discovered all to Nello, who, 
thinking to wreak a cruel vengeance upon the women and 
daring not do aught thereof in Siena, where his wife's kins- 
folk were powerful, set his law-affairs in order and suddenly 
departing the place with his household, betook himself to the 
Maremma, where he was lord and seignior. 

There, after he had by dint of torments extorted the truth 
from the waiting-woman, he let strangle her and said to his 
wife, who wept pitifully, her mind misgiving her of the 
miserable end which awaited her, *'Vile woman that thou 
art, weep not for that which thou hast of thy free will chosen ; 
rather shouldst thou have wept when the thought took thee to 
send me to Cuckoldshaven. Commend thyself to God, an 
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tboQ have any concern for thy toul, for I will have thee die, 
as thou deservest.** Then, leaving her in the hands of 
his Serjeants, he liade them throttle her and accordingly 
the lady, crying her husliand mercy and devoutly craving 
pardon of God for her sins, was straightway strangled 
without pity. This is that Pia whom the most ingenious 
and erudite Dante hath placed in purgatory* and this that 
I haire told you I found aforetime l>riefly set down by my 
great-grandfather in a book, wherein was many anotbtf 
circumstance reconled of the things which befell in tbote 
parts. 



> Ricurdali di me, cbc ton U Pia 9tc,—Pmrg. V. ijj etc. 



"BanHello 

to i^t most tlbisttious labg Sj^e Eatig Camflla 
Scaranqia t Sttibofaunui (Sxttttng. 

I have many a time heard debate whether of the two 
passions sooner skyeth a man, joy or grief, each side having 
their own arguments in approof of that which they avouched, 
as by saying that, in an immoderate passion of joy, the vital 
spirits were exhaled and in a great grief, were straitened and 
suffocated. And though the matter is daily put in question, 
meseemeth the suit is still sub judice and abideth undecided, 
for that, as our sprightly friend Messer Barignano said well 
in a madrigal of his, 

My wish new hope shall borrow, 
For folk die not of sorrow ; 

nevertheless, if joy bytimes have bereaved one of life; there 
lack not withal folk who die of grief, the which might l)e 
approved by numerous examples. But for the present I will 
content myself with showing, by one sole case which 
happened, no great while since, to a lady of your own name 
and blood, that grief snappeth the thread of human life ; and 
which, for that therein not only is it seen to be certain that 
grief slayeth folk, but thereby is apprehended the immense 
love which the wife bore to her husband, I wrote down so 
soon as I had heard it I had gone, this past Carnival-time, 
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into your native country of Asti, where I sqjouraed sundry 
days in the house of Signor Count Giovan Bartolomeo 
Tiizone, your cousin and governor of that city for Maximilian 
Caesar, ' and there, it being debated of the aforesaid question, 
Signor Giovanni Rotario recounted the circumstance of 
which I speak. Wherefore, having, as I said before, written 
it down, I would not have it seen without your illustrious 
name ; for that, speaking as it doth of the Lady Camilla 
Scarampa, meseemed meet that it should be given and 
dedicated to the Lady Camilla Scarampa, and I am the 
fainer to send it to you that the lady your mother and Signor 
Aloi&io Scarampo, your brother, who were present at the 
narration, avouched the said Lady Camilla to have been of 
your blood and that on her account you were given the name 
you bear. The which will be a reason why this my novel 
cannot be other than dear to )*ou and it pleascth me to 
believe that it will be the occasion of procuring me the sight 
of some go(Mily composition of your fashion, meseeming it b 
an age since I had of you or letters or verses, albeit it should 
e'en Iwhove you whiles liethink yourself of me, who am to 
much your servanL But how cometh it that you have never 
made any manner of mention in your writings of so noble 
and piteous a death as that of this your kinswoman, who 
in truth deserveth to be kept alive in the remembrance of 
posterity ? Fare you welL 



' i>. the Emperor Mjuimiliaa. 



THE LADY CAMILLA SCARAMPA, HEARING 
HER HUSBAND'S HEAD TO HAVE BEEN 
STRICKEN OFF, DIETH FORTHRIGHT. 

The question which you, gentlemen, have coarteoasly 
debated amongst yourselves leadeth me to tell yoa, — not 
a story, for I will not give that name to my narrattye, 
— ^bat a brief and piteous case, whereby you will see that 
one dieth not only for excess of joy, bat eke for grieil 
Signor Costantino Aranite, having been expelled from his 
dominions by the Emperor of the Turks and being a very 
near kinsman of the Marquess Guglielmo of Monferrato, with- 
drew to Casale, where, the Marquess being yet a child, he 
governed the marquisate in his name. It befell in those days 
that Signor Scarampo degli Scarampi, a very rich and noble 
frunily of venerable antiquity in that city, who had to wife 
a most fair and lovesome lady of the same house, Camilla 
by name, came to words with a gentleman of Monferrato 
touching the boundaries of their respective seigniories, for 
he had a very fine estate in Monferrato, as well as sundry 
goodly castlewicks in the Langhe. ^ Now in the days when 
Charles VIII., King of France, passed into Italy and went 

* The Langbe (sing. Laaga) U a small proTtncc of Piedmont, 
between Alba and Ceva. 
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to take the kingdom of Naples, thif said Scarampo was 
in pleading at Casale, before the Marquess's council, to 
maintain his seigniorial rights, which he of Monferrato 
sought to usurp upon him, and seeing that that justice 
was not done him to which him^eemed he had a right and 
that his adversary had more favour, he complained thereof 
twice or thrice to the Marchioness and to Signor Costantino, 
t>ut, licing unhearkened, was srirc dcspitcd therefor. He 
was much richer and more puissant than he against whom 
he pleaded, for that, as I have said, he had many gtxxily 
places U)th in the Astesan ' ami elsewhere ; wherefore 
he <lctermined to do himself justice, considering not that 
for the (icf he hail in Monferrato he was the Man)uess% 
subject ami vassal and would lie puni*he<l by the law for 
e%'er>' offence he sliould commit against his authority. Me- 
thinkcth he lookc<l only to the age of the Man)ue!&s, who 
was yet a boy, and considered not that Signor Costantino, 
lieing a newly-matle governor, ^udictl to have hims^elf 
olicyetl and to Iw feared, so he might acquire authority. 
Accordingly, mustering a multitu<le of men from his otlier 
places, he fell in at unawares u|M>n his adversar>'*s castlewick 
an<l made rejmsals thereon, in course wherct»f many thingf 
were plun<iered by his followers an<l sundry folk slain. 

As Mjon as the thing was known at Casale, Signor 
Scaianiito was in the man{ue)^*s name forbidden to proceed 
farther and it was ci>mmantle<l him restore all that luul \tctn 
taken and apjicar in {lervm licfore the marchional counctL 
Scaram|)o, however, contenming his lonl's commandment, 
not only did not restore that which his men had plundered, 
Imt returning anew to Ui% ailversary's place, arms in hand, 
did wor^ than before and concerned not himself to appear. 

I !.#. tb« proviace ol Aatu 
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Signor Costantino, hearing this and himseeming it was all to 
the shame of the lord marquess and the detnment of the 
marchional jurisdiction and that little account was made of 
himself, let make a fresh ordinance, commanding him within 
five days' space to present himself personally at Casale, 
under pain of being deprived of his fief and losing his head. 
Scarampo, suffering himself to be governed by choler and 
despite and scorning this new commandment, went on to 
do far worse than before ; nay, thinking to make good hb 
retreat to his castles beyond the Po, he went and burned 
his enemy's village and put all to sack and ruin. Signor 
Costantino, having in a manner foreseen these excesses, had 
gotten him folk in readiness and coming suddenly upon his 
unruly vassal, laid siege to his castle, ere he might avail to 
depart thence, as he had designed to do. 

The Lady Camilla, his wife, hearing this ill news, made 
every endeavour to throw victual into the castle, but, for the 
strait and diligent guard kept by the enemy, might nowise 
avail to communicate with her husband ; wherefore, knowing 
that he needed nought but bread, she was sore concerned 
and misdoubting her of that which betided, despatched one 
of her men post haste to Louis, Duke of Orleans in France, 
beseeching him to provide with all possible speed for Signor 
Scarampo's safety. The Duke, who held the latter very 
dear, straightway despatched a chamberlain of his with 
letters under his hand to the Marchioness of Monferrato, 
praying her of her favour not to suffer Signor Costantino to 
proceed farther against Signor Scarampo and engaging to 
reduce him to obedience and make him repair all his 
adversary's losses. The marchioness, as soon as she had the 
duke's messenger, despatched him with his letters to Signor 
Costantino, who was then in treaty with Signor Scarampo, 
and the latter, having no more victual in the castle and 
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having eaten his hones and whatsoerer else was there, 
surrendered at discretion. 

The chamlierlain presentctl his lord*s letters Init Signor 
CosLintino, movetl by I know not what demon, had nos<K>ncr 
read them than he let smite off Signor Scarampo'& head in 
his own castle; the which was afterward the cause of his 
own ruin, for that three yearn had n<»t }KLvse<l ere I>ouis I>uke 
of Orleans, was made King of France and took the Duchy 
of Milan ; whercu|)on Signor Costantino was coastrained to 
flee from Monferrato, for tliat the king had sworn to )>ut him 
to death, an he fell into his hands. Hut let us return to the 
I^dy Canulla, who, hearing this cruel news of her husland, 
whom she loved as her very life, fell straightway <m her knees 
and praying (i(Ml to {ordon her her sins, hesought liim to 
vouchsafe her death. Certes, a marvellous thing it was to 
see thi?> fairest lady, in the act of (iraying (itxl, drop dead in 
the presence of her folk ; fi»r that no MKmer had she said, 
'* I»nl (to<l, since my cons<irt is deatl, leave Thou me no 
longer cm life," than her heart was straitene<l u|X)n her on 
such wise that, without another word, she fell to the ground. 
Her sers'ingmen an<l women, deeming her aswoon, came 
round her and studied with various means to recall her vital 
spirits ; but, it presently ap{)earing liy manifest tokens that 
she was dead, she was buried with general lamentation and 
grief of all. 



Vi»|- I. 
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Banoello 

to Signor ^Kario Cqttfcola li'flliicno 0retttng« 

Strange and whiles fearsome are the shifts of fortune, which 
daily we see betide, and we, availing not to find the cause 
which bringeth them to pass, abide full of wonderment thereat 
But, if we believe, as we are bounden to believe, that there 
fidleth no leaf of a tree without the will and permission of Him 
who created all things from nought, we must bethink our- 
selves that the judgments of God are unfathomable abysses 
and study, in so fisur as human frailty permitteth cs, to shun 
dangers and perils, whilst supplicating the Divine compassion 
to keep us therefrom. Let us leave fools to do homage to 
Ft^rlune and praise the satiric poet who said, ** Fortune, we 
men make_a god of thee and set thee in heaven." Now I 
send you a story of a marvellous chance, full of astoniment 
and pitifulness, which befell of late at Naples, according 
to that which the amiable and accomplished )'outh, Messer 
Giovantommaso Peggio, recounted, no great while agone, in 
the house of the Lord Ablx)t di Gonzaga. Be pleased, when 
you have perused it, to read it to our common mistress. 
Madam Isabella da Este, Marchioness of Mantua, and com- 
mend me to her good graces. You will also have the 
kindness to impart it to her most delx>nair damozels, who 
were wont to take such pleasure in reading my trifles, not 
forgetting our most amiable and erudite Messer Gian Giacomo 
Calandro and my merry friend Signor Girolamo Negro, so 
greatly beloved of me. Fare you welL 



ANTONIO PKRILLO AhTKR MANY TRAVAILS 
KSI'OL'SKTU Ills MISTRKSS AND IS WITH 
IIKR SMITTKN DKAU KY LIGHTNING ON 
THEIR WKDDING NIGHT. 

There was at Naples, no great while a^ne, one Antonio 
IVrilli), a yount; man*of very honouraUe family, who, being 
left rich by hi» fat her *« death, f;ave hinuelf immoderately 
unti> gaming and in a little while aa{uired the reputation of 
a coxcncr. Allvit the dice were his chief study, he neverthc* 
le»s liccame enamourctl of Carmimna, the daughter of l*ietro 
Minio, a %'cry rich merchant, ami wrought on such wisic that 
tlie fair ilamsel Ixcame aware of his (KLuiion. She, seeing 
him ver)' comely and still arrayed in rich and elegant apparel* 
freely o|>enetl her innocent lireast to the amttrous Hamety 
and Antimio s^ieeilily iwrceived that his love was returned. 
Nv%'erthelevk, he was so given to gaming that on no account 
might he avail to wean himself therefrom ; wherefore the 
hee«llcs6 youth in a little time si^uandered well-nigh his whole 
|«trim<my. Withal he forbore not to essay an he might have 
Carmiisina to wife; Init her father, knowing the ill life he 
lal, gave him to unilerstaml that, he lieing a gamUer and 
having dicol away the hmM {art of his gotxl, he would on no 
wLm: gi%'e him his <bughter. Anttmiii, scemg himself refused 
on accmint of hU lo%-e for play an«l of hi<ft {werty, aUidc tore 
cltogrinetl, more by token that, extreme as was his poverty, 
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he had never till then perceived to what sore straits he had 
bfx>ught himself by his disorderly appetites ; but this repulse 
opened his eyes and made him see that he had been deservedly 
rejected ; wherefore he became beyond measure woeful and 
inwardly cursing his ill luck, like a man beside himself, 
dared not present himself in public. 

At last, having bethought himself anew, he altogether for- 
swore play and with the aid of sundry kinsfolk, got together 
a good sum of money, being resolved from gambler to turn 
merchant and betake himself to Alexandria of Egypt, there 
to traffic and labour to such purpose that he should return 
home rich. Accordingly, departing Naples, he took ship for 
Egypt, but the vessel on board which he had embarked had 
scarce fared fifty miles on the high seas when there arose of 
a sudden divers contrary winds, which, being each beyond 
measure tempestuous, so strained and buffeted the ship that 
the mariners more than once gave themselves up for losL 
Algatcs, like men of mettle as they were, they used every art 
and endeavour in so extreme a peril ; but, being assailed by 
a very high sea, they were at last overmastered by the tempest 
and constrained to let the ship scud whereas the wind drove 
it They abode three days in this case, when, as they drew 
near unto Barlwry, the sea began, towards nightfall, to sub- 
side; but, darkness coming on, what while they took heart 
again and thought to have outweathered the fury of the storm, 
they were fiercely attacked by the galleys of a certain Moorish 
corsair and lieing all half-dead for long travail, were taken 
without resistance and carried prisoners to Tunis. 

The news of the loss of the ship and the captix-ity of all 
aboard soon reached Naples, and Carmosina, who alxxle 
beyond measure woeful for the departure of her lover, hearing 
that he had fallen into the hands of the Moors, long and 
bitterly bewailed this calamity and was like to die of grief. 



i8i 

Now Pietro Minio, Cannosinm's father, wis used every year ' 
to make a voyage into Barliary and on his return, to ransom 
ten or twelve Christian {msoncrs, from whom, an they had 
the means, he in due time recovered the mcmey advanced ; 
but, if they were poor folk, he for the love of God freely 
let them (^, without any payment, whither they would. 
Antonio Terillo had Ijeen a slave more than a year when 
Minio Inde his factors in Tunis redeem half a score prisoners, 
according to wont, the which was don' , ami among those 
thus ransomed was Antonio, l>ut he wai grown so Ijearded 
that Minio knew him not, nor di<i he choose to make 
himself known. They were all carried to Naples, where 
Carmosina straightway knew her lover and gave him to 
know by signs tliat she had rccognitctl him ; whereat he 
aUxle exceeding well pleasetl. She after, by means of a 
woman of the household, c«»ntrivet! to .speak with him and 
said to him, after many wnnU, ** Since my father hath 
refused thee to son-in-law, for that thou art {UMir, I will 
furnish thee with monies, wherewith to betake thee anew to 
traflicking and enrich thywrlf, so thou mayst live h<mouraUy 
and at the same time take mc to wife, for that I will never 
have other huslond than thyself.** Antonio thankeii the 
damsel and promised her all she asketl ; whereuinm she, 
finding means to n>b her nu»ther of jewels an<l her father of 
a g<MMl sum of money, gave the whole to her lover, who, 
paying the factors the amount of his ransom, took ship a 
sccimtl time and set sail for Alexandria. 

In this second voyage fortune was favourable to him and 
be applied himself with such diligence to traffic an<! to gain 
that the report reached Naples how he was altogether 
change* 1 and pros|>ered exccetling well in his affairm. 
Acciirdtngiy, after awhile, his venture having so well 
succeeded tu \us hand that be was grown richer than 
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before, he set himself to buy bock the estates be had 
sold, still sending monies to the house of an uncle of his, 
who did his occasions ; then, returning to Naples, he 
sf>eedily acquired the name of a man of wealth and con- 
sideration, the which afforded his Carmosina great satis- 
faction ; wherefore, himseeming he should no longer be 
rejected, he caused anew require Minio of his daughter's 
hand. Minio, seeing Antonio to have become, for the 
love of Carmosina, another man from that which he had 
erst been, consented to the match and Antonio accordingly, 
espousing his hardly-earned Carmosina, applied himself to 
the ordinance of that which was needfuL The nuptials 
were celebrated with the utmost magnificence and the two 
lovers accounted themselves the happiest creatures in the 
world. ThA, as they discoursed together, Antonio re- 
counted to his fair bride the grief he had suffered, whenas 
he was rejected for poverty, his resolution to change his 
manner of life and the miserable servitude he had endured 
in Barbary, whilst she for pity kissed him oftentimes, 
weeping tenderly the while. 

The marriage was after blessed by the priest and Antonio 
carried his beloved bride to his own house, where he 
made a sumptuous banquet to their kinsfolk and friends, 
both he and she with infinite desire expecting the coming 
of the night, whenas they hoped in some measure to 
assuage the fire of their most fervent love. But fortune, 
repenting her of having, after so many perils and such great 
fiitigues, comforted these two lovers, changed these blithe 
and joyful nuptials into bitterest lamentation. It was in the 
beginning of the month of June, when, supper ended, the 
newly-married pair were put to bed about two of the night,* 

' >>. lo p.m. 



•ml ne«dt must we Iieliere ihit tbey Inulcrly emLracctl 
etch other ami loei-ihei amorokuljr litok the lone-detiicil 
dclighl : lull ihcy had mil been in hour abcil when Iheie 
Wine a turliuleni z»l Icmpnluous wiiul, nhich brought 
on a frightful norm of thumler and ti(;lilning, together with 
an ncceiling heavy ami viulcnl rain, anil ai il went (till 
ifaumlering anil lightening, the l«tu loven were overtaken 
in Iheii l«<l uf the tiety amiwi irf the Icrin ami wrickcn 
on tuch wise thai they were both fuund deail, nakeil and 
Mnuily emUarCTi j whercfure there annc an eicccding 
great lamentatinn in the house ami la>teil alt the night. 
Kcal morning, the Jrcailful event having {^Icn wiml. to 
tlie general diriiiw uf all Naplci, the two ill- fort uncil Invert 
w«rc tevoently laid in unc tame ii-)iulchre, u|ain which 
were graven the fullowing vcdm, tof^-lhcr with many ulbcr 
C|iila)ihi, luth Latin ami Italian ; 
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And vlwB mt iul nj bopv bryma la Ao^pt, 
ITpmitid la Ike maiat of lu prisa i 



iBanOello 

to tfie most Uatncli 9Ulio ^to ffoniQio' of Home. 

Since you departed Milan, whereas you were lodged in the 
house of the very worshipful Signor Giacomo Antiquario, I 
have given you no account of the matter which you left in 
my charge, and therein I have been governed by the advice 
of the said Signor Antiquario, of whom you know how 
much he loveth you and how ardently he desireth your 
honour and profit Now by those means and fiivours * whereof 
we erst spoke together, I have so ordered your affair that the 
issue will be such as you desire. May God on like wise grant 
you to obtain that for which you are in treaty in other 
quarters, so we may in our day see an academy, which shall 
take measures for the maintenance in as great perfection as 
may be of good letters, Greek and Latin, in Italy, where 
they presently flourish. The which will render your name 
eternal, seeing that you first lent, ay, and still do lend, 
marvellous help to the studious in the matter of the printing 
of books in the one and the other tongue, and that not only 
by the beauty and clearness of your characters and the 
correctness of your impressions, but also by your daily 
diligence in publishing all the good authors that may be 
had. And in this you spare neither monies nor pains, a 

1 The renowned printer, commonly known by bis Latinized nauae 
of Aldus. 
* Fawn, i.e. influences, protections. 



Ihinc that in truth thowelh the gmlnns an) eicvllence 
(iffoiir mini). A^in, whil shall 1 lay of the vulgu ti>nguc, 
lliL- «hich va> in a manner Iniriiil sml the lionks IherenT to 
lit ciirrciztiil thai, if I>.inlc, I'clratL-h and lluccacciu hail ic«n 
thi'ii wrilings, as ihi-y were im|>rinle(1, Ihey wuulil nul haTe 
Imiinn ihem, unlil yi'U r«liiroi ihcm to iheir nalive purity, 
llul if, AS u hi>|ie<l. the inMilulion iiT the nraileniy ensue, (be 
Latin anil (ircek timi^un anil the vemaculai will ret.-ain their 
puiily ami the lilwral aili Iv restored to their pri>tine luAiie. 
Now. kn'twin^ thai il will )ileaMi[e yiw to hear how my 
■uivi'ts go w.ikini;. you haviti); crkt leail and commended 
sunilry of ihem, anil tiiliorti.il mi: In rolleet as many thereof 
at mi^hl Iv, I must tell you that I have alrrady wrillcn 
many, wheioif I icmi you one rclalol no gieat while BipHM 
liy the mai;iiilk'enl Mcuer Lorenio (.iiilti. he being here in 
tlic houw uf -SitfnotB l|>p(>lila Sforu e lk-niiv»i;1ia, wbo 
was ixex'ntly in childlieil. Thit, then, il is my wish, shall 
ililt lie yours am) Iw lewl uihIci your luune. to I may in 
lome measure make a liet^nning wilh the [laymcnl of ibe 
many oljijjatiijni which I owe yiiu j for with whal can I 
avail lu reijuile you, save with Ihose juor and mean creatutct 
wliich aie tutn of my oil ? It remainrtb lo me lo icniiitd 
you ihal you will lie [ileaieil lo avail youisclf of nie, in all 
thai 14 piuible unto me, as of your creature. asMiiini; yoa 
thai, wheiui I have brou|;ht theM my nnreli lo an ettd, 
[ will tend them to you alone, that you may make ihen 
worthy of the iNiUic, and thai u well tu ilo lhal whereof 
yiiu have iei|uire>l me ai liccause 1 know, In Umt. lhal they 
will of you lie i^vcn forth, if not ai Ihey ilnerve (m that 
CiHullincs^, al the least as it lichuvelh unto the ninte uf 
ihc most aftatile and etudile Alitu. Koie you well and 
lie mindful of me. 



Cj^c JFourtimt^ Stors- 

TWO GENTLEMEN OF VENICE ARE HONOUR- 
ABLY CX)ZENED BY THEIR WIVES. 

In Venke, my native place, a very rich city and abounding, 
as any other of Italy, in fair and agreeable ladies, there were, 
in the days when Francesco Foscari, a very wise prince, 
ruled the principality,* two young gentlemen, wbereol' one 
was called Girolamo Bembo and the other Anselmo 
Barbadico. Between these two, as often happeneth, there 
was a mortal enmity and so fierce and rancorous a hatred 
that they still studied with secret snares and practice to do 
each other shame and injury by every means in their power ; 
and to such a height had their feuds and their dissensions 
grown that it seemed well-nigh impossible to bring them to 
make peace with each other. Now it befell that they both 
at one same time took wife, and as chance would have it, 
they married two most noble and very fair and lovesome 
damsels, who, haWng been reared and fostered under one 
same nurse, loved each other as sisterly as if they had been 
bom of one mother. Anselmo 's wife, who was called Isotta, 
was the daughter of Messer Marco Gradenigo, a man held in 
very great esteem in our city and numbered amongst the 
procurators of St. Mark, who were not then so numerous as 
they are nowadays, for that only the wisest men and those 
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nlet'infl miyit excellent were electci) unto wi nolile md 
weighty ■ tli|;iiily an<l nunc wax apjiiinled 1i)' rcowin of 
•mtiilMiii or for nionios. Luiia, Ihc tilbir ilamM.-!, who had 
taken tit huilianil (limlanici Hemlm, the iithei iif the two 
yKtng men, wu the iLiughter of Mcuei Cian Krancoco 
\'aleri», i man of kni|;hll)' rank and well-vcried in jmSlt 
leltcrx, who hail S""' iliven cmlcuucs (or bit native atalv 
■ml wiiA |>te«ently retuined from Kume, where he had, to 
the eu^nilinc tatiifartkm nf all the city, fillol the office of 
■mtouailiir ' at the ciiuit "f the Sui>reme I'unlilif. 

The young; ladies rcimini;, after tbry iieie married, lo 
hn»w (be enmity that rcit^icil liclween their huklands. alnde 
tun: thaeritinl Bnl allliclcil, thcmmininc iiii|iov>ililc lo 
Tcnmincr that amicatje ciimmeice to which ihry ha<l been 
tned fritm their tcnili-mt yean- Ncvcithclein, Ivinf; both 
disried an.1 ]inii|ent, they re«"lv«l, nut lu give .icciiion to 
Iheit husliamU to vntd at home, to h'ave their worUed 
|itivary and l<ivini; familiarity and ixil to foregather, tave at 
fitting lime* ami )>1aceii; and in thia fortune wan favourable 
enough until thitn, Un that thdr nunwait not oaljr 
neighlmureit. 1>ut ailj<>iiieil one the other ami each had a 
little garden in the fear, whioh gatilcni were divHleil only hf 
<nie slight bntge, «> they might ice each other ilaily and 
oflenlinic* fimvcnc. Mureiwtr, the penple of the two 
houiehi'liU were ■nmt, «ii Init they were uniren "f thvil 
maMrrs, to uw very familiarly together, the wbirh waa 
eacceiling agieealile to the two fricniU, for that, whcSM 
Uieif huiliaiuls weie alvnad, tbey might at their leiuire enjoy 
each other*)' rom)iany, l>y mcani of the gudrn : and lUi 
Ihcy dill very i-ftcn. 
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Now, the thing standing on this wise, there passed some 
three years without either of the two ladies conceiving with 
child, and meanwhile, Anselmo, oftentimes beholding the 
lovesome charms of Madam Lima, became so sore enamoured 
of her that himseemed he might not £ue well what day he 
fed not his eyes awhile upon her sight. Luna, who was 
quick and subtle-witted, was not slow to observe the amorous 
glances which he cast at her ; wherefore, feigning neither to 
love him nor, on the other hand, to disregard him altogether, 
she kept him thus in suspense between tro two, so she might 
the better espy to what end this his pursuit should tend; 
algates, she seemed to see him with pleasure rather than 
otherwise. On the other hand the goodly manners, the 
discreet fashions and the delightsome beauty of Madam Isotta 
pleased Mcsser Girolamo as much as ever lady pleased lover; 
wherefore, he knowing not to live without her sweet sight, it 
was an easy matter for Isotta, who was exceeding shrewd and 
well-advised, to perceive this new love. Being very virtuous 
and discreet and loving her husband with all her heart, she 
gave Girolamo neither more nor less countenance than she 
was wont to do unto whatsoever townsman or stranger saw 
her and was unknown of her. But he waxed hourly more 
inflamed and losing all control over himself, as one whose 
heart was transfixed of Love s shaft, could turn his mind to 
nought but her. 

The two ladies were wont to go to mass every day and 
well-nigh always to the Church of San Fantino, for that those 
who rise late may there hear mass said up to midday. They 
sat somewhat removed one from other and the two lovers 
were still to be found pacing the aisles, one on this side and 
the other on that, so that both acquired the name of jealous, 
all seeing them fare thus after their wives; but, on the 
contrary, they sought to send each other into Cornwall with- 



1«9 

oul thip.' Now il hcfcll ihal the two ladies, each u jet 
knowiii|< nought of her rricnrt cue, deltTininnl l>i adviie 
ench iilhiT iif Ihcw enaimmnnents, lesl ihetc ihiiuUl, in time 
lo rixne. Iietiilc au^ht Ihal might anywiM Icnl tu mat Ibe 
giHulwill Ihcy NiTC one anolber. Acconlin|;ly. one day, 
whcnas neither of the huslomli wu at biiine, Ihcy repaired, 
acairiling lii ihi-ir wont, lo converse wilh each other over tbe 
l^nlcn-heil^c, and no s<>-incr were they come thither than 
Ihey lii>th at once fell aJaughinc anil after the accuklomed 
loi'ini; lalulaliiins. Madam Ltuia liesan on thii wite, " Itolta, 
deare>l •iMci mine, thou knowekt not ycl that I have tu lell 
thee of thy husland the liiiol piece of ncwi. WB» ever hi'ard." 
"And I." rejoin.-.! M.id.im Urtla. " 1 ran e'en lell thee of 
thine a »t<iry ahirh will make Ihcc no litlle marvel and liclike 
fall, lo Uxii, inli> a nii|>tity i;reat chulet." And each Mytii£ 
toother, "Whal iiitf Whatiiil?" Inth in the end laid 
that whirh their hmlotuK went M-ekin|;; ulicn-at, all vil they 
were full of iles|>ite aeain>t the latter, they laucheil amam. 
Then, ihemieeiuini; they were ajH and luflicienl {a» in effect 
they were) In May their hutliandt' ap}ieliln, ihey tel\ lo 
MaminK these laiici and to uyinfi that tbcy well <leierTcd 
In lie unt tu Cofnein, v inleeil ihcy would have lieen, wen 
Ihey a* diihtincM women ai Ibcmwlvei nerc lilllc <li>Ct«el 
and virtufliu ; and anon, afler much dixounc of the mallcf. 
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they came to the condosion that they were best await with 
one accord that which their husbands should proceed to seek 
farther ; wherefore, having taken order of that which them- 
seemed most expedient and appointed with each other to 
advise together every day of all that should betide, they 
departed the gardens and applied themselves for the nonce 
to ensnare their lovers as most they might with blithe and 
dulcet looks and give them hopes of compliance with their 
wishes. Accordingly, whenas they chanced to see them 
at San Fantino or elsewhere about Venice, they showed 
them a smiling favour and feigned themselves all blithe 
and bold. 

The two lovers, seeing the gracious countenance shown 
them by their mistresses, bethou^t themselves that, there 
being no means of speaking with these latter, needs must they 
make use of letters, and having found certain bfokeiesses, 
with whom our city still useth to abound, each wrote his 
lady-love an amorous epistle, to the effect that he ardently 
desired to have privy speech of her ; and in a few days, there 
being no great difference of time between the twain, they 
despatched them. The roguish ladies, on receipt of the 
billets, at the first feigned themselves somewhat froward to 
the procuresses, according as they had agreed together, but 
ultimately gave them an answer which was rather hopeful 
than otherwise. Now they had shown each other the letters, 
even as they had received them, and had laughed together 
amain thereover. Then, themseeming their de\nce should 
stand them in exceeding good stead, each kept her husband's 
letter for herself and they agreed together that, without 
doing each other any hurt, they would play their husbands 
a fine trick, on such wise as you shall presently hear ; to wit, 
that each, after suffering herself to be sufficiently importuned, 
should send to her lover, declaring herself ready to comply 
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with his wKiheii, proviiUnf' the Ihing mighl lie kept mctM 
nuT iicr lie known anil if he hail ciiiiraev lu cumc lu her kl 
home at such limn a* her huslnml wxs nUoail, meaning 
itill I'y ni|;hl. (»r ihal liy <lay it mi^hl ntkl Ik <lunc, wilhuut 
Ihi'ir licing lecn. Moivuvct, Ihv two ututc and ijuick- 
willed lailiei took order lnf;elher, with the aid of thcil 
wrvinc-wiimcn, whom Ihey had matle |>rivy to ihcii |ilot, 
Ihal each should enter the olhcr'k hou», liy wa; of th« 
Canlen and Ihi-re, thullinE hcrnclf in ■ chiunl>cr wilhout 
lit;hl, await hci own huilanil nut anywikc luflci hcrvlf to 
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This ordinance taken and «lal>1i^he<l, Madam I.iuU 
apiKiinleil her Icivci lo enter the houiA at lour of the eniuinf 
ni|;hi,' liy the cnmnd-lliHir d.ior, which he would fimi open 
and where Ihe terrant would Ik ready id guide him In her 
chanilwr, inasmui-li ax Meswr tiirolanm w» ihal cvcnini; lo 
lake shi|> anil gti liy ni|;hl to I'ailua, which tkhmild he tail lo 
do, <thc would advrniw him Ihcreof. Madam Ivilta, on 
hct kide, kcnl lu say the hke lo Me>M.i (iin>lam<i, aKi^^ing 
him f^ir five of the ni|;hl, for that Meucr Ansclmo wa* to 
tu|> ami kleep with certain of hi> fricmlt at Muiami. The 
two kneri accounleil lhcn)«ctve« the luckiot men thai 
were aye, ihemveminy that, in planlin|^ ai each thought to 
■lo, the hiirnt im the enemy\ beaver, Ihey diil a> gntt 
a feat of nrmi as if Ihey had taken Jeniulem from tha 
Siraceni or ouate'l Ihe Ijram) Turk from the em|ieTy of 
Comianiinople ; wherefore they could icaice contain ibcni- 
■elves for cxcni of glailncM anil iboui;ht each hiiur a day 
till the ni|thl should come. The cTening, to much desired 
of all four, conic at ihc last, Ihe eiuUtn|; huklomli |^ve (or 
al the leail lhi>u(;hl lo have given) their wives to Iclicv* 
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that needs must they lie that night abroad on account of 
certain matters of importance. 

The crafty ladies, who saw the ship a-sail on the right 
tack, feigned to credit all and the young moi, taking each 
his barge (or as we style it, gondola) and supping at certain 
taverns, went a-pleasuring about the canals of the city, 
xigainst the coming of the appointed hour. Meanwhile 
the two foster-sisters foregathered in the garden towards 
the third hour of the night, and after they had talked and 
laughed a while together, each entered the other's house 
and was carried by her friend's serving- woman to her mis- 
tress's chamber, where, lights being kindled, she diligently 
applied herself to observe how the room was situate and 
that which was therein and very minutely committed to 
memory everything of note which she could espy there; 
after which, putting out the light, she awaited the coming 
of her husband, trembling the while. On like wise, at four 
of the night. Madam Luzia's waiting-woman posted herself 
at the door, to await the arrival of Messer Anselmo, who, 
no great while after, came thither and being blithely 
admitted by the maid, was carried by her to the chamber 
and guided to the bed. All w^as dark as a wolfs throat, 
wherefore there was no danger that he should know his 
wife, more by token that the two ladies were alike in 
stature and s))eech, so that in that darkness they might 
uneath have been distinguished one from other. 

Anselmo accordingly put off his clothes and being lovingly 
received by the laily, took his own wife in his arms, thinking 
to embrace Girolnmo's wife, and kissed her a thousand 
times and more and was as often kissed of her in return. 
Then, addressing themselves to amorous disix>rt, they 
playetl sumlry lx)uts at wrestling and still, to Anselmo's 
extreme pleasure, it fell to the lady's lot to lose. Girolamo 
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OQ like wise made hit appearance at five of the night and 
being lirought \yy the serving-maid to the chamlier, lay with 
hi:( own wife, more to his own satisfaction than that of the 
lady. Ni)w the two young men, thinking to hold their 
miktrcNses in their arms and intent u|X)n showing themselves 
fresh and lusty cavaliers, wrought much more prowcM 
of their ))erM>ns than they were used and eml)raced their 
wives with such ardour and amorous vigour that these latter, 
as it pleased our Lord God an<l as the delivery in due 
season made manifest, alwdc with child of two goodly boys ; 
whereat both ladies, having never yet borne children, abode 
overjiiyed. 

This commerce endured a good while, on such wise that 
few weeks |)assc<l Init the two couples foregathered, nor 
withal did the huslands anywise perceive that they were 
du))ed ; nay, they ha<l not the least suspicion thereof and they 
might the lexs avail to have any that there was never light 
lirought into the chaml)cr and the ladies still excused them- 
selves fr«)m giving them tr)*st by day. Hy this time each of 
the latter was grown great of the liclly, whereat the two 
hustiands were mar>'cllously rejoiced, each lieing firmly per- 
Ruadetl that he had set the Corneto crest * on the other's head; 
but each had e'en tilletl his own glelie and not that of an<»ther 
and the water hatl run its due course for the watering of its 
own demesne. The fair and faithful fnen<ls, seeing them- 
selves thus waxen Ug in this amorous countenlance, liegan to 
take counsel together on what wiwr they might avail to with- 
dr.iw fnmi that empri.ve, fearing lest S4>me scandal ensue 
thereof, which might W the occasiim of adding to the enmity 
which pre%-ailol lietween their huslomls; aixl whtUt they 
were in this mind, there liefell somewhat which, without 

> ta. Um boras. 
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their advisement, opened to them the way of ending the 
business, but not on such wise as they desired. 

There abode on the canal, not far from their houses, a very 
fair and charming young lady, who had not yet accomplished 
her twentieth year and who had a little before been left a 
widow by the death of Messer Niccolo Delfino, her husband. 
She was the daughter of Messer Giovanni Moro and was 
called Gismonda ; and over and above the dowry had of her 
father, which was more than ten thousand sequins, she found 
herself possessed of a good sum of money, jewels, silver plate 
and other gear given her of her husband by way of super* 
dower. Of her Aloisio Foscari, the Doge's nephew, was 
ardently enamoured and did his every endeavour to have her 
to wife ; wherefore he courted her all day long, pressing his 
suit with all diligence and daily soliciting her with letters and 
messages, and did and said to such purpose that she consented 
to give him audience one night at a window which gave upoo 
a little street or alley. Aloisio, beyond measure rejoiced at 
this much-desired news, betook himself all alone to the lady's 
house, between Hve and six of the night, carrying with him a 
rope-ladder, for that the window was very high. Coming 
to the trysting-place, he made the signal which had been 
appointed him and waited for his mistress to throw him down 
a twine, according as it had been agreed, for the drawing up 
of the ladder ; the which was quickly done, and he, making 
the ladder well fast to the twine, not long after saw it drawn 
up. Gismonda, ha\'ing the end of the ladder in hand, bound 
it firmly to I know not what and signalled her lover to 
mount ; whereupon Aloisio, emlx)ldened by love, briskly 
climbed up and l)eing come well-nigh to the window, of his 
over-haste to enter and embrace the lady, who was at the 
casement, or whatlh^ver else might have been the cause 
thereof, fell backward and strove twice or thrice, but in vain. 
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to gri)i thu ladilei; however, thii much il iTailcd him that be 
fell am with hit full weight u|>on the paTement of the quay ; 
etie had he iluulitlei* been killeil on (he tpul ; nevertheleM, 
nich itmI m> ton wu the thcick thai he Imike well-nigh all hn 
Umei anil maile a deep woand in his bead The hapleM 
Idvci wcing himM-lf so miseralily fallen, albcll he accounted 
himvlf a clead man, ye( ihe true and fervent love which 
he lore ihe ]ri>un|; wiilDw wat mightier in him Ihan WM 
Ihv ckccvdini; deiliiur <)( that nwitl ijrieviius fall and (he weak- 
ne» (if his luly, all liruitcd ami Iwnkcn and well-nigh 
cii|i]>li.tL At'ciinlingly, raising himself ai best he might and 
holding his hcail fast wilh his hands, so (be liluoil might not 
dM|> (hereftixn ami give »ccasi(in fur any im)«achment of hit 
miilteu's huiiiiur, he diat^il himself al'ing the quay lowanb 
(he hiiusi-s i>f Anselmn and (iinilamii afuresaiil. Having 
maile his way thiihei wilh greal ililficulty ami lieing ovcrciiote 
wilh cniel anguLih, be cihiIiI faic no farther and swunmng, let 
himself sink t<> ihe earth, a.-> he were deail, on such wise (hat, 
as he lay wi(h (be t>liiiiil streaniinn (torn the wiiund in hi> 
hcail. whoso taw him had nut knuwn him fur uthcr than 
a dt'ail man. 

NUIam i;ism<mda, woeful Isyond meawire for thi* 
gtievout inislu|> ni»l dire afraiit Ics( her unha)<|iy lovei 
■hi-ulil have liniken his neck, was lomewhat rea>«uii.il, when 
she saw him t^-ne, awl drew up (he ladder inlu (be chamlcr. 
As for Ihe illslarrfl Aloisio, be hail scarce fallen down 
avw.mn, when up caiiie one of the officers of ibe watch wilh 
his Serjeants. timlin); the young man lying u|>in the 
giounit atvl knowing him tm Aloisio (''iiscaii, he cautnl lake 
him up anil Ivlicving him to Iv ileail, commamleil ihal be 
should Iw carrivl to a church banl liy, Ihe which was dime. 
Now, cunsidctinc ihc place where be had bxind him, be 
urufiSly Hn|ioctcil that eilhci Uinibmo BeiaLu or AnKlaau 
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Barbadico, before whose houses himseeined the homicide 
had been committed, had slain him, more by token that he 
had heard I know not what scuffling of feet at one of their 
doors. Accordingly, he divided his troop into two parts, one 
of which he despatched in one direction and the other in 
another, and studied, as best he might, to surround the two 
houses. Now, as chance would have it, he found both the 
doors left open, through the carelessness of the serving- 
women, the two lovers having that same night entered each 
the other's house, to lie with their mistresses ; wherefore, 
hearing the trampling and noise made by the officers about 
the house, the ladief incontinent sprang out of bed and 
taking up their clothes, made off by the garden-way, each to 
her own house, without being seen, and there tremblingly 
awaited the issue of the affidr. 

Girolamo and Anselmo, unknowing what the noise might 
be, were taken at unawares by the officers of the watch, 
what while they made haste to clothe themselves in the dark, 
on such wise that Girolamo fell into the hands of the police 
in Anselmo's chamber and Anselmo in that of Girolamo ; 
whereat the captain and Serjeants no little marvelled, all 
knowing the enmity which reigned between them. But, 
many torches being kindled and the two gentlemen brought 
forth of the house, far greater was the astonishment of 
these latter when they knew themselves to have been taken, 
well-nigh naked, each in the other's house ; and how much 
despite was added thereunto each may tacitly conceive and 
credit for himself; but alx)ve all, they abode beyond all 
belief enraged against their innocent Hives and eyed each 
other askance. With this they were carried off to prison, 
where they first bethought them to enquire the cause of their 
arrest and presently understanding that they were imprisoned 
as murderers of Aloisio Foscari and robbers of each other. 



they were tore ctuerineil, fot ill they w«re netlher asunint 
nor thieves, leeing ihal all Venice would leun that they, 
whose monal enmity wii vviy monifciit. were liccnmc fctlowi 
in that whereof fulluwshi]) thouUI nuwiic lie ; anri albeit 
they coulil nul bnuk to ipeak loeelhcr, ax those who haled 
one another tu the death, nathelea, thvy tiotb had thcK 
mindi filed u|iun one ume thought. At last licing (illl 
of the lattetnl rancour ag^ntt their wivci and the place 
bcins dark, wheieu no lieht of the sun might enter, the 
which relieved ihcm of great }an of their ihamcfastnru, they 
came. I know not how, lo cliscnune toeelher and pledging 
thcmieivcs with the m<iH awful oalhi (o diiciiver to one 
•nothri the truth how they came to i« taken each in hk 
ncighluui't chanil«r, each frankly avoweil the courw he had 
hultk-n 111 get pomibion of ihu oiher'j wife ami minutely 
recounted all that had pMwiL Acconlini;!)', arr-iunling 
Ihcii wivo fur two of (he foulcti ttrumjicl* in all Venice and 
liiq^tting, in their d«[i(tc ai;ainii( lliem, tlirir own nld and 
cruel enmity, ihvymailc peace with each other and liccame 
frieniU, and Ihenneeniinf; they might never nnire limuk the 
•il^t (if men not go l-aiefaccd alwut Venice, they aliide la 
luch chagrin an) affliclii>n that death hail liecn far wclcomct 
lu them than life. Then, teeing no rcsouicc to which Ihey 
could turn fur cumfort »r '•u|<|<urt in their irilxilalion nor any 
rcnieily within ihcii |»wrr and Wing lunken in the ulmoat 
d«|iair, they c<inceive<l a icheine wherel>y thcmsei'meil they 
had hiund the way tu rid (hcmiclve* at one tlmki^ nf iroubte 
and shainc and life ; In *rit, they agreed, with a certain fable 
of their &ihion, lo feign thcnxclves the aulhiin of Alubia 
K'xcaii'i death ami baring, after varitHU ilisoiurae, Matiliihed 
thetuclvci in thii thcii bll and cmel purpiiw and boorly 
•pproring it bickc ami more, they wailed but to be ci 
bf ibe miniMen of JoMioe. 
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Meanwhile, Foscaro^ had, as we have said, been deposited 
for dead in a church and straitly commended to the chaplain 
thereof, who, letting lay him amiddleward the church, 
kindled two tapers, one on his either side ; then, all the 
company having departed, master priest also determined 
to betake himself for less unease to his bed, which should 
yet be warm, and sleep out the rest of the night ; but 
himseeming the tapers, which were not entire and very 
short, might not bum more than two or three hours, he 
took two whole ones and set them in the place of those 
which were well-nigh consumed, so that, should any 
kinsman of the dead man or other come thither, it mi^t 
appear that he had had good care of him. Then as he 
was about to depart, he saw the corpse move somewhat 
and himseemed also, looking it in the fiice, that the eyes 
had opened a little ; whereat he was no little amazed 
and was like to cry out and take to his heels. However, 
he took heart of grace and going up to the supposed dead 
man, laid his hand on his breast and feeling the heart beat, 
was certified that he was not dead, albeit, for the great 
quantity of blood he had lost, he judged but little life 
could harbour in him, and that exceeding feeble. Accord- 
ingly, calling a comrade of his, who was already gone to 
bed, he with his aid and that of a clerk, carried Foscaro 



1 Singular of Foscari. The plural of a surname is, in strictness, 
always used by the Italians in speaking of a man by his full name, 
^> being understood between the Christian and surname, as Aioisio 
{dei) Fascart\ Aloisio of the Foscaros or Foscaro fomily; whilst, 
when he is denominated by the surname alone, it is used in the 
singular, iV (the) being understood; r^. (II) Bandello, (11) Foscaro, 
t'je. the particular Bandello or Foscaro in question for the nonce. 
This rule, howerer, is constantly violated by our author and his 
contemporaries. 



u toAIieit he mighl lo hi* own loil|f!n|;, which ailidacd 
Ibc church, and fetching a lurgeon who dwell ihereiugh, 
willed him ililigenlly euminc (he wound io the hcu). Tbe 
•urgeon, having tkilfully and caiefuUjr exunine<l ihe woood 
and purged it a* hoi he mighl of Ihe alrcaly comipt btood, 
knew it (u tie not mona] and applied oili and other preckwt 
tinguenli Ihereto, on wch wiie thai Aloisio well-OIgh 
■lluf^ther rccovercil his tenses ; nwreover, he anointed all 
fail liruiicd boily with a ccitain very coirdbrlahle oinWcnt 
and left him to rcpiMC. 

The priest slept at his ease till the Tnomiw, when he betook 
himself, with the g'xxl news of Kuacaro's life, to the capuin 
1^ whom he had licen (iven into his char^, but found him 
gone to the palace of Sl Mark to ipealc with the do^et 
whither he alv> repaired and being admiiied into the docml 
chanilvr, rejoiccil the prince with assurance of his nephew^ 
life, with the news of whose death the cap<ain hail lut Ih^ 
aore taddeneil him. The doge commanded that one of tlM 
t)i|;h t- marshals ' should in due season lietake himself, luBCther 
with two reiM)¥mcil surgeoiu ami him who bad already tended 
bis ne|>hew, whereas the sick man Uy, as well thai be might 
Ihriiughly infiimi himself of the case as that the thnc 
physiciaiu tni^ht ice and pruriilc all thai lichinFeil uDlOtba 
lick man'i wclltieini;. Accordingly, whenas it seemed to 
bim lime, the magitttatc and the physicians set out and 
fi:tching him who had first tended the woattded man, ondcr- 
Moixl from bim that the wound, though dangerous, waa fcl 
nut mortaJ and lietaking them to the peieit 'i kidging, cnlefed 
the cbamlm where the young man lay. There hnding him 
awake, allieit yet aomcwhal doicil, they proceeded diligently 



to question him how the thing had befidlen, bidding him 
fireely tell all, for that the 6rst leach had already certified 
them that his wound was not a sword-huit, but that he had 
either fallen down from on high or had been stricken with 
some mace ; nay, he held it for certain, from that which he 
had been able to learn, that he had broken his head by falling 
from a high place. Aloisio, taken at unawares by the 
physician's questions, discovered, without overmuch consider- 
ation, the circumstance of his fall, what was the height of the 
window and to whose house it pertained ; but scarce had he 
said it ere he repented him sore of having spoken, and of the 
extreme chagrin which befell him therefor, the strayed vital 
spirits on such wise revived in him that he incontinent elected 
rather to die than to say aught which might redound to his 
mistress's dishonour. The marshal asked him what he went 
seeking at that hour at Madam Gismonda's house and at so 
high a window, whereupon, unable, by reason of the asker*s 
authority, to keep silence and unknowing what to say, he 
straightway determined in himself that, as his tongue had 
erred by unconsidered speech, his body should bear the 
penalty ; wherefore, rather than sully in any particular her 
honour whom he loved more than his proper soul, he resolved 
to put his o^i-n life and honour into the hands of the law and 
said, '* I have already said, nor do I offer to unsay it, that I 
fell from the window of Madam Gismonda Mora's house, 
and that which I went seeking there at that hour I will e'en, 
since in any case I am a dead man, tell you. Thinking that 
Madam Gismonda, (who is said to be exceeding rich in jewels 
and monies) being young and a widow and without men in 
her house to defend her, might easily be robbed of me, I went 
thither to steal the whole from her and ha\*ing nith mine 
engines contrived to make a certain ladder fast to the case- 
ment, I climbed up thereby, firmly purposing to slay whoso- 
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ever foughl to nppoM mc or oHct me mislance. But raj !tl 
luck milleit that the laiUn. twine '" f»*'i'nci1, gave nay with 
mc and [, thinking It> make my way home with (he laiUci, 
which Wii of iiipn, iwoiincil liy the way 1 know not 

The mafiislrale, whnw name was MnKr Domenico M«ri. 
pctru, marvelled ^ally at this ipeech of AInisio'i aiul wat 
(ore chagrinol ihenHiir, for that all who were in Ihe chamber 
(and they were many, as commonly hclideth in like case*,) 
hail beani him ; hut, lieing unatile to ilo nlherwiM, he uid to 
him, " Aloisiii, thy Tolly hilh l«vn pusini; great and I am 
■lire grio'cd Ihcical ; Iml [ owe more regard in the stale and 
lo mine own h'>n<>uT than to whnvicvci il may lie. Thou 
thatt therefore aliiile here unilcr nuch guaril oi I shall leave 
with Ihce, f'lr thai, wtrl thou wrt in Ihc jJighl wherein I limi 
thee, 1 woulil ini-onlinent have thee halnl to priiun, a* ihou 
dcscnest. " Then, leaving the ytiung man under g"Oil guard, 
he liclnok himieir to the Ciuncil of Ten, a Iriliural mast 
worshipful in our eily ami of vi-ry great authority, and finding 
Ibe loMt of the council assemlileH, |<unctually rejoirtecl the 
whole unto them. The chief* of the council, who had 
already heard cmnplaints without end of lolilieriei ilone 
aniyhti ilmut Ihe city, commamleil one of their iifTicers lo 
ke<']< Aloiiiii K<MC.iri under the itrait«>t caslmly in the |>rie4>*i 
h'>u>f, against he should lie in case to lie eiaminiil and coo- 
■traineil with lorturei Id (ell Ihe lru(h, hoMing il fiK certain 
thai he must have commidert many other rolilwrin or shinild 
at Ihe leas( know who were (he (hieve*. It was aFler delated 
of (iirobmo Itemlai and Aitietmo Itarloilim, who had lieen 
^nd at midnight, well-nigh naked, each in Ihe olher'i 
chamlier. and taken priionen, and ihe councillor! having &r 
more important liuiineis whereof to Ireat, fof Ihe war which 

(hrr had in bud agkinM Fdiptw Mtrta ViKonti, Dokc ot 



Milan, it was concluded to deal with them another time, but 
that they should, algates, be examined meanwhile. 

The Doge had been present at the whole deliberation and 
was one of those who had spoken most severely against 
Aloisio ; nevertheless, it was exceeding mieath to him to 
believe that his nephew, a young man of great wealth and 
very goodly fashions, should have stooped to to base and 
abominable a crime as that of theft; wherefore he fell to 
revolving various things in his mind and finding means to 
have the young man spoken withal in the utmost secreqr, 
wrought to such purpose that he had of him the truth of 
the case. On the other hand, Girolamo and Anselmo, 
being questioned by the ministers deputed thereunto by the 
seigniory, of that which they went doing at such an hour, 
each in the other's house, confessed that they had sundry 
whiles observed Al<nsio Foscari pass before their houses 
at unseasonable hours and that they saw him by chance, 
unknown to each other, halt there that night ; wherefore, 
each firmly believing that he came thither for his own 
wife, they issued forth and taking him between them, slew 
him. This confession they made openly, according as it 
had been agreed between them, and as to the fact of their 
having been found each in the other's house, they told I 
know not what fable not over well-contrived, wherein they 
gainsaid each other. 

The Doge, hearing all this, abode in the utmost amaze- 
ment nor knew how to come at the truth of the matter; 
wherefore, the Council of Ten being assembled as of wont 
with their assessors, after an end had been made of all 
whereof there was to treat and all were about to depart, the 
sagacious prince, a man of exalted understanding who bad 
mounted to the supreme magistracy through all the inferior 
grades, said, '* My lords, there remaineth a thing for us to 
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tfcmt, whereof perhaps the like was never yet heard telL 
Before us are two arraignments, the issue whereof, to my 
thinking, will be very different from the general opinion. 
Anselmo Barbadico and Girolamo Beml)o, lietwcen whom 
there hath &till liecn a cruel enmity, bequeathed them well- 
nigh in inheritance by their fathers, have been taken by our 
Serjeants half-naked, each in the other's house, and without 
torture or even fear of lieing tortured, Init on the mere 
interrogation of our deputies, have freely confessed to having 
assassinated Aloisio, our nephew, liefore their houses ; and 
tdlKil our said nephew liveth and hath been smitten neither 
of them nor of others, yet do these confess themselves 
murderers. \V1k> knoweth how the fact standeth ? Again, 
our nephew avoucheth that, going to rob the house ci 
Madam Gismonda Mora and to kill whoso should offer him 
resistance, he fell from the urindows to the ground ; where- 
fore, many being the robberies known to have been of late 
committed in our city, it might lightly be concluded that he 
hath lieen the author thereof and that accordingly it should 
Ijchove to get the truth from him Ijy means of tortures and 
he lieing found guilty, to deal him that severe chastisement 
which he mcritcth. Now, when he was found, he had «rith 
him nor la^ldcr nor arms of any kiml ; whence it may be 
presumed that the fact stamleth otherwise ; and for that» 
among the moral virtues, m<}deration hath still been com- 
mended of all with the utmost praise and that justice, an it 
be not justly exercised, becometh injustice, meseemeth that» 
in this case ainl in these extraordinary circumstances, it 
liehoveth us use more moderation than rigour of justice. 
And lot it ap|)ear that I speak without foundation, consider 
that which I have to say to you. These two deadly enemies 
confess to that which may nut anywise !«, for that ovr 
nephew, as bath already been said, liveth and the wuvod 
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which he hath is, by his confession, not steel-made. Now 
who knoweth but the shame of being taken each in the 
other's chamber and of finding their wives unchaste may 
have given them occasion to contemn life and to desire 
death ? We shall find, if diligent inquisition be made, that 
there is otherwhat here than that which folk think. Where- 
fore it behoveth straitly to examine the case, more by token 
as it is manifest by their confession that they say nothing 
which hath likelihood. On the other hand, our nephew 
impeacheth himself for a thief and confesseth to boot that 
he would have entered Madam Gismonda Mora's house with 
deliberate intent to murder whoso should offer him resist- 
ance ; and under this tussock, also, to our seeming, there 
is anothergates serpent hidden than is supposed. He was 
never yet accused of such excesses nor hath the least suspicion 
thereof ever been had ; and you all know, moreover, that, 
Godamercy, he is possessed of honourable riches and hath 
no need of other folk's good. Truly, his thefts should be of 
anothergates fashion than that to which he confesseth. It 
seemeth therefore to us, my lords, an it e'en please you, that 
the investigation of these cases should be left to us and we 
pledge you our faith that the whole shall be examined of us 
with the utmost diligence and we trust to bring the matter to 
such an issue that we shall nowise be blamed with justice, 
reserving the final pronouncement unto your judgment." 

The doge's sage discourse was very pleasing .to the lords 
of the Council and the question being put to the vote, it 
was the opinion of all that not only the examination of 
the charges in question, but also the final judgment, should 
be committed unto him. Accordingly, the >*Tse prince, 
being already fully informed of his nephew's case, applied 
himself solely to search out the cause for which Bembo 
and Barbadico thus fondly accused themselves of that which 



they had not done, and in due time, himseeming, after 
many consultations and many researches and encjuiries 
made, (his nephew being by this well-nigh altogether 
healed, on such wise that he might have gone alx>ut, had 
be lieen at lil)erty,) he had spied out enough of the case 
of the two imprisoned husbands, he communicated the 
whole to the lords of the Council of Ten. Then, taking 
effectual means to have it bruited abroad in Venice how 
Anselmo and Girolamo were to be beheaded between the 
Two Columns and Aloisio hanged, he awaited that which 
their ladies should do. The report spreading throughout 
Venice, it was variously spoken thereof in the city nor 
was discourse held of otherwhat, either in public or private ; 
and for that all three were of very honourable lineage, their 
kinsfolk and friends fell to casting almut an some means 
might not be found for their lil)eration. But, the con- 
fessions which they had made being published and report, 
as daily hap])eneth, still exaggerating the evil, it was 
avouched that Koscaro had confessed to many roblwriesy 
io that there was neither kinsnmn nor friend dared speak 
for them. Madam Gismonda, who had bitterly bewept 
her lover's mischance, hearing the confession he had made 
and clearly perceiving that, rather than sully her fair fame, 
he had elected to lose honour and life together, felt her 
heart kindle with such fervent love towards him that she 
had well-nigh died thereof; wherefore, finding means to 
semi to s|)eak with him, she exhorted him to lie of good 
heart, for that she was determined not to let him die, but 
to discover the fact as it had liefallen and in {)ruof of what 
she should say, to show the amonius letters he had written 
her and produce to the judge the ladder of n>{K>s, which 
had been kept l>y her in her chamlwr. Aloisio, hearing 
the amorotti revelatioos which hb mistress was purposed 



to make for his ddivenmce, abode the happiest man hi the 
world and letting render her infinite thanks for her kyve^ 
promised her that, as soon as he was oat of prison, be 
would straightway espouse her to his lawful wife ; whereat 
the lady was beyond measure content, kmng him more than 
her souL 

Meanwhile, Madam Lima and Madam Isotta, hearing 
the report of the approaching death of their husbands and 
understanding how the case stood with Madam Gismonda, 
whereof Madam Luzia knew I know not what by a woman 
of her acquaintance, conceived the case to be even as it was ; 
wherefore, taking counsel together of that wAach was to do 
for their husband's weal, they took gondola and repaired to 
th^ said Madam Gismonda, with whom, all three having 
imparted to one another all the drcumstanoes of their several 
cases, they abode of accord to take measures for saving their 
men's lives. The two wives, after the arrest of their 
husbands, had fallen into ill savour with their friends and 
kinsfolk, it l)eing believed of all that they were two most 
profligate women ; wherefore none had ever visited them nor 
condoled with them of their misfortune. Now, it being made 
known that the prisoners were to be put to death by the 
hands of justice, they notified their kinsfolk not to concern 
or trouble themselves with anywhat nor endeavour fstfther 
for their husbands' deliverance, but to abide of good heart, 
for that they were altogether virtuous and that their husbands 
should suffer neither hurt nor shame. They asked them but 
to procure one of the Lords Advocates to intromit the case 
and for the rest leave them the charge of all, for that they 
had no need of proctors nor advocates. This seemed 
exceeding strange to the prisoners' kinsfolk and they knew 
not what to think, holding the case over-shameful and the 
disgrace great. Nevertheless, they hastened to do that 
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whereof they were required and undentanding that the 
Council of Ten had privily committed to the doge the 
investigation of the two cases, they presented to the prince a 
petition in the name of the three ladies, who sought of him 
no otherwhat than audience. The doge, seeing his device in 
a fair way of success, assigned them a day certain, when 
they should appear before himself and the lords of the 
Council of Ten, together with the memlicrs of the College.' 

The day come, all the lords assembled together, eager to 
see in what the case should result ; whereupon the three 
ladies repcured to the palace with a worshipful company and 
passing through the place of St. Mark, heard many who 
missaid of them. Some, little discreet as are the common 
folk and the populace, cried, **ilcre Ik fine honest gentle- 
women ; doff your bonnets to them, for that, without sending 
their husliamb out of Venice, they have landed them at 
O>meto ; and the lirazen-faced strumpets are not ashamed to 
let themselves be seen, on such wise that it scemeth indeed 
they have done a most praiseworthy deed. *' Others railctl at 
them on other wise ami so each had his say at them. More> 
over, seeing Mailam (lismonda there, they douUed not lait 
she was on her way to the .Seigniory, to appeal against 
Aloisio Foscaro, so that none hit upon the truth. The three 
ladies, coming to the palace and ascending the high marble 
stairs, were conducted into the hall of the College, whercaa 
the Doge had apfminted them audience ; and they lieinf 
arrived there with the next-of-kin, the prince commanded, 
before any spoke, that the three prisoners should lie likcwiat 
l)rought thither. Thither came also many other gentlemen, 
who waited with the utmost impatience to sec the issue of 



> AfifMrefitlj tb« Rlectorol Coll«f«, to whom was (Sepot«d the 
al«ctig« ol Um dugcs. 



such strange occ ur rences. Silence being commanded, the 
prince turned to the ladies and said to them, "You have 
supplicated us, noble ladies, to vouchsafe you a public 
audience ; behold, we are here ready to hear you patiently, 
whatsoever you have a mind to say." The two husbands 
were incensed to the utmost against their wives and boiled 
with rage and despite insomuch the more that they saw the 
ladies present themselves with all boldness and confidence 
before so awful and venerable and majestic a tribunal, as if 
they were the rarest and worthiest women in the world. The 
two faithful friends were full well avrare of their husbands' 
choler nor were they anywise daunted thereby ; nay, smiling 
and nodding their heads to each other, woman-£ishton, they 
showed by their gestures as if they made mock of them. 
Anselmo, who was somewhat more despiteful, more choleric 
and more impatient than Girolamo, kindled into such a 
passion of anger that for fu less many a man hath died, and 
having no regard to the sanctity of the place where they were, 
fell to giving his lady the foulest words in the world, nay, 
was like to run at her and thrust his Bngers into her eyes; 
and indeed, an he might, he would have done her a mischief. 
Madam Isotta, hearing herself thus shamefully reviled 
of her huslxmd in the presence of such and so many lords 
and gentlemen, nevertheless took courage and availii^ 
herself of the licence which the prince had already granted 
her, began, with an assured voice and a cheerful counte- 
nance, to speak thus, saying, ** Most serene prince and 
you, magnificent seigniors, since my dear husband so 
uncivilly complaineth of mc, methinketh Messer Girolamo 
Bcmlx) must needs lie of like mind towards his own wife; 
wherefore, an it were not rcplieti to them, it would seem 
they spoke the truth and that we were guilty of some 
great wickedness. Accordingly, with your good favour. 
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most exceUent seignlori, I will, in Mtdam Lnzia's tame 
and mine own, say that which presently occurreth to me 
in defence of ourselves and of our honour, it behoving me 
change purpose of that which I had thought to say, for 
that, had he held his })cace and not, overcome with choler, 
had recourse so hastily to revilings, I should have spoken 
after another fashion to their actjuittance and our o%im 
exculpation. Nevertheless, in so far as my feeMe powers 
avail, I will endeavour to do lx>th the one and the other, 
and I say, then, that our husbands complain of us against 
mil right and reason and without any manner of cause, as 
I shall presently give them pr(X>f in hand. I am firmly 
persuaded that their complaining and their bitter chagrin 
arise from two causes, and none other, to wit, from the 
homicide which they have falsely confessed to having com> 
mitted and eke the jealousy which cankereth their hearts, 
of their lielief that we are unchaste women, they having 
been taken each in the other's chamlier and well-nigh 
abed. Hut, if they had imbrued their hands in another's 
blood, what, a* Gcxi s name, should it concern us thereof, 
though this should e'en afflict and torment them, since so 
heinous a crime would have lieen committed of them without 
our coun.sel, without our aid and without our knowlctlge? 
Forsooth, I for my part cannot see why we women shouUl 
tuifer any manner of blame for this misdeetl and still less 
why they should complain of us, since we all know it to 
be a meet thing that whuso duth ill or giveth occajUon to 
do it should l)ear the due penalty and suffer severe chastise- 
ment, even as the divine laws ordain, and thus give example 
unto otheni to aliMain from evil {>racticcs. But why should 
we contend farther of this, when the very bliml would see 
right to lie on our side, more by token that, (»odanM*rc)', 
Messcr AluiMo is seen to Ik> alive and avoucheth altogether 
Vol. I. 14 
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the contrary of that which oar little (to ns) loving hmbiDdi 
have fondly confessed ? And even if they had so fu tram- 
gressed as to dip their hands in the blood of whosoever il 
might be, it were for us with reason to complain of them^ 
ay» and to bewail us thereof amain, for that they, being 
bom of most noble lineage and gentlemen of this moat 
illustrious dty, which hath still kept its liberties inviolate 
and piue, should have become swashbucklers, murderers 
and men of the vilest sort, sullying their illustrious blood 
with so shameful a blot and leaving us widows in our 
youth. It must, then, be that they complain of us for 
that each was seen and taken at midnight in the other's 
chamber, and this, indeed, methinketh is the bead and 
front, the occasion and the origin of all their despite and all 
their sufferance. This I know well is the nail which trans- 
fixeth their hearts, and I certify you that they complain not 
of otherwhat ; wherefore, without throughly examining the 
whole matter or taking thought unto everything, they have 
fallen into desperation and like men desperate, have accused 
themselves of doing that which they never did nor belike 
thought to da But, not to cast words to the winds and 
so that which I purpose to say may be said once and for 
all, to the intent, that you, my lords, may not abide 
occupied with longsome disputations, having affairs of 
state to treat, I entreat you, most excellent pnnce, that 
you will make them declare on what account they so 
bitterly complain of us." 

The two husbands being accordingly, at the Doge's bidding, 
questioned by one of the lords of council, they both replied 
that the having discovered their wives, whom they believed 
most virtuous and whom it behoved to \ye so, to be whores 
was the sole cause of the despite and chagrin which fretted 
their hearts and that, unable to suffer such dishonour nor 



211 

to brook to live in the tight of men, they had heen led, 
for desire of death, to confess that which they had never 
done. Madam Isotta, hearing this, took up again her 
discourse and sai<l, turning to her husliand and to Bcmlx), 
'* Then, of what do you complain that is not well ? Nay, 
it pertaincth rather unto us to complain of jrou. Marry, 
what went you seeking, hu&lxind mine, at such an hour, 
in the chamlier of my dear friend [Madam Luzia]? What 
was there in her chamber more than in your own ? And 
you, Messer Girolamo, what enforced you, aliandoning 
your wife*s bed, to seek that of my huslmnd by night? 
Were not the sheets uf the one as white, as ftne, as clean 
and as well perfumed as those of the other ? I, for my })art, 
most serene prince, do infinitely complain ami will eternally 
complain of my huslnml, for that, to enjoy another woman 
than m)'self, he hath forsaken me ami gcme elsewhither, 
allieit I am not yet bcilridden and may }iass muster among 
the fair wumcn of this our city ; and the like doth Madam 
Luxia, who, as you see, may also lie numliered among the 
Cur. Each of you in truth should have contented himself 
with his own wife ami not, as you have |)er\'erscly done, 
alnndoned her, seeking lietter liread than is made of 
wheat. A hne thing, imleol, to leave seemly, fair and 
▼irtuous wives for th«tse of others ! Vou c«)mplain of your 
wive>, Init you should rather blame yourselves, not others, 
and entlure reproach ami suflferance with the utmost patience, 
for th.-it, having wherewithal to fare well at home, you 
Bought to C4»2en each other with your amours, like men 
grown weary and surfeited of their household cheer ; Init, 
thanks to (i^id and to our discreet atlvisement, if hurt and 
shame there lie, it must e'en lie all yours. For, by Christ 
His OovH, I Mre not that tliat there is more licence con- 
ccilol to you men to do ill tlun unto us, allieit, through the 
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fiiintheartedness of our sex, you are still bin to do that 
which most liketh you. However, you aze not, for all that, 
lords and masters nor aze we slaves, but daim oursehres 
consorts,* for that the most holy laws of matrimony, the 
which was the first sacrament given of God unto mortals, 
after the creation of things, require that troth be equal 
and the husband beholden to be faithful to the wife, even 
as she to him. Of what, then, go you complaining, if one 
still receive as good as he giveth?' Know you not that 
it behoveth the scales of justice to hang even and not 
incline more to one side than to the other? But let us 
leave questioning of this and come to that wbeiefbr we 
are here. Two things, most just prince, have biought us 
before your august presence and that of these illustriooi 
lords, we who had not else dared to present ourselves in 
public, and still less should I have ventured to speak in 
this most august assembly, the which is conceded only 
unto experienced and eloquent men and not unto us, who 
scarce sufHce unto the needle and the spindle. Our first 
intent, in leaving our houses to come hither, was to make 
known that our huslxinds were no assassins and that they 
had murdered neither Messer Aloisio, who is here, nor 
any other ; and of this we had worthy and sufficient 
testimony ; but for this we need not weary ourselves, the 

^ Ci domandiamo consortia i.e. look for companions nod helpers 
on equal term*, not masters, in our husbands. We may also read, 
•* We call or assert ourselves [to be] consorts." 

' Lit. Whatsoever an ass giveth a^inst a wall, svch he recovetii 
{Quale asiito dd im pareie, tal rtcrve). 1 cannot find an j satisfsctory 
explanation of this very common proverbial sajring, wluch may be 
rendered in two ways, according as quale and taU are taken as 
relating to a thing or a person. The probable reference teems to be 
to the circumstance of an ass making water against a wall, so that 
his urine reioms upon him. 
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pretence of Mcuer AltHiio >ltof>clhci relieving ui of (he 
paiu which it inighl have behoved ui lake, noi ii othei 
than be known to have been ilain. 

However, there remainelh one thing onto m, In «rit, my 
faiend Midam Liuia ami I mpretluUj hemch the moot 
•ercne prince that he deign, (^ hii bvour and aulhoiily uid 
that of thoc mutt excellent icignian, to recoficik u( with 
out hutbaiuU and came ui have peace and pardon of Ibcm, 
wbenai we ihall have given them proof in hanil that we are 
the injured and ihcy the injurcrt and that our defauh (if 
default it can be called) hath Ijcen lut in so much ai they 
would have it. To come, then, In the oonctuiion of the 
matter, I aay ihat t waa never m> young a tnai<l Iwt [ hcanl 
It uiil of my laily mother nf Meueil memory (who oftcntimn 
leuoned myself ami my listen am) Mailam Luiia wilhal, 
who «rai brought up with us) that all the himnur a wifi; can 
do her hiutiand conuNidh in thii, thai the live very 
virtuiiuUy, for that, without nwHleity, a woman ihiiukl nut 
alule on life, mure liy token that, when the wife of B 
genllemin or of another is known to yield her Inly unio 
others, >he liecomclh a ciimmon Mrumpd ami is |H>inte<l at 
of all with the tinger of iiCorn, whilst her husliand likcwiKc is 
lilanied an<l (leri<lcd of all, themMeming thi« in the siirekl 
wrung am) affront that a man can suffer at his sife't hamis, 
■y, and the thaniefullcul iliihiiftour that can Iv cast u)>>n 
familiea. The which we knowing and willing mit thai the 
iliwinlcily and unliriilleil apjietites of our huilioncK sb-Hilil 
bring them to an un\eemly eml, we have »ilh a kij-al ami 
commeraUNe ilcccption maile inch pniviuon thrrdii a* 
leemeil tn ui the leaser evil. 1 kn»w that it IxKilcth m>( 
b«e to recount the etunity which hath ibeie many yean \m*t 
prevailed lietween oai husband*' (athen and after, unhaiifiily, 
between tbcBadrcs lor Ibal it b nolarioB anlo aU tw dty. 
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Wherefore we, who had been reared together from the cradle, 
whenas we became aware of our husbands* enmity, made a 
virtue of necessity, choosing rather to lack of our most sweet 
converse than to give them cause for clamour at home. But 
the nearness of our dwellings showed that which that 
unnatural enmity bid from and denied us ; wherefore, whenas 
our husbands were abroad, we betook ourselves for converse 
together into our little gardens, which are divided by a 
very slight fence of reeds. And discreetly availing ourselves 
of that commodity and perceiving that you, husbands ouis, 
were (or belike feigned to be) enamoured each of the otber*s 
wife, we imparted to each other these your loves and still 
read together the amorous letters which you sent us ; nor did 
it seem good to us to do you any scorn of this your disloyalty 
towards us your wives, albeit it had well beseemed you, for 
that to have advertised you [each of the other's doings] 
would have been contrary to our desire, seeking, as we did, 
no other^hat than that you should become friends ; where- 
fore, had aught been told you of these enamourments, it had 
but addcil enmity to your enmity and caused you take up 
arms against each other. Having, then, taken counsel 
together and finding ourselves of one mind, we agreed u}X)n 
a device which we deemed might Ix* carried out without hurt 
or shame to either f>arty, nay, to the pleasure and satisfaction 
of all, and accordingly, ever)- night whenas you feigned to go 
abroad to this place or that. Madam Luzia, with the help of 
Cassandra, my waiting- woman, came to my chamber by way 
of the garden, whilst I, by means of Cjiovanna her maid, 
repaired to her chamlx.T by the same road ; and you, being 
conducted by these our women each to the other's chaml)er, 
lay each with his own \n{e and so tilled your own field and 
not, as you thought, that of another. And for that your 
embracements were those not of husbands, but of lovers, and 



thai you tlill clippcil us with idor: ardoui than wu your 
wuni, we prcKntly fuund ounclvc* both wilh child ; the 
which thiiulil l« tu|>renKly cialeCul lo you, U it l« me Ihal 
jrnu h;ul to pcM > tluiic u you ihuwed lo luve chil<licn. 
If, Iherefbn:, no other ilclault ifxrieve you, if coiucience 
iwick you of nu iitherwhal anil if yini Ic choj^ncil ftn ni>u|^ 
cl*e. live nit-rry aiul ri-ntlcr lu Ihuiks for our ihrcwilnvu ind 
fur the ululary chut we have put upon you. ami if till now 
ynu have Imn encmin, heDCeforth, laying uide ynui ancient 
buds, make t)cnce with one another and fu* the future live u 
alfalile gentti-rocn. iiAering up yiMU enmiliei tu your naliv* 
laml. the whii-h, as a [litiful an<l loving mnthrt, wouhl fain 
KC all her chililrcn of oneiuiine iniocl. Now, k-sl you shinikl 
tic lieve that t have fingiil all 1 have ^d,ral>le-wi>e. for yiiurde- 
lirtranru ami our )ir"lil, here Ik all jtnir letters will iinti> us." 
Therewith \he and Mailam Ltuja i^vc theii hutland?*, one 
after the oilier, »i nuny ptooh aiul OHinleilokcni ami m> well 
■)>)inn'Al the truth of their aitertioni to the prince and Ihe 
eouncillon that Ibc two genllemen avouched ihcmvlvn 
ctMitent ami all the lorilt ol the council hchl thetntelvcs eicel- 
Icntly well katittied, all with one accorrl pronouncing thai 
AnNclmo ami liiMlaiuo should Ivfrec; aiul to, of the com nwn 
Contcni of [he d<i|^ aivl the eouncillon, they were Uitb 
entirely aci|uitleil. The kinsfolk anil ftieitilt of Irnth hiuliandi 
ami wivei hoil beanl Imcta'i long diminriie with the utmint 
■onlermenl and tuptemcly cumtiKmle<l Ihc ar<|uittaiKe 
Tenletfil. hnUling tmth the lailie* ftir »a{e afxl 'litcreel and 
Mailam Iw-tta. to IihM, eiceclini; eloi|urnt, in that ^hc had 
lhu> well pleadeil her own ami hei frieml'i eaw ar»l ihal 
of their huslian.lH. Ansclmo ami Cirolamii wilh great 
glailneu puUicly emlfaceil ami kiued their wivei; then, 
cla>ti(itg each nthrr'i han<l« ami emlvacinf, they nuulc > |iact 
cf Uotbcfboud tninbcr and ibew«fcnb aliode in pcrfacl 
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hannony, turning Iheit lixsdvioiu love tea each olberS 

into brotherly good will, tbe which was the cause ( 
ulaiost cantentmenl to all the cily. Then, all bdne siloil 
again, the doge lunied with Ihc most grociouj aii la Madi 
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.i the ■ 

adam ■ 



Gismonda and said to her. 


And you, fair damsel! what 




seek you . 


ons boldly, for we will gladly 




hearken ti 






Madam 






lovelier ll, 






spiead her 


e with her eyes benl upon the 






It of coarage, she raised Ihem 




modestly 


prince, it behoved mc speak 




in the p.. 


ho had never lorcd or who 




knew not < 


Id feel more than doubtful of 




Ihat which 


belike 1 ahoold not dure to 




open ray n«..™. 
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father of blesiea .....^, ^ 


lat you, moat serene pnnoe, 



disdained not in your youth to open your breast to the flames 
of love, nay, were a roost passionate lover, and holding it 
for certain that there is none here who hath not loved (» 
little or much, I am persuaded that, for that which shall 
presently be spoken of me, I shall of all find not only pardon 
bul indulgence. Wherefore, to come to the fact, God forbid 
that I, seeking to appear a -.he-saint or one of those women 
who mumble patemoslers and discoursing all day long with 
the saints, give birth to devils, should prove ungrateful, 
knowing ingratitude for a wind which Iroublelh and drielh 
the well-spiing of divine compassion I My life is dear to 
me, as it is naturally wont to be unto all, and after it I put 
honour, which should belike be preferred before it, since 
there is no doubt that without honour it profitelh nothing to 
live and Ihat this life is a living death, whenos man or woman 
liveth with a shameful stain upon the brow. But the love 
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which i 1>cat my onljr l>clin'eil, Ml-sct AloUin Fiwcari. 
whiim yini kcc yiiiulo, a ovcl all thii^^ dcu lo me and 
cuiue<(iicnl]y I Icndvr him far more than my lifii ; and ihn 
indiiKl wilh very ijuod leuon, fur ihal, Lhuugh 1 had never 
in ihe put liccn luvcd uf him (whu haih c'cn loved nc u 
fondly u can be) nur held him dcai (whom 1 have tendcied 
miMt dtar and loved ai, nay, far more than, my very eyes), 
tbc moit tender and devoted proof which he halh in thai lait 
circunulance given mc of hit love, Uuwing hiniiclf lavixb, 
bay, pcoili)^ of hit own life, leit I thuuld alaUe under (he 
Icail Mupicion of immtxloly, rendereth it incumlieni upon 
me lo have him evermore ioc»ni|>aral>ly dearer than life and 
mul themielvei. And where wai ever such ccnetinily >a 
freely )iracti>cd of any lover ? Who wai there aye atiirelimc 
Ihal of his |iti>|icr choice electnl lo die, ralher ihan kliame 
another? Certet, medevntcth, few or nunc, for that rare are 
tbiae of such a comp>Hti<m, ay, raier than while ctowa. 
U tinf^ar ami never heard i^'ncriAity t U never enou^jh to 
Le eiLlollcd |inii>f of love ! U love, that is imlced love and 
in which no manner of fviKninc can be cuiKeiveil ', Mcuer 
Aloiaio, ralher than in Ihe >malle>t pailkulat wily my fair 
fiuiK IX leave in any unc't miml the Icatt inklirq; of douU, 
whi-'h ini|;hl licin|> uisjiirion on me. halh uf hit. ]>ro|a'r will 
confessed hiiRMrlf a thief, having far mure concern fi>r me 
aiHl lor mine hunoui than for hii own honour anl hit own 
life. And allvil he mii'ht have tavcd himKlf a thoutaiul 
wayi, nevcrlheleu, havin|> avourheil hinuelf, whilot yet half 
daied wilh ihc ihuck, lo have fallen from my wimluwi and 
p.Tteiving how a|>t this confeuion wai to )aeju>lice uiy fair 
fame ami dim the lirit;hlnci* ihcrrof. be rhiwc of hi> own 
free will lather lo die than lu uy another word whirh mi|^ 
anywiK tic|;et an ill ojuiton uf mr or occuion mc to much 
■a a lan'a )iuinl ol nftotch. Wbcrdij««, wmUg to take 
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tack tlwl whith he had kltndy uM of tbe fnU or to raltw^^^H 




Mve xnuthcr's fail fame urith his own undoing. Since, then, ^M 


lie halh tbiu imhcsilaCingly put his tile in most manifest peril H 


for my wrlfrc anH aAvanttun- 


uid hath been for more careful ■ 


for (ho cr 


r fame than far hinself. shall ■ 


1 for his 




what say 


Nay, berth mine hanour and H 


nrUfeiE 


><] Uve*. I would give Ihcm all ■ 


forhiswli 1 


[ recovet il asain ■ thousand ■ 






Iknewll 


mst particular arail la profit H 


hint. It f 


»d will «ti]l Brieve me thot it ■ 


it not pem 


ire than this which my tcnnl ^M 


■bility KiOt 


die, ccrtes, I might not avail ^M 


to live, nnu were 


c. what should 1 do on Uki M 


Kor, most jusi prince, [or aii i 


his do I look to lojc a grain ^H 



of honour, for thai being, as may be seen, young and a 
widow and seeking to marry again, il was lawful unto me 
to court and be courted, without other end, withal, than to 
Rnd me a husband sortable unto my degree. But, should 
I e'en lose mine honour, why should 1 grudge to lose il for 
him, who, to save mine, as it hath so oftentimes Iwen said, 
was fain to lose his own ? Now, to come to the fact, I say 
with all due reverence that it is not true that Messer Aloisio 
ever came to my house as a thief or against my wilL He 
came ihilhei, indeed, with my consent and came as a dear 
and a tender lover. For, except I had given him leave to 
come, how could he have found means to carry a rope-ladder 
so fai aloft and fix it there on such wise that il should still 
be fast? And if the window in question be that of the 
chamber where I sleep, how stood it open at that hour, an 
1 willed it not ? Nay, I, mth the aid of my serving- woman, 
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■ftcr I ha<) lei him dnwn the twine, irticreto he 1>ound the 
bitcler. drew it up nn<l having i)i|-htc<I it on *uch mm ihat 
it niiyht not Ciimc loose, aigneil tn MesBCi Aloisjo to miiunL 
Bui, m his and my ill Tonunc willml il. he, lo tny incxjim- 
lilile Brief, felt hi-sdlong lo the pound, wilbiiul even availing 
111 touch my hand. Wherefore lei him revoke ihc confruioo 
he hath moile uf Iving a thit'f and tell the caie even at il 
wan, lince I am not uhanKd to cnnfe» il. Here lie Ibe 
many Icltm he hath wtiltcn me, craving >prech of me and 
Mill weking me i<i wife ; hcic is the UMer. which hnth till 
now remained in my chamlier, and here in my maitini;- 
wiiinan, who huih licen Gi>-Iiriween and hel|>cr to nic in 
evcrylhinB." 

McsKi Aloiuii, Wing itilemiBalnl of ihe lonU, confcMed 
the cue ai il wai ; whereupon he wa( on like iii>e mjuilted 
of tbi;m ml chine li> etpiiuoe hii licloveil mi^lreu Id bit 
lawful wife ; whereof the d<iec tnighlily ciimmendeil him. 
Arcunlingly all the kinifulk of ihe lau parlie* rejuiinl lO 
Madam Uitmonda * hiniie, where Aloixiu •utcmnly ei.|uu(cd 
her ami the nu|itia]t liein^ cc1el>nled after ihe moKt lunipluaw 
•ml w.>i>hi)iful fa>hi.in. Me»ei Akiiuo and hit wife lived 
lunu in peace ami hapjiinrw. Madam Luiia and Madam 
Iwitta in due lime i;ave liirth lo two ijoudly tio)i. lo Ihe Oo 
imall ronlcntmcnt of the falhen, who ihenrcronh lived 
tranciuilly with iheir wivei and uietl each other u Uulhcn, 
bu|;hin^ many a lime over the cheat diicreelly jiut upon 
Ihcm by the ladies. The wi»e adviiement irf the din^ wai 
infinitely ciimmenled throughout all Venice aiul much in- 
creaied Ihc renown of hii pnulence : an<l in iruth he wax a 
miHi imideni (iriitcc anil with hi> wiuhim u'lcounul j^cally 
enlari^l ihe dominion of Ihe lejiulilie, whirh taller, in the 
end, ihowcil iltclf little pateful to him therefcr, ilepoainf 
him from hii ducal dignity, for Ihu be wm ovcf -old. 



IBannello 

to t^e tnu0trioti0 loiti Stgnor JFrancetfco ffantelmo 

9uke of Sora, 

The day after I departed Mantua and came to Gazuolo, 
your and my affable and most complaisant, friend Messer 
Paris Ceresaro sent me, by a servant of his, your letter 
which you wrote me from Milan, and which was beyond 
measure grateful to me, how grateful, indeed, I cannot 
say, for that in sooth it was to me (an it may be said) more 
than most grateful. And since I shall shortly be in Milan, 
where I shall sojourn some time, I will not at this present 
make you any answer to the last part of the said letter ; 
for that, when we are together, I shall by word of mouth 
much l)etter accomplish that which you would fain have 
done of me than I might presently do with letters, and 
I am well assured that we shall obtain the whole without 
any difficulty and that the more easily inasmuch as he 
for whose serv*ices you have occasion standeth in nee<l 
of the favour of the most illustrious my lord of Lautrec,* 
the which will lightly be gotten him by you, he seeking 
nought but what is just and honourable and you having 
great interest with the said lord, as your faithful and 

1 Odct dc Foix. Seignear de Laatrec, the well-known Marshal of 
Francis I. of France, who was then governor of Milan for that 
prince. 



usiiluoui lervica ukI jmur rue virtues meriu Now. to 
iFlum to )'our letlcr, cuniklcr U it couM have fuunit me 
01 a lictlci place and lime than pre«enl1y ai Guuuli'. As 
■ooti ai I ha<l rcul it, I gave il into Itte hanU of our 
■»<>>( cuurteiiui friciwl, Signur I'irtu Lioniaga, with lhcs« 
preciiic woiils " Were I jvesentlf at Maniua or mhcrwhcte, 
I iboulil, incontinent on the receipt uf [hi! letlcr, lake hone 
and (^ in qunt ot yrni, wherever you mighl he, fur the 
■ervice of Signor Krancetco. Juilge, then, what I «hall 
Jo, lieing here in your preience." Theiewilh he reail the 
Belter anil uiti to nie, laughing, " Take Ihy letter and 
lajr nut a wimt to me, [or 1 will rl<> nought whereof Ihou 
mayil bcipcak roe ; Isil Ihat whereof Signor Francesco 
wrilelh Ihee I will well to <lo." Then he adilol Ihat he 
wai makini; rcaily to go to the court of the mcHl Chrislian 
king ami wtiutd pa» ihmugh Milan, where you thouhl have 
all yim <lc>ire, anil maylic we Uioulil go in omiiany. Il 
rcmaineth lo nte to aniwcr the ihini |>art of your letter, 
wherein you pray me im(iail to you lunilry of my novcU. 
I hail a minil m wait till I ihiniM come lo Mibn, tut, 
liclhinking myielf that I can avail lo uliify you at thi* 
preMol, 1 tend you one of an ailvcniure liefallen, no great 
while agone. al Mantua, which 1 wrote ilown of the»e 
latter ilayi, it having lieen recounteil, liy way of jiatlime, 
in Ihe presence of Mailam Ikaliella ila Kue, Marchi-inew 
of Mantua, liy Meuer Aleuamtro Onil<i|^>>, lecrelary of the 
most illintitcHH anil mint tcvercml Sigrtor (iiHmoiulo (M>ni3|pl, 
Cardinal of Manliu. Thh, then, I icnl you ami wilt that 
it Ik yonn, in leitimnny iif our love. Moreover, al Milan 
1 will »how yi«i many olhen, given I7 me lo <livrr> frit-mla 
ami patn>n]i uf mine, liir that 1 hoi) do nlherwlial where- 
withal I might ajijirovc mjnelf gratcfuL Karc jruu well. 
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RE WHICH BEFELL A 
(G HIM OCCASION TO 
VHOM HE HAD CEASED 



ttorthy Ludorico Guerrero da 
re hath reraembered me, most 
ich heleU ibis past winter in the 
«k,. n consttaineil by your loilysbip 

to p._ . : it is none of my business, I 

us here both saw and felt, the cold which prevailed at that 
season was so great and so excessive that I for my put 
temembet me not to have ever known a grealer; and albeit 
throughout all Lombeidy the snow fell in great abundance 
and the cold made every one quake on extraordioary wise, in 
Mantua especially, which is subject to very coid winds, the 
cold was so intense and the snow lay so long upon the 
earth that all who were (here abode amaied thereat. Oui 
most limpid lake, which embraceth the city and girdlelh it 
with its waters, was all turned to solid crystal, whilst the 
renowned and pleasant Mincio, the which, meandering 
through our smiling meadows, useth to afford a most delight- 
some view to the inhabitants, was frozen into the hardest ice 
and seemed to be grown all of sheer g\iSi, But what shall 
we say of the famous king of waters ! The proud Po, curlnng 
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ill xwift cnune ami waxva all iif maililc, not only hxl its 
waliT'4 nin{;i;nl(.tl liy Ihc Ciinstrainin^ imwur iiT ihc ci>UI, Inil, 
in many iJaccs of ils anipk- lutl, afToriltil a vtty tiuru Iviilge 
to wh<M> n-oulil fain iiveftoiM il. Of [his ■n'ot cin-lk'nl 
nuclam, ynu can nf your iwnxin afTxnl us auurancu, (ir ihal 
yiiu yoiuwir at BiirKu Viirtt li|;ht<.tl <U>«n upon ii« fniam 
walen anil crosMTil inur ti> ihc other lank <in foiH, alli-mlitl 
)>r tnany iif our pinllunu'n anil tbc kmhI \vm of Okx fair 
daniM.-l( whu niu hen:. It wu for thit fmliuMcn unto all 
■hi|>t to ffi cither i1»ut the I'li or U|»>n the lake. an<l tlill 
k«s might the)- nivi(plc tbc Mincio, m that such of 
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delarrvil ibe usance of the victual anil Mher iioaluce of 
Ihi'ii farms. Muremcr, you know how the \vnciian», 
with Ihc ai<l of the French, hail laiil Mgt tn Veri>na, 
til the ilcfcnre whcieiif Maximilian CiT^ar, unik-r Hhme 
cniivry the Venmcw almile, haii «]H>"intiit the righl imlile 
»n<l valiiriHU Si|;iiiir Maiiii .Vnl'iniii <,'i>li>nns, a m.in much 

hmi; In the uq^ li'-teil, ito »it, wrnic iiwinth!>) the Krvnch 
■iililicis and the Vcneliant nacketl many of out vill.-i|;c«, 
nay, tbry even liurneit Mime thcrciif ami daily |>i]lii|^i< anil 
carrieil iitf 1o thvii cnm|i wh>t»wver thi-y fouml a1»ut the 
country that *as a|>t fi>r the nuMcnance of men and horNca. 
It licinK, then, imgaxaililc lo avail inirsvlvei •'( the |<i<iiliicc of 
(he thilhcf kiilc of the I'o ami llie nlhei )<ar1 of <mr lictili, 
to wit, ihiK which lay tow.irili \'eri>na, l«'ini; ili-<|>>ik-il iif 
enrythini;, there Ivfell a tore dearth in Mantua anil that 
whereof there wa* the must lack wa» cat tlc'iirovr niter, fur 
that neither hay nm Mraw mir oali was to \k luil there fur 

Uur city, thi'n, UinR in thi« )<l'Kl>t* '> l"'^'^'" <'<''>< ""c 
uf out geiitk-mcn, a yiHilh uf ipxid kdcrk and |iaifeaLly 
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endowed with the gifts of fortune, who had his estate 
beyond the Po, found himself with three horses in the 
stable and knew not how to do, altogether lackii^ of 
provender for the cattle. A^lierefore, as he went one 
day a-walking about the city, he fell to devising with his 
serving-men of the means he should take to feed his horses, 
there being neither straw nor hay nor com in the house 
nor any to be had for money in the place ; and one of 
them, in the course of talk, said to him, "Master, not 
an hour agone I saw a load of hay drawn to such a 
street and halted by the oxherd before such an one% 
house. Maybe he would lend or sell you a part thereof 
against you may avail to let bring of your own from the 
country. The rigour of the cold tendeth in some measure 
to abate and the Po will soon begin to be once more 
navigable." The young man, hearing this, bethought 
himself to enquire for the hay by some friend of his, 
not being on speaking terms with the owner, for that, 
he having }xud his court to the latter s wife, the husband 
had become aware thereof and waxing jealous, viewed 
him with an ill eye. Meanwhile, he made for the street 
where the hay stood and seeing the hour late (for it was 
nigh upon dusk) and the waggon standing untoucheil, 
concluded that they would wait till the morrow to unload 
it. Accordingly, he said to his serving-men, **Mcthinketh 
the load will abide for this night in the street ; wherefore, 
an your hearts misgive you not, we will come hither, 
to^'ards five or six o' the clock/ and fill some sacks therefrom 
and carr)' them home." They proniisetl to do as he said 
and accordingly, at the appointed hour, he repaired thither 
with sacks and men, saying, **Go<l pardon it me, for that 

* />. II or 12 p.m. 



neeil ctin«trainetb me, anJ I wilt nquitc the owkm of the 
hay ht niurv than ihc vunh IhcreiiC My bones will 
hive sin iir MrVL-n tlayi' puivtndcr mil mcanwhik lume- 
thini; will aiil us »' <hal ihcy will mM ilic «o vicin." Il 
wu the ilukctt ni|>hl in (he wutlil anil there wax nii une lo 
lie seen alxiut llie MrccU : wherefore, hirosecniini' he hail cooi- 
nuxliiy li> <l» that which he pur|HHcil, he cauwil fiHir K'rvin);- 
men whi> were wiih hini procecil, u mml siieeility and 
secretly as they nii|;ht, ID till the *acks with Ihc ill-euaiite<l hay. 
Whilnl ihey were all inlcnl u|B>n ihe iipi'il, ihey hniKl orw 
cumint; tuwanU them alimi; the street, «hvrru)iiin they with- 
drew Ichimi the hay and aUxle Mill. Now ihe new-einner 
was a gentleman enamimrnl nf a fair yiiun|> laily. the wife 
of the iiwner i.f the liay, whii hail a]i)i<iinted hjni ti. lie the 
nit;h[ with her, f'lr ihal her htulaml wax alwnl from 
Manilla. He, heaiini; n»(hin|;, Rave the tit;tial fiir hit 
■ilininiiin into the hiiuw, nur waa it limi; <ie une uf the . 
laily'i waitini;-wiinicn tbowed henclf at a lower winluw, 
which wa» well-tii);ti iiverai^inst the hay, ukI callini; the 
gallanl I7 name, umI lu him in a luw vuice, "Sir, yua 
muit have a lilllc jalience. fur that there came bcic bitbcf 
lale lhi« evening a kinitnan uf niy lady't huilurMl, whu i> ikx 
yet ipine ti> bed, and it halh lichi>veil lu make him rcaily the 
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1 «arranl you (here crnilil nought 1«lide my laily which 
wiiuld causi- her w murh annoy; liut theie 11 ■ temeily fix all 
lliin)^ ta%c <lealh, foi that, ileipite him who i> cnme lo at, 
we have di)>hle<l jrou ihc cbnct on ihe i^iuimI lloiir, the 
wiiolow whereof eivclh ujion the i^len uul where yini hid 
yiHirvlf i>iK'e liefiiie. whemi tny lord cantc home, unhaiketl 
for. on the day of Ihc Bleucil KouUinA.' Wherefurc, do 
■ I /. Palai-Su4*r. to iillnd bf lh> nmrnam |iMpli Iroa th* 
Jj «<■» la Uh •HTta* ta( tkal <Ur 
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you move about the street a little, so the cold may not 
benumb you, and I will come open you the door as sood as 
I safely may. " 

Our friend, who alxxle crouched with his servants behind tf 
the hay, heard all this and concluded that, if the lady, whom 
he had long served and courted, had shown herself contrary 
to his wishes, it was because she loved another. Wherefore 
it occurred to his mind that he might, by means of some 
do-ice, contrive to foregather with her and he said in himself, 
** My rival seeketh to do the contrary of my emprise, for 
that he would fain load the gentleman's good abed, whose 
hay I go about to unload ; but the swill-pot deemeth one 
thing and the tavemer another,* for that I myself will both 
unload the hay and load the lady." Accordingly, carnal 
appetite awakening in him and the old love kindling into 
new flame, he made no delay about the matter, but, hearing 
his rival, who was alone, go walking at a distance from the 
house, he softly calletl his servants and followed after him, 
making a great scuffling with his feet ; whereupon the other, 
unwilling to l>e recognizeil in such a place and eke mis- 
doubting those who came after him to be ofHcers of the 
watch, departed the street and turned into another way. 
The hay-stealer, seeing this, let him go about his business 
and ix>stetl his servants, two at pach end of the street where 
the lady dwelt, which was ver}* short and abutted upon two 
others ; then, hidiling them deny every one passage, he 
stationed himself near the door of the lady's house, looking 
for the serving-maid to come open the door, more by token 
that he was well acquainted with the ordinance of the house 
and the way to the closet aforesaid. 

The lady, who recked of no otherwhat than the admission 

* Italian way of saying, " He reckoneth withoat his host.*' 
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of ha loTcr, b««)irTc(l hmeir to hut«n Ihe going lo l*d of 
bcT hu>l«nil'( kinunan. together with ibc two Krvants who 
acci>ni|ianir<l him ; whirh dniu', she ileii|tttche<t the nuid to 
■ce if the gxllani were yet in the ilreet. The jroun); duui, 
who iIiihIc intent ujiiin cvrrjr least nuicion, heani Mime one 
cnme liiwirri* the ilmit ami ilivining »h<i it wax, iummnnrd 
■II hi> lauianre and plurliing up a linn's heart, awaitol the 
opening iif the Jtinr. The maiil, then, prnenlini; hurKtf as 
bebirc at the winlnw, *pat Miflljr ami he forthwith (pve the 
ugnai which he hail hearil hi^ rival make. Hhereupim *be 
Inoinlinenl o)iene<l the >l<ii>r an.l the puling man, entering in, 
wxulil fain have saiti t know nnt nhat ; lut Ihe girl, c1a|>|>ing 
her hnml im his innuth, whi^pereil bim not Id st<rak, m 
■ccnunl iiT the urangrn, who were Iwt that moment gone to 
lieil, an.l rairjing him ti> the little tn»m, left him there, 
whiUt ^he 1iet<Kik hervlf tii her miilreu, whc) was io 
diicourw with >>thrii of the hou'iehoM IkwIc the tire in the 
uloon, ami lignol |o het thai her l<n-et was in the house anil 
■w.iiit'il her in the clowl. 

The }»ung man. as soon as he found himself atone, 
liethoughl hiniti-lf in the first |>tarc ti> ili- out the l^lit that 
l«tne.l ihetr. s.> he niighl n..l •« soon Ic km>wn, not 
was he far out in hit ailviwmeni : then, a* ii>>n as he 
hail I'ltinguiiheil the ramlle, he unl-urkle<l his twonl am) 
■cllini; it ilown haril by. watcil himself on the lie-t. which 
was rii-hly itiglil. ronsiileting the while luiw he shmilil ileal 
with the la.ly at llir first tii'-ounli-r. Tlte l.ilin, ns si»n 
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hri lovi-il safe in the cli-sr 
t.. r.-st n.« kouM hL-rssIf .U|<.iit the sal.. hi till slit ha.1 
tiist sri-ii eviiy one forth thsiiof; wh«-rrupi». g->in(> 
■nit. she wittdlfew, with the maiil het conlWIant, Id hei 
Imk'hamlict, when she aluile awhile, lu give lime fur 



•11 to telire to theit several plicea; then, pretenllr de- 
scending a stair all alone and without any light, tJie stole 
wftly down to the closet and opening it with the keys 
■he had with her, shut the door behind her. Thereupon, 
"Alack," quoth she, "you ore here withoul light," and 
would have kindled the candle at the chamber-fire, which 
w>s well nigh spent ; but the good youth came up lo her 
and catching her lovingly in her arms, kissed het and 
uid to her softly, "Welcome, my bouI." She retumcd 
hb careun and uuvrered, "Vou are welcome; but let 
me light the candle and rekindle the fiie, for you must 
needs be palsied with the cold." 

Now he hod, at his first entering in, wanned himself ' 
U the lire, which then bumed brightly, and alter scattered 
■he brands, to deaden it, so it mighl give no light, for 
which same reason be nowise desired to have the c«ndle 
lighted. Whereroie, kissing her tenderly and muttering 
divers broken and inarticulate words, ns he were drunken 
for love of her, he carried her to the bed and there, 
without speaking, lest he should be discovered, he for a 
good space amorously accomplished his every desire of 
the lady, lo the supreme delight of both parties. How- 
ever, whether it was that she took suspicion at the 
unwonted way of speech of the young man, who dared 
not apeak plainly, or that she perceived (he change of 
knife or whatever else was the cause, she determined to 
certify herself if she had lain with her wonted bver or 
with another and accordingly said, " I must e'en tight the 
candle and rekindle the fire, for the cold is great and 
I care not to abide without light." The young man 
answered her not a word, but, plucking up oonrage, 
prepared lo justify himself as best he knew, fully persuaded 
that, when the lady saw him, they would incontinent 
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come tu U»wi. Accimlii^ly, the uote and calling ihc 
cuulle, iclightetl i[ ; then. l4owing up Ihe emhcrs, the 
■d<le>l wuwl thccclo on *uch wix ihal ihc room became 
all l>ii);ht. Meanwhile, (he youth, feigning dnimineu, 
urctchcil hiniKlf (act ilowowanl on ihu twil and lay Ihus 
without ittiihng. 

The lolly, xrine him coucheil on (hit wiic, concluileil 
thai he had lievn overoime with tleep and that he 
ncedeil ml, Icing weaned ftit the |iut >.wink ; where- 
fare »he would tva nniutc him, Inil iiealeil hcrteir 1'y ihe 
fire, aeainsl he nhiiuUl awake, miHliiulMing of him none 
the lev. (hervfiir. I'rr'^nlly, herxx-ming every least delay 
WM an age anil urgeil liy the ta^pii-ion that irlivd her, 
ahe went uji lu the liol anil [ulting her hanlit im hii 
thiiultli'rii, thuok him tightly ami uiil, "Cp, iJu|x<>rd 
that lhi>u arl ', ThiM i<i no lime (or «lerp ; up. up, an>u<« 
IbjTNeU ' " The young man, come to thit pwa ami wetng 
that he might nn longer cunceal himwK. mailc ■ \bow 
of driiwunrrd arMl •trt'lchmg himicll, a* one whotc •Jeep 
b lirnkcn against his will, taiil, *' Alack, who is (here f 
Who waLi-th me?" Ami tumeil hii fare to Ihe Wiy, 
lulitiing hit ejev She knew him Kirthwiih aiMl Kring 
with whiKn she hail lain, aUxIr all ronliiunilcil and mution- 
ku as a >latur, unkitowing what to uiy ; whiKi the youth 
a)iTang up aiKl takir^ her in bit aimi. laid her, miite 
deail than ali*e, uimn the lied, fnfMlling her ami givir^ 
her store o( fair wonU 

At ihii juncture the maid. - hating Iwlike a mitvl to 
alerp, ftir that *hr still lay in Ihe Iwly's charolri. whrna* 
ahe was with hei liivrr. ami hadng to luut Ihe kry •>( 
the clinet, — ojieneil the ilia<r alKl entering, mm that thry 
hail itiit yel |iul off their cluthei ; whereu|aia, knowing 
nuthini of the cheat, "lluwau«r" quMh the. "What 
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do you that you undo yourselves not and get you to bed ? 
It is full time to go to rest ; come, I will help you 
undo yourselves.'* Wliereupon the lady, having somewhat 
recovered herself, replied, weeping bitterly, ** Woe's me» 
sister, I am betrayed. See in whose arms I have lain ! 
Alack, wretched woman that I am, I shall never more 
^ be glad in this life ! I shall never more be a lady nor 
dare to go abroad in public again ! " The maid, hearing 
this lamentation and knowing not to what end her mistress 
used such words, drew near the t^^'ain and recognizing the 
youth, was like to cry out ; but, remembering her that 
she might be heard of her master's kinsman, she contained 
herself and fell to weeping and lamenting passing sore 
in company ^ath the lady. 

The young man, who still held the weeping and woe- 
begone lady in his arms nor, for all her struggles to win free, 
had ever chosen to let her go, comforted her and kissed her, 
despite her resistance, soothing her with a thousand fondling 
tricks and saying, ** Sweet my soul and heart of my body, 
fret not yourself neither take it in ill part that that which 
I have never, for all my long and faithful ser\'ice, availed to 
obtain of you, my life, I have made shift to achieve by dint 
of craft and practice. Say not, dear my mistress, that you 
have l)een betrayed by me, but blame rather Love, who hath 
so sore enkindled me for you that He hath left me no rest 
day or night. He it is who taught me the way hither ; He 
brought me to this place and He alone hath been mygvide 
and my leader. Vou know well that it is more than five 
years since I became enamoured of your rare beauties and of 
your pleasantness and fair fashions and that I spent a great 
part of my youth in ensuing you day and night, without 
getting of you even a kind look. And although I still found 
you hard, cruel and contrary to my wishes, nevertheless I 






wu ncvei Mimd tiom taj cotMuil putpuc, taj, ralbn 
meucoMd mjr love will wumI and ptn houil]' C'^alei. 
Wbcrdbre 1 look do heeil unto ■ught die day or night nor 
ever occupied my Ihooghti wilh olberwhat ihan mrking 
Ihe nwam ami the manner bow I might avail to gain your 
favour, Ibal *o ny moM tiillei [xuns, my grievom Inrmentt 
and Ibe pamgi of bell which diil to miierably consume me 
might be apficucd ami 1 might find loaie lolaccmcnt tat 
■o aii{;uiihfu] a life. And fur thai I coukt not dot mi^it 
concrtl io great a fire ai (hat which iheie ynur fair cyca," 
»o laying he kiuni her on the eyei, "these eyes, 1 uy, 
kirwlled in me, the devouring flames »huwed thenuclves ia 
me on surh wise thai yiiuf hushand Inamc aware thereof 
and lirgan to lie sure misiiiiulitfui of me and to mntcnc with 
me no longer i nay, whenas he saw mc, be lumnl aivilber 
way. Whcreliire I, who wiiulil rather itir than lie Io ynti 
(be occasion of any anwiy. forlnre lo set fiiot in this your 
quajtci, that I mi|;bl not ail<i lUipieion unto that which yoor 
consort had alreaily cunceiveil. On like wise in church and 
at entenalnmenls aiMl balU 1 eonlenteil myself wilh leviac 
you ami aftei lidooli m)ielf otbrrwhitber ; whereof you mtot 
have Inn very well aware. Nay, liclike you ihot^hl ihaU 
I was mi RXHe your servant ami tbal I bad put off the 
immenx love 1 liore ynu, like a gaimeni ; Iwt y«u wrK 
all'igetbei mislaken, for Ihal my Ime, hi from Iwing 
quenchiil, was not even anywhil c»ileil : wbereftire, availinf 
not, Inly miiw, lo see you liy <lay, I came every night lo 
kmli upm the walls of your home ami )*i»c<l ihcougit 
yiiui Mreel nine or ten times. A thumaml limes, whcnaa 
I knew yi'ur husland lo lie in Ihe ciunlry, [ fell the diow, 
111 see if it were shut or mil, with intent lo Irtake nie lu 
ynui chamber and if I liiuDd il open, lo enter therein arKl 
beacccliyoy tuaucb puipoae that yuaiboHU bavecumpaMiun 
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of mc; but the occasion never served me. And fior that 
I knew another to be dearer to you than mj^self and that you 
had vouchsafed him your love and caused him oftentimes 
come to you by night, I kept such strait watch upon him 
and so diligently noted your doings that I chanced at last 
upon the occasion which I so greatly desired. 

This night, coming, as of my wont, to look upon the walls 
of your dwelling and being before the door, I hmrd steps and 
not to be known or seen of the new-comer, withdrew bdiind 
your load of hay, which standeth in the street, thinking to 
wait till he should pass by; but he, whenas he came over- 
against the door, gave such and such a signal, whereupoo 
thb maid here came to the lower window and told him that 
a kinsman of your husband was come hither this night and 
was not yet gone to bed ; and so I heard all she said to himu 
Wherefore I bethought myself to try my fortune and see if my 
design might succeed to me ; the which, thanks to Love, 
hath l)etided me, and you, whom I have still desired far more 
than the light of mine eyes, have Ixren in my power. Marry, 
mistress mine, it cannot be that what hath been done should 
turn again and l)e undone ; and if you lie as sage and prudent 
as you are fair, you will calm yourself and consider how 
much ill may betide, an you chotise to abide obstinate and 
in this choler wherein I see you, for that I purpose not 
to depart hence without your favour; wherefore, heart of 
my body, accept me for the true and loyal se^^•ant I have 
ever been to you and if you desire to prove my faith, make 
all such assa)'s thereof as you may, for that you will still find 
me far prompter and readier to obey you than you can be to 
command me." 

In fine, he contrived to plead his cause with such eloquence ♦ 
and |>assion that the lady at last made peace with him 
and both of one accord put off their clothes and betook 
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ihcnutlvM Ir> Iwd, where they alejil little, giving ihetntetTCi 
ihc Imt time in thi- wriclil. The lotty hail mightily pleaml 
(he yining nun anil he >«iuittnl hiniwlf m valiantly in 
the lilling-ticlii lh>l she liccame unmciihal enkinlled for 
hitn. Meanwhile the majil, at hcl minlrcK'a dciire, licliiok 
hcrvrir til rcM ami the ynuth't nemntt, nol foi(^(ting ibe 
hay, nil nxiner saw iheir nuu-lrr adtnittnl into the houw 
than ihi-y *)>)ilie<j iheniKlva In the IfMul and carried it 
■II hirnie, al tereral journeys in the kocki. Ry amt hy, 
(he luly't 'i]<l liivcT relumci! and made Ihe UEnal, Inil Ibe 
maiil. kmiwing the lixlgmcnl lakrn, tumeil a deaf ear lo 
him J whcrrrnre, min|> that none i.linrd, he nmclurled 
thai the prcMrnce of ihc huslanl't binkman hail hindervd 
her ciimini'. Bui the youlh't cairns* hail chan|>cil the 
laily'i hi-arl ; nay, vhll while Uic alaale alieil »ith him, 
*hc held him Uill in her arm* ani< havtnt; pnitcd htnr 
much imire wiirth he wan than the nther, m>lvnl In he 
ever hit. ArrmdinKly. ^'■'' '""ncr ricinir lumnt to kindnl 
lote, the tiwik new urder wilh him fur the divreel rnjiif' 
mcnl of Ihrii lnviH aiul aflcr, AivtinE mram t» ciruae 
hcrwif til the ixher, iptve him hy her maid li> understand 
thai it wv no hinf>rr laiuililc Ut ihrm In fiirr|^lhc( 
tii|;elher. Thus, then, the ilixrecl laily, havini; |itiivr<l tbe 
line ithI ihc iilhrr, rbvc unlii him whiim ihe drrmeil ibe 
iliiuehtirr ami Irtler'W'irth of the twain, aiul the Iww 

riKunl and yet cnsucth thai hi* Intr, iiften lau^hin^ with the 
la<<y liver ihe fonunale cheat. 
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to i^t tibitu Utolantc Sortomca of JFbtmct 

giccting. 

If women, of what degree or age soever they be, whenas 
they are required by men of aught other than honest, knew 
how much this title of honesty importeth unto the feminine 
sex, how worship-worth it is and how lovesome and predoos 
it rendereth them in men*s eyes, they would not, forsooth, be 
so compliant and so ready to give themselves for a prey onto 
men as they are oftentimes seen. Yet should they know, 
both by hearsay and by reading and oftentimes, to boot, by 
cases which daily betide, that women without number have 
been du^xxl through having overlightly believed and that men 
in general desire as many women as they see and are never 
or ver\- rarely content with one alone ; yet all day long they 
thrust their heads into the net and run to their manifest ruin, 
even as the moth, lured by the brightness of the flame, 
fleeteth to its certain death. Nor, methinketh, is otherwhat 
the cause of this than that many are blinded for lack of wit 
and others, flattering themselves that or by their beauty or 
by other means they may avail to bind men and hold them 
still in subjecticm, find themselves far out in their reckoning. 
Not thus aforetime did your ever- to- l)e-com mended and 
honoured to^-nswoman, the most noble Gualdrada, who 
accounted it far more to have this title of honesty than the 
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put ami bvinif iiT Oiho the Third, Kn)|icrnr <>f Rinne.' 
The whkh, ax it bcliilcd,— ihe ni>l>lc. jruune uul pruvident 
caplain Sii^m Muco Antoniu Oilonna, In-ing, >f(ct the 
ilcfcai inflktcil upiin Signui lUitohmiea Ltvumi ■■ Time 
han Vinccnio, kil)^ in the vcnerahle coDvent of Santa 
Muia Niwvlb, — t'n Scloiitaiui Uitonii-nipo, doctor in 
ihcoliicy am) pri«r »f (he saict conveni, relalcil in hU pmence, 
■fwl [be >t-iiy a|i|icarin|; In nie utinthy of clcnul renicnil>r>nce, 
I have wrillcn it duwn, an you kc, and clcilicalcil it tu your 
name. Ami how ccmlil I licilei lv«ii>w ii ihan li> dcilirate 
the ifencriiu^ aclinn <>f one n>ai;naDiiii>ius vir^n unti> another 
n-> li-w virtuiiUK anil nia£iuniin>iui, »uch a> ynu arc t I'cr- 
KVerc, ihtn, arul )•: cimiilanl in i-iisuini; the loail u|B>ti which 
yim have i-nlemi, for that oery ilay the li.irc nf virtue will 
■ ai in y<iu ami that of «:'■■■' It'Hen, which letli-rs lieinc 
UMil. as you use Ihcm, will ictulci yuu imtDurlal unlu fuluic 
aeev tare you irelL 



C^t £izlttnl!) £lni. 



TlIK KMl'KKtm OTHll TIIH THIRD I.dVKTll 
t;iAI.I>K.\J)A. \VITHt»VT BKIN<; I.liVKI) OF 
IlKK, AM) MAkklKTH HtR HONufkABLV. 

Y<iu weie uyine. illiutrioui tit, thai it lermcth tn ym ■ 
hard tnatlci f<>> ■ prl, icing lulicitol l<y an enamnurol aod 
iille yuuth ami ilaily iin}>>tlun(il «ilh fri<|uenl tncudKn, to 
n>i>l. ami I an^vi-rcil you thai, alth-Hj^h imlce<l I rould not 
deny that it waa a nullcr of ».ric difhiully, yet I ateriul lu 
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you that none, whether man or woman, need do ai:^t 
except insomuch as he or she wisheth, so but the person in 
question be resolved. And for that I promised to tell you a 
goodly story to this purpose of an adventure which befdl one 
of our gentlewomen in this most noble city, I will, now that 
you are unoccupied with matters warlike, briefly recount it 
to you. Vou must know, then, that the Emperor Otho the 
Third, on his return from Rome, where he had with the 
most solemn pomp been invested with the imperial crown by 
the Supreme Pontiff, Gregory the Fifth, halted in this city, 
all Tuscany being then subject to the emperor, who had 
committed the governance thereof unto Hugo, Marquess of 
Brandenburg, his cousin, a man of singular integrity and 
high in esteem with all classes. 

Being there on St John Baptist's day, who is the patroo 
of Florence, and attending mass in that Saint's church, 
whither all the city had flocked, he saw a very fair damsel of 
marriageable age, the daughter of Messer Bellindone Berti 
dei Ravcgnani. Now this damsel had the name of being the 
fairest, the lovesomest and the most charming girl not only 
of Florence, but of all Tuscany, and whithersoever she went, 
she drew unto herself the eyes of all who were there. When 
the cmj>eror l)eheld her, he was mar>'cllously delighted with 
her favour, the which so please<l him that, what while he 
abode in the church, he still kept his eyes fixed upon her 
fair face and inwardly considering now this part of her, now 
that, and supremely commending them all, he became little 
by little, without perceiving it, ensnared by the pleasance of 
the sight and waxed more enamoured of her manifold charms 
than l^ehoved unto the majesty of so great a prince. The 
more he viewed her, the fairer she seemed to him, more 
by token that he still descrietl in her some new beauty, 
which he had not before observed. Divine service ended, to 
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the ciMcding chagrin of the emperor, who would bin havt 
h^ it lul all ilay. ihc claniiel Hciarlal wilh her nimponioiu 
and Othi) on like wue retumeil lo hit palace, where, the 
taUei licinfi laul, he ul down to meal, Iwl ale liille oc 
nuthinc, having hii every thought *o intent upim the jruung 
liily'i channi thai he cmilil lake he«<l unlo noughl elie. 
Wherefore, fcelinK himkcir enkindled on luch vi>c that 
himiecined impiiuUe even lo alnte, far leu lo igucnih, the 
flamet uf love, be alwde tore diwrdcred and knew mit what 
lodo. 

Meanwhile, he charged a iruxy chambetlain of hi* enquire 
whote ilau|;hlcr the wai, Riving him the parlirulari of bet 
a)i)>arel an) of ihe place which the orcupini in the church. 
The chaniticclain ilid hi* errand diligrnlly imi K>U);hl lo 
>urh effect ihal he ilisriiveieil the name of ihe ^irl'i father 
ami lepiiricl it In the cni|"cror, wbi>, en<iuiring .jf the 
gentleman 'i cindition, learneil that he wax of very nolile 
family, IW pur and ihallow-witleil ; wherefore, lieing 
loath to uic any manner of violence, he rew>lveil, after much 
Cinuileralion, lo icek to com)>aia hit inlenl l>y meana 
uf ihe father. Accorilingly, he tent for him one day lo 
the palace and causing every one avoid the chamlier. would 
have him teal himself l>y hit tide, allcil he demurrni amaia 
lo <lii it ; then, ughing, he lm|uke him ihui, uying, " V'oa 
muti e'en know, Meuer Bellincione, that all mm are 
nalurally prone lo Ime ami thai, Iw il vice or virtue, ihii 
inclination i* an inlirmity whiih ipuelh none ami veielb 
all, flit there i* no heart, lo it le Ihal of a man, l-ut uiona 
or lalcr (celeth the |>ricki of love. If you lixik it ikacrcd 
hitt'-ry, yM will hnd Samtun, the ttmni^i, DivhI. the 
bolieiU, anil S>li>mon, the wImM, of men, lo have lievn 
all marvel li>u<ly tulijeet unto kn-e. If you read ihe Koman, 
the Uitek and Mbei luilun», bow Buny aws will jraa 



not find who have loved beyond measure ! Coesar, the fint 
founder of the Roman Empire, to whom all the world 
submitted, was the slave of Cleopatra, who came near 
to make Mark Anthony go mad for love. What did Mas- 
inissa? How did Hannibal comport himself in Apulia? 
Nay, I could tell you of many other most illastrioiis men, 
captains, kings and emperors, who bared their bosoms 
to the flames of love and ensued the amorous standard ; 
but I doubt not but all this is as manifest to you as to 
me. \Mierefore, assured that you are a man who have 
loved in your youth, I will not blush to discover to yon 
my own sentiments and make known to you my supreme 
desire and after require you of such aid as may afford 
some solace unto my ilL Indeed, had I not this confidence 
in you, I should feel myself so resourceless^ that in truth 
I should no more know what to do ; but I am fain to believe 
that I shall find in you indulgence, compassion and hdpu 
You must know, then, not to keep you longer in suspense, 
that I love your daughter far more than mine own self. I 
have striven, inasmuch as it was possible to me, to expel 
this passion from my heart, but in vain ; wherefore I find 
m>'self reduced to such a pass that, without your daughter's 
love, the end is come of my life. I might, indeed, have 
done such things as you may conceive for yourself to have 
her, but I desire that all be done secretly ; wherefore I 
have had recourse unto you, who, I know, can (so but 
you u-ill) fully satisfy me, the which an you do, it shall 
be the cause of your greatness and of hers. " 

Messcr Bellincione, hav-ing heard the emperor, thought 
his fortune made, since so great a prince was enamoured 
of his daughter, and without overmuch consideration, replied 

* Scomtijiliato ; but qmure in mistake for sccnwlaio, disconsolate ? 



10 him thin, oyinc, " Matt angint 1117 lord, be of Good 
heut, for my ilaughln thall Hill tic ■! faat comimniltncDt. 
I will gu «|<cak wiih het u»l do tin (uch wi»c thai I tkall 
tbunly Iwini; you EUixl newi." The em]irnic mlnxlc liryoCMl 
(Dcuurc rejoiceil «1 10 ample ■ prumitc and Bcllinciune, 
teturning humc, called his daughici into hii chuntici and 
uiil lo her, "Uualdnuia," for Hich wai the girt't naste, 
" I bdng ihce Eixid rKw* ; fiw ihou muil know that the 
ein|>enir, u he halh (old me with hit own muulh, h 
enanHiiircd of thy channi utd will, m tbou »bow ihywlf 
omiilaiunt unlo him, make (bee a greal lady, Thon 
aeot that, altbnu(;h we are gentlcfiilk, we arc pxir ; God 
•cndeih 111 fiiriiine; let ui know bow (0 uke it." Tbe 
ptouil anil virtuous dunicl luffcred not her gncclcw Mhct 
Id Kiy mote, Iwl, Inllameil with juM dixlain, "TheD," 
qiuilh ihe, "you would make a whore of me, ere I be 
a wife I MarT7, lhiiu|;h I were manicd ami you Inpoke 
mc of thi9« I would not hearken lo you, and thall I 
hearken, Iwin); a virgin' Gud forfcntl thai eier man 
alive, an if nut he who iball espouse mc, shuuhl guaew 
me ! <!» and Impeak me no mure of this." 

The filhei aU'le all conliHinileil and daretl say do 
more to heri then with ibis >e)>ly he returned, mtc chap- 
fallen, to ihe nni>ervr, who, hearing tlualdrada'i lage and 
vinuoui answer, wai beyond measure duconv>laIe and 
bIjuIc a pTetly while as be were ■ nuulJe slaiue rather 
ihan a live man. Then, ret'olving in himself (he magnani- 
mous moluiion of thai chastnt virgin and inwardly cum- 
mending i( kilhoul cnl, be said lo her father. "1 hare 
delerniine<l, li)'n>n<{U('ringni)vlf ami aul'luing my rcliclliiiv* 
|a*i-<ns, lo show the world thai, like as I know how lu 
•nerconie others, even Ht do t know lo overcome m)iclfi 
wbcttuf Ibe luvc I bare bunie and UmU Mill Leu yuui 
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daughter shall bear the sorest witness." Accordingly, he 
called his privy chamberlain and said to him, "Guido,'* 
for such was his name, " we purpose to give thee a wife, 
such as we would choose for our own son. Thou shalt 
espouse the dau^ter of Messer Bellindone here and we 
will give thee to her dower Casentino and many other 
castle wicks of ours in Val d'Amo.** 

Therewith he sent to summon all his barons and the 
gentlemen of his court and Messer Bellindone brought 
thither the £ur and virtuous Gualdrada; whereupon the 
emperor, having made known unto all hb love and the 
virgin's prudent and wise reply, drew from his finger a ring 
of great price and gave it to Guido, who then and there 
espoused the fair Gualdrada therewith. The grant of the 
promised dower was that same day made out and the 
emperor still called himself Gualdrada's knight ; moreover, 
whenas she was espoused by Guido, he kissed her on the 
brow and commended her to God nor would ever again see 
her. From Guido and Gualdrada sprang two most illustrious 
families, one of the Counts Guidi and the other of the Counts 
da Puppio, who long held the seigniories given them by the 
emperor in Val d'Amo and Casentino. They were after, in 
the time of Filippo Visconti, Duke of Milan, expelled from 
this our commonwealth and some of them retired into 
Romagna, where they founded the family of the Counts of 
Bagno, who are nowada}-s possessed of many castlewicks in 
the parts of Cesena. 



iBanoello 

td t||t moft iHaftTiottf •risnioi JSignoi Cttmim 
2l»mta Gntting. 

Allril, magnanimoui tcii^niiii Tninc, il it iliily rmlilr, lijr 
the many chiiim whtrh IkIuIi-. Imiw giinaly IhoK huilaixi* 
ilKcivc ihemwlvr^ ohn, tciffninj; ihe l<nre of their wnldeil 
vivo, (iilliiw aflrt ibine of uthet men, you nuy nalbeku 
more euily a)i)iieheml it fnini ■ novel which t MT'itc. many 
il>)'i «(;i>ne, whcnu 1 wu al Konic, anil which I now 
conaccmic uniii your nanie. Nor i-lniuUl Ihal lie accounleil 
■ ll■^'>■;r emir which wnmm coniinit. whii, [lereeirin^ that 
ibcit hu>ljoni)v i<i >\vut Ihe bouKhuhl gnt, rk alioui in 
i)Kn<l otiirr Uittk't, px>il, tlwly with all ihrir wit to |ihnt 
ihe >tJ4;'s'hotn crot on ihi-ii linm«. for that, liLc i« (he 
huilamli nwril eicmlini; i^at hlame (>« IwcaLini; the 
maiti>i;e vow, even ki »re wiven ■lewnini; of t;riei'i>ui 
chiitiwment, Hh» Imay their conwin* wilh a itiin to 
aUiniirulde ainl <ti shinicful in ibe cyet of ihe worM. ik-ini; 
one il4y, ilurini; the ri.-i|;n ■■( l'o|ie Julius ihv Src-mil, at ihe 
ratlle tj Sani- AnKcIo in Kome, whiihei I ha.l K-ne (o 
lie^i^ak the very IcariKtl anrl inKcnioui Mevicr Siinmi-mlii 
<la K.Ji|:n'w the l*>|ii.-V wielar]', ..f a ccrlain Im^iirv., I 
fouiHl ailh him Mi.-.w( liuti Ebilli'.la Almxliirxi, a n>an 
o( Irarnini; aik>l wctelary unto Mon>i|;n>it Oliveto Ciralta, 
Canlinal •■/ Naiilci, and alb« gentlemen, amongu Ibe mt 

vut. L 16 
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my moEl affable friend Signer Angelo del Bnfelo, and Ihey ' 


talke<I of a husband who had that day killed bis wife, having 


found her with a courtier. Signor Angelo, saying that the 


husbtind in question had shown himself better advised than 


another Roman of whom he bad beard tell, was prayed by 


the olhei 


junl the case and would have 


e«eused 1 


Ihe cireuinslances were some- 


what a 


diano said thai Ihere was no 


hum 


ing ot in heaikening Lo things 




lien, but that the harm lay in 


doing 1, 1 


related the sloiy. And for that 


it Cham 


af my lord your father of blessed 


neOMM] 


ly&elf to dedicate il to you, so it ^M 


imm^ 


the others, more by token that ^M 


KlMV' 


of your public occupations, (fca ■ 


ttaiyt 


of all Europe on youi bands) H 




Uo, whom you so loved wluler& ^| 


But why say i , . — 


very ceilain thai your love for ^ 



e is even as ii was in Milan, as well for the kinship which 
is between your most illustrious house and mine own, 
through Madam Adomina, daughter of Signor Prospero 
Adomo and wife of Ihe worshipful doctor and knight Messei 
Giovanni Antonio liandello, my uncle, as also because you 
know bow much I love, honour and revere you. Fare you 
well. 



C1)t £(bniUnitl) JStng. 



FAL'STINA AND CORSKLIA. L.\DIE.S OF ROME. 
TURN HARIXJTS AND BV I'RACTICE REGAIN 
TIIKIR HUSBANDS' FAVOUR. 

Since Si|:ni>r Cian Iblliila AlmiulUnn reauurclh me ami 
Tclicvrth me nf ihc fear I hail <>{ Icinf; l-lamol. I HJII Icll 
yiMi, Bcmlpmcn, u Ivirtlini I may, hi)w \m,t Ruman bilin 
niinl khimi-fully rnlreatcil their hiuljanili ami hi>w, havinf; 
licrn c>inTiiii>n grinimtcii in Ihc Miiit. ihry were after 
aci.v|itcl liy ihcin Inr t^>i<l atnl chaste, wnh ihc jarticular* 
wln'riiif t Ha», iIicm; iiuny iU)i atf'""^- >"iuainlr<l liy m 
cicilil'lc [vrvin whii kiicw llic «hi>le c<iimily. Y<>u must 
know, thtri, ilui, in ihc (■uililk-alc <>f Alc^amlei the .siiih, 
llH're«as;it K-hiic a ■•■wn«man calleil Marcii Ant->ni«. «h», 
licint: }a<Mni; rich in laii-U an<l hiiik, tmiL (<> mile cme 
Fau-tinj, a Liilr 'if the unic city. M wealth an>l linca|^ 
Oitif'itinal-le t<i hit imn, hul rraflicr sihI more a<Ivi-n(uri>u* 
than t-eM.-rm<'th um<> a Human. Nn gjrU while alter, 
Marrn AniiMli'i chaiircl ti> c^|iy a yun); la<ly marrivl lu 
UMiChrT citiirn an>l accnunlnl ••ite i>( ihc lairr«t Wimicn 
U her <lay at Rirnic, Iwl \Yry litlle h>ve<l of her hiolanil t 
anil ii» v'inrf iliil he wl c>n iin her ihan he Inanic 

KUHeii-'l hiinieir li> 1w ui caiiicil away hy hi> taven»Uk 'I'i^- 
lite Ihal lie act hU *lH>le bcall ujvn bcf ami hntiMx-tncil 
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he might not live without her sight Accordingly, casting 
aside all other concern, he occupied himself with this 
alone, passing oftentimes before her house and continually 
fre()uenting the church whither she went ; and presently, 
himseeming he was well enough seen of her, he laid strait 
sic^e to her i/tith letters and messages ; nor did this 
suffice him, but being very rich, he studied to mould 
her to his \vishes by dint of gifts befitting a lady of 
higher rank than herself. 

After awhile, the young lady, who was called Cornelia and 
who had as yet made no sign, sent to him, saying that, were 
he not married, she had l)een ready to do his every pleasure 
and would have abandoned her husband (who was a brawler 
and a man of lewd life and recked nothing of her, but all 
day long squandered his substance on shameful wise about all 
the brothels in Rome) to flee with him whithersoever he would. 
Marco Antonio, having gotten this answer and blinded with 
love of the lady, bethought himself to slay his wife and 
flee with Cornelia, but first to sell all he might and get him 
a good sum of money, wherewithal to live. Ha>-ing con- 
ceived this fell design and stablishe<l himself therein, he gave 
Cornelia by a messenger to know of his resolution, promising 
her that he wouUl never abandon her and would carry i^ith 
him such a store of monies and jewels as should suffice them 
to lead a merr)* life whereassoever it pleased them. This 
was pleasing to Cornelia, fain as she was, falcon-wise, to fly 
free, and she signified her mind to Marco Antonio, who, 
hearing this, gave out, the better to provide himself and to 
have more colour for selling his gear, that he had a mind to 
turn merchant and to go with certain Genoese into S)Tia. 
Accordingly, he fell to selling, to-day one thing and 
to-morrow another, making goo<l cheap of all, to be the 
sooner despatched, and would fain have had Faustina his 
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wife lell certtin vincyud* uid Diher UmU thit tbc had, twl 
*he wouki niiwiic ccmKnt l» ilu iL 

There »«» then U wharf in ihe Tilier a pretty Isg Caialui 
ihi|i, waiting lul f»r weslbn to kI lail, which Marcu 
Antiinio lcarninE> he determineil to lairy no longer alnul 
the matter and adveniKii Cnmelia ni hit purpoie, to ihe 
mi^ht 1v |ire{urc<l to carry into effect that which hail licen 
concerteil between them. Hawi-ver. the me»enger who 
cankr and went lietween the two liKren, [iwr I»ril (mkI 
pcmiiliinf; not that turh wicked ilnii^i ^nild alt-if^lheT 
uroeed) tniiveii l>y intcnw jiity, (irivily |^vc Faustina wainin|[ 
of Ihe whiilc iJol. When *be heard hi>w he» huidianil Miu|;ht 
til «by her ami flee with Cumelia. «he wm riileil with fear 
■nil astonimenl ami atiale a [piuil while ai the were rather 
a marlilc Malue than a live wmnan ; then, reccirrrini; hrr\elf 
•oRicwhal, Um ihiii>k iilT her atTri|;ht and Kcinf- thai ber 
hi»lianii wa* mimleil to kill her, not Tut any default that 
ihe hail cier commilteil a|^in%t bim, lul only Ua Ibt ar<Unl 
wvl lu<(trul lore which he Uire Cornelia, ibe thankeil the 
■neviencer a* mra die might and filleil hit hand with 
BHiniei. aiuurini; him that the wiiulil never helray him am) 
jirayini; him mml instantly Mil In fail In let her know 
iSe lime "f departure, wherru|>>in he |ir«miKit [nunctuall)' 
lo ailvite ber tif all. Tbe man p-nt, Caimina la^*" '" 
cnc|uire inln her huUdnirs itnintp an>l Hvinf- Ibal he v.ld 
to-day a ftci<t ami tomnmiw a vineyard ami wnuhl ha\c 
hail her «rll her own ntate^ held all that hail l«m l-lil 
ber fur true i wheref-ire, IhinLii^; in ojijio^e lo her huilaml't 
mine a cinintermine. Ote privily a^ml with an eirellent 
wiHiil wiirker 111 make her an ima|^ ■/ the name IiigneM 
•a heruir ami fa>hi>«e<t on wch wik that the tkin of a 
ticaM wai very dutcly fitted thereunto, and to thii, having 
leaviicd Ibc eaact lime at which ber haUand purpgaed lu 
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kill her, she made fast certain bladders full of a thick red 
liquid, that should pass for blood. 

She was used in summer to lay herself on her bed at noon* 
tide and sleep an hour or two, and it was then that her 
husband thought to slay her. Accordingly, the time come, 
she repaired to her chamber and laid in the bed the image 
she had let make, on such wise that it seemed her very sdf 
asleep, having first made certain cords fast thereto, so she 
might shake it at her pleasure, when hidden under the bed. 
Then, having made ready all that she purposed to cany with 
her, to wit, what soldiers call sleeve-gear, * and telling the 
serving-women that she was minded to sleep, she shut the 
chamber- windows and hid herself under the bed. Presently, 
Marco Antonio came home and hearing that his wife slept, 
sent t¥ro women who were in the house upon divers errands 
which behoved that they should be two hours abroad, having 
first rid himself of such serving-men as he was used to keep^ 
This done, he betook himself to the chamber, where he 
believed his wife to be asleep, and entering as softliest he 
might, saw, as he thought, by the little light which came 
through the oi>en door, the lady Ipng prone upon the bed. 
Accordingly, putting out his left hand and laying it on the 
image's head, he drew a poniard and plunged it v^ith all his 
might into the thing's loins. Faustina, who ^"as under the 
bed and felt the shock, pulled the cords on such wise that 
the image shook all over ; whereupon Marco Antonio, think- 
ing his wife would have arisen, dealt it a second stab and 



1 Rc6a da maMt'ca, matters of great worth and little balk, that one 
may carry in one's sleeve. The loose, hanging sleeres of the time 
were, as in the East, much used as pockets ; see post (Part the Third, 
the Story of Pietro, the Venetian apothecary's son, who mnrdeied 
his aont for her money) for an instance of this custom. 
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picmil it ihrnu|>h uiil Ihrough. The fini itroke inaile Ibc 
rcil lii)uid fliiw aliundantly and ihe tecoad likeoiic ; whrte- 
fore, fcclioii; Ihal hu wile no lonf^ roovcd antl thinkini; to 
carry hci awjy, be lixik the image and cut il inlu a cixn- 
Duiditjr which wu in (he chamlicr. Ele hod alrcadr auMcd 
Ciirnrlia letake hencif, cUd u a page, (o (he Mfi, on Ixanl 
which, hivine oerml with Ihe nuMcr, be had likcwiie mat a 
cbot wherein were all hii munieiand jeweiii; and ui, lucking 
the charrlier-iti'ii, he maile <iff (o the wharf. 

hauiiina, as umn a* the heant ber huiliaiKl puic, finlini; 
no one in the bouic, put tid' her Kuman clothes inil clail 
brnelf in a ciiurleian't hat>i(, which >be had reaily ; lh<-n, 
takine >urh lew monies a* Uw couhl lay hel hands on, 
(•■Hdhei wilh uinilry shift* and iitheT •.mail maden <>f hers 
the repiircil t« Ihe rivi-r-lonk and a^ced dn a [awa^ wi(h 
Ihe master i>f (he ihi|> wherein dimelia waa, feij^ini' (■> Ic 
>J Harrehma, the which «bc miKht lighlly dii, for thai Oir 
knew (he S|>ani\h limine eiceeiling welL She wa% very 
fail and yi-uni;; whcrrfiire, Icine in a cuurteun'i haliil ami 
pudini; iin the manners anil fashiiins of a Mrumjiel. she (ell 
III tertini; (Ihhc whii were in the ibip, I tnean not at Mttinc 
the taiU iir ihe like sailntly iiHien, tnit with (hiHC ciicnniiidi. 
liei whKh men nimni'inly leck iif wHtueni nay. whuoi wmild 
miKhl have her favmus tiir a |;rra( i iurf was the vrssel ytt 
cleai iif ihe Tilicr muuth ere the hail alrexly ridden civer 
fifleen |>*Iil 

As mm a> they were out iif the riTCT, they iteereil ftw 
Civila \'ccchia, iin iheit way (■■ (icnna, and •■> (bey uilnl 
lwi> days with very fair weatbei. Meanwhile Matc» Anliuiiu 
causcil I'litnelia al-iile la'hiw wilh the chest ami leein); Ihe 
ovenuuch familiaiily which Faustina usnl wilb tbc saihiis 
ami the |ias>«[|£crs aivl eyciii|; her Miailly, hinueeoieil Ute 
waa hia wiIe. Iluwrnrci, bewinK bn (till *pak S|iuii*b ami 




><- : l: ':. ■ I • '• ^v '(.'.-* ; ri- c -':;<.- L:r.w Ikf c>>r.r!i- t'> hire 
.V; : -N- ^ ■ ^. ;:, r^ '.vi. ii -w \,v i,..-! ^«.r\i- i hi> ssi;V \s::h hi> 
«.\s:i i...i.i, lie t''K ncr for a K»»:iKin Cv>iirlc/a!i ariii \u\d a 
mind to try how she could troL Accordingly, he accortcd 
her and would have kiMed her ; bat die with a ^cqr item ak 
gjkre him a shore with her hands in the bnMt and 
from him angrily* a^fin^ **Get thee to the gBllof«% : 
thatthonait! How darest thoa aoooat any 
evershemaybe,haTingslain thy wife? God 
from heaven to bom thee I Had I an handnd 
commodities fer men% phaiuw and shoaUst thm 
gjve me all the treasoie of the woild and make 
I would not oblige thee with one of them. Thon haddsit 
a yoong lady to wife at Rome, noble and vcqr feir» and to 
p ie aeuie another woman, wiio hath a hnsband, thon madsat 
thyielf her butcher. As I pasaed thioq^ thy street, on mif 
way to the ship, I saw moch people in thy hoose and heard 
a great outcry ; whereupon I entered, in company with mtmf 
othen, and saw thy bed all fan of blood. It is tne ikf 
wife% body hath not yet been fidond ; bat have no fear, filthy 
cor that thou art, for God will punish thee. Begone to dm 
devil, may he break thy neck for thee, and get thee oat of 
■qr ai^it, thon worthless knave.** These woids the said 
Uf in Spanish and half in Italian, speakmg m tfaoae finm 
beyond the mountains use to do, wbenas they woold ^eak 
Italian, and he, hearing this rebuke, abode all aghast and 
ooii fawnded . 

They were near Porto Venere,* where thej thnoght 
to take harbourage, when there aroae a forioos teaopcsty 
which drove them towards the land; wherefore, onahle 

" t^, DOT p6raOB« 

* At the eatnnce of the Gslf of SpcuU. 



11 4eeT fvc ihe port ami fearing tu break U]»n toaie ruck, 
(hey (Iclcnnineil, fur ihe taxing ot iheit liv«, lu lighten 
(he tiup. AccoriliriKlr, the uilon fell lu lhti)win|> over- 
IkiuiI all the wateit and gear (hal came to their handa 
am) lirineini! on tieck packs lolei, chcali aiul what not 
uUe, toi>k, amongM (he re^t, Marco Antonio hii cbctt, 
lu cast il into the tea. Cornelia, who wax clad a* « 
nun, came on deck, crying out, and would have himlercd 
(horn frum (hnmring the chett urcrlward. Marco Anionk) 
alM ran (hither ; Iwt (he marinen, having mpec( unto 
nune and doing all fur (he prcixrvation of their lives 
cul Ihe chesi overbiiaril. and in the c<>nfu(i»n, Cornelia, 
dining to it with her banils, full wi(h i( into the hca. 
Tht ahi)i, driven by the wind, flew (hiuugh ihe walef 
a( lui'h a rale that none might Icnil her aiil, and the 
wrelchetl Marcvi Antonio in dei^iair was like lo throw 
himiielf uveilsNuil. However, teeing that Ibcie wai im 
help fur it, he re>igne<l himself at hot be mighl, nor 
dill the death of hit Cornelia conccfn him >o much •• 
the low of hii jeweU and mnniei, which were in the 
che^. They were ovcragaintl the protnontory, whioh the 
(ien-iew call C:ap> di Monle, when (hJi licfcll ami the 
wind that dnive ihcm shoiewani waxing Mrunger, the Jiip, 
aflci the uilon had laUwreil in vain to liring hrr head 
riHinil to leawafd, it tuck u}ii>n (he rtxki near Ka|ia]|a, 
twt on tuch i»tt that all on l»ard were utciI ; wlwrru|iu(ia 
all winning lo land, one look one way ami one amitho, 
a* u^dh to beliile in like U)i|>wreckiL 

l-'autiina. who csllal benelf t iiulia, Ulowed after Marco 
Antonio, to we what he ihnuld do, carrying with hei the 
few tmall matlcn Uie had tvought aUiard khi|>. Maico 
Anlonio, ftmling hiin%clf akbore, widiout a farthing in hia 
)iuckct| knew dM wbal lo ik> anl reauind, in bi> 'if-jTif. 
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to kill himself. Accordingly, to be quit of his misery, he 
made for a coppice on a neighbouring hill and there, 
thinking to be seen of none, took his girdle and garters 
and making a rope thereof, knotted it about his neck ; then, 
climbing a tree, he made the end fast to a branch and let 
himself drop ; but the rope, unapt to bear his weight, gave 
way and he fell to the ground, without doing himself any 
hurt. Faustina, who had followed him and hidden herself 
in a thicket hard by, came out of the bashes and began 
to give him the foulest rating in the world ; where up on he, 
seeing himself surprised, turned to her and said, " Fair 
damsel, since thou art come hither, prithee oblige me with 
one of thy veils, so I may hang myself withal, for I am re- 
solved to live no longer. " Was it not enough, kind sirs, that 
Faustina should see her husband reduced to such a plight 
that he craved rather death, though on shameiiil wise, 
than life, and that she should have cuckolded him, before 
his eyes, with an hundre<l vagabonds and rascal loons 
and made such mock of him as seemed good to her ? But 
she, not yet sated with vengeance, was determined to see 
him kick against the wind. Wherefore, hugging herself 
for j<n', ** rfailh, Roman,** quoth she, ** I am content to 
aid thee in this jxirticular, allteit thou meritest it not, and 
lend thee a cord to break thy neck withal, so thou ma)"st 
Ixjgone to the dcNnl's stead by such a shameful death as 
sorteth with thy villanies. " So saving, she undid her pack 
and gave her husband the cord wherewith it was bounden. 
He, with her aid, clinilied up into an oak and made the 
TO\ye fast to a branch ; then, making a noose and knotting 
it about his neck, he let himself drop with a xnolent jerk ; 
but the lx)ugh, which had seemed apt to support the 
greatest weight, broke suddenly in sunder and came to 
the earth, together with Marco Antonio ; whereupon his 
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wifi:, ta lcinni:nl him yet more, «aiil to him. iroilini;, " [.onk 
Diiw, niMralilc Kiinun, tn ihou l« hateful (u ihr whole 
wiirlil ; ft>> that, wbcnu Ihou winildst h>i^ thyself, the 
vtny ir«o ilintun lu lirar huch vile iuhI sliiniinalile curiiin 
w Ihnu art. Ju<t|:e, then, hciir ji it with thee. How much 
lielleT were it, liu'klns wretch that thou art. baW iboa 
<lrowncil thywif with thy ttnimprt, what lime nc were 
at sea." \Vhcteunli> ttie truly ill-fiwtuneit Marri> Anlimto 
antwcreil liet with tear* in hii eyes, nyiii);, " \Vh.ii un 
I to<l<>,r«r damKl.an I caiiotit avail iori.1 tny«clf <>f life? 
I am 1ie«i<le myMHf: I have kilteil my wife aiul U*-l my 
mittrcu anil my monies anil whaloieveT e]4e wai left me i 
I am an eiile from my country aiul an I m.iy noi i-x'aiic 
fioiii my miicry by ileath, what wiiuliiil thou have me 
do? W<iuM at the lcai.1 I hail a knife, for I houM toon 
KC an I ini|;hl avail to iipen thii vile lirca>t '. " 

Hi* wih. vtmemhat nrnvnl l>y these wocilt. mill In him, 
"Kinnui, (i"l Ik with ihee. let tiypuie^ lie liyifrincs ; for 
(here if no bcl)> (oi il. Nay. an I th<>u|;hl Ihou wuulclu 
change thy faJiinni and tie with me other than th>iu waiii 
with thy wife. [ wouki have )>ily on thee and (Hit tlier Mjch 
meant in hanil that thou aiul 1 ihiuld triumph tii|^lher.l 
ItuI I raiMliiuU me that, fiir eiery paltry wcnrli Ihnn 
niiuliliM e^i'y who thuukl anywi«e plcaiw Ihrr, Ihnc wouhlit 
leave me on ihc Uarlary nhalhiwa ami lielike ilo with me u 
ihiHi diiltl with thy wife. Thou K«tin>t lo ok ki vant at 
wit thai I know nil what lu Ihink of Ihee." "What will 
ihou haic me ito?" mnI Maioi Anloniii. " Il may t« Ihna 
will uy that lo me whieh will tauw me «|aic my life and 
forever aUdc inlitiilt-ly tiehoMen unto ihev." " Harkye. 
ihim," rejiiinol the laily, " I am Liiulia ul Baiccluoa and 
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was carried as a child to Rome, where so weD hath it 
betided me that I find myself posseswd of some hmidreds 
of ducats. An thou wilt swear to me to bear me good 
company/ I will put myself at thy disposition and we will 
repair to some dty herenigh, where thoa shalt let me out 
for hire and we will give ourselves the best time in the 
world. *• 

The plan seemed to Marco Antonio excellent and he swore 
to her whatsoever she might require, pledging her his faith 
that he would still be obedient unto her, and so they betook 
themselves in company to a village hard by, where, finding 
that they were very near Genoa, they resolved to go thither 
and there set up shop* and did so. I know not myself what 
to say of this devil of a woman.' How think you ? Did 
not she use her husband mighty cavalierly ? Marry, it shoifld 
have sufficed her to have played the common gamester 
aboard ship, without willing her husband to be her apple- 
squire at Genoa. God keep us all Irom women of her 
kidney ! They came, then, to Genoa and taking lodging in 
a brothel, set alx>ut earning their livelihood ; and I warrant 
you Faustina approved herself exceeding doughty of her 
person, being every evening rather wearied than sated.* 
This foul craft they plied many days, hersceming she i^as not 
yet sufficiently avenged of her husband. 

Now it came to the knowledge of Faustina's kinsfolk how 
Marco Antonio kept a certain Giulia of Barcelona at his call 
in a brothel at Genoa ; wherefore, his wife's bed ha\'ing 

1 Cke mi farai bwma compasnia^ i.e. to be a fkithfal friend and 
comrade to me. 

■ Sic Kpiantar bctiega). 

• Sic {diavolo di fentina). 

* An allusion to the famous passa^ in which Jurenal (Sat. vi. 130) 
describes Mestalina as '* Ussata viris, nee dam satiata." 
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bnn fbuml full of lilnul ami no Ufin of ber InHx uiil il Imng 
jmwtiveei areounlnl in a numner ccrlain thu he hail cirricil 
off Cnnwlia, no Mumn haii Ihcy gollen ihU neir« ihan ihry 
wenl to eiini|iUin to the p»pc, from whiim ihcy oNainol a 
Iwirf dJmleil lo the pnrcnior irf (Icnoa. Now Signrw 
A|p>Htini> A<l»mn wu ihrn Rovcmor of ihat city in Ihe name 
of IjHiiivico Sfi>tu, Duke of Milan, and he, )>eiim an 
eiccrilii^; ju*t ami pJilie man, ilelcrrainetl, on recciiM nf ihe 
apintolical Wief, ro put i( in exKulion. Now hi« lerrdaiy 
■w a lirt^man of hit own from <'i«lrllctln aiwl ha<l lieen 
many a time mrrinl home l>y Kau'kliiu, whom he knew aa 
Giutia of Harrrliina, lo lie with her. He, having vren ihe 
tirief, tulH t^iulla all and she. Ivinc liy Ihiit half.rr)>rni.-im for 
bei hiulanil'i laflerint^, rep-irleil it to hitn, nhercujxin the 
unha|>|iy Marco Anlonio gave himtclf up (nr hM ami knew 
ml whal to ilo ; Iwt 'ihr, unoillitii; to let him die on thli 
wise, %ai<l in him, " Marco Antonio, Ic of gooil couraj^, 
fur, an ihou do ai I liiil thee, all >hall go velL I hive many 
s lime heard thee tay ihal I am eicceiliri); like oT favour 
unto her who wa* ihy wife ; if (hit \k Irue. eipixiv me and 
tell me the namci of Ihy kimifnlk, ihal I may keep Ihcm well 
in mind; to laih ihou lie at-le, whcnai ihe lord cmcmot 
leniUth fur Ihee, lo say Ihal I am Kauitina ami ihat it ia 
U«-ful unto us to do (hat which moM pleatcih ui with 
our IvKlici." The latly'i cnuntel marvelloutly ptravii l>an 
Ihimlerheail ami he aecordins'T etnlitaced it ea^rly an) 
e«P'iuie<l her. 
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■ ani lor i>lrrH <if wcalbei; wherefore, 
la III becLibuud, ihey bad hcea reduced 
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to do as was known of alL In proof of this he earned calt 
his wife, who boldly presented herself and being examined 
apart, gave excellent account of the whole. Now there 
was a young man come from Rome, in charge of the brief, 
who was factor unto Faustina's parents and knew her very 
well He was summoned to attend the examination, and 
albeit the lady's haHt and the Ul life she had led had 
somewhat disfeatured her, nevertheless himseemed her 
fashions were those of Faustina; moreover, she gave so 
good an account of herself and of her husband, from the 
first day whenas he espoused her in Rome, that the hctor 
knew not what to object to her. Marco Antonio did the 
like, altogether conforming with that which was said of 
Faustina, and so they continued to gain their living with 
the sweat of their bodies. 

The having occupied myself with Marco Antonio and 
Faustina had well-nigh made me forget Cornelia, who, 
having fallen into the sea, clung to the chest and 
stablishing herself with her breast thereon, was, as her 
fortune willed it, cast ashore, more dead than alive, by 
the raging sea, near a hamlet of the Riviera di Levante. 
Now a giKKl woman was come down to the seashore, with 
her two young daughters, up>on certain occasions of hers 
and esppng the chest, perceived that there was a man 
thereby, for that Cornelia was clad like a man. Finding 
that she was alive and hearing from her that she was 
a woman, she caused her daughters take up the chest 
and carry it to her house, whilst she herself supported 
Cornelia thither. There, a good fire lacing made, Cornelia 
aUxle free * and not to be ungrateful to the good wife 

> Rrsfi libfra ; i.e. came to herself and found herself free or 
delivered from peril, libera being here used by ellipse for liberates 
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who had delivered her, gave her so much money that 
she avouched herself well pleased. Now she had clad 
herself anew in women's apparel with the clothes she had 
in the chest, so that, she being very fair, a boatman of 
the country began to wax private with her and made 
himself master not only of her person, but eke of her 
good ; but, as it often chanceth that a churl knoweth 
not a good thing when he hath it, he entreated Cornelia 
mighty scurvily and she accordingly cast her eyes upon 
a fellow of the same country, with whom she made off 
one day, what while the boatman was abroad, carrying 
her gear with her. Her new gallant, who bad neither 
house nor home, entertained her some days in one place 
and another of the Riviera, leading a merry life with her 
monies and spending without stint, and presently betook 
himself with her to Genoa, where after they hsd abidden 
five or six days, her fine friend robbed her of all her 
monies and jewels and made off I know not whither. 
The poor lady, finding herself alone and unknowing 
whither to turn, made shift to hire a sorry lodging near 
the public place and there abode, serving whoso required 
her; and being very fair, she began ere long to have 
such a press of custom that whiles she had no time 
to eat. 

Marco Antonio, hearing Cornelia extolled of all and espying 
her, as he passed thereby, knew her not again, but deemed 
her very fair. Now he chanced to have lent his wife to a 
gentleman, who had carried her off to his country-house 
at Terra Alba, where she abode well-nigh a whole week ; 
wherefore, having a mind to lie with Cornelia, he betook 
himself to her lodging and found her all alone in her chamber, 
for that one had that moment taken leave, having discharged 
his lading. Accordingly, he saluted her and laid himself 
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by her side, bat no sooner were they face to face than they 
knew each other and no little was the wonderment of both. 
Cornelia, overcome with feminine despite, turned to him 
with a stepmother's countenance and said, " Welcome, 
welcome to the butcher of his wife and the deceiver of her 
whom he feigned to love so dear! Presumest thou to seek 
aught of pleasure from me, whom thou sufTeredst eist cast 
into the sea, like vile ofiU ? Darest thou appear before me ? 
Begone to the devil, and may he carry thee off body and 
soul ! " Poor Marco Antonio studied as best he might to 
appease her, but could never prevail with her to lend him her 
mortar to make sauce, and so he went his ways, flouted by 
her. Marry, he was indeed unlucky, in that at one and the 
same time he had both his wife and his mistress in the stews 
and saw himself denied of both that which they gave to a 
thousand rogues and vagabonds for a trifle ; yet verily, there 
was no shame but well beseemed him, for that, being the 
husband of a ^dr and virtuous lady, he had, not content with 
her embraces, sought others and would e*en (as is commonly 
said) have l)etter bread than is baked of wheat. Algates, it 
cannot be said that Faustina deserveti other than blame, for 
that, whatever her husband might ofTer to do to her, she 
should not have turned from honest most dishonest 

Now Marco Antonio, recalling the jxisl lime, returned to 
his pristine love and Ixjcame more than ever inflamed for 
Cornelia; wherefore, himsecming that without her he was 
without life, he essayed by a thousand means to detach 
her from him who had her in keeping; but the latter, 
who made no small proBt by her, found means, knowing 
that he entertained a woman in the stews, to let her know 
how her man comported himself. Faustina, enquiring after 
the woman in question and Bnding her to l)e Cornelia, 
misdoubted her lest her husband should flee with her anew 
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uul heneeinio£ »bc wu minr luflicienily avenged of him, 
ilcletniineJ lu |iul ui cml to h> long and khamefiil a 
Ciimeil]!. Accurilin{r|y, ^e (autiil meani, liy say of ceiuio 
mcrchanti, lu write to an aunt of ben, who icai alilieu of 
a CDtiTcnl of hilly women at Kome and who, on icceipl of 
letlcrt frimi hci niece, whom the iboughl dead, did that 
which the Unci wiuiilic and wtulc lu M an:u Antonio, liiildinc 
him, flit hi> eiceeiliii|; gteal u<ie ami ailvanlage, betake 
himkclf (o Kitnic, clail ai a |iil|p'im, and viail ihe nunneiy. 
The Idler* were very urifcnl and Maicii Antonio knew Ihat 
ahe who wmle ihem wai a lady of eicelleni repute; where- 
fixe, having greal faith in the alilicw, wboie pnutence and 
aulhorily he had {irin'ed in many ihinp of mumenl, he 
deiermincil lo iiuii ihal hi* ihamcful Irade and leaving ihe 
Catalan woman ' lo her own device*, ti> carry Oimelii lock 
lo Kimic. Accordingly, he fnund mean* to have iiiecch of 
the latter twice nt thrice and lie*|KiLe her lo auch purpciae 
thai *he, desiiou* to ev3|<c from auch miKTici, al laat 
Ci>nacnle<l lo go with him lo Rome. I-'aiutina, who had 
het eye on him all day l»ng and knew the plot he hail in 
halrhing, feigned lienclf unaware of aughl thai he diil : and 
io Marco Ant'mio, having let make fvlmen' habili fue 
hinuclf and Cornelia, tel off wilh her one <lay ami fearing 
the chance* of llie ks, went overland, by the Kivicra di 
Levanle and Tiucany, to KoDlc. 

Kautiina, Ihal aaiue day, emiaukcil on board a liriganlioe 
tmund for Kome ami aniving iherc tuore than half a acixe 
dayi Ivfore Marco Antonio, lielcHik henelf tecrclly lo her 
aunt ihe alilicia, lijr whom khc wai lovingly receiveil and 
cairicil lo Iter own chamber. There, having im|iai1cd the 
mailer lo l«o of the oldeil u>icn, ibey wtuughl »a task 
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wise that in two or three days the nans perceived that the 
mother superior had some one in her cell, which gave rise to 
great munnoring in the convent Accordingly, the abbess 
let ring to chapter and all the sisters being there assembled, 
she bespoke them thus, saying, " Dear my daughters, it hath 
come to mine ears that many of you think I have some man 
in my cell Verily, you have known me so many years and 
my life hath ever been so open unto all that it behoved not 
any of you to deem evil of me ; algates, I am well pleased 
that you should be jealous of the honour of this sacred 
community, may our Lord God bless you and vouchsafe yoa 
His holy fovour I Wherefore, now that I cannot nor should 
any longer conceal firom you the person whom I have so 
long hidden in my cell, I am content that it be manifest unto 
all, but I will not that it be revealed to the laity, under pain 
[of punishment for the breach of your oath] of obedience. ** 
Then, turning to the two old nuns, she gave them the key of 
her chamber and said to them, " Mothers mine, go ye to my 
cell and bring hither the person who is therein. " 

The nuns went away and brought Faustina, whose hair 
they had already polled and clad her as a nun, to the chapter- 
house. She came with such an air and making such manner 
obeisances that it seemed, indeed, as she had still been 
engaged in saying paternosters and avemarys, and at the 
abbesses instance, thus bespoke the nuns, saying, " Reverend 
mothers, you must know that, some seven months agone, 
Marco Antonio my husband, one day, as I lay asleep at 
noontide, dealt me two dagger strokes, that pierced me 
through and through, and thinking me dead, cast me into 
the commodity of my chamber. I, who had from a child 
been still devoted to Our Lady of Loretto, clung in fsdling to 
a beam, which juttcth out in the jakes, and vowed, [so I 
were saved,] to go barefoot to Loretto and offer up an image 
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twice transfixed with a poniard. Having made this vow, I 
feh myself straightway all whole, on such wise that there 
showeth no scar on me, and issuing forth of the jakes, I 
betook myself hither,' where my aunt of her favour hath 
entertained me and these two venerable mothers have of their 
courtesy nourished me all this while. ** The nuns, hearing 
this, bathed their breasts with tears and so firmly believed 
the whole story that they would all have made oath that 
Faustina had abidden all that time in the nunnery. Now 
she had found means to have the serving-man, who had 
advertised her of her husband's purpose to slay her, withdraw 
from the jakes the image which her husband had cast therein 
in her stead ; moreover, with the nuns she ordered herself so 
featly that they all held her for the most virtuous woman 
in Rome. 

Marco Antonio presently came thither with Cornelia and 
betook himself forthright to the abbess, by whom he was 
lovingly received and who, after due greetings, said to him, 
"Thou must know, Marco Antonio, dearest nephew mine, 
that, an I loved thee not as a son, I had not caused thee 
come hither, and hsd I learned sooner where thou wast, 
I should not have tarried so long. My son, it is wont to be 
said that things past are eather blamed than amended, and 
that which hath once been done, who shall cause it be 
undone ? Thou knowest what manner of life thou hast led 
at Genoa, the which whenas I heard, I sent straightway for 
thee, and if thou be minded to live honourably, the means 
will not fail thee, for that, if indeed thou have sold great 
part of thy good, there is yet so much left thee that thou 
mayst avail to live according to thy rank. But I would fidn 
be certified that thou art disposed henceforward to live as it 
behoveth men of honour ; in which case I would procure 
thy banishment to be revoked and restore thee thy wife, my 
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niece ; bat I mtsdoabt me lest thoa, inured as tboa art onto 
ill, mayst, like the frog, be unable to win forth of the mire. 
How sayst thou?" Marco Antonio, hearing this, replied 
to her thus, saying, "Most reverend mother mine, I am 
very certain that you of your kindness love me foil well 
and indeed I have already had right good earnest of your 
love. But you must know that I, carried away by youthfol 
frenzy, slew Faustina, and yet you say you will • cause 
me have my wife again ; I know not bow that may be.* 
Whereto, *'I am well aware," rejoined the abbess, "that 
thou knowest it not; but God, more pitiful than we 
deserve, hath miraculously preserved thee Faustina my 
niece ; and thou shalt hear how.'* Here the good abbess, 
with tears in her eyes, repeated the story which FanstinA 
had told the nuns in chapter assembled. 

Marco Antonio, hearing this, was moved to repentance 
and all overcome with compassion and tenderness, began 
likewise to weep ; then, scarce able to express himself in 
words, ** Most honoured mother mine," quotl^ he, •• an 
I might be certified that Faustina yet liveth and that she 
by your intercession pardoneth me the default committed 
against her, I should have nothing left to desire.** There- 
upon the abbess sent to call Sister Faustina, who came 
with her head veiled and her face bound with the nun*s 
chinband and falling on her knees before her aunt, with 
her eyes on the ground, said, ** Mother mine, what would 
you with me?'* **Dear my niece,** replied the abbess, 
'*lift thine eyes and look if thou knowest him who talketh 
with me.** Accordingly, she raised her eyes shamefastly 
and changing countenance all at once, **\Voe*s me, mother 
mine,** quoth she, **thLs is that villain of a husband of miiie, 
may God pardon him!** And so saying, with abundant 
tears she gave token of the utmost emotion. Marco Antonio, 
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from a Roman become a citizen of Goito,^ cast himself 
at her feet weeping and craving her pardon, and but for 
the iron grate,' he would have fallen on her neck like a 
madman. Madam Faustina, seeing herself safe in port, 
made as if she were indignant and would not hearken to 
him ; but the abbess and all the nuns, who had already 
borne witness of her devout life, wrought on such wise 
that she, albeit somewhat unwillingly, gave ear to his 
prayers and forgave him all his offences, on condition that 
he should never again meddle with other women. This 
done, order was taken for the annulment of his banishment 
and Goodman Gull, learning the vow made by Faustina, 
obtained a dispensation for himself to accomplish the vow 
by going barefoot to Loretto in her stead. 

Now it befell that Cornelia's husband was killed in 
the house of a courtezan at Ponte Sisto ; wherefore she, 
understanding from Marco Antonio the astounding miracle 
wroughten on Faustina's behalf and being no less wily than 
the other, knew so well to order her affairs that she contrived 
to make folk believe that she had fled from her husband, for 
the ill-fellowship he bore her, and had since been still in the 
company of an old widow her kinswoman, but now, hearing 
him to be dead, had come forth of prison. It was an easy 
thing to make the whole believed, there being none concerned 
over-diligently to investigate the matter. Meanwhile Marco 
Antonio carried Faustina home for good and pious, Faustina, 
whom he had seen at sea and ashore and in the public stews 
abandon herself unto a thousand ribald knaves and whom he 

' The inhabiUnti of Goito appear to have borne the tame reputa- 
tion for tinipHcity in Italy as those of Gotham, Carpentras and 
Schilda in England, France and Germany respectively. 

' The interview seems to have taken place in the convent-parlour, 
where the visitors were separated by the usual grating from the nuns. 



had himMlf entertained for a jNiliIic haikt and had naay 
a time let out to hire. Conidia» after abiding a year in 
a widow's habit, married again yntf hononmbly and both 
ivooen were aoponntwl ^fc^r sainta by tneur naaoaBdik ao 
wdl did they hnow to tridc oat their fiOilei. Formypart^ 
I know not what to aay of then^ ooept Id pray God that 
He Iceep ns all from fidling into tlie hands of like womenp 
wlio make blade white and white blade ; nor jet know I 
what to aay of the holy mother abbeis and of the two old 
nans, who so oomphriaantly feiged lies and so devootly 
maintained them. I do not indeed deny that it was a holy 
and praiseworthy deed to lecondle horiiand and wilc^ far 
tfiat m c iecm eth it is anywise a pioos work and worthy of 
commendation ; but I woold not have sndi recinnriliallnna 
brooght aboot by means of fidse mindeii whidi aeem 
indeed as one woold jest with oar Lord God, as with a 
familiar friend, and to my thinking; Cornelia faond a more 
probable and credible means of ordering her affairs ; bat, be 
that how it may, I have told yoa the story ndther more nor 
less than as I heard it told. 



'BanDello 

t« tbc magnffltrnt sitli fngtnfaus fRtBtet 9iitoiiJt 

Though ii wcr« diicotined for thomuidi and thootuiili of 
yean or Ihe crron which tie brought about by jetloorj, 
wbenat it eeltelh hulil upon mui oi B-aiiiui uid of all the 
evib wbereur fl ii (be came, methinkclb one Diighl oercr 
come ri) an eml thereof, it being dailf leen how f^eat k 
Tanclf of Mrange itefaulli it engenilerelh. Morenvet, thb 
blanieirufthy Tice harinj; been dcnounceil of inanji, I lurpoae 
not at lhi> pie«ent lu im|ieach it farther, Itnovitig I ahoold 
bat ioic mjr pains, but ooljr to lel down in writing a thing 
which befell, no great while agone, in a city of Lomliardy and 
whereby, though nought cbc were ctct laid oa the lubjecl, 
the mnnttroai banefulneu of jealouiy may ti|;hlly be 
■ppreheixleit. And (at that it happened to a |>enon, la 
name whom might be the occation of Mxne acaodal, t ihaU 
aliUain rrom icliir^; ilown the Inie name^ aJbdt, indeed, oar 
moM ilebooair Nfeuci Iteacddta da Cofte turned iheo^ 
whenas he related Ihe drcumitance in question at Ihe ho«M 
in I'ai'ia of Signi>ra Leonora, hia iiUer and wife of Sigaor 
Scaiamu/ia Viiconli. IlaTing, then, written it, I tend it 
loTlh under the shield of your teameil name, knowing it will 
lu ihli my noiriling ' be such ai was ml unto Teneiit the 
khieU of I'alUt againU Meilusa. AihI who can doubt tbal 
yon will vuuchtafe oie yoar prutectioa, tcdog that in Parte 
yuu are still he who takelb upon him the defence of strangers? 
Withal. I feel my«elf no stranger in your eyes, knowing bow 
moch yva lo*e me. Fare joo welL 



CALEAZZO STEALETH AWAY A DAUSEL FBOH 
PADUA AND AFTER FOR JEAIjOUSV 
SLAVETH BOTH HER AND HIMSELF. 

Tben wu, in the tine of the wfae Ihoo^ (D-fartnned 
prince, SgDOT LodoTko SSata, in a ctty ef Ike Da^* « 

■ctdkMit exceediDg rich in Uadt and gear and fiat flf ocdK 
la tnde. He took to wife ■ roong gfl l etwrnan. vdl bnd 
and of a ge u en a ni iptrit, by wbcm be bad ooe «an and no 
BOie. The latter wai not ten feu* old when bii fatber 
died, leaving him belr ante all bii good, under the cue of 
bii mother, who, desiring ihet her ion ihoold revert to tke 
priiline nobilitj of her anceslon, would not haire him let 
band to things mercialile, but with the almost diiigenoe let 
breed him gently and made him apply unto letten and other 
aeraia befitting a gentleman, busying henelT meantime, aa 
beat ibe might, with the leltlcment oT her huxband'i accoanti 
current (or matten mercantile in Italy, Flanden, Fiance and 
Spain, nay, eren in Syria, with intent to bay lands for her 
■on, who was called Galeauo.- The lad grew up exceeding 
^lant and bigh-spiriled and delighted, not only in letter^ 
bat in music and riditig and the use oT arms and irrcstlii^ 
and the tike, to the eaceeding salisraction of his mother, wbo 
famished him lavishly with clothes and horaet and mooie% 



I«ltin(> him Uck of nothing that pleaicd him. In * Tew yrtn 
the Mlittied all her hiubsnd'i debtl Mvl ncottrvd ihal which 
wti o*nl him of olher merchanli, wilh the exception of ooe 
oolj' sccounl with a Venetian gentleman, who wu tnilin); In 
Sjrria anil lEtnrned to Venice whenCialeauo wai fmm lixteen 
to ei|;hteeTi yean olil ; wheieapon the latter, deiinni*. a* 
youlhi ate, tn ice new cininttiei anit etpeeiallr the (amoua 
and wonhif'ul citjr of Venice, faewughl bit nvither to let 
him t^ thither. Thi* yiiathful doirc wai not nnpIeatinK to 
the lady ; najr, ihe cncnura|;«l him to |{o thither ami WinilH 
have him utile accounli with the Venetian eenttcman ; 
wheiefure ihe lent wilh him an eiperieacetl faclnr and 
commenJed him, to txiot, to a merchant of the citir, who 
wai a great friend i>f the lamiljr. 

(ialeaiio accixdinclj tet out, eiceeilitif! well furniihed 
with cl»tbei and urvaata. aitd eomini; tu Veniw, iiretenied 
him«eir to hit fatber'i frieml, b]r whom he wu jiiffull]! 
receiTcd and in cumpanj viih whom he repaired to the 
Venetian i^lleiaan and making him<elf known to him, tulil 
hiro Ihe uccaiion of hii coiniii|>. Tb« Venetian, hearing 
thii, (aid to hint, " l>iar mjr tna, thtm an welcome. True 
It it that, all thini;! taken into icconnl, 1 aliide inltlilnl in 
the aura which thou aileent, ai your factor muit have 
reckimed ; aDil if 1 have nut (oonrr acijuilted it. at the leaM 
iij letter*, it if beciui* 1 arrirtil bete tcarce three day* 
aeonc, with the galleyt from Syria. Now I am ready to 
tatitfy thee, but needi muil thou wail ci);hl or ten dayi, to 
I may go to I'adua, where I haire my wife ami all my 
family." (iaicsiio replied that he would witlincly wail and 
would in ibe meantime p niewinf; Venice, anil m he did. 
Then Ihry Tepairei) ttvetber lo I'ailua, ami n»tblnc wouU 
teiTC the Venetian bat (ialcauo niut gn ludge with him. 
Accordingly, be tcaoflcd to hit boBM viih ooc only pac*. 
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sending all the othen to the hostelry, and the Venetian, wlio 
had otherwhilcs abidden many days in Lombardy in the 
house of Galeasso's father and had been eicffding wdl 
entertained, entreated the young man with the ntoMat 
honour. Now he had a lair danghter of 6fteen years old, oC 
whom Galeazxo, seeing her all day long and hafii^ never before 
proTed what manner thing love was, became most ardently 
enamoured ; whilst she, perceiving his passion and the yonth 
pleasing her, nowise shunned the amorous stroke, but became 
beyond measure enamoured of him and things came to snch 
a pass that, having once or twice had commodity to speak 
with each other, they took order for that whidi yon shall 
hear. Her finther was within three days to give all the 
monies to Galeazzo and return with him to Venioeb where it 
behoved him sojourn some time, and the two lovers agreed 
together that she should within two days after their depai^ 
ture flee from home under the chaige of a trusty servant 
of Galeazzo* s, whom he had feigned to send to his mother ; 
nay, the Venetian had himself written to her by him, hut the 
good servant lay hidden in Padua against the appointed 
time. 

Accordingly, Galeazzo, having gotten the monies, returned 
with the gentleman to Venice, whence by his counsel he let 
remit to Milan all the monies received, by bills of exchange, 
and did nor bought aught without him, when, behold, news 
came to the Venetian how Lucrezia his daughter had fled 
aforenight smd no trace could be found of her ; whereupon 
her father, beyond measure woeful, determined to leave all 
else and return to Padua. Galeazzo, feigning himself grieved 
for this mischance, offered to go with him whithersoever he 
would ; but the Venetian thanked him and departing, could 
learn nothing of his daughter ; wherefore he returned to 
Venice and found Galeazzo yet there. The latter presently 



returrwd home into Ijjmhard)', bat dared make no mcDtioB 
to h» mother of the nniheil ptL Meanwhile, the KTvut 
hired ■ iuitable hotue and throu{;h1]t furnithing it accordiag 
to the onlindicc giTen him, lodged llie damiel therein, oodH 
the goardiaiuhip of (Jaleauu'i nunc umJ her hiuband. Tbc 
Tuuni; nun, to the martellotu cootenlneni of both putkli 
culled the floverand Iherniilof hi) Lucreiia'i maidenhead aad 
kiired her more than hl> ptopcr life, ileeping «ell-nigh crAiy 
iii|;ht with hei and ipcnding liTiJilf apoD her. Kii motbtfi 
ttlbeit (he knew he M)>ped and ilept often abrrad. Mid 
nothing and Ualeauo abode lome IhiM fan with Ui 
l^crnla, leading ihe merriest life in the world. At ihe cad 
of thii tim« it befell that hi* mother bethought henelf to gi*a 
him ■ wife, bot he would nowite conicnt to lake her, aad 
■he, miidonbting her her wd waa enamound ebcwhen or 
had maybe taken a wile after hii own fathion, icl inch ■ 
watch upon him that the learned all be bad done at Padoa, 
wbetewilh the abode lore miicontnit and found meant, oai 
CTcning whenat he wa> at tapper at the bontc of a coomb of 
hit, to have LtKmia carried oS bj three maiked men and 
plaoeil in a ounner; hard bjr. 

(ialeuio, after tapper, thinking to go tlcep with tW 
damicl, found hit (otter-father and mother wrc|Hng Utterly 
and learned from them bow ibm nuk* had gagged Lucreda 
and carried her off. At thti newt be wai like to die of giM 
and wept all night and on the momrw betinwi h« betook 
binuctf to hit mother't hovte, where he that himtclf in hit 
chamber and abode all dajr withoal eating. Ilii mother tor 
■be nonce made do enquiry of that which bcr too did | 
binrerer, on Ihe eiuuing dajr, teeing that he tefaxil to dta^ 
the weni lo ttiii him la-hii chamber, bat be beaooght bcr, 
itghing and weeping, to let him abide ■• be wm. SW 
MMgM to lean frat« hi* Ibc canM of that tri* aMictioi^ b«l 
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he answensd her no othenrliftt than taut and i||^ Uieivli^ 
■he frifg and a wfed to oonpaawMiy bf M w A 'g hwi tfank 
aaying, ** Dear my aon» I oonld never haic be l icfcd that tha« 
wouldst hide from me an^ in the woild ; naj, m c tho n gh t 
thoa wonldrt have dlsoovcied to me all thj tranblei ; fanft 
I find mjielf greatly mfitaken. Algates. thaaka to WKf 
diligenoe» I have dMc ov ered the canae of tfaj chapin and 
know that thon loveift LAcretia» whom thon afeoleft away 
from our friend in Padna. How goodly an actkm this was 
thon mayat foil wdl hethink thee ; botitiapffcaentlytimefbr 
anoooor and not for hlame. Wheiefore do thoa take heait 
and comfort and ^pply to recnilt thyadl^ for thon afaak have 
agaih thy Lncrena, whom I pat in a nnnneiy, mc a eamim 
that, not finding her again, thoa wonldit e'en oomplf 
with my wishea and take a wifo^ aa It ahoold hchovn 
thee do.** 

Galeauo, hearing thii, was aa it were recalled from death 
to life and shamefastly confessed to bis mother how he loved 
Lucrezia more than his proper life, instantly beseeching her 
to fetch her to htm then and there ; but she constrained him 
to take patience for that day and vrould have him eat and 
recruit himself, promising him that she would on the morrow 
go fetch the damsel and bring her home. What shall we 
say? Galeazzo but now was fain to die, having lost sleep 
and appetite for chagrin ; yet with this mere promise he 
became altogether comforted. He dined and supped that 
evening and that night, hoping to have his Lncresia again, 
he slept very well. The ensuing day come, no sooner waa 
he risen from bed than he importuned his mother to send 
for Lucrezia, whereupon she, to content her son, took coach 
and repairing to the nunnery, reclaimed the damsel and 
carried her home with her. When the lovers saw one 
another, they ran to cast their arms about each other's 
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necks, weeping for tenderness, and embracing Tery straitly, 
drank each the other's hot and salt tears. Then Galeazzo, 
after he had lovingly kissed and rekissed his Lucrezia a 
thousand times, weeping the while, bespoke her thus, 
saying, "Sweet my soul, how hast thou &red without me? 
AVhat manner of life hath been thine? Hath it not irked 
thee sore not to have seen me all this time? Certes, I 
thought to die, nor know I indeed how I am alive. Alack, 
my life, who shall certify me that another, during this time 
of thy separation from me, hath not enjoyed these tliy 
beauties ? I feel myself die of jealousy and my heart is rent 
in sunder in my body. Wherefore, heart of my body, so 
we may die but once only and escape this most grievous 
affliction, it were &r better that we die together and at one 
stroke put an end to these our misdoubtings.*' 

So saying, he took a poniard, which he had by his side, 
and stabbed the damsel to the heart, whereupon she fell 
incontinent prone on the earth, dead ; then turning the 
bloody steel against himself, he plunged it into his breast 
and let himself sink upon the dead Lucrezia. Great was 
the outcry and passing sore the lamentation that arose in 
the house and the ill-starred mother, like one desperate, sent 
up her shrieks even to the sky. Galeazzo lingered all that 
day and died towards the going down of the sun. The poor 
mother, without hearkening to consolation or comfort, long 
bewept her dead son ; a case truly worthy of pity and 
compassion and apt to make stones weep, not to speak 
of you, gentle and delicate ladies, who have already tears 
in your fair eyes. So the truth of the matter might not 
become known, the mother's brethren caused privily bury 
the two lovers, giving out that they had died of the plague ; 
the which was the lightlier credited for that there was 
present suspicion of pestilence in the city, and moreover 
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a phystcum and a tnrgeon, debauched with monies, declared 
the case to be thus. Neverthdess the matter could not be to 
straitly concealed but that the lact came to be known even 
as it had ensued. Can any, then, deny that jealousy is 
a pestiferous worm and that it blindeth men? If indeed 
this of Galeazzo's may be styled jealousy and not rather 
madness and frenzy. 



IBanOcIIo 

to t|it mast illustriim* Sfgnn StoTta Btntiboglio. 

What while, ofthne taller dajn, the charming umI accom- 
pliihcd Sicnora Cecilia tiallcrana, CounicB of BeiE^ma, took 
the waten of the bath* of Acc|iurio, for the furtilicalion of 
her itomach, the wai conlinualtjr Tiuled bjr maof gcnllcnien 
and gentlewomen, a* well lur that ihe ii the picaunt and 
ingcnioui laily whom yna know at bccuiM (he loRicil aod 
Ijuudlieu will of MilaD and of the ilran|;cn there prcKM are 
•II ilajr long in hrr ctimpanf. There do men linf, there arihi- 
lects ami [lainlerf timn, phiU)io|>hen reaionvf ihing^ naluni 
and pocli recite their own and ulhen' com)>o(iliont, K> that 
vhuHiever dclighleth lo iliwoune or lo hear ddiatc of anj 
qucilion of art or Ictten or phUiiio}ih)r ficMleth fboil lorlaltla 
nnto hit appetite, for ihal ii U (till in Ihe prcicncc of 
Ihii illudriout ladjr diiciiuned of thing* plcaiant, ingcniiiv* 
and charming. It befell one dajp th»t, it havlni; bra* 
delialeil al length of nutleri poetic between iwo [amciua 
wiiv naracljr, SigtHw Antonio FregDto Kilcrcmo, Knighi, 
and Mcuer Ijncino Curiio, ihe leameil and agrrcabic 
Mesier Cirxtamo L'iiU<lino lixik the llumlinl Tain' of 
uur moil <i|>rlghll]r Boccaccio in hand and laid, "My biijr 
cimnlcsa and you, (^ntlemcn, kince the delate cinwrrninj; 
jHictry i* eniled, mcihinkeih it wcie well thai we entcml 
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upon some blither and less exalted discoane or that one 
or two of Boccaccio's novels be read, as it shall most 
please you." **Our Cittadino hath said well," quoth the 
Lady Camilla Scarampa, '*so our understandings, wearied 
with tfafe learned matters whereof it hath been debated, 
may be somewhat solaced with pleasant discourse and light- 
some speculations." To which added the Lady Costanza 
Bentivoglia, wife of the lord Count Lorenzo Stiozzo, '*And 
I also am of your way of thinking; but, for that all who 
are here have many a time read and heard the Hundred 
Novels, it is my opinion that some one of you should tell 
some story or novel which is not so well known." *' So 
be it," cried well-nigh all the company, whereupon the 
Lady Cecilia besought Signor Manfredi of the SeigniorB 
of Corr^gio, a well*brcd youth and a pleasant, that he 
would vouchsafe to tell a story; and he, after some demiir» 
finally recounted us one, which much pleased the merry 
company. Now, I having written it and bethinking myself 
to whom I should give it, you among many occurred to 
me, unto whom it sorteth more than unto any other, for 
that you, albeit yet in the flower of your youth, are, 
over and above the many qualities which be in you, 
endowed with mature fashions and provident discretion, 
and I am firmly persuaded that you would never have 
been so presumptuous as were the two Hungarians named 
in my story ; wherefore, reading of their follies, you will 
daily study more diligently to measure your actions, accord* 
ing to your sage wont, by the compass of reason and so 
overpass the expectation which your goodly breeding hath 
still given us. Fare you well. 



Vlic Kfnrtttnld SUmz. 



A RARE criEAT PUT BV A GENTLEWOMAN 
Ui'OJJ TWO BARONS OF THE KINGUOM 
or HUNGARY. 

I know not, moU Iotcmndc and wonhipTul Sipion Cecilia, 
if I oughl ihoi liiihiljr, at jour nqueii, to adilren npclf lo 
(torjr-Mltine. being not urerpncliieil in that cnft, wherein 
I tee tuodry at lhi> noble and wonhipful company, wbu, 
having experience i hereof, wnuld aciguii ihemielvei far 
betler (ban 1 and with |;realrr latitfactioD ol alt, ami I 
had liefer ait in hear Ihcm than be mjnelf the Icllrr. ItuI, 
tat Ibil I will e'en hate jrour couneoiu prayen Mill ilanJ 
me in ueaii nf comnundmriil, 1 will, a* bed I know, tell 
a iiury, the which, nut many yean acone, mjr ancle, ^ignor 
Nicculo di CwreQfio, reUtnl, on hit retom frum the 
kingilum of Hungary, whliher he bad gone, by coiQ- 
milinenl uf ttuke Lmlorico Sforta, in attendance a|ion 
tiigniir Itom Ippuliiu da E.te, (Jardinal of remra, when 
he went lo lake poueiwn uf ihe biihoprick uf Sirigonta.' 
You muU know, then, ere I proceed lo lell jna ibc Uory, 
thai Maihia* Currinui wa* ibco, u ereij one nuit by 
report have undcntouJ, King of Hungary, who, for that 
he wai very warlike and a nun uf gteal aiMl goodly pteicnce, 
WB1 the linl bmoua king Ihal ever reixneil in ihal king>lom 
aad eke the nual dreaded of tbe Tarki ; and aowiigit hit 

IttJ. Una) IB U««HT. 
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other virtues, as well in arms as in letters, he was tlie 
most liberal and the most courteous prince of his time. He 
had to wife Queen Beatrice of Arragon, daughter of King 
Ferdinand the Old of Naples and mother's sister to Alfonso^ 
now Duke of Ferrara, a princess excellently accomplished 
in letters and adorned with &ir fiishions and every other 
virtue pertaining unto a lady of whatsoever degree. Sbc^ 
being no less courteous and liberal than King Mathias her 
husband, bethought herself of nought else than bow all 
day long to honour and guerdon those who seemed to her 
to deserve it for some virtue or quality, so that men of 
eveiy nation, accomplished in whatsoever kind of exercise^ 
resorted to the court of these two magnanimous princes 
and there each, according to his merit and degree^ was well 
seen and entertained. 

Now it chanced in those days that a Bohemian kn%ht» 
a vassal of King Mathias, (for that he was also King of 
Bohemia), bom of a most noble house and veiy doughty of 
his person and expert in arms, became enamoured of a very 
fair and noble damsel, who passed for the most beautiful 
woman of the country and had a brother, though a gentle- 
man, poor and exceeding ill provided with the goods of 
fortune. The knight himself was not very rich and had but 
one castle of his own, where he might hardly avail to live 
according to his rank. Being, then, enamoured of the fair 
damsel, he sought her in marriage of her brother and had 
her to wife, with a very small dowTy. He had not till then 
been throughly sensible of his poverty, but the bringing 
home of his wife opened his eyes and he began to perceiTe 
how ill he was in case and how hardly he might maintain 
himself with the scanty revenues of his castlewick. He was 
a man of worth and humanity, who would nowise oppress 
his vassals with extraordinary expenses, contenting himself 



with ihat mt'tcnricc which they h»d b«n med to pty 
DDto hit ■nceslun and which wai bul ■ very imall awtler; 
wherefore, Mcin); ihat he hul ncol of MHiie ei inordinary 
incoior. he belhou);hl himself, anet much inward dclnte, lo 
take icnrice about the penon of King Mathiat hii luierain 
■ml there to ap|>rove himself an'l <lo on luch wiie thai he 
athi hi< wife >iii|;hl avail lo maimain themiclirei'accoriling 
to iheir rank. Bul tiii;h and m ardent wsi (he lone he bore 
hii lailjr (hat himicemed im]VM'>lble to live an boar without 
her, much leu (n ibiile lon|; al court divorced (mm her 
prcMncc. far (hat it mitlikcd him lo carry her with him and 
keep her whcre» (he court hhoulil (ojoum, and by dint uf 
muting all day long ujion (he«e mailer*, he tiecame eiceciting 
melancholy. 

Ilii Hifc. who va« • ditcTcc( ani i>iick-wit(eil ilamne), 
•eeing her hualiand'i humour, miidoulitnl her he mighl 
pcrthance have faime cau>c of diuatitfaction wiih hrrvrlfand 
■ccunlingly uiil to him one day, " l>rat my huittand, an I 
feaieil not t" dti|<leau' y<M, I wiiuld fain atk a boon of yuo." 
"Ask what mi»l likeih J'hi," aniwernl (he crnlleman. 
" .So liut I may, 1 wilt wi(h all my heart do whatxiever ynn 
tball re-fuirc me, for (ha( I devre to |>lcature you ai much 
ai I tender my life." Therewithal the lady very mnlrilly 
bevMfht hitn (hat he would be pleaieil lo iliMover (o bet the 
aute uf Ihe cha^in which wu viuble in hii face, lor (hat 
heiwcmeil he wi« muih more i)ejec(e)l than of hit wonl aoJ 
dbl n<iu|thl bill muv an<l lieh, Running lha( (^oeial (elli>»- 
>hi|> wlieiein he wa% u>e<l to take to much jdeasure. The 
fmtleinan, heaiiti|; her re<|ue*l, cMiuilcre>l awhile and 
prrseiilly uiil l<i lier, "Itramt my wife, unce t( )<lra>eth 
yi>u t'l Lniiw ihr cau<c iif my |ientivcnew ami the uccaiMin of 
my iccniini; melanih<4y, I will freely lell it you. All my 
Ihuo^hlt, wbcieia yuu mc mc to dce|>ly HUtkcn, Iml anlu 
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this end, to wit« that I would &in find a means and a way 
whereby yon and I may avail to live worshipfnlly, accord in g 
as our rank requireth ; for that, regard had to the quality of 
our kindred, we live mighty poorly ; and the reaaoii of this 
is that your father and mine squandered much substance 
which our ancestors left them in heritage. Now I, all day 
long debating this question in myself and making divert 
projects, have been able to find no expedient save one which 
b much more to my mind than any other, to wit, that I 
repair to the court of our sovereign lord King Mathias, of 
whom I am already known in the wars. I cannot doubt bat 
I shall have of him good provision and find favour in hii 
eyes, for that, he being a very liberal prince and knring men 
of merit, I will order myself on such wise that by his co n rt e ay 
and generosity we may avail to live more at ease than we 
presently do. And I am the more confirmed in this expec- 
tation inasmuch as otherwhiles, whenas I served the Waywode 
of Transylvania against the Turks, I was solicited by the 
Count of Cilia to enter the royal household. But, on the 
other hand, when I think that it will behove me leave jrou 
here alone, I cannot reconcile nij-self to the thought of 
removing afar from you, as well for that my heart will not 
suffer me live without you, whom I love uniquely, as also 
because, seeing you so young and fair, I fear to sufier some 
dishonour through my absence ; for, when once I am gone, I 
misdoubt me the barons and gentlemen of the country will 
forthright do their every endeavour to vda your love ; the 
which once happened, I, as one dishonoured, might never 
brook to be seen amongst men of honour. I'his, then, is the 
whole knot which holdeth me here bounden, so that I cannot 
nor may avail to provide for our occasions : and now, dear 
my wife, you have heard the cause of my peusiveness." This 
said, he was silent. 



The Udjr, who wu ■ woman of worth tnd DUgnanimlrf 
utd who loved ber boilwid with >n infinite l<i««, no toana 
knew him lo hiTC made an «ul of hii cliicoune than, polling 
on a blithe and cheerful couDtenance, the antwcred him on 
Ihil wile, •ajpin);, "Ulric," fur luch waa Ihc gcntleiBan'a 
name, " 1 alto have Riinj and many a time bethoucbt 
mc of [he grulnen of jpont and mj anccalon, whenfrom 
Weneroing we are hjr none of dot fault hi ntaoTti, 1 hi*e 
ofico Ml mjr wil* awotk lo drviic •ome n»eani of paltin^ oi in 
better caie than thii wherein we prVMntl; are. For albeit 
1 am a woman and jou ncn lajr that women are icanl of 
cuuni^, I warrant 70a it ii the contrarj with me ; lujr, I 
can tell jron that 1 have a mnch higher and more amhiiioiw 
tpirit than ihould mayhap behoTC unto me and thai t would 
Cain avail lo maintain Ihc rank which wu balden (according 
aa 1 remember me) of my mother. Atplca, I know in h> 
Ikr lo temper my deiire* thai 1 ahall will real conlenl with 
all that ia moat pleaiin^ to jroo. But, to come to the fact, 
I may tell yoo, that, aa, like yosnclf, 1 pondered oar 
occaaiuna, it occacied 10 my miiul that, yon being yoeni; and 
doughty of yoar peraoo, Ihera waa no bellct ibift (or m tbaa 
that yon ihoakl take •erticc with oar king, and I deem it 
now *o much the more profitable at I hear from yrnnelf that 
be haih known yoa afontime in the fieU -, whcivAire II 
pleaacth me to bclieire that Ibc king, wbo balb uill been n 
jntt )u<tge of mcn'i nerita, can do no othetwiic than nuke 
goudly and fit |>ruvitiun fm yon. Of thit my ihonght I dared 
not be*|>cak you. fearing to offend yon; bat, ttuw that yom 
have opcited unto me the way, I will not Hint lo tell yon 
my opinion. I)o yoa aAer that which ahall iccm to you beat 
and moat lo the parpoae of yoor boooni and yoar pruAt. Aa 
te me, albeit, aa t Mid a little before, I am natnndlj 
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Other women and show myself in frablic with more wofship 
and bravery than they, nevertheless, since oar fortune is 
such as we see it, I could be content to abide with yoa whmt 
time we have to live in this our castle, where, Godamercj. 
we lack not of wherewithal to entertain ourselves hononrablf 
and procure us that which behoveth unto our servtce» to 
but we choose to content ourselves with things needfnl and 
expend our revenues with measure and modesty. Here cut 
we sojourn commodiously enough with two or three serriii|K. 
men and as many women and keep, to boot; a pair of 
hackneys, leading a blithe life and a quiet If after we 
have sons, we will, whenas they come of age for service, aeod 
them to court or place them with other noblemen, so that, if 
they be deserving, they will get them honour and good, and 
if they prove little or nothing worth, the loss will be thein. 
And God knoweth it were my saprenae contentment that we 
might still avail to abide together in weal and in woe what 
time is left us to live. But, having some knowledge of yoor 
soul, which setteth more store by an ounce of honour than by 
all the gold in the world, and seeing you so dejected, I have 
still supposed (albeit other thoughts have passed through my 
mind) that your melancholy arose from one of two causes, to 
wit, that either you were ill satisfied with my behaviour or 
that you were chagrined at being unable to exercise yourself 
ill arms and (ill your due place among gentlemen of worship. 
Now, as she who loveth you over all created things, I have 
still chosen that your every wish should be mine, and so, 
what while it is vouchsafed me to live, I will ever choose^ 
loving your contentment far better than my proper life. 
Wherefore, an you resolve to betake yourself to King 
Mathias his service, the chagrin that will without doubt 
overcome me for your absence I shall sweeten with the 
contentment which 1 shall feel, seeing you accomplish so 
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pniiewonhj ■ deurc u ii Tonn, and iliall |;o bepiUing 
Djt lhoa|>hli wilh jonr dalcel mcmurjr, hoping to ice 70a 
far hapiiicr ihin foil pl^ienll; are. A* for jonr uyin); thai 
fou fear letl 1 be auailed by tbtme whu will leck [o uier- 
cnmc mj Tirtae ackd bcrcaTC me of jonr hoiuiar and miiw 
own, I auure 70a tbal, an 1 wax not alTogetber mad, mf 
finn molve U ralbcr Lo die ihan ever la mil]' mj diaillljr in 
Ihc unaJlot paiticulai. Of (hia, indeed, I cannM dot maj 
gire )vu other pled|^ Lhan aij linccrc failh, which if 70a 
knew but how fail 1 huld and bow inviolable, 700 would 
CCTtc* be M ooolcci ihcrewlth thai nercr wookl (he Icaat 
*|iaik of mi«Ioublance enler your miod. So ihat, >mkno«lii| 
what olhci auurancc lo e'*e 70B of Ihi^ I rooU commit 
m7wir lo Ibe acliimi which thai! cbmc, in the hope thai tha 
Ilk I thall lad will be uieh ai iball dail7 render 7U11 wilneu 
thereof. Nevenheleu. all meani and WB71, which 11 thill 
picaic Tua eua7 lot tout auuiBDce, wdl be ol inlinile 
conteotment to me,' ai nnio hct who Kckelh no olberwhal 
than to nti*f7 jno. I'ia7, thootd the whim lake 70a la that 
mc up in one of ibe lumti of thii «utk nnlil your lelnm, 
I will gladly abide there, ancborew-wiie, no but 1 may know 
thai I <lo what plcaMrtlh you. " 

Tbe knight heard hit wife'i Tq>l7 with the ulmoat delight 
arul afm uhI 10 her, " llearol cunaon mine, I much 
cummcnd Ihc grralne** of your kniI and am well pleated 
thai 7au are of my opinioo. Uunorer, it af^irdelh me 
Ineiprcuible cunlcDlmcnt lu houw your firm determination 
lo prcwtvE our honour ami in ihii 1 rahurt yuu 10 pencrere, 
•till rcmrmlicrini; you thai, when * lady hilh lutl her 
honour, >be hath luM whatauercr worth the may anil lo 

> A <» f^mm- d, irmlrmtr%,M imJtm.U. ■■ tlljptkal »Wa«. H«u- 
lyia(. " wiU b* «•■ aad all ii 1 iflilili Is w." 
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here in this life miid meriteth no longer to be ilyM a Indj. 
Now, that which I told yoa I had in mind to do being 
m matter of moment, I shall not, methinketh, do it oat 
of hand ; but, when I carry it into effect, I asnre yoa 
that I will leave you here lady and mistress of all. Mean* 
time I will take better thought K^ our behoof and advise 
with my friends and kinsfolk and after address myidf onto 
that which shall be judged most expedient Meanwhile 
let us live blithely." Then, nothii^ in fact disquieting him 
save the doubt which he had of his wife, for that he saw 
her young and dainty and passing fair, he went still devising 
in himself how he might find a means for hn assurance. 

Abiding in this thought, he chanced, no great while after, 
to be one day in company with sundry other gentlemen^ 
where, it being discoursed of various things, there was one 
who recounted an adventure happened to a gentleman of 
the neighbourhood and how he had gotten him the love 
and favour of a lady by means of an old Polack, who 
passed for a great enchanter and abode for a physician at 
Cuziano,^ a city of Bohemia where mines of silver and 
other minerals are in great abundance. The knight, whose 
castle was not far thence, made an occasion for going thither 
upon certain business of his and seeking out the Polack, 
who was a man far advanced in years, bespoke him at 
length, requiring him, in Bne, that, like as he had afforded 
another aid in the ensuing of his loves, even so he should 
vouchsafe him the means of certifying himself that his 
wife would do him no unright nor send him oversea into 
Cornwall.* 

1 Probably Czihana, a town between Pilsen and £g:er, the name of 
which, a» pronounced by the natives {TcAerAana), is easily compted 
into Coxiano. 

* i>. Cuckoldshaven. See ante, p. 189, note. 



The rolack, who wM, u jroa b**e heard, exceeding 
ikitlnl in maiicri of migic, Mid la hitn, "Mjr mn, ihou 
Te(|uim( me of * |:»*e lbin|; uu\ one onto which I might 
Dcvrr aTaii, (oc thu |<>od unly eiceplcd) there in none can 
tenllj Ibee of « woman's chaiiiijr, Ihey > being nalurall^ 
frail and much inclined anto Ircheiy, to Ihal ihty Xightif 
jriclil compliance unio ihe pnyen of ibe loren ; najr, few 
of (hem Ihere be who, being beuMighl and lolicited, abide 
hooeti, and lh<Mc Tew are wonhyof all hoaoorand rererencft. 
Iloweret, I have a tecret, wherewithal I can in great part 
avail to taiiifjr thjr desire, the which 1> nch Ihal I can bf 
meant o( my art, in Ihe ajiacc of a few honn, irtould thee, 
wilh a certain compmitlon of my faihion, a liltic fif^rc of 
a woman, which thou majpti (till carry with thee in thy 
pouch in a little hni and view ai many limes a day a* ii 
■hall pleaw Ibee. If ihy wife break nM her marriage- ( roth 
anio ihM, ihoM will still ■«« the lignr« a* bir aed freih of 
ulnar as at Ant artd it shall seem as it were newtj ciiiae 
from ihe limner'i hand ; but, ihoulil she think of yitliling 
bei body unIo wbosoever it may be, the figure wdl wax 
pale ; and if il befall ihal the cnme to the bd and go 
•o far ai In abandon benelf unto another, the figure will 
tiralghtway become Mack ai quenched coal and will uink 
on such wise thai Ihe stench shall be wondet-Mrongly imell 
all ahoui. Moreover, whenaiaoever the thall be esaayed, 
the image will wax yellow at Tcry gold." 

Thit manrellnui device much pleated the knight and be 
pot such hiih therein ai is given lo the Irvesl an>l most 
certain ihings, moved and certihed by ihe report which he 
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heard of the magician and his skill, whereof those of Cuiiaiio 
related most incredible things. Accordingly, agreeing with 
him for the price, he received the magic figure and retained, 
overjoyed, to his castle, where having abidden some days, he 
determined to go to the conrt of the glorioos King Mathias 
and made known his resolve to his wife. Accotdingly, he 
set the aflfairs of his hoosehold in order and coounitled the 
governance of the whole to the lady ; then, having alreadj 
provided himself with all whereof he had need for his voyage, 
he set out, albeit it was with sore sorrow and trouble of mind 
he. parted from his wife, and repaired to Alba Reak,^ where 
in those days abode King Mathias^tdid Queen Beatrice^ 
by whom he was gladly received and well seen ; nor had he 
long sojourned at court before he became in great favour 
with all. The king, who already knew him, appointed him 
an honourable provision and employed him about many 
affairs, all which he brought to a good issue, according to 
the king's pleasure, and thereafter, being despatched to the 
defence of a certain place, which was beleaguered of the 
Turks, under the commandment of Mustapha Pasha, he 
drove the infidels within their own confines, earning the 
reputation of a valiant and stout soldier and a prudent 
captain ; the which greatly increased him in favour and 
acceptance with the king, so that, over and above the 
monies and other gifts which he daily received from him, he 
had of him, to boot, a castlewick in fee, with a fine revenue. 
Wherefore himseemed he had made an excellent choice in 
that he had come to court and entered the king's service and 
returned thanks to God who had inspired him thereunto, 
hoping daily for better things and abiding the blither and 
the more content inasmuch as he many times a day took in 

* //(«/. Stuhlwcisscnburg in Hungary. 



hand ihe preciotu boi, wherein wax bit wife'i ironce, which 
lallet he Mill taw ai fa^ am) fmh uC culuur a* if it had thai 
DoiDcnl been limned, 

Nuw the lepurt reached Ihe court thai I'IrIc had a wife in 
Duhcrnia who wa.s Lhr fairatl and loTrsonint Toun^; ladf in 
the u*o kingdumt ; whence il befell one day. what lime there 
were ruan^ counien in companj, whercuf he was ore, ihat 
a Hungarian baron laid to him, "Elow cometh il, Si^nar 
L'Iric, that it ii now nigh upon a ^ev and ■ half lince r<") 
dejiarreil [lubeinia and jet you hare never relumed ihilhcr to 
vim your wife, who, according (o Ihat which i^eral report 
aniucheth, it to fair a damiiel? Certei, yuu must mk 
mighiy hiile of h«," "Nay," replied Ulrie, "I reck 
etceeding much of her a»l love her a* my very life ; bul mf 
not having (pine to vibit her in all (hit lime it no imall 
ailment of her worth and uf my faith ; of her wurth. that 
ihe ihould be content fur me 1o lenre my king ami thai it 
•hould (ulhce her to have freqiMDl ncwi of me and me of 
her. commnlily failing ui not to viiil each other very often 
with letlen ) whil>i my faith anil Ihe uliligaiion by which 
I know mytelf boartden unto oar lord Ihe king, fmcn whoa 
I have received luch and ki many favnun and Wnefili, 
liigrlhci with the c<>n<.tant liatllini; ihal is inward with ihe 
cncmiea nf Chr<>( en the frotilieri, have far m'He avail with 
me ihan ihe love I bear my wife ; artd I am ihe m>ire willing 
Ihal my duty lowanli my king should ouiwcigh busbamllj 
lore iiuMuuch ai I know that I may live assured of the 
Ivlelily and cuntuncy of my lady, as of one who, over and 
aliove her beauty, li discreet, well-bred and very virtuona 
anil who (enderelh me dearer ihan any crealeil ihing and 
loveih me even as her proper eye* " 

t^uoih the Iluniptrian, "These be bnve words ihal yo« 
say ill being assured of four wife* fiddily and chastity. 
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whereof she hendf might not be certified, for that one 
while a woman will be in one mind and not be moved 
for prayers nor gifts of all the world, who will another 
day, at one sole look of a young man, at one simple wofd« 
one burning tear, one brief entreaty, wax compliant and 
yield herself altogether a prey unto her lorer's pleasare. 
Who is there or who was there erer can or conld have 
this assurance? Who is there knoweth the secrets of the 
hearts, which are impenetrable? Certes, methinketh none 
save God our Lord. Woman of her nature is fickle and 
▼ariahle and the most ambitious animal that is in the 
world. And what woman, perdie, is there who desireth 
not neither craveth to be courted, solicited, wooed, honoured 
and loved ? And it often chanceth that those who acoonnt 
themselves most wily and think with feigned glances to 
feed divers lovers, are after all tho^e who, espying not the 
amorous snare, run head foremost into the net and entangle 
themselves therein on such wise that, like birds taken in 
the lime, they cannot nor may after extricat^ themselves. 
So that, Signer Ulric, I see not how your lady should be 
privileged of God our Lord more than other women who 
are made of flesh and blood, on such wise that she may 
not be debauched." "Say what you will," rejoined the 
Bohemian, *' I am persuaded that it is even as I say and 
am fain to believe that it is so in effect Each knoweth 
his own affairs; nay, even the fool knoweth better that 
which aileth him than do his neighbours, wise though they 
be. Wherefore, believe that which seemeth good to you, 
for I forbid it not unto you, and leave me to believe 
that which most liketh me and which occurreth to my 
mind, seeing that my belief cannot molest you nor can 
your unbelief do me any hurt, each being free in the like 
cases to think and believe that which most besorteth him." 
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There were nunj conrtieri md gcnilemeQ prewni at iboe 
psrteyi. *ho nak), Ibii one Ibing and llut another, of lb* 
cue, accurdinK aa wc K« il happen ahiln ; whcrcrora 
manj ind rarioui were Iheii opinioni upon the mailer, and 
for that men arc aol all of one lame lemper and muij flatlet 
IheniKlTei that (he; knov more than iheir relluivi and ai« 
lo ituhlxirn in ibiii conceiti that ther may nowiie be 
tatuAeil wilh reaann, Ihc clebale wai like lo come tn btawling 
and clamour. The ca*c wts reported to the queen, nho, 
bdnc a lailf lo whom jan and coiiteniiuna at court were 
beyond meaaure ditpleaiing, let call before her Ihoie obo 
had been encae^ in Ihe diKUuion and deiired that the talk 
ihould be punctually repeated lo ber : Ihen. having heard 
the wbule, ihc declared that each tn cflcci wai free to think 
what he would upon auch a matter, but that it wai e'en raah 
and prcHitnptiunii fully tu'juil|-e all women after one faihioo, 
a* on like viae it vaa acknowledged a very great error lo ulj 
that all men were alike of uiancea, the contrary bein|; daily 
DUniInt, for Ihit in men aj in women there are ai many 
dilFereaces and varietie* of humour and character ai uf brain* 
and (wu lirothen and two litlen, bom at one birtb, will 
moat whilea be of contrary tcmpcrameni* and nf very diten* 
(athiont, Ihat which pleaiing one miipleaiing the olher i 
wherefore the arouched bencK firmly penuailed that the 
Bobemian knight wai in ihe rl^ht to believe Ihal which 
he believed of hia wife, havinj* long cuniorlcd wilh her. 
Mid cnnclwlcd Ihat in ihii be did prudently ami like a wiat i 
and well-adnwd nao. 

Now, liecaaM (at it eridenl) human ajipetiln are intall- 
able and tume men are more •larin|>, or rather mute olMinale 
ami raaher, than olbcra, tliere were Iwo baruni of ihc 
court, tlaneariaa* and harclnineil, feaihcipated felluwa, 
wbo bcqnkc (be queen cm Ihii wix; Mjin^ "lladam, ym 
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do well, being a woman, to maintain the cause of wofnen ; 
but our heart warranteth us that, were we whereas thb same 
rare marble-breasted lady abideth and might speak with her, 
we would without ftiil breach that adamantine heart of hers 
and bring her to do our pleasure.*' ''I know not," replied 
the Bohemian, " what might happen nor what you would 
do ; but I know well that I do not deceive myself." Many 
other things were said and both waxing warm over the 
debate, the two Hungarian lords, over-persuaded of their 
sufficiency for every emprise, reaffirmed that which thej 
had first said and swore that they would forfeit all th^ 
possessed of goods moveable and immoveable, if within 
6ve months' space (so but Signor Ulric should bind himself 
not to go whereas the lady was nor advertise her) they 
brought her not to do whatsoever pleased them. The 
queen and all who hearkened laughed amain at this their 
speech and made mock of them, which they seeing, said, 
** You think, madam, that we speak by way of pleasantry 
and in jest ; nay, but we speak in right earnest and desire 
to be put to the proof, so it may be seen who hath the 
better opinion." 

What while the dispute was yet toward, King Mathias 
heard the whole story and straightway betook himself to 
the queen, who still strove to do away that their extravagance 
from the two Hungarians* heads ; but the latter, seeing him 
come, besought him that he would be pleased to cause Signor 
Ulric lay a wager with them, for that, an they achieved 
not that whereof they vaunted them, they were willing 
to lose their whole substance and that it should be uncon- 
ditionally given by the king to the Bohemian, provided 
that, an it was as they maintained, the latter should pledge 
his faith not to do his wife any hurt and should retract his 
false opinion and thenceforth believe women to be naturally 
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amenable onto lovers' prayers. Ulric,~who held his lady 
for certain to be most virtuous and loyal and faithful and 
believed, as in the Evangel, in the testimony of the image, 
which in all the time of his absence he had never seen pale 
nor black, but whiles yellow, according as she had been 
required by any of love, and which had still returned forth- 
right to its native colour, — said to the Hungarian barons, 
'^You have entered upon a parlous venture, wherein it 
pleaseth me also to engage, on condition that I shall still 
be free^ to do with my wife that which pleaseth me. For 
the rest I will wager all I have in Bohemia against what 
you will say you will stake, that you will never bring her 
to do your will, and of this I will say not a word, either 
to her or to any other." 

They wrangled over this again and again, till at last, the 
Bohemian, goaded by the overweening of the two Hun- 
garians, said, in the person of the king and queen, " Since 
Signor Ladislas and Signor Albert, '* for so were the two 
Hungarians called, *'are e*en resolved to be put to the proof 
of that whereof they vaunt themselves, I am ready, with 
your good leave smd favour, most august king, and yourv, 
my lady queen, to accord them that which they demand." 
'* And we" rejoined the Hungarians, " affirm anew all that 
we have said." The king did his utmost to divert them 
from this contention, but at last, importuned by the two 
Hungarians, he issued a royal decree, according as it had 
been agreed between the parties, of which, having seen it 
written, the two barons took a copy, as likewise did the 
Bohemian. The two Hungarians then went away to make 
their preparations and agreed together that Signor Albert 
should be the first to go try his fortune with the lady and 
that Signor Ladislas should follow, after a month and a 
half. Accordingly Signor Albert set out, with two serving- 
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men well equipped, and made directly for the Bohemian's 
castlewick, where being arrived, he alighted at an inn in the 
hamlet and enquiring of the lady's £uhions, understood that 
she was very fair and virtuous past compare and beyond 
measure enamoured of her husband. Nevertheless, he 
was nowise discouraged, but on the morrow clad himself 
richly and going up to the castle, let the lady know that 
he would 6un visit her; whereupon she, who was ex- 
ceeding courteous, caused admit him and received him very 
graciously. 

The baron marvelled greatly at her beauty and grace 
and at the goodly manners and modest fashions which he 
saw in her; then, they beii^ seated, he told her that« 
moved by the report of her surpassing beauty, he had 
departed the court to visit her and that in sooth he found 
her (ar fairer and more lovesome than was said ; and with 
this he fell to plying her with store of solt speeches, 
so that she straightway apprehended that which he went 
seeking and whither he would fain bring his bark; where- 
fore, so he might come the quicklicr to harbour, she entered 
upon discourse of matters amorous, studying little by little 
to give him assurance. The baron, who was not that which 
he accounted himself, nay, rather ^'as inexpert and feather* 
pated, gave not over prating and presently avouched himself 
passionately enamoured of the lady, who feigned herself 
somewhat coy of such discourse, but nevertheless ceased 
not to show him a favourable countenance, on such wise 
that the Hungarian in two or three days did no other- 
what than lay open siege to her. She, seeing him to be 
a new-fledged gull, bethought herself to play him such a 
trick that he should still remember him of her ; wherefore, 
/ no great while after, feigning herself no longer able to resist 
his attacks, she said to him, *'Signor Albert, methinketh 
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yon are m great magician, for that it is impossible for me 
not to do yoar pleasure; the which I am ready to do, 
provided one thing ensue thereof, to wit, that my husband 
shall never know it, for he would without fiiil slay me. 
And in order that no one of the household may wot thereof, 
do you to-morrow, towards the eating-hour, come to the 
castle, as is your wont, and tarry not here nor otherwhere, 
but betake yourself straight to the chamber of the great 
tower, on the door whereof are graven in marble the arms 
of the realm, and shut the door aAer you. You will fin4 
it open and I will presently come to the chamber, where 
we may at our ease, unseen of any, (for I will look that 
none be thereabout,) have enjoyment of our loves and give 
ourselves a good time." Now this chamber was a very 
strong dungeon, which had been made aforetime for the 
safe -keeping of some gentleman whom it was not desired 
to put to death, but to hold in prison what while he 
should live. 

The baron, having gotten this (to his thinking) favourable' 
response, accounted himself the happiest and most fortunate 
man in the world and would not have wished to acquire 
a kingdom ; * wherefore, having thanked the lady as most 
he knew and might, he took leave and returned to his 
inn, so blithe and joyful that he could scarce contain 
himself Next day, the appointed hour come, the baron 
repaired to the castle and finding no one there, went straight 
to the chamber, according to the lady's injunction. Finding 
it open, he entered and pushed the door, which shut of 
itself, being contrived on such wise that it might not be 
opened from within, without the key, and having to boot 
a very strong lock on the outside. The lady, who was 

> Or, in modem parlaDce, " would not have changed placet with 
a king." 
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on the watch not far off, no sooner heard the door dial 
than she issued from the chamber where she was and coming 
to that where the baron abode, locked the door from 
without and carried off the key. This said chamber was» 
as hath been said, in the great tower of the castle and bad 
in it a bed well enough arrayed ; but the window, which 
gave light to the place, was so high that one might not 
win thereto without a ladder ; for the rest it was very apt 
for an honourable prison. 

Signor Albert seated himself, awaiting the lady's coming 
according to her promise, as the Jews look for the Messiah ; 
and whilst he abode in this expectation, building a thousand 
castles in the air, he heard a wicket open in the chamber- 
door, which was so strait that it scarce sufficed to admit 
a loaf and a beaker of wine, such as it is used to give nnto 
prisoners. He, thinking it was his mistress who came 
to visit him and endow him with her favours, arose and 
so doing, heard a waiting-woman's voice, which bespoke 
him thus through the opening, saying, ** S?gnor Albert, my 
mistress the Lady Barbera,'* for such was the name of 
the lady of the castle, ** sendeth to tell you by me that, 
you having come to this her place to rob her of her honour, 
she hath imprisoned you as a thief and purposeth to cause 
you suffer such penance as shall seem to her behoving and 
as your offence meriteth. Accordingly, what while you 
abide here, an you would eat and drink, needs must yon 
earn your victual with spinning, as do poor women for the 
sustenance of their lives. Moreover, I certify you that, the 
more yarn you spin, the better seasoned and the more 
abundant will be your diet ; else will you fast upon bread 
and water ; and be this said to you once for all, for that 
you will have no farther notice thereof." So saying, she 
shut the wicket and returned to her mistress. 
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At thii eitnMidiDiT7 inDooncniKnt, the buon, who 
tbonght (o b*Te cone to i wedding utd who, Ihe belter in 
poM il, had atm little or nothing thai morning, Rhode the 
BOM dinfounded nui aliTc ; hi> vlial tpiriti alloi^hcr for- 
Mok him anil loiing all ilrength and brealb, he let hlmKlf 
■ink upon the chamber-flixir, at ir the earth had failed 
beneath hii feet, on luch wiie that whoM uw him had 
Kconnted him more de*d than alive. He alioile thui a 
prrtlj while and pteientl]' tomewhai recovering blmwir, he 
knew not if he dreamt or if that were indeed true which he 
bad heard from the ilamicL Iloweier, teeini; that he waa 
for certain in priton, like a bird in a cage, he waa like to die 
or go mad fur depile and cage, raving like one freniied, 
•nd paueil the tent of the day, anknowing what to df^ 
nnging to and fro in the chamber, raging, lighmg. tiluitenng, 
bhupheming and curiing the dtj when be had been to mad 
M to Kck to norm the chaitiljr of another man'i wile. 
Moreover, he called to mini the lou which eniucd to him 
therefrom of hii guoda, he having with the king't cimient 
■lakeil them upon Ibe venture ; but what afBiclnl him 
bejnnl meaiurc wai the ahame, the ignominf and the 
ridicule which awaited bim, wheiui thii thoulil be known 
at court (fur i( might not be but the thing ihould be known 
of all], and himteemed whilea hit heart waa niptwd and 
torn wiih red-hot pinccn, ao that be loit well-nigh all 
aenie. I*rcfentl]P, u he ranged madljr alnul the cbamlier, 
be eified in a comer a diitalT full of flai, wiih the ipirulle 
■llached iherelaw and overcome with choler. wa> like to 
tweak aihl rend (bem in piecn, but contained himicif, I 

Ai %uti)ictiiine the damicl retumeil ami o|iening the winkef, 
■alnteil him. njring. "Signur Albert, I am oicne to lake (he 
run jfM bare hnw, io 1 mar know wbM Mppcr I km to 
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bring yoa." The baron, lull of the utmost rage and despite, 
if before he was wroth, at this speech kindled into ytt 
greater fury and gave her the foulest words were ever given 
to woman of lewd life, reYiling her on unseemly wise and 
railing at her as he were at liberty in one of his own castles. 
The damsel, who had been lessoned by her mistress, replied 
to him, laughing, " I' faith, Signor Albert, you do exceeding 
ill to bluster it against me and bespeak me foul, since these 
your extravagances amount to nothing here. Yon must be 
well aware that an ambassador is privileged. My lady 
would know of you what cause moved you to come hither 
and if there be any who is cognizant of your coming, and 
this needs must jrou tell me, over and above the spinning. 
You are reduced to such a pass that you do but kick against 
the wind and bray water in a mortar, an you think ever to 
come forth hence, except you spin and tell that whereof I 
have required you. Submit yourself patiently to this manner 
of life, for there is none other means nor remedy for your 
case, and if you think to do otherwise, you do but rack your 
brains in vain. This is the firm and determinate conclusion 
that you shall have none otherwhat to eat and drink than 
a scantling of bread and water, except you spin and say an 
there be any who knoweth the end unto which you are come 
hither. An you would live, show me the yam you have spun 
and tell me the truth of the case ; if not, refrain therefrom.*' 
Then, seeing that he had not spun nor was disposed to tell 
her that which was required of him, she shut the wicket. 
The ill-starred baron that evening had neither 1)read nor 
wine; wherefore, in acconlance with the proverbial saying 
that Who goeth supperless to bed Shall toss and turn till 
moniing-reil. he never closed an eye all night. Now, no 
sooner was he safe in the chamt>er than his servants and 
horses were by the lady's appointment secretly and adroitly 



Ukea utd confined, logcther with hii b>Qr>cc, in ■ Kcluded 
pUce, where they *<re excellent veil proTided with victuAl 
and licked nought but liberty, and the after give out tlukt 

Signor Albert wm returned to Hungary. -~" 

To retum to the Bohemias gentleman, I muM tell you 
that, knowing one of hi* two aalagunitti to have (le[iarled 
the court and ridden Into Bohemia, he looked every moment 
upon the enchanted image, to Me if it ihould chmge culuui, 
lad accordingly, during the three or four dayi that Signot 
Albert went aecking to render the Udy com))lianl with hU 
wiihei, whcnawoeier he (poke with her, her hutbarul uw 
bii image wai yellow and after reium tu ill naliTc hue ; then, 
pcrteiting that it changed no more, he held it fur certain 
Ihal the Hungarian had been rcpulied and had accomplitheil 
BOIhiDg ; whereof he aboile beyond meaiure content, him- 
teeming he might henceforth be lure of hit wife'i finite, 
NcTerthdcw, bii heart wai not allngether at rett nor wai 
he wholljF rcaunred, mi>doubiinE him lc*t Signor Laditlii, 
who had not yet departed, might be more fortunate than 
hii friend and obtain that which the Utter had not iviiled 

Meanwhile, the mornini; come, the impriioncl bartJBT' 
haTing eaten nothing the foregoing tlay neither ilcfit anywhit 
bf nigbl aoJ Mcing that be bail no meani of inning thence, 
acept be obeyed the laily, made a vinue of neocuity ami, 
after lakir^ much thought to hii cue, etectnl. for Ihe giining 
of hii living, to diKuver the convention made by himvlf and 
hi* friend wilb SiKnor t'lrlc and to uhe the ditlaff an<l ijiin. 
Accordingly, albeit he bad never befiire >pDn, ncvertheleia, 
indtacted by neeeuily, he lu»k the ttiindle and began tn 
ipin a* beit be knew, (pinning now tine, now cuartc ami 
now middling and making ao unhanilKMne a thieoil that it 
had cs«cd wboaocva M«r it bogb beirtily. lie loilal 
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ammin all the morning and . at dinner-time op came tht 
accustomed damsel, who, opening the wicket, asked him 
an he were disposed to reveal the canse which brooght 
him to Bohemia and how mach yam he had spmi. The 
Hongarian shame&stly told her all that had been covenanted 
with Signor Ulric and after showed her a spindle(nl of 
yam; whereupon qaoth the girl, smiling, "It is well; 
hunger driveth the wolf out of the wood ; you have done 
excellent well to tell me the fact as it standeth and to 
spin to such purpose that methinketh we may with yoor 
thread make our mistress shifts which will serve her 
for rubbing-clouts, should she be troubled with an itching 
skin.** So saying, she brought him good victual for his 
dinner and left him at peace. Then, returning to her lady, 
she showed her the yam' and told her the whole story of 
the covenant between Signor Ulric and the two Hungaiiani ; 
whereat the lady, though aghast at the snares which the latter 
had spread for her, was natheless well pleased that the matter 
should go as it went and that her husband should know her 
integrity and honesty. Accordingly, ere she chose to advise 
the latter of aught, she determined to await the coming of 
Signor Ladislas and deal him also the chastisement which 
he deserved for his overweening and dishonourable intent, 
marvelling sore at the rashness and presumption of the two 
barons, in that, unknowing what manner woman she was, 
they had staked all their substance upon such a hazard ; 
whereby she knew that they must e*en lack of wit and be 
foolhardy. But, not step by step to recount the particular 
things that befell day by day, the which would make an 
overlong story and would belike be tedious, I must tell 
you that Signor Albert, caged as he was, in a little while 
learned to spin excellent well and so to beguile hb ill chance 
and Madam Barbera caused the damsel carry him abundance 
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of goad and diintjr Tiuidi, but, bdnj; lolidted to go ipeak 
•ilh bim, would nowine codkoI thereto. ___ 

MeAuwhile, Si£Qor Utric daily viewed uid reviewol hi* 
g<iodl|r ima{[e, which abode Mill of one wune luhion, fair and 
fteib-colourcd. Now it had been ortcntimei remarked of 
one and another how the Bohemian opened hii puucb k 
thoiuand time* a day and taking out a little boa, intently 
considered that which wu therein, then, ihutlitig it ai;iin, 
replaced il in hii puuch, and he had been quatiuned ot 
many what nunnei of thing thit wai, but had never chuKn 
tu diicuver il unto any mut wai there any, to ImuI, who 
had divined the Inilh ; for who, )>crdie, could ever have 
conceived inch an enchantment? Moreover, the king and 
queen would lain have known what il wai he to oficn and 
to intently contemplated, nevertheleu, themiecmed not wcU 
to 4Dea(ion him ol the malter. _ _ 

A manlh and a half were now paa>«c] tioce Sienor Albert 
departed the court and was grown an eipcrt ipiniler ; 
whercTurc Signor Lailiila«, aeeing that hli fnend, despite 
that which bad been agreed between them, icnt him neither 
■Kiaagc not Idter al buw he had fared, abode loie petpleicd 
what he ahould do, tmaf^ining many and variuu* ihin^^ in 
faimtdr; then, cooclading that hii comrade miut e'en happilf 
have achieved hi* empriie and gotten the desirol (rail of tb* 
Udj and that, immencd in the deep and ample ocean uf hit 
pleaituvi, he had forgottcD the appointed onlinance and 
concemoi not himaelf to adviac him ibcreof, he rtwived u 
■et out and try hii fortune in turn. Accordingly, without 
ovcrlong tairiaocc, be made ready all be deemed ncollul lut 
the jouioej and taking bone with two icrvanta, aet out fur 
Bohemia and larcd on day by day tdl be came to the caiUe 
where (be lair ainl virtaoui lady abode aad lighting down al 
(hebouctfjr where SifBot Albcn had todpd bcfcce bun, he 
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intde diligent enquiry of Uie Utter and learned that be had 
departed many days before. At this be manrelled sore, but 
knew not wbtt to think of his friend's case and imagining 
everything except the truth, determined to address himself 
to the essaying of the Tenture whereupon he had departed 
Hungary. Accordingly, enquiring of the lady's manners and 
fiuhions, he undentood of her that which was the common 
^ce and report throughout those parts, to wit, that she 
was beyond compare discreet, loresome and engaging and 
most virtuous. 

She was straightway advised of the baron's arrival and 
knowing the occasion of his coming, bethought hersdf to pay 
him also in that coin which he went seeking. Accordingly, 
on the morrow, Signor Tadislas presented himself at the 
castle, as coming from King Bfathias his coiirt and wishing to 
pay his respects to the lady of the place, and being admitted 
to her presence^ was received by her with a blithe and 
pleasant favour. They entered into discourse and the lady 
showing herself mighty merry and (as the saying is) a good 
wench,' Signor Ladislas began to flatter himself that he 
should make short work of his emprise. However, for this 
first time he chose not to descend to any particular of his 
purpose, but gave her to understand, in the course of general 
talk, that, having occasion to visit Bohemia and hearing the 
report of her beauty and grace and sprightliness and fair 
fashions, he had been loath to depart without seeing her and 
that he had found her far surpassing that which was reported 
of fame ; and the first visit having passed thus, he returned 
to his inn. Meanwhile, Madam Barbera determined in 
herself that Signor Ladislas should not be kept overlong in 
suspense, being inwardly sore incensed against the two 

^ Lit. a good fellow (fem.)« i*c> Siuma ctnm/a^na. 



Hdaf^ani, who, hcfMtmed, had been orer-prtmniptnost 
fat taking 10 Ihe high»ii;r, like commoa manudcn, lo dapoil 
ber of her hooonr and brine bei in etenul diibvour with her 
bmbandi bmj, even in danger of death. Aecordinglj', ibe 
le( order anolber chamber, wall to wall with that where hit 
friend ipan, and when Sif^r Ladialai relumed, the be{^ 
to thow faim especial laTour and Qtre him to anderatand that 
■h« bnmed for him ; Dor wat it lone ere be alio (ound himself 
b ptiKm and the accuitomed damiel licnified lo him, through 
■a opening in the door, that, if he had b mind to lire, Deedi 
■uil he learn lo reel and bade htm look in b corner of Ihe 
room, where he urould had wndry hanks of jram and a reel, 
adding, " Fall lo and reel and loie no time." Whoto had 
[wescnlljr looked upon the baron'i face had thought rtlher lo 
•ee a marble iiatue than a li*e man, for that he wa> well- 
Bigh mad with detpile and wat like to low hi> khk* ; 
bowevcT. aTler ibc fint dajr, lecing that there wai no help for 
il, he ficll to reeling. The Udy then relewed Signor Allien'i 
•errant! aod caused earr^ them, together with those of Si^not 
Laditlas, to their mailen' chamhen, to thtj might tee how 
the twain earned their liring ; then, letting take the twu 
baroni' horaes and ajl iheir gear, the gtTe the terTtnli leave 
to depart and at the tame time despatched one of her 
own men lo ber husband, adriting him of thai which the 
had done. — ~ 

The llohemtaD gentleman, bearing this good news, wcol 
lo do hit homage lo Ihe king and qneen and m their 
IKCtcnce recoanied the whole historjr of the Hungarian 
baront, uconliDg at be had learned il bjr hit wife'i lellen ; 
whereat they abode full of wonderment and tuiwemelj 
eommendcil Ibc Udf't aileitement, accouniing her es- 
ccciling virtaoat and discreet and very aslaw. Sigmir 
Ulilc then cUited tb* cacntioa ol tbc agreed caavcntian, 
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whereupon the king assembled his coancfl and bidding eadi 
tell his opinion, the arch-chanoellor of the kingdom was, 
after due ddiberation, despatched, with two coimciUois, 
to the Bohemian's castle, to make enquiry of the two 
barons* case. Accordingly, they interrogated the lady and 
her waiting-woman and divers others of the household, 
as also the two Hnngarians, whom Madam Barbera had 
some days before let pat together, so they might earn their 
livelihood by spinning and reeling, and having diligently 
enquired into the whole, returned to the court, where King 
Mathias, together with the queen and the chief barons of 
hb realm and all his councillors, matnrdy examined the 
matter and after much debate, wherein the queen took 
the part of the lady and afforded the Bohemian her support, 
decreed that Signor Ulric should have possession of all the 
goods and fie& of the two barons for himself and his heirs for 
ever and that the said barons should be banished both 
Hungary and Bohemia, under pain of being publicly 
scourged by the common hangman, whenassoever they should 
return thither. 

The judgment was duly executed and so the Bohemian 
gentleman had the whole of the Hungarians' property, whilst 
the two unfortunates were escorted forth of the two kingdoms 
and declaration made unto them of the sentence pronounced 
against them, the which was of many reputed over-rigorous 
and severe, especially by the friends and kinsfolk of the two 
borons. Nevertheless, the agreed convention being clear, 
the judgment was of all accounted just and such as might 
stand in the future for a warning unto many, who lightly and 
without any manner of reason judge all women to he of one 
iashion, whereas the contrary is daily seen by experience, for 
that women are of various kinds, even as are men. More- 
over, the king and queen would have the valiant and virtuous 
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lady coine to cobtI, where >he wu InTingly recciTed by 
tbcm ukI re(>irde(l of all wiih inlintle udmirBtion, and ibe 
queen, takin); her lot IkIjt of hooout, aui);ncd her an areitile 
]in>v»ion anil erer aflcr held her ilear. The knight, thai 
vaten in gcndi and Grace and much chcriihed of the king, 
lited iung in peace and proiperitf with hii faireit loiljr 
and nu[ fotf^tinj; the PoUek, who had faihiDned him the 
wonder-working iouee, (enl him a rich prcKnl of moaio 
and other thingi.* 
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to f^e most magni&ccnt anb fnit0tt(oit« lalQ Sfgnots 
Cecilia Salknma Coantaw of Scrjpmio Stccttiis. 

This summer last past, jon haTing, for the extreme hemti 
which consumed the place, departed Milan and retired with 
jour househdd to your castle of San GioTanni in Crooe 
in the Cremonesc^ it occurred to me to go with Signor 
Lucio Sdpione Attdlano to Gazuolo, whither we were 
bidden by the noble Signor Pirro Gonzaga; wherefore, 
passing near your castle, we had thought to commit a 
sacrilege an we came not to pay our respects to you. I will 
not now stay to recount how courteously and with how 
affable a welcome we were received by you and hospitably 
enfurced to sojourn that day and Other twain with you, 
who, leaving your accustomed and delightsome studies 
in poesy, Latin and vernacular, passed the most part of 
the time in pleasant discourse with us. On the second 
day, certain gentlemen of Cremona who had estates in the 
neighbourhood being present with you, there were sundry 
stories told at the season of the noontide rest, amongst 
which that which our Attellano related much pleased all the 
company and was with apt words amply commended of 
yourself; wherefore I then and there bethought myself to 
write it down and make you a gift thereofl Accordingly, 
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oa mjr retun from Gunolo to Milin, rtmembering mt of 
mjp (leterminilion, I put [he latd itory in writing, ind albeit 
I turn not knilnl, in thii mj novel, to render the Julcct 
■pecch of our fluent and eloquent friend, I h«re not wilhk) 
dluwn to forbeu Tiom lendioe it to jaa. Mkj it pleaM 
70U then lo iccepl it, u you um to iccept all [hat ii girtn 
j^ou of four fricndi, and do me the bToui lo Uj it up 
In jrout muMuni,' where ire depoiited the gooillj vene 
•ad Aowerj proic of lo many learned men and where you 
bold inch lofty converie with Ibe niniei thai you occupy 
Ibe fint place aDongit the learned ladle* of our lime. 
Our Lord God proapcr your every tbouebl '. Fare you welt. 
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Slif Sfnenttct^ Storg. 

SIGNOR SCIPIONE ATTELLANO TELLETH 
HOW SIGNOR TIMBREO DI CARDONA, 
BEING WITH KING PEDRO OF ARRAGON 
IN MESSINA, BECAME ENAMOURED OF 
FENICIA LIONATA AND OF THE VARIOUS 
AND UNLOOKED-FOR CHANCES WHICH 
BEFELL, BEFORE HE TOOK HER TO WIFE. 



In tbe course of the jeu one thousand two hundred 
fourscore and three ^ of our salvation, the Sicilians, them- 
seeming they might no longer brook the domination of the 
French, one day, at the hour of vespers, with unheard-of 
cruelty massacred all who were in the island, for so was it 
treacherously concerted throughout all Sicily ; nor did they 
slay men and women only of French extraction, but every 
Sicilian woman, who might be conceived to be with child by 
any Frenchman, they butchered that same day ; nay, there- 
afterward, if any were proved to have been gotten with child 
by a Frenchman, she was put to death without mercy ; 
whence arose the infamous renown of the Sicilian Vespers. 
King Pedro of Arragon, having advice of this, came 
straightway thither with his power and seized the sovranty 
of the island, for that Pope Nicholas the Third urged him 

* March 30, 1282, i$ the generally accepted date of the Sicilian 
Vespers. 
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thcnto, lelltng bim that ihe UI*nd belonged unio bim, m 
hmlMik] of CoMuuA, dau|>htc( of King ManfreJ.' The i*id 
Kin^ Pedro beld bii court man; dors in I'alermo on right 
tojii and magniliceiil wise and mule bigh festiviil lor the 
acquiiUion of the iiUnd. rroenll]r, bearing that King 
Charles the Second,' taa of King Charle* the Kiril, who 
held the kingdom of Naples, came hj lea irilb a great 
tnnament to expel him fium Siciljr, h; went oxt against him 
with such ships and galleys as be had ami ji^ned tnlile with 
bin, whereupon sore was the mellay and cruet the slaughter. 
In the end King Pedro defeated Kinc Charles his fleet and 
took himself prisoner ; after which, the better to prosecute 
the war, he removed with bis whole court to Meuina, as to 
that citir which is neat overagaiost Italy and whence one may 
siKeilily paiu into Calabria. 

There, what while be held a right royal court and all waa 
joy Bn<l glailneia for the gotten Tictory, jouitingi bring made 
and bolli bulden daily, one of bii knights, a banm of high 
repute, by name Dun Timltreo di CarJuna, whom King 
Pcdra mpremely loved, for that be was doughty of hii 
penon ami had still borne himself valiantly in the pa<t wan^ 
fell pamionately in love with a young lady bight Fenicia, 
Ihe daughter of Messer Limuto de' IJoruili, a gentleman of 
Mcwina, tovcwnne, drlionait and fair over every oiher of the 
country, and Utile by little became so inflamed fut her that 
he knew not nor wished to live wilhoat her tweet ughl. 
Now the baron afore^id. bating frim hii childhood ttill 
served King Tedro by land and by sea, had been mighty 
richly gncrdoocd of him, foe that, besides gifts without 

■ TW lad KiB< of Skil^ ■>( Ihs Saabian diri 

■Ilia br Clu(l« iJmi-m ai iIh- luiilr M lUi,nr 

• nrm rrowB fiiaea salj d( Napka, ku laltw 
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number which he had gotten, the king had then late 
bestowed upon him the county of Colisano, together with 
other lands, so that his revenues, over and above the enter- 
tainment which he had of the crown, were more than twelve 
thousand ducats. Don Timbreo, then, fell to passing dailj 
before the young lady's house, accounting himself happj 
what day he saw her, and Fenicia, who, though but a girl, 
was quickwitted and well-advised, speedily perceived the 
cause of the gentleman's continual passings to and fro. It 
was notorious that Don Timbreo was one of the king's 
favourites and that there were few of such avail as he 
at court ; wherefore he was honoured of alL Accordingly 
Fenicia, seeing him, over and above that which she had 
heard tell of him, apparelled on very lordly wise and with 
a worshipful following and noting, to boot, that he was a 
rery handsome young man and seemed mighty well bred, 
began in her turn to look graciously upon him and to do 
him honourable reverence. The gentleman waxed daily 
more enkindled and the more he looked upon her, the more 
he felt his flame increase and this new fire being grown to 
such a height in his heart that he felt himself all consumed 
with love of the fair damsel, he determined to have her by 
every possible means. Rut all was in vain, for that unto all 
the letters and messages he sent her, she never answered 
otherwhat than that she meant to keep her maidenhead 
inviolate for him who should be given her to husband ; 
wherefore the poor lover abode sore disconsolate, more by 
token that he had never been able to prevail with her to 
receive or letters or gifts. Algates, being resolved to have 
her and seeing her constancy to be such that, an he would 
possess her, needs must he take her to wife, he concluded, 
after long debatement of the matter in himself, to demand 
her of her father to wife. And albeit himseemed he greatly 
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abased bimself in leeking such an alliance, yet, knowing her 
to be of ancient and very noble blood, he determined, such 
was the love he bore the girl, to use no more delay about the 
matter. 

Having come to this decision, he sought out a gentleman 
of Messina, with whom he was very familiar, and to him 
opened his mind, possessing him of that which he would 
have him do with Messer Lionata The Messinese accord- 
ingly betook himself to the latter and did his errand to him 
even as it had been committed unto him by his friend. 
Messer Lionato, hearing such good news and knowing 
Don Timbreo's rank and consideration, tarried not to take 
counsel with kinsfolk or friends, but by a most gracious reply 
discovered how agreeable it was to him that the gentleman 
should deign to ally himself with him and going home, 
acquainted his wife and Fenicia with the promise he had 
made of the latter's hand. The thing was extremely pleasing 
to Fenicia, who thanked God with a devout heart that He 
had vouchsafed her so glorious an issue to her chaste love 
and showed her gladness by her countenance. But fortune, 
which ceaseth never to cross folk's weal, found an extra- 
ordinary means of hindering nuptials so desired of both 
parties ; and hear how. 

It was published abroad in Messina how Don Timbreo 
di Cardona was in a few days to espouse Fenicia dei 
Lionati, which news was generally pleasing to all the 
Messinese, for that Messer Lionato was a gentleman who 
made himself loved of all, as one who sought to do hurt 
unto none and succoured all as most he might, so that 
all showed great satisfaction at such an alliance. Now 
there was in Messina another cavalier, young and nobly 
bom, by name Signor Girondo Olerio Valentiano, who 
had approved himself exceeding doughty of his person in 
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tlie late win and was moreover one of Uie most magiii* 
fioent and liberal gentlemen of the court. He^ lieaiing 
this news, abode bejrond measure chagrined, for that he 
had a little bekwe fidlen enamoured of Fenida's channa 
and so sore was he stricken of loYe*s shafts that he thought 
for certain to die, except he had her to wife. Aocordmglj, 
he had resoWed to ask her in marriage of her fitther and 
hearing the promise made to Don Timbreo, thought to 
swoon for dolour; then, finding no remedy for that his 
pain, he fell into such a frenzy that, overmastered with 
amorous passion and having no r^ard unto any manner 
of reason, he suffered himself to be carried away into 
doing a thing blameworthy in any one and much more 
so in a knight and a gentleman such as he was. He 
had in all their warlike enterprises been well-nigh always 
Don Timbreo*s comrade and there was a brotheriy friend- 
ship between them, but of this love, whatever might have 
been the cause thereof, they had still forborne to discover 
themselves to each other. 

iSignor Girondo, then, bethought himself to sow such 
discord between Don Timbreo and his mistress that the 
match should be broken off, in which case, demanding her 
of her father to wife, he hoped to have her ; nor did he 
tarry to give effect to this mad conceit and having found 
a man apt unto the service of his blind and unbridled 
appetite, he diligently acquainted him with his mind. 
This man, whom Signor Girondo had taken unto himself 
for confidant and minister of his wickedness, was a young 
courtier, a man of little account, to whom evil was more 
pleasing than good and who, being fully instructed of that 
which he was to do, went next morning to visit Don 
Timbreo, who had not yet left the house, but went walking 
all alone for his pleasure in a garden of his hostelry. The 
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yoonii^ man entered the garden and Don Timbre<\ seeing 
him make for hunsel( received bim courteously ; then, 
after the wonted salutations, the new-comer l>es}K)ke Don 
Timbreo, saying, '* My loni, I come at this huur to s{)eak 
with thee of matters of the utmost im})ortancc, which concern 
thine honour ami well-bein^;. ami for that I may chance 
to say M>mcwhat which will [>cradvcnture offcml thee, I 
pi^hee pardon it to me ; nay, let my friendly devotion 
excuM me in thine eyes ami believe that I have t)estirred 
myself to a ^ood end. Algates this I know, that this which 
I shall preikcntly tell thee will, an thou tte still that noble 
gentleman which thou hx^t ever been, \)c of very great 
service to thee ; and to come to the fact, I must tell thee 
I heard ycstenlay that thou bast agreed with Messer Lionato 
dc* I.ionati to e^|M>use Kenicia his daughter to thy wife. lxx>k, 
now, my lonl, what thou do»t and have regard unto thine 
honour. This I say to thee for that a gentleman, a frieml of 
mine, goeth well-nigh twice or thrice a week to lie with her 
and hath enjoyment of her love ; nay, thi< very evening 
be is to go thither, as of wont, ami I shall accompany bim, 
as I use to do on such occasions. Now, an thou wilt 
pledge me thy wunl and swear to me not to molest me 
nor my friend, I will cau»e thee see the place and all ; 
and that thou may»t kmiw [the whole], my friend hath 
enjoyed her these many months paa. The regard I have 
for thee and the many pleasures which thou of thy favour 
hast done me induce me to diM:over this to thee ; so now 
thou wdt do that which shall seem to thee most to thy 
profit. It sufTiceth me to have done thee that oflfice in the 
matter mhich (lertaineth unto my duty towards thee." 

At tliesc wonts Stgnor Timbreo was all confoundeil and 
was like to take leave of his senses ; then, after he had 
abiddcn awhde, revolving a thousand thmgs in hiniKilf, the 




bitter snd (to his seeming) just despite wliich possesed him 
ttviiling more willi him than the fervent and loyal love he 
bore the fair Feniciit, he with a sigh answered the young 
min on Ihii vise, ssying, "My TKend, I cannot nor should 
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I thee, seeing how lovingly thou 
for mine honour, and I will 
eiTeclually bow much 1 lun 
this present I render thee, oi 
iaitiest thanks in my power, 
thyself to cause me see that 
■gined for myself, I beseech 
which hath moved Ihee to 
at thou stint nol to bear ihj 
ee my fitith, ai a true knight, 
ir him any manner of hurt or 
hindrance ana wui <»» ~> he matter secret, so be may 
enjoy this his love in peuuc, for that I should from the 
first have been better advised and should, with well-opened 
eyes, have made diligent and curious enquiry of the whole." 
Whereupon quolh the young man to him, "Do yon, then, 
my lord, betake yourself this night at the third hour to the 
neighbourhood of Messei Linnato's house and ambush your- 
Eelfin the ruins ovetagainst the garden." 

Now there abutted upon these ruins ■ face of Messer 
Lionato** house, wherein there was »□ old saloon, whose 
windows stood open day and night, and there Fenida was 
bytimes used to show herself, for that from that quarter the 
beauty of the garden was better to be enjoyed ; but Messer 
Lionato and his family abode in the other part of the palace, 
which was ancient and very great and might have saiGced for 
s prince's court, not 10 say a gentleman's household. This 
settled, the deceitful youth took his leave and returned to his 
patron, to whom he reported that which he had appointed 



with Don Timbteo: whereat the peifidloui Giroodo wu 
mightily rejoiced, himieeming hi* device luccceded to hi* 
with. Accord ingljp, the hour come, he cUd one of hi* 
•ening-mci) oa wonhipful wite *nd peifumcd him wiih the 
■wcctcit euencei, having lenoned him beTorehud of that 
which he wu to do ; uid the dlieuiicd temnt *c( out in 
companj with the youth who had betpoken Don Timbreo, 
followed br Bnaiher, with a iicp-Udder on hi* ihoulder. 
Now, what wai Don Tlmbreo'i Hate of mind and what aad 
how manjr were the thoii|;hti which puied through hU mlitd 
all that dajF, who might avail to recount at full t I [or taf 
part know that 1 ihauld WEaijr mpclf in vain ; luflicc it 
to tar 'hat the over-crcdulou* and ill-forluneil genilcmuk, 
blinded with the nil of jealoiuf, ate little or nothing that daf 
ami whoso lookal him in the bee aceounled him more dead 
than aU*e. Half an hour before the appointed time he 
went to hide himielf In that rained place, on uich wiw that 
he night very well xe wboM pa«*«d there, himieeming yet 
Impoaiiblc that Fenicia ihould have yielded heraelf unto 
another. Ilnwercr, he uid in himielf that girl* are fickle, 
light, unstable, humouraome and greedy of new thing*, and 
m thii wiic, now condemning and iMw ciouii^ her, be 
abode intent upon every movement. 

The night wa* Dot very dark bat exceeding itill, and 
l>rewntly be heard the noiic of coming feet and eke tocno 
bniken word or two. By and by he law tlM three pan and 
reoigniied the youth who had that moming advcrlucd him, 
but cuuld not recall the facet of the other twain. Ai tbcy 
[laiied before him, he heard the perfumed one, him wba 
played the lover, lay to him who bore the ladder, " Look thov 
let the hulJer fcaily lo the window, lo it make no nuiic, for, 
when we were Ian here, my buly Fenicia told me that tbiM 
Ictlat it lall ovcibovil;. Do all adruitlj aad iiuictly." 
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Don Timbreo plainly heard these words, which were to his 
heart as so many sharp spears, and albeit he was alone and 
had none other arms than his sword, whilst those who passed 
had two partisans and most like were armoured to boot, 
neyertheless such and so poignant was the jealousy which 
gnawed at his heart and so sore the despite which inflamed 
him that he was like to issue forth of his ambush and £dliiig 
fiercely on the three conspirators, to slaughter him whom he 
judged to be Fenicia's loTcr or else, abiding dead himself^ 
at one stroke to end the anguish and misery he suffered for 
excess of dolour. However, remembering him of his plighted 
fiuth and esteeming it ov e rgreat baseness and wickedness to 
assail those who had the assurance of his word, he awaited 
the issue of the matter, all fiill of choler and de^te and 
gnawing his heart for rage and fury. 

The three, then, coming under Messer Lionato's windows^ 
oo the side aforesaid, set the ladder very softly against the 
balcony and he who played the lover climbed up by it and 
enter'xi the house, as if he had intelligence within. The 
which when the disconsolate Don Timbreo saw, firmly 
believing that he who climbed up went to lie with Fenicia, 
he was overcome with the cruellest anguish and felt himself 
all aswoon. However, just despite (as he deemed it) availed 
so much in him that, doing away all jealousy, it not only 
altogether quenched the sincere and ardent love which he 
bore Fenicia, but converted it into cruel hatred ; wherefore, 
caring not to await his rival's coming forth, he departed the 
place where he was ambushed and returned to his lodging. 
The youth saw him depart and recognizing him, deemed that 
of him which was in effect the case ; whereupon not long aAer 
he made a certain signal and the servant who had gone up 
coming down, they all repaired in company to the house of 
Signor Girondo, to whom they related all that had passed ; 



nhereat he was marvelloiulf rejoiced and himsecmed he wis 
already possessed of Lhe fair Fenicia. 

On the morroi*, Don Tinibreo, nho had slept very little 
that night, arose betimes in the morning, and sending for 
the townsman, by whom he hod demanded Fenicia in 
marriage of her falher, acquainted him with that which 
he would have him do. The Messinese, fully Infornicd 
of his mind and will, betook himself, at his iniianec, 
towards dinner-lime, to the house of Messer Llonato, 
whom he found walking La the saloon, against dinner 
should be ready, and there li lie wise was the innocent 
Fenicia, who wrought certain broideries of hers in silk, 
in company of her mother and of two sislers of hers, 
younger than herself. The citizen was graciously received 
by Messer Lionato, to whom said he, ""Mcaser Lionato, 
I have a message to deliver to you, to your lady and 
to Fenicia on the part of Don Timbreo." " You are 
welcome," replied he; "what is to do? Wife and (hou, 
Fenicia, come and hear wiili mc that which Don Timbreo 
givelh ui to ondertland." Quoth Ihe messenger, "It is 
commonly said thai an amiisssador, in delivering that 
wherewithal he is charged, should not incur any penalty. 
I come to you, sent by another, and it grievclh me 
infinitely to bring you news which may afflict you. Don 
Timbreo di Cardona scndeth onto you, Messer Lionato, 
and unto your lady, bidding yuu provide younclvcs with 
another son-in-law, inatmuch ai he pnrpoaeth not to have 
you to parents-in-law, not indeed for any default of your- 
aelves, whom be believelh and holdelh to be loyal and 
worthy, but for that he halh with his own eyes seen a 
thing in Fenicia which he could never have believed, and 
ihe'cfote he leavelh it unto you to provide for your occa- 
sions. To thee, Fenicia, he saith tliat tile love he boic 
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thee merited not ihe requital wliScfa Ihou hut mide him 
therefor and biddelh thee provide thyself with ntiolhcr 
husband, eren as thou hast provided thyself with another 
lover, or, better, tike him to whom ihou host given thy 
mrginity, for that he parposelb not lo li»ve any rasniier of 
hast before maniBge nude 

'( nd shameful messa^^e, abode 

\t wise did Messer Lionato and 

I g heart and breath, which 

■maiement, Messer Lionato 

. , saying, " Brother, I still 

J DnacDt when thou bespokcsl 

n Timbreo would not alijde 

knowing myself, as t did 

. , . :leniBii and none of his peer. 

...gatei, !,».«. repented him of taking my 

daughter to wife, it snouia nave anfBced him lo say that he 
would none of her and not (as he doth) cast upon her so 
ihameful an impeachment as that of harlotry. True it is 
that all Ibinp are possible, but I know bow she hath been 
reared and what her usances are, God the Just Judge 
will one day, I trust, make known the truth." With this 
reply the gentleman took his leave and Messer Lionato 
abode persuaded that Don Timbreo had repented him 
of the proposed alliance, himseeming It were overmuch 
condescension and derogation on his part. Now Messer 
LJonato's family was one of the oldest in Messina and both 
Doble and of high repute ; but bis wealth was only that 
of a private gentleman, albeit it was matter of record that 
his forefathers had anciently owned many lands and castles. 
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with a mo*t unple jniiidlctioa ; but, through the rariooi 
rcTolultotii of the uluid and llie civil wan which had 
bctlilcil, lhc7 bad (ai ii Kcn in maajr othct ramilin) he«a 
diiptmtMed at iheir icipiiorin ; whcTefore the f;ood old 
nan, haTiog ncrcr teen aneht In hi* daughter other than 
mwt hongorable, concliulcd that Don Timbrto had taken 
their porertjt and pment ill Tortunc in dadaia. 

On the other hand, Kenicia, hearing hendf Ihni wroog- 
liilljt impeached, wai tore ditordered Ibr excoi of dolow 
and heart-iickiKia and ihandoniag henelf to de*pair. like ■ 
lender aod delicate maid a* the wu and unuted to the blows 
of perrerte (bnune, had (endered death dearer than life; 
wbereforci overtaken with |^e*oiu and poii^nanl anf^iih, 
(be kt heneir fall as one dead and of a tudden lotang her 
Baltir*! colour, letembled a marble Watne rather than a lite 
woman. She wai taken np and laid upon a bed, where with 
hot dolht and other remediet ber umjtd tpirlti wer« 
pracDtlr recalled to ber, and the doclon beitifr tent (ur, Ibc 
repnn tpread throai;hoat Meitina how Metter Lionato't 
daughter Penici* wat fallen to grienxuljr tick that ihe abod* 
in peril of ber life. At ihit newi there came manj lailica, 
kintwooea and friendi, to viiil the ditcooioUle damtel and 
laming ibe cauic of her tkkneit, tlndicd, at bat they knew, 
to contole her : wberdore, at ii wont to betide anong n 
mnllilndc of women, ibey laid vaiioni ibingi cncKcmIng ■» 
pileom a cute and all of one accord teverelf blamed Doa 
TimUeo. Thejr wen for ibe bmki pan iboni the Inl of ibc 
lick |>i(l, who pretenlly, having plainly apptebeiMled that 
which wai laid, collected all her ilrtnglh ">^ lecing that 
well-nigh all wept lor pity of her, bnooght ihcm with a 
fecl4e voice lo furbcar i then [lilence being made] the tpoke 
llmi on languid wi>e. Hying, " My buouured muther and 
Htlcn, I priy yuu diy thete lc«n, fur that tbey Mad yu« not. 
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wBfle to me they are an occasion of fresh dolour and profit 
nothing for the case betided. Thns hath it pleased our Lord 
God and it behoveth ns have patience. The bitterest of the 
dolour which I safier and which goeth little by little wearing 
awaj the thread of life in me, is not that I am repudiated, 
albeit that is a source of infinite grief to me, bnt the manner 
of this repudiation it is that cntteth me even to the quick and 
afflicteth my heart beyond remedy. Don Timbreo might 
have said that I pleased him not to wife and all had been 
well ; bat, through the fiuhion of his rejection of me^ I know 
that I incur ererlasting reproach in the eyt% of all the 
Messinese and shall still pass for guilty of that which not 
only I never did, but which assuredly I never yet thought to 
do ; nay, I shall still be pointed at with the finger of scom 
for a strumpet I have ever confessed and do anew conies 
myself no match for such a knight and lord as Don Timbieo; 
for that my parents' little means sought not to many me in 
tndi high place. Bnt, in the matter of nobility and antiquity 
of blood, the Lionati are known as the most ancient and 
noble of all this island, we being descended from a most 
noble Roman house which flourished before our Lord Jesus 
Christ took flesh, as is testified by very ancient writings. 
Now, even as for lack of wealth I confess myself unworthy 
of so great a gentleman, so on like wise I say that I am most 
unworthily repudiated, seeing it is a very manifest thing that 
I have never thought to give any man that of myself which 
right willeth should be reserved unto my husband. God 
(whose holy name be still praised and revered) knoweth that 
I say sooth ; and who knoweth but the Divine Majesty 
would save me by this means? For that, belike, being so 
nobly married, I had been swollen up with pride and waxed 
arn^nt, contemning this one and that, and had peradventcre 
been less mindful of God*s goodness towards me. Now may 
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He do with me Ibat whkb bimI pleateth Him and Toncluafe 
mc Ibit (hi* mj tiibuUiion may enur« (o the welTare or my 
•ool. Moreover, wiih all my heart I do idoii drvoulljr 
beieech Him to open Doa Timbreo hii ejei, noi (hat he may 
take BM again lo bride, — for I feel myiclf dying liLile bj 
little,— but Ihal he, (o vhun my faith hath been of iiltle 
price, may, tocctbet with all the world, know that I never 
committed that mad and ihamcful default, whereof, agaimt 
all rcaion, I am impeached ; w thai, if I die in this infamy, 
I may ete long abide juUili«il. Let bim enjoy another ladj 
tinlo whom God hath deitined him and live long with her in 
peace ; for me, in a few hoaii lia (cet of earth will tufhcs 
mc. I«t my father and my mother ai>d all our friendt aod 
kinifolk have at the leail this icanlling of comfort in thii n 
great alHiction that I am allo^ihcr innocent of the infamjr 
which it laid to my char|^ and take to witneu my Uitb, 
whirh I bCTC plight tbrm, ai behoTCth an obedicnl daughter ; 
lor that weightier pledge oc laiimony I cannot preientlir 
give. Snlfice it ne to be before L'hriit'i juit tribnnal 
acknowledged innocent of web wickedaeu ; and to onto 
Ilim who gaire it me I commit mjr loal, the which, deiirooa 
of quitting this earthly priton, taketh llight loaratdi Ilim." 

11)11 Mid, inch wai the grcatnea of the anguith which 
betel het heart and lo loiely did it atniten it that, offering 
to *ay 1 know not what more, ibe bqgan to loae power at 
•pecch Bitd tu falter out broken words, whicb were nnder- 
aloud of none, and all at once there ipread an ice-cold aweU 
over bcT ercry limb, on web wtie that, ciouii^ her handi 
npoa her brtui, ahe let hcnelf go for dead. The phyticiaM, 
wbo were yet there, anable to find any remcdji lor to 
gricnra* a caae, garc her op for loat, taying that the lirrte- 
Dew of the pain had bant her heart in wider, and to ihcy 
went tbcic wan j dot bad Kcnid* I 
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and pnlieles, in the arms of tliose lier fnends and kina- 
women than she was of all acooanted dead, and one of the 
physicians, being called back and finding no pnlse in her, 
declared her to have given np the ghost. What cmd 
lamentations were made over her, what tears were shed and 
what piteous sighs heaved, I leave it to you, compatsionata 
ladies, to conceive. The wretched tearfbl fiuher and the 
dishevdled and woebegone mother would have made stonea 
weep, whilst the other ladies and all who were there kept up 
a piteous lamentation. 'From five to six hours were now 
past and the burial was appointed for the ensuing day ; 
wherefore the mother, more dead than alive, after the 
multitude of women had departed, kept with her a kina- 
woman of hers» the brother's wife of Messer Lionato, and 
the twain, letting set water on the fire^ shut themselves up m 
a chamber, vrithout other perKm ; then, stripping Fenida 
naked, they fell to washing her with warm water. 

Fenicia's strayed spirits had now been near seven hours 
abroad, whenas, what while the cold limbs were in bathing, 
they returned to their accustomed office and the damsel, 
giving manifest signs of life, began to open her eyes. Her 
mother and kinswoman were like to cry out ; however, 
plucking up courage, they laid their hands on her heart and 
felt it make some movement ; wherefore they were certified 
that the damsel was alive and accordingly, without making 
any stir, they plied her on such wise with hot cloths and 
other remedies that she returned well-nigh altogether 
to herself and opening wide her eyes, said with a heavy 
sigh, *< Alack, where am I ? " Quoth her mother, " Seest 
thou not that thou art here with me and with thine aunt ? 
There had so sore a swoon overcome thee that we deemed 
thee dead, but (praised be God) thou art e*en alive." 
Whereupon, **Alas," replied Fenicia, '*how much better 
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were it ihat I wete dad and qait of Mch tore affltclioiu ! " 
"IHaghler mine," (vjoined her inotltcr and aont, "it 
behovcth Ihec Iitc, lince God w willeth it, uvd all ihall 
yet be Kt righL" Then the mothei', concealing the joj ihe 
fell, opened the chamber-doot a litlle and let oil Meuer 
Liooato, who came incontinent. When he uw hii dauehler 
realorcd to henclf, II bouteth not to aik if he were ];1id. 
wmI man)' ihinfi haTinc been debated between Ihem, be 
willed, in the fint place, that none thonld know au|;ht 
of the [act, purpoting lo lend Fenlcia furth of M»\tna 
19 Ihe country-hoBw or hi* brother, whote irife vai there 
preicnL Then, the damiet being recruited with delicate 
viaoili and winei of price and miond to her [ormer licaDtf 
an<l (trength, be tent for hi( brulher and fully inittucted 
hini of that which he puipoanl lo do. Acconlinj-lj, in 
punuance of Ihe ordinance concerted between Ihem, Me»cr 
liirolamo (for to wai Meuci IJunalo'l bruthcr oamnl) 
earned Fenicta that tame night to hi* own hoiuc {in 
Medina] and there krpt hci vcrf lecirttj in hi* wife'* 
com pan jr. Then, haring made the neceuary (iruiitifia 
at bii count ry-bouie, he one morning betime* d»|iatch«l 
hit wife thither wilh Kenkia (who wai now ualecQ jrean 
old), ■ *iMer of bet* of from tbiilecn lo foaneen ami a 
daughter of bii own ; Bod thii be did, to the inlenl that, 
Keaicia growing and changing louk*, ai one d»lb niih age, 
tbey might in two or three jrean' lime many her under 
another name. 

The <Uj after the ictidcnl,' it being re|nrted Ihruughmt 
all Meiaina that Kenitia wai deail, Meucf Lwoalo let uider 
brr ol»ei|uiei accoiding to her rank and cauicil make a ci'llin, 
wbcfcm, unpeieeifed of any, bcr Btother, aUling nut that 
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•aj thonld meddle dierewilli. kid I knofir Mt vial ; tiheB, 
ebnttiiig the lid, die nuled It and Intod it iritli pitdif on 
Mch wiK that iJl bdd it for certun tint the darnel^ body 
was thetewithln. At eventide lieMer liooato and Ml vife 
and kinsfolk, dad all in black, escorted the coffin to the 
dioich, making snch a show of ej iti e me grief as if thef 
had in rerj deed followed their danghter^s bodj to \he 
tomb ; the which mofod eveiy one to pitj, for thatt the 
occaiion of Fenida's supposed death having gotten wind* 
•11 the Meminese hekl it for oertam that Don Timbieo had 
foiged the stoiy aforemid for his own ends. Thecoffinwas 
aocwdins^ interred, with genend moonnqg of the whole 
dty, and thereover was set a moomnent of stmci fmb lam n ed 
with the ensigns of the lionati, whcreoo Messer lionalo 
let gmre this 



F«nidahiglit L As Ol-fertme hiide^ 
I was mSanccd to a cnMl kaight. 
Who, aooB repeatiof bim of aoptial plifht. 

Unto my charfo a fool traaicrenton laid. 

I, as an innocent and tender maid, 
Seeinf myself impeached with snch onright. 
Chose rather die than liTO in all men's sif ht 

Shown for a stnimpet. Sword or djigfor's blade 

There needed none, alack, to me to die ; 

Sharp grief was deadlier than steel, fersootii, 
Whenas I beard me slandered canselessly. 

With my last breath I prayed God of His mUi 
To show the world their error by and by. 
Since my vowed bridegroom recked not of my tia&. 



3'9 

Ttie teaHoI obaequtci made whI It being fieelj tpokca 
oeiTvbere of tbc caue of FcnicU'i death and rarioui thing* 
diicoaned IhereapOD 'and all ihowing compavioa ol M 
pileoiu a caie, ai of a thine ' which hail brcn reigned, Etaa 
Timbrco tx^an to tufler exceeding great chagrin, logctber 
with ■ certain oppreuion of Ihc heart, for that he linew not 
what to belicic. Ilinueemed indeed he ihould not be 
blamed, having himieir wen a man go up by the ladder 
to cnler the bonie ; but, preacniljr, belter cooMdering that 
which be had aeen, (more by token that hia deapite wai now 
in great pari cooled and leaton began to open bit eyn,) he 
bethought himieK that he who had entered the home might 
belike have climbeil up thilher, eilbcr (or loaie other woman 
or to tleal. Moreover, he called to mind that Mener 
Lionaio'i houie wu rtty great and (hat itone aboile whereat 
the man had gone up ; najr, ihat Fcnicia, ileeping with her 
■iiter in a chamber whhlD that of her father ami mother, 
might nut have availed to come to Ihal tide, it behoving bar 
pan ihrough her (aiher'i chamber ; and ao, auaileil end 
tormented by conflicting Ihonghii, he could find no repoie. 

On lilie wiie, Signur Girondo, hearing the manner of 
Fenicia'i death and knowing himielf to have been her 
mnnlerer, felt hi* heart like to bunt for cicch of doluor, et 
well bccauM he wai pauionateljr enamoored of her ai alio 
fur that he bad been the ime cauK of lo great a icanlal, and 
was like twice or tbnce for dopait to have plunged a poniard 
into hi> own tireaat. L'nable either to eat or lo drink, b« 
aboilc a* he were an idiot, najr, rather, a man pooaaed. and 
eoold take neither real noe repoM. L'lltmaleljr, ii being the 



C be Bight 
> Don Tlmbno the 
wickednca he h»d done, he betook lumtelf to the pslac^ at 

knight <m hi* way to hi* hoctdrr, Mud to hia^ "S^nor 
Timbrea, let it oat irk 7011 to cone with me hard by ca an 
occukn of mi>e." Timbreo, «4io loved bint u a coauad^ 
went with him, diicoiiivng of Taiiom mitten, and a few 
(tepi btooght Ibem to the chnrch vrfiere Fcnida't moonment 
Hood. There com^ Giroodo bade hii Mrriiig-mai await 
him withoDt and betoagbt Don Timbreo to U7 the Uktt 
oommaadmcnt on hii ; the which he itraightway did. The 
two gentlemen, then, aloae enleied the chnr^ wfacR Aey 
fooud no one, and Ginmdo carried Tindirea to the chapd 
whcR wu the pretended tomb. There he fell Ml hb knees 
before the tonb and iuiheathin{> a poniard whMl he had bf 
hii Me, gaTe It naked into the hand of Don "nmbreo, who 
waited, all full al mmdcnnetil, to know what thU might 
mean, more bjr token that he had not yet obsetred whoie 
tomb it wu before which hii friend knelt. Then, in a voice 
broken with sobi and tsan, Girondo thui bespoke him, 
laying, " Migninimous and noble knight, haTing, a* I 
judge, done Ihee infinite wrong, I am not come hither to ciaTe 
tliee of pardon, for that my default is inch ai meriteth It 
not. Wherefore, an ever thou look to do aught worthy at 
thy valour, an thou think to act knightly, an thou deiire to 
do a deed to God acceptalile and grateful to the world, plant 
that (teel which (hoa hait in hand in thil wicked and 
trailonnu breast and moke of my Ticioos altd abominable 
blood a beiitling lacrilice unto these most sacred aihes of the 
innocent and ill-staired Fenicia, who was late entombed in 
this sepulchre ; for that of her unmerited and onlimely death 
I of my malice was the wile c«n*e. Nay, if tboo, mote 



Cfwi p i Mk w Miti of iM tluB I of iiiytdl^ deny nio thiti I 
wjll with mine own hands wfcak that vttennott vengeance 
on myxlf which shall be possible unto me. But, an then be 
that true and loyal knight thon hast been till now, who 
would never brook the least shadow of a stain, thou wilt 
forthright take due vengeance both for thyself and for the 
iU-fated Fenicia." 

Don Timbrco, seeing himself before the resting-place 
of the fiur Fenicia's body and hearing that which Girondo 
■aid to him, «ras well-nigh beside himself and could nowise 
conceive what this might be. However, moved by I 
know not what, he fell to weeping bitterly and besought 
Girondo to rise to his feet and more plainly to discover 
the matter. Therewith he cast the poniard far from him 
and after did and said to such purpose that Girondo arose, 
weeping the while, and thus replied to him, laying, " Know, 
then, my lord, that Fenida was most ardently beloved of 
me and on such wise that, should I live an hundred lives, 
I might nevermore hope to find comfort or consolation, since 
my love was to the hapless maid the occasion of a most 
bitter death ; for that, seeing I might never have of her 
a kind look nor a least token conformable unto my desires 
and hearing that she was promised to thee (or wife, I, being 
blinded by my unbridled appetite, conceived that, to but I 
found a means of preventing her from becoming thy wife, 
I might after, demanding her in marriage of her Csther, 
have espoufcd her. Wherefore, unable to devise another 
remetly for my most fervent love, without farther ooosklera- 
tion I hatched the blackest treason was ever plotted and 
caused thee by practice tee one go up by night into her 
house, who m*as none other than one of my servants ; 
moreoirer, he who came to tpeak with thee and who gave 
thee to underhand that Fenicia had bestowed her love upon 

vol. I. 21 
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another was lessoned and set on by me to the errand which 
he did thee. Accordingly, Fenicia was on the ensaii^ day 
repudiated by thee and through that repndiatioQ the 
ill-fortuned maid died and is here buried. Wherefore, I 
having been the butcher, the hangman and the barbarous 
assassin who hath so cruelly wronged both thee and her, 
I beseech thee with clasped hands,*' and here he fell 
on his knees anew, " that thou wilt e'en take due Tengeanoe 
for the wickedness committed of me ; for that, when I 
think of the dire calamity whereof I have been the cause, I 
hold life in horror." 

Don Timbreo, hearing these things, wept passing bitteriy 
and knowing that the error, once committed, was irreparable 
and that Fenicia, being dead, might no more return to life^ 
determined not to seek to avenge himself upon Girondo, but, 
by pardoning him his every default, to procure Fenicia's 
fair fame to be vindicated and that honour restored to her, 
whereof she had without cause been so shamefully bereaved. 
Accordingly, he bade Girondo rise to his feet and after many 
heavy sighs, mingled with most bitter tears, bespoke him on 
this wise, saying, ** How far better were it for me, brother 
mine, that I had never been bom or that, an I roust needs 
come into the world, I had been bom deaf, so I might 
never have heard a thing so hurtful and so grievous to me 
and by reason whereof I shall never again live happy, con- 
sidering that I, of my over^credulity, have slain her, whose 
love and the singular and surpassing virtues and qualities 
wherewith the King of Heaven had endowed her merited 
of me anothergates guerdon than so shameful a defamement 
and so untimely a death ! But, since God hath so permitted 
it, against whose will there stirreth not a leaf upon a tree, 
and since things past may eather be blamed than amended, I 
purpose not to take of thee any manner of vengeance, for 
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that to lose (ntnd upon rrirnil ' wer« lo add dolout iinlo 
dotour. nor withal would FenicU'a blessed soul return to 
her most ehule body, which halh accomplished its courae. 
Uf one thing I will e'en rebuke thee, so Ihou msysl Derer 
more fat[ into > like error, and that is that thou dis- 
Goveredst not lo me thy love, knowing that I wis enamoured 
of her and knew nothini; or ibjr passion ; for that, ere I 
causeJ demand hei of her father, I would in thi<i amorous 
emprise have yielded place uDlo thee and overcoming myself, 
u magnanimous and generous spirits use lo do, would have 
preferred our friendship before roy appetite ; nay, maybe 
Ihou, hearing my reasonings, wouldst have desisted from 
■his ihine undertaking and so this scandal had not ensued. 
However, the thing is done and there is no means of pro- 
curing It to be undone : but in one thing I would fain have 
Ihee complease me and do that which I shall bid thee," 
Qnoth Girondo, "Command me. my lord, for that I will 
do all without exception." "I wish then," rejoined Don 
Timbreo, 'Mhat, Fenlcia having been of us twain wrongfully 
impeached for a ilrumpel, we, in >o far as we may, restore her 
bcr fair fame and render her due honour, first in the eyes 
of the disconsolate parents and after of all the Messinese; 
for, [hat which I let say lo her having gotten wind, the 
whole city might lightly believe that she was a harlot. 
Else meieemelh I should without cease have her angry 
shade before mine eyes, still crying sore to God for vengeance 
against me," 

To this, still weeping, Girondo slraightway answered, 
"To Ihee, sir, it petlainelh to command and to me lo obey. 
I wu before bounden unio Ihee by friendtbip and now. 
through Ihe wrong which I have done Ihee and whkh thou, 

■ Amur mm amim, i«. oae fdsad after ■Bolber. 
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like an orer-pitifiil mnd lojal knight, to generously ptidonest 
unto me, base and perfidtoos wretch that I am, I am for ever 
become thy senrant and thy slave. " These words said, both, 
weeping bitterly, fell on their knees before the sepoldire and 
with clasped hands hambly besought pardon of Fenida and 
of God, the one of the wickedness committed and the other 
of his own crednlousness ; then, their eyes dried, Timbreo 
would hare Girondo go with him to Messer Lionato's house. 
Accordingly, they repaired thither and found Messer Lionato, 
who had dined in company with sundry of his kinsfolk, in act 
to rise from Uble. When he heard that the two gentlemen 
would fain speak with him, he came to meet them, all lull of 
wonderment, and bade them welcome ; whilst they, seeii^ 
him and his wife dad in black, fdl a-weeping for the cruel 
remembrance of Fenida's death and could scarce speak, 
llien, two stools being brought and all hanng seated them* 
selves, Don Timbreo, with many sighs and sobs, recounted, 
in the presence of as many as were there, the woeful story of 
the cause of Fenicia's (as he believed) most cruel and un- 
timely death and cast himself, he and Signor Girondo, on 
the ground, craving her father and mother pardon of the 
wickedness committed. Messer Lionato, weeping for joy 
and tenderness, lovingly embraced them both and pardoned 
them their every wrong, thanking God that his daughter was 
acknowledged innocent. 

Then Don Timbreo, after much talk, turning to Messer 
Lionato, said to him, " Sir and father, since ill fortune hath 
willed that I should not become your son-in-law, as was my 
supreme desire, I pray you, nay, as most I may, I require 
you that you will still avail yourself of me and mine, as 
if the intended alliance had indeed ensued between us, for 
that I will still have you in such reverence and obedience as 
a loving and obedient son should have for his father. And 
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If jrcM wCU d«iga U comroarul to*, jxm ihall find mr dccdt 
cnafofwihh U v; wo«t*, (ut llut ccrtci I knoir nochlac In 
tiM wmU, ham dlficuU wcva It may be, but I would do il 
far JOB." For Out Ike cood old nuoi lo«iiicI<r ttumked fain 
nd finallr aid to Ub. "SIk* ;o« bate ■» ficcljr made 
»• MMfc eooTMoM prolltn uid itac* ad>en« fortune bath 
Jwri me anwonbf of yovr alUuKe, I wUl make bold to 
crare 7011 ol one Ihloi. the which wOt he euh /bi jrog 10 do ; 
to wit, I pnj jrao, hjr tlul loraltjr whicb fdcnnh la joa anl 
bf what Iov« auma fon bon llx onlotiwuM F«aki«. Uwl, 
•boHU ]mi bat* a miad to iimij, job wUl TOTbmfe lo 
gin M« lo know tbefeef nd Uwt, if 1 |»Dflcr jon ■ hdjr wtw 
•hall fUmt ]po«. jrm will bto hv U wlfa." Don llBbrao, 
U^Manl^ tha dbooBMlata old ^aa «dcad • Hole iWf in 
K>|Bll>l alMCh a hMailhai whia be bad Mflind. proftMd 
UathbboMlaMlhHaiHblaaadM nwalb.npUad to U« 
thM> "Sti bUw, ilace 70* wk ap il^hi a ibii« ef m, 
I biiac bauahB to jm far a k craalar a«d wUUai to 
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MfatonatleoMn." 'S%B0t Giioada ob UmwIm ba^yoka 
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■rfftflU wMaplaaiohta timmntj wWdk diM, Iha I<m 



at MOW day ad*kad by b« luh«. I hw it* i* 
■C*. ef ibal wbkh M bctitelj whanaidha 
TC^gM aad iMatMd ihaaks to God fat bar 

I M« diUte abnw a fw'a ^aca la tlw 



326 

coantiy, where all went so well that none knew her to 
be alive, and meantime Don Timbreo held strait intercourse 
with Messer Lionato, who, having advised his daughter 
of that which he thought to do, applied himself to the 
ordinance of the things which pertained unto his purpose. 
Now in this space of time the damsel was waxen fair 
beyond belief and having accotfiplished her seventeenth 
year, was grown on such wise that whoso saw her had 
never known her for Fenicia, especially as they held the 
latter to be dead. Her sister, Belfiore ' by name, who abode 
with her and was some fifteen years old, appeared in very 
truth a most fair flower and showed little less beauty than 
her elder sister ; which Messer Lionato, who went often 
to visit them, seeing, he determined to tarty no longer of 
carrying his design into effect Wherefore, being one day 
in company with the two gentlemen, he said, smiling, to 
Don Timbreo, " It is time, my lord, that I should acquit 
you of the obligation which you, of your favour, have under- 
taken towards me. Methinketh I have found you a very fair 
and charming young lady to wife, with whom, when you 
have seen her, you will, to my thinking, be content. And 
if belike she be not taken of you with so much love as 
that wherewith you were to espouse Fenicia, of this I can 
e'en certify you that you will have in her no less beauty, no 
less nobility and no less gentilesse. With most engaging 
manners and other womanly charms, she is, Godamercy, 
abundantly provided and adorned ; but you shall see her 
and it shall after be in your discretion to do that which shall 
seem to you most to your advantage. On Sunday morning 
I will come to your lodging, with a chosen company of 
kinsfolk and friends, and do you and Signor Girondo be 

^ «>. Fair flower. 
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in retulliKU, for that it behorcth us go tome ihrec miles 
without Mmina to a village where we ikiW hear mass, after 
which ]i»u ihall we Ihe dimtel of whom 1 have bapukcn 
joa and we will dine in com pan ;r-' 

Tirobreo accepted the iiiTiuiion and the onlinmce 
appointed and on Sunday made ready belitnci to take hone 
with S>|,iior Gironclo. I'leienlljr Mcuet Lionalo arrived 
wllh a lrm>|i uf genllemcn, having lei make honourable 
provitlon at hi> ci'unlry-houw of everything neccavcy, and 
I>on Timlireo, hein); ailvLicd of hit coming, mounted to 
hone wilh SigTKir (iirondu and Ihtir lervanli. Then, );nod 
day pven and taken, ihry all in comjiany rode fmlh of 
Medina and deviiinf;. ai it happenelh on »ncb occB>i<ini. nf 
varioui things Ihey came [iresenlljr, wilhiul pcrceivin|; it, to 
the bouic, where they were honourably receiveil. They 
heard matt at a neichlionrinf; charch ; which ended, they all 
beliiok ihemwlvei into a laloon, mapiilinnlly arraynl wilh 
Alciamlrian atrai an<l carpelt. All Iwini; auemt>leil, there 
came many genllewnmrn out of a chamliet and imongtt 
Ihetn Bcl6ore ami Kenicia, which latter showed ai ihe were 
ihc very moon, whcna* the moil ihineib in the lerme 
beavcni am»ni; the Man. The Iwo kni|;hlf and the other 
(■entlemen leccived ihem wilh a rei>pectful grtetini;, as rrttj 
Crnlleman ihoukl illll do wilh ladie* ; then Mcuer Ijimatu, 
taking Don Timbreo liy the haml and carryine him to 
Fenicia, who had Mdl, lincc her liringini; into thr ciuntry, 
been callnl l.ucilla, "Here, Sir Kni);hl." laid he, "it 
Siipiora l.ucilla. whom 1 have chixen to pve yon to wife, an 
il H) please you. If you will be ruled by me, yoa will make 
her your ipouie ; nevntheleu, you are at liberty to lake her 

Don Timbreo, teeing the damiel, who wu in truth HMat 
£alr, wu at &M tight BftrrBUiMalr pkaied with bs aoU 
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being already determined to content Messer Lionato, 
bethought himself a little and answered, " Sir father, not 
only do I accept this damsel, whom joa now present to me 
and who seemeth to me a right noble young lady, nay, but I 
would on like wise have accepted any other who had been 
proffered me of you. And so yon may see how desirous I 
am to content you and may know that the promise I made 
you is no vain one, this damsel and none other do I take to my 
lawful spouse^ so but her will be conformable unto mine." 
Whereupon the damsel made answer and said, "Sir knight, 
I am ready to do all that which shall be bidden me of Messer 
Lionato." *'And I, hit damsel,** rejoined Messer Lionato, 
'* exhort yon to take Don Timbreo to husband ; *' wherefore, 
to make no further delay with the matter, sign was made to 
an ecclesiastic,^ who was there present, that he should pco- 
Bounce the accustomed words, according to the use of Holy 
Church ; the which he discreetly doing, Don Timbreo by 
word of mouth then and there espoused his Fenicia,' thinking 
to espouse one LuciUa. Now, whenas he first saw the damsel 
come forth of the chamber, he felt at heart a certain 1 know 
not what, himseeming he discovered in ber countenance 
features of his Fenicia, and could not take his fill of looking 
upon her ; nay, all the love which he had borne Fenicia he 
felt turn to this new damsel. 

The espousals made, water was forthright given to the 
hands [and the company sat down to table,] at the head 
whereof was set the bride, with Don Timbreo on her right 
hand ; overagainst whom sat Belfiore and next after her 
Signor Girondo, and so in turn a gentleman and a lady side 
by side. Then came the viands, delicate and in the goodliest 

> Lit. "a doctor" {dof/orr), t'jf. of theology. 

* i>. solemnly plighted bis troth to her. As to this ceremony, see 
the notes to my Decameron, passim. 
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ordinance, and all ibe bRnqaet wni lumptuoui and fair and 
softly served;' nor lacked (here of discoune and witty saliies 
and a tliousand other diversions. Ultimately, fruils being 
set on luch BS the season afForded, Fcnicin's aunt, who hod 
abiddea with hei the greater part of the year in the country 
and who was seated at table beside Don Timbreo, seeing the 
dinner draw to an end, said merrily to the latter, a* if she 
had heard nothing of the things occurred, " Sir bridegroom, 
had you never a wife?" At tliis question, he felt his eyes 
fill with teais, which fell before he could reply ; however, 
overcoming natural emotion, he replied to her on this wlie, 
saying, " Mistress aunt, your most affable enquiry bringeth 
me back to mind a thing which I have ever at heart and 
through which melhinkelh I shall early end my days ; tor 
that, albeit I am most content with Signora Lucilla here, 
neveilhelcss, for another lady, whom I loved and whom, 
dead as she is, I love more than myself, 1 feel a worm of 
dolour at my heart, which still goelh fretting me little by 
little and tormenteth me sore without cease, more by token 
that I, against all right, was the sole occasion of her most 
cruet death." Signer Girondo would fain have replied to 
these words, but was hindered with a thousand sobs and 
with the abundance of the tears which fell in streams from 
his eyes ; however, at iast, with half-broken speech, *'Nay, 
sir," said he, "it was I ; I, disloyal traitor that I was, was 
e'en the butcher and minister of the death of that most 
haplesi damsel, who was worthy, for her rare qualities, to 
live longer than she did, and thou wast nowise to blame 
therefor, seeing all the fault was mine. " 
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At tbis disooaise the bride's ejres also began to 611 with 
tearful rain, for the cmel remembrmnoe of the past heartbreak 
which she had so bitterly suffered ; what while her aunt 
followed on and said to her new-made nephew, "Prithee, 
iir knight, of yoor courtesy, now there is nought else whereof 
to discourse^ tell me how this circumstance befell, whereat 
you and this other gentleman yet weep so piteously." 
*' Alack, madam aunt," replied he, "jrou would haire me 
renew the cruellest and most despairful dolour was ever 
tofiered of me, the thought whereof alone unmanneth and 
oonsumeth me ; but, to pleasure yon, I will tell you all, to 
my eternal affliction and little honour; for that I was over- 
credulous." Accordingly, he began and not without burning 
tears and to the exceeding pity and wonderment of the 
listeners, recounted all the piteous story from beginning to 
end; whereupon quoth the matron, "Sir knight, jrou tell 
me a strange and cruel case, whereof perchance the like 
never befell in this world. But tell me, so God aid yon ; 
if, before this damsel here had been given you to wife, you 
might have availed to recall your beloved to life, what would 
you have done to have her alive again?" Don Timbreo, 
still weeping, answered, •*! swear to God, mistress mine, 
that I am right well pleased with this my bride and I hope 
daily for yet better content from her ; but, might I before 
have availed to buy back the dead, I would have given the 
half of my years to have her again, over and above the 
treasure I would have expended to that end ; for that in truth 
I loved her as much as woman can be loved of man, and 
were I to live thousands and thousands of years, dead as she 
is, 1 should still love her and for love of her should still 
have as many as are here of her kinsfolk in reverence. ** 
Whereupon, Fenicia's rejoiced father, unable longer to 
conceal the gladness which possessed him, turned to his 
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ton-in-law, weeping for excess of contentment and tenderness 
of heart, aiid said to him, "Many, sir son and son-indsw, 
(or lo muit I call you, you do ill approve with your acts 
that which jrou say with your moulh, inasmach as, having 
espoused your much-loved Fenicia and abidden all the 
morning beside her, you have not yet reogniied het. 
Whither It this your so fervent love gone? Hath she so 
changed favour, are her fashions »o altered that, having her 
by your side, you know het not ? " 

These words suddenly opened the eyes of the enamoured 
knight and he cast himself on his Fenicia's neck, kissing 
her a, thousand limes and viewing her with fixed eyes, 
fullilled with joy without end. And still the while he 
wept snflly, without availing to utter a word, inwardly 
calling himself blind ; and it being presently recounted of 
Messer Lionato how the case hod bclided, ihey oil abode 
full of extreme wonderment and lo boot eiceeding re}oiced. 
Signer Girondo, then, rising from table, cut himself, weep- 
ing sore, at Fenicia's feel and humbly besought her of 
pardon. She received him kindly and with alTectionBte 
speech remitted anio him the wrongs he hod done her; 
Ihen, luming to her husband, who still accuwd himself 
of the default committed, she prayed him with sweclcst 
words nevermore to liesjieik her of the mailer, for thai, 
he not having erred, il nowise behoved him crave pardon 
of her ; and so, kissing and weeping for joy, thej drank 
each other's hoi leara, all full of extreme contentment. 

Then, what white all abode in the utmost gUdnen and 
it was preparing lo dance and make merry, Girondo, accost- 
ing Messer Lionalo, who was so full of joyance that him- 
seemed he touched ihe sky with his fingers, besought him 
lo vouchsafe him a very great favour, which would (he 
said] be to him a cause of marvellous contcalmcnt. Messer 
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Lkmato bade him ask what be would, for that, were it 
a thing unto which he might avail, he would veiy gladlj 
and willingly do it " Then," said Girondo, «* I ask 
you, Signor Lionato, to fiuher-in-law and fiuher, Signoim 
Fenida and Signor Timbreo to sister and brother-in-law 
and Signora B^ore here to my lawful and loving consort. " 
The good &ther, seeing new joyance heaped on him and 
well-nigh beside himself for such an unhoped happiness, 
knew not if he dreamed or if that were indeed true which 
he heard and saw ; but, himseeming he slept not, he 
thanked God with all his heart, who guerdoned him 
so magnificently, past his desert, and turning to Signor 
Girondo, courteously avouched himsdf content with that 
which pleased him. Then, calling Belfiore to him, "Thou 
seest, daughter," quoth he, "how the thing goeth. This 
knightly gentleman seeketh thee to wife; an thou wilt 
have him to husband, it will greatly content me and thou 
hast every reason to do it ; so tell us freely thy mind 
thereofi'* The fair maid, all trembling, in a low voice 
shamefastly replied to her fiither that she was ready to 
do whatsoever he wished ; and so, to make no delay about 
the matter, Signor Girondo, with the consent of all their 
kinsfolk, gave the fair Belfiore the ring with due ceremony 
of accustomed words ; whereat infinite was the contentment 
of Messer Lionato and all his family. Moreover, for that 
Don Timbreo had espoused his dear Fenicia under the 
name of Lucilla, he then and there formally espoused 
her anew under her true name; and so all the day was 
spent in dxmcing and delight. 

The fair and lovesomest Fenicia was clad in a robe of the 
finest damask, white as virgin snow, and was tired with 
a certain headdress which was wonder-goodly to behold. 
She was fairly tall for her age and well enough in flesh. 
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■IgKtes slill wnxins, for that she was but a jroungling moid. 
Ilei bosom, under its Ihin and costly kerchief of the finest 
silk, showed somewhat npraiaed, jutting out in ihe shape 
of two round apples, duly parted one from other. Whoso 
beheld the winiomc colour of her countenance law a pure 
and pleasing whiteness, overspread with modest and maidenly 
red, ihe which nol art, bai the masler-hand of nature tulTuscd 
more or less with purple, according lo the various chances 
and occasions which belided her. The jwelling breatt 
appeared a very mould of white and polished alabaster, 
under the round little throat which seemed of snow. But 
whoso saw her sweetest mouth open and shut, as it gave 
utterance (o her dulcet ipeech, might cettes say that he had 
seen an inestimable treasury, enchased with the finest rubies 
and full of Ihe richest and goodliest orient pearls were e*er 
sent us of the odorous East. Moreover, an thou sawest 
those her two lovely eyes or rather two shining hulk, nay, 
rather two flashing suns, what while she wiosomely turned 
them hither and thither, thou mightcsl e'en sweai that Love 
harboured in those serenesl lights and edged bis piercing 
shafts in their most lucent splendour. Mow fairly showed 
her curled and frolic tresses, which, straying over the pure 
■nd spacious forehead, seemed very threads of clear and 
lucent gold, as they wantoned it to the dulcet breathing 
of the gentle brecie 1 Her arms were of just proportion, 
with two loveliest hands so exquisitely wrought that envy 
itself had found nothing wherein to amend them ; and in 
tine all her shape was lovesome and slender and so graciously 
fashioned of nature that there lacked nothing unto her. 
Mortover, she moved now part, now all of her person to 
timely and so sprighllily, according as Ihe occasion required, 
that her every act. every sign and every movement was full 
of infinite grace and it seemed she needs mosl ravish the 
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beartt of the beholden by main force. Wherefore who 
named her Fenicia^ nowise departed from the tnith, for 
that she was indeed a phcenix who far excelled all other 
damsds in beaaty. Nor jet did Belfiore show less goodly 
of presence, sare that, being more a child, she had not such 
majesty and grace in her moTements and gestures as her 
sister. 

They abode all that day in joy and merriment and the 
two bridegrooms coold not take their fill of viewing their 
mistresses and enjo3ring them by way of speech. But Don 
Timbreo especially was beyond measure rejoiced and could 
scarce bring himself to believe that he was where he was^ 
misdoubting him he dreamed or that belike this was some 
enchantment wrought by magic art. On the morrow, they 
made ready to return to Messina and there celebrate the 
nuptials with such solemnity as pertained unto the rank of 
the two gentlemen, who had first by post advised a friend 
of theirs, mighty inward with the king, of that which had 
betided them and had committed unto him that which they 
would fain have done. Accordingly, he that same day went 
to do obeisance to King Pedro in the name of the two knights 
and to him recounted the history of the latters* loves and all 
that had passed from beginning to end ; whereat the king 
discovered no little gladness and sending for hb consort, 
would have the courtier once more tell the whole history in 
her presence; the which he punctually performed, to the 
great satisfaction and no small wonderment of the queen, 
who, hearing the woeful chance that had befallen Fenicia, 
was constrained to weep for very pity of the damsel. Then, 
for that in those days of King Pedro, more than in those of 
all other princes, there reigned a frank and generous courtesy 

1 From Femicet phccniz. 
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and he it was who best knew how to reward whosoever 
deserved it ^ and his queen also was very gracious and 
debonair, he opened his mind to her and told that which he 
had in mind to do. The queen, hearing so magnificent a 
resolve, mightily commended the intent and pleasure of her 
lord and husband ; wherefore, letting diligently order all the 
court and invite all the gentlemen and gentlewomen of 
the city, the king bade all the most worshipful barons of the 
realm go forth Messina, with an innumerable company of 
knights and gentlemen, under the care and governance of 
the Infant Don Giacomo Dongiavo, his first-born son, and 
meet the two sister- brides. 

Accordingly, all being executed after the goodliest fashion, 
they fared forth the city and had not ridden a mile when 
they met the two brides, who with their husbands and 
many other persons came pricking merrily towards Messina. 
\Vhen they drew near, the Infant Don Giacomo caused 
the knights,' who had dismounted to do him reverence, take 
horse again and courteously giving them and the fair sisters 
joy of their espousals in his father's name, was himself 
received of all with the utmost reverence. The greetings of 
all the courtiers and of the others of the company who came 
from Messina to the two bridegrooms and their brides were 
no less debonair than welcome, and so the two knights 
and their ladies courteously thanked them all; but above 
all they rendered unto the Infant Don Giacomo such most 
thanks as might be given of them. Then they fared on in 
company towards the city, devising and making merry, 
as is usual at such joyous seasons, whilst Don Giacomo 



1 This is the king of whom the pretty story of Monna Lisa (see my 
" Decameron of Boccaccio," Day X. Story 7) is told. 
* I.e. Timbreo and Girondo. 
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entertained now Signora Fcnida and now Signora Bdfiore 
with pleasant disooarae. The king, being pnnctnally advised 
of all that had passed, monnted to hone, whenas it seemed 
to him time, with the queen and a woishipftd tiain of 
gentlemen and ladies and met the goodly coming company 
at the entering in of the dly; whereupon all dismonnted 
to do obeisance to the two princes and were giadonsly 
received. The king then commanded that all should re* 
mount and posted himself between Messer Liooato and Don 
Timbreo, whilst the queen set the lair Fenida on her right 
hand and Bdfiore on her left and the Infimt Don Giacomo 
joined himself unto Signor Gironda On like wise did all 
the other gentlemen and ladies, following all in snccetrion 
after the goodliest ordinance, and all, at the king's bidding* 
made for the royal palace. There they dined sumptuously 
and after dinner, Don Timbreo, by commandment of the 
king, recounted, in the presence of all the company, the 
whole history of his loves; which done, they fell to dancing 
and the king kept open court all that week, ordaining that 
all comers should eat in the royal palace for that space of 
time. 

The festivities ended, the king called Messer Lionato to 
him and asked him what dowry he had promised his 
daughters and what means he had of giving it. Messer 
Lionato answered that nothing had been spoken of the 
dowries, but that he would give them such honourable 
portions as his means permitted ; whereupon quoth the king, 
'* It is our pleasure to give your daughters that dowry which 
shall seem to us behoving unto them and unto my knights, 
and we will not anywise have them be of more expense to 
you in the future." And so this most munificent king, with 
the singular approof, not only of all the Sicilians, but of 
whoso heard it, calling to him the two bridegrooms and their 
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Indies, would have them all fonnaJI; renounce all claim to 
any share of Mcisti Lionato's substance and published a 
rofal ordinance to that effeei, eonfirming every such act 
of Tcnuncialion ; then, immediately thereaAerward, he most 
honourably endowed the two bridei, not as a citizen's 
daughters, but well-nigh as his own, and increased unlo the 
two husbands the entertainment which they had of him. 
The queen, no less magnilicenC, generous and liberal than 
bCT consort, would have the Iwo brides ladies of her houle- 
hold ; wherefore she assigned them a rich yearly provision 
oot of certain of her revenues and still held thero dear; and 
Ihcy, who were, in veiy deed, most debonair, comported 
ihenselves on such wise that in a brief space of time they had 
gotten the goodwill of all at court. Moreover the king gave 
Heiier Lionato a very- honourable office in Messina, where- 
from he drew no little profit ; but, feeling himself advanced 
in years, he procured bis said office lo be confirmed unto 
■ son of his- 

Thus, then, did it betide Don Timbreo of his most 
honourable love, whilst the ill that Signot Girondo sought 
lo do was converted unto him for good, and both long 
after enjoyed their mistresses, living in the utmost peace 
and oftentimes recalling srith pleasure the mischances 
happened to the fair Fenicia. This same Don Timbreo 
was the first who founded in Sicily the most noble family 
of the lords of the house of Cardona, whereof there be 
nowadays both in Sidly and in the kingdom of Naples 
many men of no small account. In Spain, on like wise, 
that same most noble Mock of Cardona flourisheth, pro- 
ducing men do whit unworthy, whether in arms or In 
matters ddl, of their foibears. But what shall I say to 
you of the two most noble brothers, Don Pielro aod 
Don Giovanni di Cardona, valiant in truth and excellent 
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gentfemen and soldiers? I see some of you here present 
who have known Signor Don Pietro, Connt of Colisano, 
Lord High Constable end Admiral of Sidlj, whom Signor 
Prospero Colonna, a man without compare, honoured 
and whose sage counsel be prized. And certcs the Count 
of Colisano was a man of singular merit. He fell at 
the battle of La Bicocca,^ to the general grief of all Lom- 
bardy ; whilst Don Giovanniy his brother. Marquess of 
La Plalude, was slain a great while before* fighting 
valiantly under the walls of Ravenna, in the battle which 
there befell between the French and the Spaniards,* But 
I, without perceiving it, have suffered myself, in lieu of 
story- telling, to digress into panegyric.' 

1 a9th April, is«. 

' At which Gaston de Foix, Dnc de Nemoun, defjiticd the com- 
bined Spanish and Papal armies, nth April, 151s. 
* This is the story on which Shakspeare fonnded his " Mach Ado 

about Nothing." 
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